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That's right, Green Car Journal's Green Car of the Veart is the full-size Chevy Tahoe Hybrid. The announcement came at the 

Los Angeles Auto Show. The award is given for new or significantly revamped alternative fuel-powered vehicles. 
Bea “This is a milestone in many respects,’ said Green Car Journal editor Ron Cogan. “People don't think ‘green’ when SUVs are concerned.” 
The 2008 Chevy Tahoe already offers the best fuel'economy in its class.” And now, with its new'two-mode hybrid technology, the Tahoe 


* Excludes other GM vehicles, r 
t For'more info, go to GreenCafeom. : . — 
** Based on 2008 GM Large'Utility segment-and Tahoe 2WD with available 5.3L V8 EPA est, MPG 14 city/20 hwy, Excludes other GM vehicles. 
tt EPA est. MPG 21 city, 
The names, emblems, slogans, vehicle body designs, and other marks appearing in this document are the trademarks and/or service marks of General Motors Corporation, its subsidiaries, affiliates, or licensors, 
©2008 GM Corp. Buckle up, America! 1-800-950-2438 or chevy.com 


y as astandard four-cylinder Toyota Camryst 
These impressive fuel economy numbers can be attributed to Tahoe's Hybrid Propulsion Electric System that operates in three ways: electric power, 


engine power, or any combination of electric and engine power. That's one smart hybrid. For more information, go to chevy.com/FuelSolutions. 
(limited availability.) 


Hybrid is competitive with much smaller vehicles. The Tahoe Hybrid offers the same city fuel econom 
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: ~ “About the only thing I’d rather 
do than play basketball is hunt. 
There’s just nothing like 


enjoying the great outdoors 


scorer and Most 
fisherman, hunter, 


: 


Did You Know ...“Intense nationwide demand for youth firearms education and 
. Safety training is why the NRA works with groups like the Boy Scouts of 

America, American Legion, 4-H and FFA to develop shooting programs 

that reach more than one million young people annually.” 


Mp AS 


Wayne LaPierre, NRA Executive Vice President 
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phy winner? Michael DiRocco takes an in-depth look at Florida’s amazing 
quarterback and his chances of making some more history beginning on page 
18. 
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burden of carrying that mantle. The Dawgs have the necessary talent — 
led by Lindy’s preseason Offensive Player of the Year Knowshon Moreno — 
but face a daunting schedule. Check out our ratings of all 119 teams begin- 
ning on page 8. 

As always, Lindy’s ranks the best players by position and the best teams 
by position on a national basis. 

Good luck to your favorite team. I hope they are bowling in the new 
year. As always, your comments and suggestions are appreciated. 
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James Lindy Davis, Jr. 
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TOMORROW. THE NEW PROTOTYPE. WE TRAIN NOT TO MAINTAIN, BUT TO.GET BETTER, 
EVERY DAY: TO\ACHIEVE,-EXCEL AND RAISE THE BAR FOR THOSE WHO FOLLOW. 
BE BETTER THAN BEFORE. BE BETTER THAN THE REST. BE THENEW PROTOTYPE. _ 
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GEORGIA 


Here’s what you don’t want.to.see when you picka 
team No. 1 in the country: a schedule that includes 
games at South Carolina, Arizona State, LSU and 
Auburn, home games vs. Alabama, Tennessee and 
Georgia Tech, and the neutral-site cage match 
against Florida. 

That schedule prompted the Lindy’s editors to initially place anoth- 
er team atop our preseason rankings ... but eventually we came around 
to this: Georgia is the best team. The schedule, while not irrelevant, does 
not change the fact that if the Dawgs are good enough, they'll be good 
enough. And they are. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Running back Knowshon Moreno has the 
goods to be the second consecutive sophomore to win the Heisman. Junior 
QB Matthew Stafford has steadily matured, and the offense should fly as it 
did late last season, averaging almost 38 points in the final six games. 
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The defensive front seven is experienced and one of the best any- 
where. The Bulldogs are particularly stout against the run — always a key 
ingredient for a national champion. 

THE BAD NEWS: The offensive line still has some mix-and- 
matching to do in the fall, depending on whether freshman Ben Jones 
can take over at center. This season will test every bit of Mark Richt’s 
coaching dexterity. Half of his regular-season games will come against 
coaches who have won national titles — Dennis Erickson, Steve Spurrier, 
Phillip Fulmer, Nick Saban, Urban Meyer and Les Miles. 

If Richt even gets the Dawgs to the national title game, it could be 
the best coaching job. Not his best coaching job, the best coaching job. 
Like, ever. 

i .L: Georgia is the best program this decade not to win 
a national title. If that doesn’t change this season, it could next year ... 
and never mind that tough 2009 schedule, too. 


wuwuw.LiINoYssponTS.com 2008 


CU08 iii. Linoys 


USC 


As Usual, Pete’s got a Dragon 

Not sure if this USC team is any better than the 

past two editions, but those guys found a way to 
stub their toe (Stanford ... ouch) and, well, now it just seems as if the 
Trojans are due. Not much else has changed. Pete Carroll is still sitting at 
the table with a stack of poker chips as tall as anyone’s. On defense, he 
has three, perhaps four, potential All-Americans. And exactly how many 
prep All-American running backs has he stockpiled? Shoot, we lost count. 

THE GOOD NEWS; Several years of top-rated recruiting make 
losing key personnel as painless as possible. Led by Rey Maualuga and 
Brian Cushing, nobody has better linebackers. The secondary, one of 
the nation’s best, is experienced and versatile. Basically, the defense 
will be a nightmare. 

THE BAD NEWS; Mark Sanchez won the spring QB battle; he has 
some starting experience but it’s different being the full-time boss. Los- 
ing DT Sedrick Ellis and DE Lawrence Jackson is never easy. Still waiting 
for that Bpasl someone to emerge as the next Reggie Bush. 

; We're supremely confident in calling for continuing- 
record USC’ § Sapa consecutive Pac-10 title, and we have a sense that 
an early season home victory over Ohio State will propel the Trojans to 
the title game. 


OHIO STATE 


Big Ten Bullies Want (yet) Another Title Shot 

This started looking like an 11-1 season the mo- 

ment the schedule was released. Figure a loss at 
USC on Sept. 13 and then a romp through the Big Ten. It will be up to 
the pollsters and computers, then, to put the Bucks into a third consecu- 
tive title game. Have we all tired of Ohio State’s championship futility? 
Perhaps, but deal with it. Not many teams have a better quarterback situ- 
ation — the efficient Todd Boeckman mentoring Terrelle Pryor. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Everything. Michigan changed coaches. 
Pryor came to Columbus. Consecutive BCS title game appearances and 
20 returning starters, That’s a good place to start. So is Heisman candi- 
date Chris “Beanie” Wells. And Lindy's preseason Defensive Player of the 
Year James Laurinaitis. 

THE BAD NEWS: An SEC hangover. The Bucks have been spanked 
by Florida and LSU in those title games. Is Ohio State simply good enough 
to win the Big Ten but rank woefully behind the SEC? The major personnel 
issue: who replaces the best pass rusher, DE Vernon Gholston? 

U In the Charmin-soft Big Ten, Jim Tressel is building a 
dynasty. Even if his team loses early to USC, it can run the table and get 
to a third straight title game. 


OKLAHOMA 


BCS Frequent Fliers Seek an Upgrade 

Welcome to another national title chase. Even 

though Bob Stoops has only the one championship 
to his credit (2000), OU has played for two others this decade. He also has 
won five Big 12 titles. In this age of parity, this is one of the most consis- 
tent programs in the country. But, uh, what's the deal with this bowl losing 
streak? The Sooners have lost their last four BCS bowls ... which has over- 
shadowed the fact that OU has gotten to those bowls in the first place. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Quarterback Sam Bradford had a monster 
redshirt freshman season. Tailback DeMarco Murray is back from knee 
surgery. Offensive tackle Phil Loadholt is, well, a load. The defense will 
be nasty again. 

THE BAD NEWS; Oklahoma lost three juniors to the NFL Draft, 
all at key positions — MLB Curtis Lofton, DB Reggie Smith and WR 
Malcolm Kelly. Veteran backup Ryan Reynolds is the key. If he can’t slide 
over from the outside and replace Lofton, the defense won't be whole. 

CALL: Stoops is closing in on his second national champi- 
onship. If the SEC powers beat up on one another, don’t be surprised if 
Oklahoma makes it all the way to Dolphin Stadium. 
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MISSOURI 


Feelin’ at Home Among Nation’s Elite 
The long-struggling Tigers reached No. 1 last sea- 
son and were a win away from the national cham- 
pionship game before faltering. Heisman finalist Chase Daniel returns 
for his senior year with a load of weapons surrounding him. Receiver/ 
returner Jeremy Maclin might be the fastest player in college football. 
The Tigers might lose this season, but they will not be stopped. And they 
don’t have to play Oklahoma, at least not until the Big 12 title game. 
THE GOOD NEWS; Not much has changed. Missouri was eighth 
in scoring, ninth in passing, and rushed for 29 touchdowns in ‘07. The 
defense, once a weakness under Gary Pinkel, should be a strength. Nine 
Starters return on that side of the ball. Watch safety William Moore. 
THE BAD NEWS: It’s really hard to find any. Two-time 1,000-yard 
tailback Tony Temple is gone but there is plenty of depth. Tight end Mar- 
tin Rucker is off to the pros. All that means is Chase Coffman will catch 
more passes. 

UR Ci Mizzou is a legitimate Big 12 and national champi- 
onship contender. There is a tough opener against Illinois and trips to 
Texas and Nebraska. If Missouri goes 2-1 in those games, an 11-1 regu- 
lar season is possible. 


FLORIDA 


Tebow and Harvin, and a Defense that’s Starvin’ 

A four-loss 2007 season wasn't totally unex- 

pected. The Gators had just two defensive starters 
back from their national championship team, and it showed. When last 
seen, Florida was giving up 41 points and 373 passing yards to Michi- 
gan. When next seen, the defense will be fast, experienced and boosted 
by some fresh-faced kids. On offense, the main question is how Florida’s 
two major stars are going to split up the Heisman votes. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Heisman-winning Tim Tebow and do-it-all 
Percy Harvin can’t be stopped, and the Gators might actually have a real 
running game. That could come from several sources, including USC 
transfer Emmanuel Moody, who finished spring better than he started. 

THE BAD NEWS: Everyone knows the opponents’ game plan: 
Hit Tebow. Coach Urban Meyer will keep scheming to make sure that 
doesn't happen as much. Without Tebow, it gets awfully hard to compete 
this season in the SEC. 

Everything is in play if the Gators can get past Geor- 
gia, but to do that, they have to stop Knowshon Moreno, who scooted 
for 188 yards last season. That's the deal with Florida: It all gets back to 
how much the defense has improved. 


Way too Low: The Problem is Perrilloux 

The defending national champs would be higher if 
you knew they could count on vexing junior quar- 
terback Ryan Perrilloux, who has more career suspensions (three) than 
Starts (two). This is the chance he’s been waiting for, with JaMarcus Rus- 
sell and Matt Flynn now out of the way, but he missed spring ball because 
of his latest suspension. The Tigers have so much else that they can win 
plenty without him, but it’s hard to see them going all way with somebody 
else behind center. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Few teams have a set of lines like the Tigers. 
Ricky Jean-Francois could be the next Glenn Dorsey — right now. Tyson 
Jackson is a first-round end, and end Kirston Pittman is an NFLer, too. The 
offensive line has All-America candidates Herman Johnson and Ciron Black. 

THE BAD NEWS: The secondary might be a bit green, but let's 
go back to Perrilloux for a moment. His backups are redshirt freshman 
Jarrett Lee and Harvard transfer Andrew Hatch, a sophomore. That kind 
of puts Perrilloux’s importance into perspective. 

OUR CALL: The Tigers have a better chance of repeating as na- 
tional champs than Texas did in 2006 or Florida did last season. This time, 
though, LSU can’t count on having its ticket punched with two losses. 
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_ TEXAS 


Will Investment in ‘D’ lead to BCS? 

The defense gave up the seventh-most yards in 

Texas history last season. That meant a demotion 
for assistant Duane Akina and the opening of the vaults for new coordi- 
nator Will Muschamp. Mack Brown raided Auburn for the best coordina- 
tor available and paid him $425,000. When Muschamp has the players, 
he will play the same attacking defense that helped LSU win the 2003 
national championship. He doesn’t have all the horses yet. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Seven straight 10-win seasons. A new rock- 
star defensive coordinator. A soon-to-be expanded 93,000-seat stadium. 
NFL prospects all over the place. The only thing missing is another national 
championship. Watch sophomore Vondrell McGee, the next star at tailback. 

THE BAD NEWS: Quarterback Colt McCoy needs to rebound after 
his interceptions were up and touchdown passes were down. The final 
month includes trips to Texas Tech and Kansas. And the Longhorns have 
to play Missouri; Oklahoma doesn't. 

IR : It should come down to the Oklahoma game for the 
Big 12 South ttle, ‘Again. The defense will have to make a quantum leap, 
though, to get the Longhorns back into national contention. 


«). CLEMSON 


No really ... we mean it. Tigers are Good. Seriously. 

You've heard it before, but this time we really mean 

it. This could be Tommy Bowden's best team at 
Clemson. Really. The Tigers have 16 starters back and don't play a true 
road game until the second week of October. The schedule is friendly 
enough, except for back-to-back roadies at Boston College and Florida 
State in November. But while we're on the subject of possible ACC titles, 
has it really been 17 years since Clemson won the league? 

THE GOOD NEWS: Is there any argument that Cullen Harper is 
the best QB in the league? Tailback James Davis wisely didn't go to the 
NFL. Aaron Kelly could become the ACC’s all-time receptions leader. 
Clemson is one of two BCS teams to return a 1,000-yard rusher and 
receiver (Tennessee is the other). 

THE BAD NEWS: The offensive line has to be rebuilt ... and this 
is after Harper was sacked 35 times last season. The linebackers are 
an inexperienced group. DE Phillip Merling is gone but monster recruit 
Da’Quan Bowers could become the next star on the line. 

OUR : The ACC is up for grabs. Clemson should win it. Then 
again, Blanison? should have done a lot of things over the years under 
Bowden. This team has 11-win potential, but since it’s Clemson call it 9-3. 


. WEST VIRGINIA 


Turning Sour Grapes into Champagne 
New coach Bill Stewart is going to have to prove 
he didn’t just marry up. Stewart has the love of 
fans, right now, simply because he isn’t Rich Rodriguez. But he will have 
to recruit and win big to match what Rodriguez established in Morgan- 
town. And he won't be forgiven if his team goes south. For sure, Stewart 
is smart enough to keep the offense pretty much as is. Heck, WE could 
coach the offense this season. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Only Tim Tebow is better in the spread option 
than Heisman candidate Pat White. Tailback Noel Devine is a budding 
superstar if he can hold up physically to the work load. Rich Rodriguez 
left enough scheme and talent to win another Big East title. 

THE BAD NEWS: An ugly lawsuit. Accusations hurled by Rodriguez 
and the administration. The faster the program gets past Rich Rod, the bet- 
ter. On the field, West Virginia will soar or crash depending on whether 
coordinator Jeff Casteel can assemble another top-notch defense. 

: There’s too much quality on the schedule (Colorado, 
Rutgers, Auburn, Louisville, Pittsburgh) to expect national championship 
contention, especially for a rookie major college head coach. 
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i... WISCONSIN 


‘Old School’ Style Still Leads to New Year’s 

Bret Bielema has established himself as a coach, 

winning 21 games in his first two seasons and tak- 
ing the Badgers to consecutive New Year's Day bowls. Wisconsin has 
become one of the country’s most consistent programs and something of 
an anachronism. Look, how cute, the Badgers still use a blocking fullback. 
But there’s really nothing cute about Wisconsin, which grinds and grinds 
... and has won at least nine games in seven of the past 10 years. 

THE GOOD NEWS: The Badgers are back to pounding the oppo- 
sition with one of the best sets of backs in the country — P.J. Hill, Lance 
Smith and Zach Brown. If the quarterback situation can get settled, the 
defense should allow Wisconsin to contend for the Big Ten title. 

THE BAD NEWS: The quarterback situation IS unsettled. It was 
assumed that Kansas State transfer Allan Evridge would win the job. We'll 
see. Junior Dustin Sherer is the other option. It’s no one’s fault, but injuries 
have plagued this team the past two years, including this spring. 

iC Asking Wisconsin to get past Ohio State for the Big 
Ten title is probably too much. But winning 10 isn’t out of the question if 
the Badgers can overcome a tough early conference schedule. 


Passing Themselves all the way to Pasadena? 

The dynasty is back after 16 straight Mountain 

West Conference victories and three consecutive 
trips to the Las Vegas Bowl. Vegas, that’s nice and all, but the Cougars 
are itching for another holiday venue. Something with a big parade, per- 
haps. Lots of roses. One way or another, there will be at least one BCS 
opening in a western bowl — and that’s the destination BYU is aiming 
for in Bronco Mendenhall’s fourth season. 

THE GOOD NEWS: QB Max Hall came out flinging last season 
and never stopped, finishing with 3,848 passing yards. He's protected by 
two Outland candidates — Dallas Reynolds and Ray Feinga. RB Harvey 
Unga is a bull. DE Jan Jorgensen had 14 sacks as a sophomore. 

THE BAD NEWS: The Cougars have to beat two Pac-10 teams 
(at Washington, vs. UCLA) in the first three weeks of the season. Later, 
BYU’s road to at least the MWC title includes trips to top contenders 
TCU, and Utah on Nov. 22 in what could be a charged finish. 

( : BYU needs to be in the top 12 of the final BCS stand- 
ings to get an automatic berth. An undefeated season is possible. A one- 
loss season, with a modest strength of schedule, that should be just 


enough. 
See | Tommy Tubenville is the calm amid the storm. He's 
now the dean of SEC West coaches — with his 
nine years of fine service more than twice that of any coach at his cur- 
rent school. Of course, Houston Nutt is working on his 11th year in the 
West, but he’s now at Ole Miss, not Arkansas, which just points out how 
crazy things have been. That doesn't mean Tuberville is standing pat. He's 
swinging for the fences with one of those shiny new spread offenses. 

THE GOOD NEWS: That spread offense, courtesy of new coordi- 
nator Tony Franklin, was good for a season-high 423 yards in the bow! 
game against Clemson. It’s definitely on the uppity-up. The offensive line 
is fabulous, led by guard Tyronne Green, who compares to any recent 
Auburn great. 

THE BAD NEWS: The quarterback of the spread offense is still to 
be determined, with Kodi Burns and Chris Todd emerging as the favor- 
ites in the spring. There are three new starters on the defensive line who 
will ty to not disappoint All-American tackle Sen’Derrick Marks. 

A favorable SEC schedule, with more of the toughies 
at home, should make a nine-win season the lowest of expectations. A 
Sept. 20 home knockout of LSU could lead to the West title. 


AUBURN 
Dean of SEC has Another Contender 
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TOUCH DOWN AT HAMPTON 
WAKE UP A WINNER 


With a little help from my friends, I’m psyched for the big game. I've scored major Z's on Cloud Nine. The Hampton bed 
experience. Soft sheets. My choice of cushy pillows. Plush comforter and a crisp duvet. Eight restful hours. With friends 
like these, | can’t lose. For reservations, visit hampton.com or call 1-800-HAMPTON. 
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GUARANTEE 


Friendly Complimentary Complimentary 100% Satisfaction 
Service Hot Breakfast Hi-Speed Internet Guarantee 
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The Hilton Family. 


©2008 Hilton Hotels Corporation 


ARIZONA STATE 


Erickson has Devils on the Run 

Was there ever any doubt Dennis Erickson would 

win at Arizona State? He might have foolishly 
bounced between jobs in the past and played a little loosey-goosey with 
a rule or two, but the bottom-line story of his college career is that he’s 
a winner. Erickson developed and guided a modestly talented Arizona 
State team to a 10-3 record last season, its best performance since Jake 
Plummer took the Devils to the Rose Bowl after the 1996 season. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Erickson has one of the best coaching staffs 
west of the SEC and the most experienced quarterback in the Pac-10 — 
cocky sonofagun Rudy Carpenter. Seven starters return on each side, 
plus there's Groza Award winner Thomas Weber for a sure three points. 

THE BAD NEWS: The offensive line is under construction, which 
could derail talented skill players like RB Keegan Herring. ASU floun- 
dered late last season against better competition — Oregon, USC, Texas 
= showing that the talent level still needs to be notch or two higher. 

UR : ASU is ready to take on this season's tougher sched- 
ule (but, no, fy ready to beat visiting Georgia). Carpenter's veteran 
savvy will carry the Devils far in a projected down year for the Pac-10. 


KANSAS 


What? You Expected Them to Just Go Away? 

Kansas was the only school last season to finish in 

the top five in scoring offense and scoring defense. 
It led the nation in turnover margin, too. Things won't be as easy this sea- 
son. Critics noted the Jayhawks beat exactly one Top 25 team (Kansas 
State, No. 24 at the time) before the Orange Bowl. The schedule toughens, 
with games against preseason Top 25 South Florida, Oklahoma, Texas 
Tech, Texas and Missouri. Now, all the Jayhawks have to do is win. 

THE GOOD NEWS: QB Todd Reesing is back to lead by sheer 
force of will. If things break down he has the feet to run or smarts to 
throw it out of bounds. Junior College player of the year Jocques Craw- 
ford (1,935 rushing yards) could help. Defense is a strength. 

THE BAD NEWS: There are issues at both offensive tackle spots, 
including a big vacancy on the left side where departed All-American 
Anthony Collins used to be. All-American CB Aqib Talib is gone, but nine 
returning ae should pick up the slack. 

OUR : Coach Mark Mangino has built this team for long- 
term success, and while we don’t see a North title for 2008, the Jayhawks 
also don’t figure to fade to black a year after they went supernova. 


LG. TEXAS TECH 


Pass Like This and You Don’t Need to Run 

This is as loaded as the Red Raiders have been in 

Mike Leach’s nine seasons. Ten starters return to 
the nation’s No. 2 offense. The offense you know about, but Leach has 
a serviceable defense that could help the Red Raiders finish above their 
traditional third/fourth in the Big 12 South. 

That defense finished a respectable third in the league. On the other 
hand, it also had a hard time stopping the run, giving up at least 200 
yards on the ground to five Big 12 teams. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Back to our feature presentation: Leach has 
never had a better offense. Graham Harrell has eight of his top 10 receiv- 
ers back, including Biletnikoff Award winner Michael Crabtree. One of 
those guys could get a New York invite for the Heisman. 

THE BAD NEWS: Offensive balance is a problem, but Leach 
doesn’t seem to care. Tech finished last nationally in rushing last season. 
If opposing defenses can pressure Harrell, the game is over. Even though 
Tech won nine at season, its four losses were by a combined 56 points. 

IR : It’s hard to pick 10 victories from a schedule that 
includes trips if Oklahoma, Kansas and Texas A&M. Texas Tech will 
probably lose one it shouldn't, end up 9-3 and third in the Big 12 South. 
Haven't we heard this before? 


i. 4. WAKE FOREST 


Dismiss the Deacons? Not This Year. 

Wake Forest, with its mostly nowhere past, is a 

program easily dismissed. Its stadium, although 
recently updated, still has only 31,500 permanent seats. Let’s see — that 
wouldn't even fill one side of most places. Tradition? Wake has won only 
two conference championships in 107 seasons of football. But one of 
those was in 2006. Then the Demon Deacons followed up with a nine- 
win season. Sixteen starters are back. They're not going away. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Wake Forest has a couple of those guys who 
seem to be eighth-year seniors, like cornerback Alphonso Smith and kick- 
er/punter Sam Swank. Accurate junior QB Riley Skinner is entering his 
third season as the starter, established as one of the best in the ACC. 

THE BAD NEWS: The Deacons will miss graduated center Steve 
Justice. The offense needs a home-run threat at receiver. The Demon 
Deacons have to show that they're better than the 44-10 drubbing they 
received at Clemson last season. 

: The bulk of a team that won 20 games in the past two 
years is back Wake’ s players, from Skinner and Swank, RB Josh Adams 
and LB Aaron Curry, are simply better than most others in the ACC. 


LS. ILLINOIS 


Corner turned, Juice and Friends Pour it on 
Ron Zook seemingly turned the corner, getting |I- 
linois to Pasadena for the first time in 24 years. 
Not even the depressing Rose Bowl loss could trump the good feeling 
from the regular season, which included the memorable victory over 
Ohio State. Zook also survived the ravages of coaching changes and 
retained his right-hand man, Mike Locksley, as offensive coordinator 
and ace recruiter. They have the nation’s attention; now, the Illini must 
prove they truly belong. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Illinois is one of the few teams in the country 
that runs a power running game out of the spread. If quarterback Juice 
Williams improves his completion percentage, the offense will gain some 
needed balance. 

THE BAD NEWS: Tailback Rashard Mendenhall took his 1,681 
yards and went pro. Zook must find a replacement among junior Daniel 
Dufrene and redshirt freshman Troy Pollard. And All-American lineback- 
erJ Leman i is no longer around to clean every defensive mistake. 

UR CALL: It will be hard for Illinois to have a better record than 
last season’s 9- 4 mark, and the Illini better be sharp early against Mis- 
souri and back-to-back road games at Penn State and Michigan. 


ILLINOIS 


). SOUTH FLORIDA 


Burned in the Sun Bowl, Bigger Goals in Focus 

Call it unfinished business. Just getting to a bowl 

isn’t enough. The Sun Bowl last season? That didn't 
exactly fit the Bulls like a pair of Tony Lama boots, After a 6-0 start they were 
thinking national title ... and then hoped for a conference title and a BCS 
game ... and then they waited on the Gator. Didn't happen. The Sun was kind 
of a big, fat letdown — and it showed in a blowout loss to Oregon and its 
fourth-string quarterback. It’s all motivation for 18 returning starters. 

THE GOOD NEWS: USF returns 10 starters on offense, starting 
with QB Matt Grothe, who passed and ran like crazy and got all worn down 
near the end of last year. RB Mike Ford could be used more to keep Grothe 
fresh. No worries with DE George Selvie, who had 31.5 tackles for loss. 

THE BAD NEWS: It was a comfort having two NFL-caliber cor- 
nerbacks last season. No more. Mike Jenkins and Trae Williams are 
gone. On offense, much depends on how healthy Grothe (3,542 yards of 
total offense) is able to remain. 

UR CALL: Selvie and Grothe lead a veteran team that has won 
bia games, and might now know how to better handle the spotlight. No 
doubt, the Bulls can win the Big East. 


» ALABAMA 


Saban’s Newbies Take Control 

The Crimson Tide has many ingredients of a sleep- 

er. Alabama has a returning starting quarterback, 
John Parker Wilson, who has been good and has the ability to hit the 
big time. Alabama has a front seven that should decently stop the run 
(28th nationally last year). The Tide lost a bunch of close games (all six 
losses by a touchdown or less) that could easily turn around. And it has 
a higher-than-average number of returning starters (17). 

THE GOOD NEWS: One more thing about Alabama as a sleep- 
er: Teams often make a big jump in a coach’s second season. Nick 
Saban has some excellent pieces here — including OT Andre Smith, C 
Antoine Caldwell, S Rashad Johnson, RB Terry Grant and LB Rolando 
McClain. 

THE BAD NEWS: Alabama does need some players to step up 
along the defensive front seven. And while having the nation’s No. 1 
recruiting class is a good thing, using so many newbies right away — 
especially on defense — isn’t always the best of signs. 

.; Like everyone else in the SEC, the schedule leaves lit- 
tle margin for error, plus there’s the opener against Clemson. But here’s 
the bottom line: Get the Tide while you can, because Saban is building. 


O |» OREGON 


Be alert: Gang Green’s back in Eugene 

OREGON | Just about nobody thought Oregon could win 
last season without Dennis Dixon. His torn ACL 
was the difference between a national championship bid and a three- 
game losing streak to end the regular season. Then the Ducks put up 56 
against South Florida in the Sun Bowl. So it is possible. Oregon will find 
somebody at quarterback who can make the offense work well enough to 
let the team’s strength — its defense — take it from there. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Coordinator Nick Aliotti’s defense, led by 
sack-man end Nick Reed, will be one of the Pac-10's best. All-league 
safety Patrick Chung has been roving the secondary forever it seems. JC 
running back LaGarrette Blount was a spring revelation, easing concerns 
over the loss of Jonathan Stewart. 

THE BAD NEWS: The lost firepower will test the ingenuity of of- 
fensive coordinator Chip Kelly and his spread option. The schedule has 
some tricky non-conference games (at Purdue, vs. Boise State) and a 
slew of sprian trips i in league play (USC, Arizona State, Cal). 

: It's OK that Oregon won't be scoring in the 50s, which 
it did four times last year with Dixon. The Ducks are always best anyway 
when the defense leads the charge. Can we still call them Gang Green? 


, FRESNO STATE 


Move Over Broncos ... Old Guard is Back 
It is hard to believe that for all the good coach Pat 
Hill has done at Fresno State, for all the upsets of 
BCS schools, and all the off-Saturday appearances on ESPN, he’s only 
won one WAC championship in 11 years. Much of the blame goes to 
nemesis Boise State, which regularly has broken the Bulldogs’ hearts 
since joining the league in 2001. The Broncos again are a high hurdle 
— but at least Hawaii isn’t this season — and it looks like this is the 
Bulldogs’ time to turn the tables. 
THE GOOD NEWS: Fresno State returns 10 starters on offense 
and is plenty deep at running back, so it will be able to play good ol’ 
blue-collar football, which is fine by Hill. Quarterback Tom Brandstater is 
a steady veteran who can avoid the killer mistake. 
THE BAD NEWS: This season, “anyone, anytime, anywhere” in- 
cludes games at Rutgers and UCLA, with a home matchup against Wis- 
consin. Hill spent the spring looking for more aggressive play on defense 
after the Baus came up with a mere 13 turnovers last season. 
With the schedule, we're not talking BCS material 
here. But esis State will knock off somebody good, avoid its usual 
blunder in the league, and win the WAC for the first time since ‘99. 
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1.23 . PITTSBURGH 


OK, Dave, Show Us What You've Got 
Dave Wannstedt, entering his fourth season at 
Pitt, has strung together the kind of recruiting 
classes that should begin to translate to more victories and a national 
ranking. His results so far: underwhelming. He has a 16-19 record with 
the Panthers, no winning season, and he’s yet to beat Rutgers or Lou- 
isville, even when the Cardinals were bad last season. This is a prove-it 
year for a program that returns 17 starters from the team that denied 
West Virginia the national title game. 
THE GOOD NEWS: LeSean McCoy ran for 1,328 yards and 14 
TDs as a true freshman, more yards than that other touted freshman at 
Georgia. The Panthers are deep at receiver and get back 2006 star Derek 
Kinder from injury. LB Scott McKillop hogs just about every tackle. 
THE BAD NEWS: The Panthers have to figure out their quarter- 
back situation and make sure there's enough balance to keep McCoy 
from being too much of a target. 

UR CALL: No excuses. No excuses for anything less than a 4-0 
start. No excuses for not going to a bowl. No excuses for not making 
less than a full-hearted effort at the Big East title. The pressure is on 
Wannstedt. 


, TENNESSEE 


Another Big Second-Half Push 

Critics will point out that it's been nearly 10 years 

since Tennessee went on its magical run to the na- 
tional title, and the Vols haven't won the SEC championship since. There 
have been numerous off-field issues, including this past winter, which 
is why you sometimes see “embattled” next to the words “coach Phillip 
Fulmer.” Through it all, it’s easy to forget the resiliency the team showed 
in winning the SEC East last season, finishing with 10 victories. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Eight starters are back on offense, and the 
return of senior running back Arian Foster was welcome news. The Vols 
are deep at running back, receiver and in the secondary. The team could 
make a big push over a somewhat weak second half of the season. 

THE BAD NEWS: The hub of the offense — QB Erik Ainge and 
coordinator David Cutcliffe — has to be replaced. How will the team 
adapt to a more wide-open offense? Jerod Mayo’s early departure to the 
NFL was a big. bite out of the front seven. 

: The Vols definitely have the personnel to move higher 
in the sans if $ just that not all the talented teams in the SEC can win 
every week. Somebody has to slide a bit. 


Zz <3» FLORIDA STATE 


Can Papa Bowden put Together Another Big Run? 

Bobby Bowden has 17 losses in the past three 

seasons — and that’s four more than he had in 
the entire decade of the ‘90s. The end isn’t completely at hand yet, but 
the program already has sent out the puff of white smoke, signaling of- 
fensive coordinator Jimbo Fisher is next in line. Having that continuity 
should help the ‘Noles move forward, especially on the recruiting trail, as 
the team tries to gear up for one more big run for Papa Bowden. 

THE GOOD NEWS: Most teams would die for the raw talent in 
Tallahassee. A secondary that has safety Myron Rolle, plus corners Tony 
Carter and Patrick Robinson should be a defensive strength. WR Greg 
Carr is an NFL prototype. Senior QB Drew Weatherford has experience, 
if not pizzazz. 

THE BAD NEWS: Florida State could win the mess of a Coastal 
Division but is stuck in the more-stacked Atlantic. The ‘Noles have lost 
the past three Bowden Bowls to Tommy's Tigers, and any semblance of 
a running game is a distant memory. 

OUI : This might not be the year FSU sheds its under- 
achiever label because most expect them to achieve little. But eight wins 
are out there, which would be a step in the right direction. 
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WTC PRO TOURNAMENT DOTHAN 


RICKWOOD CLASSIC ~ BIRMINGHAM ~ MAY 28 


BARBER MOTORSPORTS PARK - LEEDS : ALABAMA SPORTS HALL OF FAME BIRMINGHAM 


You could travel the globe and not find more sports opportunities than we have right here in 
Alabama. That’s why we're devoting an entire year to sports of all kinds, Racing at the Talladega 
Superspeedway, football in Auburn and Tuscaloosa, golf along the Robert Trent Jones Golf 
Trail. We've got it all. So if you've got a passion for sports, then 2008 is going to be a year to 


remember. Get schedules, see video clips, get information about sports events and destinations, | Mdaaadanuabed 


ALABAMA 
and register to win the ULTIMATE ALABAMA SPORTS SWEEPSTAKES ac WWW.Vearofalabamasports.com. | SMmewaulies 


RATING THE TEAMS I-llS 


6. Florida ....,...SEC 11. Wisconsin.....BigTen 2 16, Wake Forest...ACC 2  21.Oregon.......Pac-10 
NZAESU voosd cease SEC 3 «© 12.BYU..........MWG 1 17. {llinois........BigTen 3 22, Fresno State... WAC 

8, Texas .......-Big12 3 13. Auburn........SEC 4 18.South Florida ..BigEast 2 23. Pitt..........Big East 
9. West Virginia ..BigEast 1 14. ArizonaState..Pac-10 2 19.TexasTech....Big12 5 24. Tennessee.....SEC 
2 10. Clemson......ACC 1 15.Kansas.......Big12 4 20. Alabama......SEC 5 25. Florida State. . .ACC 


0. Team Conf. Conf. Rank lo. Team Conf. Conf. Rank 
26. Penn State BigTen 4 — Games at Wisconsin, Ohio State could preclude a serious run. 73. Nevada WAC 3 QB Colin Kaepemick, RB Luke Lippincott lead Pistol offense, 
27. South Carolina SEC 7 Due for better health in 2008 as team slogs through tough SEC. 74. New Mexico MWC 4 —_ QB Donovan Porterie is one of the best in Mountain West. 
28. Boise State WAC 2 Broncos, even during some remodeling, seem good for nine wins. 75. Minnesota BigTen 10 Top 20 recruiting class a sign of better things to come. 
29. Virginia Tech ACC 4 Rebuilding year for Hokies, who should still win Coastal division. 76. Hawaii WAC 4 Defense will have to be the star of the show this time around, 
30. Texas A&M Bigi2 6 — Aggies have new offense, new defense, new coach Mike Sherman. 77. Southem Miss C-USA 6 — Program gone stale? New coach Larry Fedora breaks out spread. 
31. Michigan BigTen 5  Abumpy start for the major transition to coach Rich Rodriguez. 78. Vanderbilt SEC 12 Vandy seemed to have a shot last year. Now? Not so much. 
32. California Pac-10 4 — Quarterback position figures to be a mystery until fall camp. 79, Washington State Pac-10 10 New coach Paul Wulff puts new OB into new no-huddle offense, 
33. Rutgers BigEast 4 — Looking at another bowl, but schedule will make it a challenge. 80. lowa State Big12 11 Late-season wins over Kansas State, Colorado were encouraging. 
34. Maryland ACC 5 __ Just one winning record for Terps in the past four seasons. 81. Air Force MWC =5 Only nine starters return from fine 9-4 season for Troy Calhoun. 
35. Boston College ACC 6 __ Eagles begin life without Ryan ... and start over at RB, too. 82. Northwestem  BigTen 11 Wildcats try to rally behind senior quarterback C.J. Bacher. 
36. Michigan State  BigTen 6 — Allseven losses last season came by a touchdown or less. 83. Baylor Big12 12 Bears, still languishing, made good hire with coach Art Briles. 
37. UCLA Pac-10 5 — Never a dull moment with Rick Neuheisel now in charge. 84. Florida Atlantic Sun Belt 1 Owls, led by QB Rusty Smith, should repeat as league champs. 
38. Tulsa C-USA 1 Another high-scoring team, even without QB Paul Smith. 85. Wyoming MWC 6 Promising season ended with six losses in final seven games, 
39. Utah MWC = 2 Looks like best Utah team since perfect 2004 season. 86. NewMexicoSt. WAC 5 — Passing game might be enough to end 47-season bowl drought. 
40. Colorado Big12 7 Butts another team testing out a hurry-up, no-huddle offense. 87. UTEP C-USA 7 Miners trying out 3-3-5 scheme to improve woeful defense. 
41, Oklahoma State Bigi2 8  — QBZac Robinson back in offense that averaged 486.3 yards. 88. Troy Sun Belt 2 Need to find a suitable replacement for 0B Omar Haugabook. 
42. North Carolina ACC 7 _ Tar Heels ready to make a move in Butch Davis’ second year. 89. Marshall C-USA 8 Building up the roster, Mark Snyder's team should Keep improving. 
43, Miami ACC 8 _ Infusion of young talent bodes well... for the 2009 season, 90. San Diego State MWC 7 Lack of success at SDSU is a college football mystery. 
44. TCU MWC 3 —_Homed Frogs never too far away from conference title. 91, SanJose State WAC 6 Spartans can move higher if new quarterback emerges. 
45. lowa BigTen 7 — Hawkeyes are just one game over .500 in the past three years. 92. Syracuse BigEast 8 Orange not ready for a bowl — even in a league with seven tie-ins, 
46. Mississippi State SEC 8 15 starters retum from team that won eight games, including bow. 93, Duke ACC 12 Last two coaches a combined 13-90. Welcome, David Cutcliffe, 
47. Purdue BigTen 8  Last.go-round for coach Joe Tiller could feature more no-huddle. 94, Louisiana Tech WAC 7 — Made three-game improvement in coach Derek Dooley's debut. 
48. Oregon State  Pac-10 6 — Doing some rebuilding, but the Beavers often surprise. 95. Colorado State MWC 8 Steve Fairchild takes over after awkward Sonny Lubick departure. 
49. Houston C-USA 2 Kevin Sumlin takes over as coach, ready to challenge in West. 96. Kent State MAC 4 Flashes have potent running game with Eugene Jarvis. 
50. UConn BigEast 5 Have to navigate tougher schedule after tying for Big East title, 97. Tulane C-USA 9 Bob Toledo got things moving in the right direction last season. 
51. Nebraska Bigi2 9  BoPelini brings hope after Huskers were a horrible 2-6 in league. 98. SMU C-USA 10 Mustangs make big move, open wallet and pull in June Jones. 
52, Memphis C-USA 3 Tigers have hope on defense, look for fifth bowl in six seasons. 99. BowlingGreen MAC 5 Should have one of league's best offenses again. 
53. Ole Miss SEC 9 Hope squared in Oxford: Coach Houston Nutt, QB Jevan Snead. 100. Toledo MAC 6 Toledo gets both Central Michigan and Ball State at home. 
54. Arkansas SEC 10 Bobby Petrino will win here eventually, but Hogs lost too much. 101. UL-Monroe Sun Belt 3 After a victory at Alabama, a lot more things seems possible, 
55. UCF C-USA 4 — Overhaul on offense after losing RB Kevin Smith (2,567 yds). 102. Akron MAC 7  Zpsplaying last season in Rubber Bowl, awaiting new digs. 
56. N.C. State ACC 9 Five-way quarterback battle heads into fall camp. 103. Rice C-USA 11 QB Chase Clement, WR Jarett Dillard ... and no defense, 
57. Louisville BigEast 6 Cardinals will slip back into bow! biz after miserable 6-6 season. 104. Ohio MAC 8 — Hasto overcome tough schedule and loss of RB Kalvin McRae. 
58. GeorgiaTech ACC 10 It will be fun to see coach Paul Johnson's option in the ACC. 105. UNLV MWC 9 Mike Sanford (6-29) needs to produce in his fourth season. 
59. Notre Dame IND 1 Getting back to the bow! fringes sounds like progress after 2007. 106. Northern Illinois MAC 9 New coach Jerry Kill inherits veteran team. A quick bounce-back? 
60. Arizona Pac-10 7 — Can'tgetin sync: Offense steps forward, defense steps back. 107. Wester Michigan MAC 10 Defense should be stout in the MAC with 11 starters back. 
61. Kansas State Big12 10 Program lost some steam after losing final four games last year. 108. UL-Lafayette Sun Belt 4 — Enough offense to be a spoiler or factor in the conference race. 
62. Cincinnati BigEast 7 Competitive, but it doesn’t look like another nine-win season, 109. Temple MAC 11 Anexperienced team that is going to continue to get a little better. 
63. Kentucky SEC 11 Wildcats fall back after posting consecutive eight-win seasons. 110. Buffalo MAC 12 That's improvement: Coach Turner Gill is 7-17 in two seasons. 
64. Washington Pac-10 8 — Jake Locker is the West Coast version of Florida's Tim Tebow. 111. Army IND 3 Stan Brock spent his second spring tinkering with the offense. 
65. Indiana BigTen 9 Stila tough climb despite last season's magic ride to a bowl. 112. UAB CISA 12 Good news or bad: 19 starters back from two-win team. 
66. Stanford Pac-10 9 — Improving talent can compete in any week ... right, USC? 113. Middle Tennessee Sun Belt 5 Not enough else surrounding two experienced quarterbacks. 
67. Central Michigan MAC 1 0B Dan LeFevour tries to lead Chippewas to third straight crown. 114. Arkansas State Sun Belt 6 Thing you need to know: The team is now called the Red Wolves, 
68. Ball State MAC 2 Super offense will push Central Michigan for division, league title, 115. Eastem Michigan MAC 13 Quarterback Andy Schmitt could help Eagles fly higher. 
69. EastCarolina C-USA 5 Skip Holtz has to replace all-everything RB Chris Johnson, 116. North Texas Sun Belt 7 — Lots of offense, no defense ... let's play some shootouts, 
70. Miami (Ohio) MAC 3 Should repeat East title thanks to stingy defense. 117. Idaho WAC 8 Vandals enter season on a 10-game losing streak. 


71. Virginia ACC 11 Cavs replacing too much key talent to be a threat in ACC. 118. Utah State WAC 9 Aggies’ last winning record was 6-5 in 1996 under John L. Smith. 
72. Navy IND 2 Same ol triple option under new coach Ken Niumataloto. 119. Fla. International Sun Belt 8 Ended last year with win over North Texas, erasing 23-game skid. 
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Jim Vth s Network 
Like a man in long pants 


) WIN PERCENTAGE 63.4% 


' PROFIT 


Ordinary Sports Service 
like a boy in short pants 

WIN PERCENTAGE 55% 
PROFIT 


Her is that possible? okay, look at last year. 
My W/L record for ‘07 (not counting PreSeason/ 
Bowls/Playoffs) was 64 & 37 for 63.4%. If you wagered 
$100 a game, you netted $2,330 after vig. 


Wow, how'd that happen? simple. Like everything else, football 
games are good, better and best. At Jim Hurley's Network, we know our 
best games and rate them accordingly. Ambitious customers who bet my 
games the way | told them had a season for the record books, winning 
a whopping 320 out of 449 units — for 71.3% winners - even 
though our regular won/lost record was “only” 63.4% 


One monster key was my Gaine Of the Month series. 
Far and away the best games anywhere, they started with 
a bang and never let up! Imagine the confidence of 
betting games that win 10 out of 11! 


$3 Texas Tech/SMU (Under 60) 49/9 
$9 Seahawks/Bucs (Under 41) 20/6 
$22 Georgia (+32) Alabama 26-23 

Michigan (+212) Penn St 14-9 
$29 Clemson (-3) Ga Tech 3-13 
$30 Lions (+3) Bears 37-27 
020 USC (-1712) Notre Dame 38-0 


N4 Texans (+3) Raiders 24-17 
N10 NC St (-314) N Carolina 31-27 
N24 VaTech (-3%) Virginia 33-21 

So Car (+3%) Clemson 21-23 


7 J, 
Still at the same address after 23 years * Write to: Jim Hurley S 


$2,330 


Jim Hurley’s SUPER Network 
Jim busting out of phone booth 

WIN PERCENTAGE 71.3% 
PROFIT $17,755 


You know what this is leading up to? The idea of Jim Hurley’s 
SUPERNETWORK. Right. We’re going to repeat what we did last 
year — only this time YOU'RE invited. And 
I'm talking about my best games, all my best and nothing but my best— 
my Game of the Month, my Golden Games, my Totals Games of the Month 
and all the superplays that got us all the money last year — only instead of 
guaranteeing you 70% on the games, 
Try me for 60 days — at a cost of only $125 — (figure 5,6,7 games a 
week) and if by October 1, you have not won 70% of your betting units, 


If! do hit 70%, you agree to come in for the rest of the college & NFL season 
for the introductory fee of only $300 — a fraction of what you already won! 

Or, if you're already sold and want to save some money, order the en- 
tire 70% program now for the Charter rate of $300 — and save $125! 

Season Subscription (22 issues) to my Network Bulletin: Mailed every 
Sunday evening: Exclusive updated power ratings, picks on all 
college/NFL games, Best Bets/Upset Specials. Midweek update by email. 


WHAT YOURE ORDERING RIGHT NOW IS 
ALL YOU NEED TO ENJOY THE SEASON OF YOUR LIFE! 


Sign up now and get my world-class NFL pre-season games that 
went 20-3-1 last year! (list on request), starting with the Hall of Fame 
Game, August 3rd (Colts vs Redskins). 


CALL 


Or me direct at: 51 6-749-8094 os)" es) 
Or sign up on line at WWW.JiM com 
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P | “he question is always there for 
Tim Tebow, and it is all Archie 
Griffin's fault. 

Ever since the Ohio State running 
back became the only person to win two 
Heisman trophies in 1974 and 1975, the 
other four returning Heisman winners 
have faced the same query: 

Can you win it again? 

Each time, the answer has turned out 
to be no. Oklahoma's Billy Sims and 
Jason White, BYU's Ty Detmer and USC's 
Matt Leinart couldn’t repeat Griffin's 
double play. Now it’s Tebow’s turn to 
try. 

He’s certainly not shying 
away from it. 

“T like it,” he said. “I like 
the challenge — always 
something new.” 

It will be hard, though, 
because he is battling some- 
thing this season that he 
didn’t in 2007: Such wildly 
grandiose expectations. 

Before Tebow’s first game as 
a starter, critics questioned his 
ability as a passer and (as a 
quarterback who actually likes 
contact) his durability. Four 
months later, he was the first 
player in major college history 
to rush and pass for at least 20 
touchdowns in a season. 

He threw 32 touchdown 
passes and rushed for 23 
scores — the 55 total TDs are 
the SEC single-season record. 

He threw only six intercep- 
tions, and three were the 
fault of receivers. His passer 
rating of 172.5 was the sec- 
ond best in the nation, and he 
completed 66.9 percent of his passes. 

It was the 23 rushing touchdowns 
that might have pushed Tebow over the 
top among Heisman voters, and to win 
it again, he might have to equal or top 
that — which could very well be 
impossible. Coach Urban Meyer says he 
doesn’t plan to have the 6-3, 235-pound- 
er average 16 carries a game as he did 
last season. 

“Our plan, first of all, is to win the 
game,” Meyer said. “You've got to win the 
game by whatever means necessary. 
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However, we have to have intelligence 
about us and not put our players at risk.” 

There’s also the Percy Harvin factor. 
The junior running back/receiver 
accounted for 1,622 yards rushing and 
receiving last season despite missing 
two games because of migraines. He has 
a legitimate chance to amass 1,000 
yards rushing and receiving in the same 
season. 

Florida doesn’t conduct Heisman cam- 
paigns for its players, but Meyer already 
started one for Harvin in the moments 
after Tebow first touched his trophy in 
New York City. He sent Harvin a text 
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message that read, “You're next.” 

Heck, even Tebow is stumping for his 
teammate. He hadn't even left New York 
when he said he’d vote for Harvin in 
2008 much the way Southern 
California’s Matt Leinart touted his back- 
field teammate Reggie Bush en route to 
their back-to-back Heisman successes. 

“Percy is unbelievable,” Tebow said. 
“There really aren't many guys playing 
college football or in the NFL who can 
make the cuts he can. There would be a 
lot of torn ACLs.” 


Teammates stealing votes from one 
another is not rare. It's what happened 
to White in 2004 and Leinart in 2005. 

White won the Heisman in 2003 after 
throwing for 3,846 yards and 40 touch- 
downs, but he wasn’t the best player on 
his team in 2004. That was running back 
Adrian Peterson, who had one of the 
greatest freshmen seasons in NCAA his- 
tory - 1,925 yards and 15 TDs. 

Peterson finished second to Leinart, 
who threw for 3,322 yards and 33 touch- 
downs. White (3,205 yards and 35 touch- 
downs) finished third. 

Tn 2005, USC’s Bush won the award 

after totaling 2,890 all-purpose 

yards and 19 touchdowns. 

Leinart finished third behind 

Texas’ Vince Young. 

Teammates didn’t prevent 
Sims and Detmer from becom- 

_ ing repeat winners. They were 
beaten by better players. 

Sims followed his 1978 
Heisman with 1,506 yards 
rushing in the regular season, 
but lost out to USC’s Charles 
White, who led the nation 
with 2,050 yards. 

Detmer threw for 5,188 
yards and 41 touchdowns in 
1990, but the Cougars strug- 
gled in 1991 and his yardage 
total dipped by more than 
1,000. Michigan’s Desmond 
Howard, who caught 61 passes 
for 950 yards and 19 touch- 
downs, won the award. Detmer 
finished third. 

What's more, Tebow will 
have to deal with the same 
thing Sims, Detmer, White, 

and Leinart did: Sitting in the 
crosshairs of defensive players. There's 
always someone anxious to get some 
extra licks against Mr. Heisman. 

Hell also be under the proverbial 
microscope even more. There's no such 
thing as a small mistake for a Heisman 
Trophy winner. 

“If anything, that will just motivate me 
to work that much harder,” Tebow said. 

“Any time you have success or you 
have a platform, there's always going to 
be people trying to knock you off. That's 
society. That's the way people are. There 
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are pros and cons with everything and 
that’s one of the cons with it.” 

Another con is the immense publicity 
and exposure. Between interviews, speak- 
ing engagements, banquets and auto- 
graph requests, it can get overwhelming, 
said 2000 winner Chris Weinke. 

“Life’s never going to be the same,” 
Weinke said. 

“I was talking to former winners 
(immediately after winning the award) 
and they said once you win it, anywhere 
you go, anytime you speak to a group of 
people, or any time you're out in public 
or anywhere, it’s not just you anymore. 

“Along with your name is, ‘This is 
Chris Weinke 2000 Heisman Trophy win- 
ner’ That's how people look at you.” 

It’s not like Tebow wasn’t already the 
subject of enough attention. He arrived 
in Gainesville in January 2007 from Ponte 
Vedra Beach Nease High as the most- 
hyped recruit in the state’s history. 

He committed to Florida in a live press 

conference on ESPN in December 2005, 
and later that night the sports network 
televised a one-hour documentary about 
Tebow’s life, high school career, and his 
agonizing decision of choosing between 
Alabama and Florida. 

The title of the documentary: The 
Chosen One. 

He was a folk hero from the moment 
he got on campus. College kids wanted 
autographs and pictures, older fans 
wanted to chat football for a few 
moments, and teenaged girls giggled 
when he walked by. 

He couldn't go anywhere without being 
asked for an autograph or a picture. He's 
been asked to sign fruit (the watermelon 
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3. COLT BRENNAN, QB 
4. CHASE DANIEL, QB MISSOURI 
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was the easiest), milk cartons, cereal 
boxes (Wheaties, of course) and body 
parts — a nose, a forehead, necks. 

One spring afternoon, during a visit to 
a Gainesville elementary school, a woman 
approached and asked Tebow to sign her 
infant daughter's head. So he did. With 
a Sharpie. 

“I was laughing so hard,” Tebow 
said. “This lady was like, ‘Will you sign 
my baby?’ I was like, ‘Sure ma’am! I 
signed her forehead. The lady was so 
ecstatic, too.” 

There was also his now-legendary per- 
formance of Kenny Chesney's “She Thinks 
My Tractor’s Sexy” with Chesney, who 
was playing a small Gainesville club. 

The two have become good friends, 
close enough that Tebow recently 
recalled a conversation in which he 
blasted his buddy for scheduling a con- 
cert in nearby Jacksonville for 8 p.m. 
Aug. 30 — the day the Gators open the 
2008 season against Hawaii. 

Plus, there are the “Tim Tebow facts.” 

Superman wears Tim Tebow pajamas. 

Tim Tebow counted to infinity — 
twice. 

Tim Tebow can divide by zero. 

Sure, it's a ripoff of the quirky Chuck 
Norris facts — Chuck Norris can believe 
it’s not butter! — but substitute Tebow’s 
name for Norris, throw the saying on an 
orange and blue T-shirt, and, well, you 
sell a lot of T-shirts. 

And, uh ... that was before he won the 
Heisman. 

Now it's gone nuclear. 

Within days of winning the Heisman, 
he had already received congratulatory 
letters or phone calls from President 


Bush, Florida Gov. Charlie Crist, Chesney 
— and Norris. 

Speaking requests, which already were 
nearly unmanageable before, nearly tri- 
pled. Church groups, youth groups, 
schools, prisons, Boy Scouts, football 
teams — some from as far away as Texas 
— all wanted Tebow to visit. 

And not to talk about football. More 
so, to talk about his Christian faith and 
the missionary work he and his family 
do in the Philippines. 

The Bob Tebow Evangelistic Association 
— named after Tim's father — runs an 
orphanage in the Philippines. Tebow has 
spent time there every year since he 
was 15. 

As plentiful as the speaking requests 
were, they were dwarfed by the auto- 
graph requests. Florida received so many 
that the school asked fans not to 
approach Tebow, instructing them to 
instead pick up a free autographed 
poster from the school. 

“The number of (autograph) requests 
have probably increased 100-fold,” said 
Jamie McCloskey, UF's associate athletic 
director for compliance. “That's not fair 
to him. I think we have a duty, a respon- 
sibility, an obligation, to protect him.” 

In the days following his return to 
Gainesville after winning the award, the 
crowd waiting outside the practice field 
during Capital One Bowl practices was so 
thick that the school ferried Tebow to 
and from the practice field on a golf 
cart. Otherwise he would have been 
signing for more than an hour. 

Gladly, though. 

“I remember when I was young and I 
wanted an autograph with (former UF 
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quarterback) Danny (Wuerffel) or have a 
picture taken with him, and he was 
more than happy to take it with me,” 
Tebow said. “I remember how that makes 
you feel as a kid. You want to give that 
same feeling to kids now. 

“After a while it can start wearing on 
you, but you have to go and say, Tm 
making a lot of people happy by doing 
this, and that should give me joy. And it 
does give me joy. I think that’s how you 
go about handling it.” 

Tebow also uses his immense popular- 
ity to help raise awareness of those in 
need. That’s why he teamed with UF's 
student government to organize a char- 
ity powder puff tournament for the 
school’s sororities to raise money for 
charities locally and across the world. 

Tebow convinced 14 of UF's 18 sorori- 
ties to participate and got 15 teammates 
to agree to act as coaches for the soror- 
ity teams (twins Mike and Maurkice 
Pouncey were a set). The tournament, 
played the day after UF’s spring game, 
raised nearly $10,000, and Tebow hopes 
it will become an annual event. 

The idea was sparked when Tebow met 
1982 Heisman winner Herschel Walker at 
the formal dinner two days after the 
Heisman ceremony. 

“He was saying how a lot of people have 
great intentions and great wishes, but 
(they don't) actually get up and do some- 
thing,” Tebow said. “A lot of people have 
great intentions for things, but to actually 


get up and work for it — that was some- | 


thing that was very motivating and cool.” 
By now this thought is certainly out 
there: This kid is too good to be true. 


Craig Howard, Tebow’s coach at Nease | 


High School, said people say that to him 
a lot. His answer is always the same: 
That's just Timmy. 

“He is that guy,” Howard said. “They 
always look for a flaw. I guess people 
don’t want to have a real American hero. 
Tim Tebow is the real American hero and 
he’s the real deal. 

“Winning the Heisman is a life-chang- 
ing experience and it does change 
Timmy's life; but it won't change Timmy. 
He will be the same kid that will be in 
church on Sunday morning, and on 
Sunday afternoon he'll be working on 
some flaw in his ability to improve.” 

Wait until this December, Howard 
said, and you'll be even more impressed. 
Then people will be talking three-peat. 

“He has a chance to be the first guy in 
history to win three Heismans,” Howard 
said. “He's always doing these kinds of 
things. He did it in high school. He 
broke every record in the history of high 
school football in Florida. 

“When he went to Florida they said, 
‘Well, he can’t do it at Florida’ Now he’s 
done that. Now that he’s made this 
threshold, he has a chance to do it bet- 
ter than it’s ever been done before. 

“And I'm one guy who believes 
he will.” = 


TEBOW'S 2007 STATS 


PASSING. 

13 234 350 66.9 3,286 
RUNNING 

13 210 «= 895 43 23 
HIGHLIGHTS 


32 6 252.8 172.46 


68.8 


© First player in NCAA history with at least 20 passing and 20 rushing touchdowns 


in one season. 


'* Set SEC record for total touchdowns in a season (55) 
. Has 14-game : streak with at least one passing and one rushing TD, the longest 


‘in NCAA history. 


. Set NCAA record for rushing touchdowns by a quarterback (23). 
© Set school single-game record with five rushing touchdowns vs. South Carolina. 
Had seven total touchdowns against the Gamecocks. 


* Led SEC in total offense (321.6 yards per game). 
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ONE WON 
TWICE 


ARCHIE GRIFFIN IS (AND 
MAYBE ALWAYS WILL BE) THE 
ONE AND ONLY TWO-TIME 
HEISMAN TROPHY WINNER 


Tagged with the distinction of being 
the only two-time winner of the Heisman 
Trophy, Archie Griffin is comfortable 
with the notion of some day sharing 
that honor with someone else. 

“I expect that somewhere along the 
line, somebody is going to win it twice,’ 
Griffin told Lindy’s writer Bruce Hooley a 
while back. 

“Having that title, ‘Two-time Heisman 
Trophy winner, is special to me. It’s very, 
very special to me. But I don’t worry 
about having to share it with someone. 
I can always say, ‘I was the first! “ 

Now there seems to be a serious conten- 
der to that distinction — perhaps the 
most serious dual candidate since Griffin 
became the one and only in 1975. 

“Being a Heisman winner means a whole 
heck of a lot to me,’ said Griffin, now the 
president of Ohio State’s alumni associa- 
tion. “I know I wouldn't have been able to 
go to some of the places I've gone or speak 
to some of the people I've spoken to 
without being a Heisman Trophy winner. 

“That award opens doors for you, but 
more importantly, it identifies you with 
a group of people who took their talent 
and developed it through hard work.” 

Griffin acknowledged that he thought 
he could win it as a junior because he 
had finished fifth as a sophomore and 
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was the only member of the top five who 
would be returning. He was coming off a 
season in which he was named consen- 
_ Sus first-team All-American after rushing 
for a Big Ten-record 1,577 yards. 

It wound up an open-and-shut case 
when Griffin broke his own conference 
mark with 1,695 yards and broke Steve 


Owens’ then-NCAA record of 17 straight - 


100-yard games. 

Those exploits made Griffin an easy 
winner by more than 1,100 votes over 
USC’s Anthony Davis. 

“T think I appreciated the award more the 
second time, simply because I felt I had to 
work so much harder for it/’ Griffin said. 
“The opposing defensive players especially 
loved to hit a Heisman winner. I can't tell 
you how many comments I received in the 
trenches during my senior year.’ 

None of those remarks stuck with 
Griffin like a favorite saying of his 
legendary coach, Woody Hayes. 

“Coach Hayes always said, ‘You're either 
getting better or you're getting worse. You 
never stay at the same level/” Griffin said. 

“Well, that meant I'd have to work that 
much harder in 1975, because if I won 
the Heisman as a junior and didn’t win 
it as a senior, that would mean I wasn't 
getting any better.’ 

Griffin's rushing total declined to 1,383 
yards his final season and his tou- 
chdowns dropped from 12 to four, but 
that came largely because the Buckeyes 
blew through their regular-season sche- 
dule unbeaten and seldom played their 
star tailback in the fourth quarter. 

“I didn't think that would hurt me as 
much as I just didn’t believe they would 
give the Heisman to the same person 
twice,’ Griffin said. 

But then, nobody before or since has 
topped 100 yards rushing 31 games in a 
row, as he did. 

The message he carries and speaks 
about often — about the value of hard 
work and team play and blending sports 
with integrity — is something that 
makes him perhaps the most revered 
member of the “Heisman family.” 

Still, he'll always be defined as, if not 
the only two-time Heisman Trophy win- 
ner, then certainly, the first to pull off 
that double. 

“Tt seems to be part of my name now,” 
Griffin said. “Whenever I’m mentioned, 
it’s always, ‘Two-time Heisman Trophy 
winner: It’s become a part of my life. It’s 
something I never thought would hap- 
pen to me, so I consider it a bonus. | 
cherish it very much.” = 
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Florida QB Tim Tebow is the fifth Heisman winner since Archie Griffin to return 
to school for a chance at a repeat. The other players to go for a two-fer all finished 
in the top three of the voting the next season, but never won. 

By winning the Heisman, they set the bar high, A year later, Billy Sims, Ty 
Detmer and Jason White couldn't quite accumulate the same numbers as when 
they took home the trophy. Matt Leinart’s senior-season stats were basically a 
wash with his Heisman-winning totals — some better, some worse. 

Before Griffin, there were four juniors to win the award — Doc Blanchard (1945), 
Doak Walker (1948), Vic Janowicz (1950) and Roger Staubach (1963). 

None finished as high as second on the heels of their victory. 

Blanchard fell to fourth in 1946 when his Army teammate, Glenn Davis, won 
the honor. Walker wound up third in 1949. Neither Janowicz nor Staubach made 
the top 10 in their senior seasons. 

Here's a breakdown of how the four two-time candidates have done 
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1978: Billy Sims, RB, Oklahoma 

When he won: Averaged national-best 

160.1 yards per game and 7.6 per carry, 
Repeat attempt: Finished a distant second to 
USC running back Charles White. 

Stat stuff: Dropped from 1,896 rushing 

yards in Heisman year to 1,670, including 
bowl stats. 


1990: Ty Detmer, QB, BYU 


| When he won: Record-setting year included 


5,188 passing yards and 41 TDs in regular season. 
Repeat attempt: Finished third as Michigan's 
Desmond Howard stiff-armed the competition. 
Stat stuff: BYU lost its first three games 

in 1991, and Detmer “slumped” to 4,031 
passing yards. 


2003: Jason White, QB, Oklahoma 
When he won: Led team to perfect regular 
season; had 3,846 passing yards and 


' school-record 40 TDs. 


Repeat attempt: Was second in his backfield, 
trailing winner Matt Leinart and teammate 
Adrian Peterson. 

Stat stuff: Peterson siphoned some numbers 
from White, who passed for 3,205 yards, 35 
TDs, as senior. 


2004: Matt Leinart, QB, USC 

When he won: Completed 65.3 percent of 

his passes for 3,322 yards (33 TDs, 6 INTs) for 
13-0 team. 

Repeat attempt: Teammate Reggie Bush won, 
well ahead of Texas QB Vince Young. Leinart 
was third. 

Stat stuff: It’s not that Leinart was worse as a 
senior (3,815 yards, 28 TDs), it’s that Bush was 
way better. 
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THE HEYDAY OF 
COORDINATORS 


By Dennis Dodd 
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nowshon Moreno’s story starts 
at a place where YouTube 
can’t see and not even Rivals. 
com can evaluate. 

It starts with good old-fashioned hy- 
perbole. Or maybe not. No one is really 
sure what happened that day at Bayshore 
Middle School in New Jersey, just that it 
was amazing. 

There were, oh, maybe 25 to 30 kids 
ina P.E. class. Little Knowshon lined them 
up and told them to come get him. 

“Weaved through the whole class 
without getting touched,” his high school 
coach, Steve Antonucci, related. “I don’t 
think anybody came even close to him.” 

The tale came to Antonucci second 
hand, but it has been repeated enough 
times to become urban legend when the 
tailback’s exploits are mentioned. Fortu- 
nately, there are now cameras around each 
Saturday to document reasonable facsimi- 
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les of what Moreno did in P.E. class. 

We're not saying Georgia’s redshirt 
sophomore tailback is going to go un- 
touched this season. Let’s start modestly 
and select Moreno as Lindy’ preseason 
Offensive Player of the Year. 

Move over Tim Tebow. The 5-11, 
207-pound jolt of energy is the next big 
thing in the SEC, if not the country, for 
Lindy s preseason No. 1 team. 

“They tell that story all the time,” 
Moreno said of his P.E. exploits. “I re- 
member doing that.” 

After a redshirt season in 2006, Moreno 
became the first Georgia freshman running 
back since Herschel Walker to be named 
All-SEC. Only Walker (1,616) had more 
yards as a freshman at Georgia than More- 
no (1,334). Considering what Walker ac- 
complished, let’s just say there is reason for 
the usually rabid Hairy Dawgs to practically 
jump out of their skin this season. 


Know This: 
Moreno 
Already a 
Legend 


By Dennis Dodd 


“Tt’s a long season,” Moreno warned. 
“You never know, you could get injured in 
the first game.” 

Moreno isn’t a buzzkill, just a man of 
few words and many yards. 

Georgia’s second-half push to a Sug- 
ar Bowl berth in 2007 coincided with 
Moreno’s first career start. The Bulldogs 
were 4-2 after getting blasted by Tennes- 
see. Boom: Moreno goes for 157 yards on 
28 carries against Vanderbilt, and. Georgia 
was off and running on its seven-game 
winning streak. 

Moreno had a string of five consecu- 
tive 100-yard games that spurred the Ath- 
ens T-shirt industry to ask: Do you Know- 
shon? 

Before you Knowshon you have to 
know how he got to Georgia. From New 
Jersey of all places. 

When Moreno was completing his ca- 
reer as that state’s No. 1 career rusher (now 
No. 2) at Middletown South High School, 
Mark Richt already had landed defensive 
tackle Kade Weston from Red Bank, N.J. 

Moreno took a couple of 15-hour train 
rides to and from Athens. He was hooked. 

“There’s a train that runs from here 
to New Jersey?” quarterback Matthew 
Stafford asked. 

Apparently. 

“T really believe that when Knowshon 
came to a camp here, he thought it was 
a Nike camp where coaches from all the 
schools were coming to watch,” Richt said. 
“T think maybe he was a little bit bummed.” 

If he was, Moreno didn’t show it 
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During that camp, coaches decided to pair 
Moreno with Norcross, Ga., prospect Ca- 
leb King. 

“Sweltering heat, sand, rubber in your 
face,” Richt said. “We were grinding them. 
Then we started doing competitive stuff. 
They were our top two war daddies. We 
didn’t know who Knowshon was. We 
didn’t know what was inside of him.” 

What was inside him was truly a hy- 
brid back. Moreno can lower his shoulder 
running between the tackles. He can drop 
jaws with his spin moves in the open field. 

“The amazing thing to me about 
Knowshon is he already knows what is hap- 
pening before it happens,” Antonucci said. 
“He makes decisions in milliseconds.” 


Tim Tebow Knowshon Moreno 


When the complaining died down in 
December over missing out on a) a nation- 
al championship berth and b) a Rose Bowl 
shot at USC, Georgia started to realize it 
had something special: Another title shot 
in ‘08 and another great tailback from a 
school that has produced a few. 

Georgia’s history of stockpiling tail- 
backs and then sharing carries gives More- 
no’s 2007 accomplishment more weight. 
He is only the 12th Bulldog ever to rush 
for 1,000 yards. 

Moreno is as close to a hoss as the pro- 
gram has had in a while. 

“The thing that separates him a little 
bit is his incredible energy,” coaching leg- 
end Vince Dooley said of Moreno. “As 


OFFENSE 


Chris Wells Michael Crabtree 


soon as he gets hit, he rolls on the ground, 
he’s jumping up. He’s back in the hud- 
Gr 

High school players in Georgia now im- 
itate Moreno’s signature move — popping 
up as if poked by a cattle prod after a tackle. 
Half of it shows the opponent that he isn’t 
fazed by a hit. The other half is Moreno be- 
ing continually wired to a car battery. 

“He wants to be great,” said Rodney 
Garner, Georgia’s superstar recruiting co- 
ordinator who landed Moreno. “I don’t 
think he wants to be good. He’s going 100 
mph. He’s hyper. It’s not an act of show- 
boating.” 

It's Knowshon. Who you will know 
soon, if you don’t already. 


Jeremy Maclin Travis Beckum 


SECOND TEAM 
Pos Name Ht. Wt Yr. School 
QB Tim Tebow 6-3 232 Jr. Florida 
RB___Knowshon Moreno _5-11_207 So. Georgia 
RB Chris Wells 6-1 235 Jr. Ohio State 
WR__ Michael Crabtree 6-3 208 So. Texas Tech 
WR__ Jeremy Maclin 6-1 200 So. Missouri 
TE Travis Beckum 6-4 223 Sr. Wisconsin 
C__ Jonathan Luigs 6-4 313 Sr. Arkansas 
OL Michael Oher 6-5 318 Sr. Ole Miss 
OL Duke Robinson 6-5 346 Sr. Oklahoma 
OL _ Andre Smith 6-5 340 Jr. Alabama 
OL Ryan Stanchek 6-4 303 Sr. West Virginia 
K Thomas Weber 6-1 205 So. Arizona State 


Name Ht Wt. Yr. 
Chase Daniel 6-0 225 Sr. 
LeSean McCo 5-11 200 So. 
James Davis 5-11 210 Sr. 
Percy Harvin 5-11178 Jr. 
Kenny McKinley South Carolina 
Darius Hill Ball State 

Alex Mack . Cal 

Alex Boone Ohio State 
Tyronne Green Auburn 
Anthony Parker Tennessee 
Ciron Black LSU 

Sam Swank Wake Forest 


School 
Missouri 
Pittsburgh 
Clemson 
Florida 


' 
Duke Robinson 


Jonathan Luigs Michael Oher Andre Smith Ryan Stanchek Thomas Weber 
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| ie will spend the 2008 season 
where almost no one expected, 
} § which is not unusual consid- 
ering the career path of Ohio 

State senior James Laurinaitis. 

Lightly recruited, Laurinaitis remem- 
bers when he was coming out of Wayzata 
High School in Hamel, Minn., and his 
college options tilted more toward off 
Broadway locales than college football’s 
biggest stages. 

“North Dakota State offered ... South 
Dakota State offered,” Laurinaitis said. “I 
could’ve been a North Dakota State Bison 
running around in green and yellow.” 

Or, he could have landed elsewhere in 
the Big Ten, at Minnesota, the only Di- 
vision I-A school to recruit him despite 
a senior season in which Laurinaitis’ 198 
tackles included 28 for negative yardage. 


Ohio State eventually 
swooped in and lured him 
away, but before Laurinaitis 
proved himself the latest in a 
distinguished lineage of out- 
standing linebackers, he was 
a mere curiosity as the son of 
a professional wrestler. 

Joe “Animal” Laurinaitis 
helped form one of the most 
popular tag-team combina- 
tions of the 1980s and ‘90s, 
“The Road Warriors.” 

James, though unherald- 
ed upon entering OSU, now 
has a trophy collection to 
compete with his dad’s, and 
a resume like those of former 
Ohio State linebacker greats 
like Randy Gradishar, Tom Cousineau, 
Chris Spielman, Pepper Johnson, Andy 
Katzenmoyer and A.J. Hawk. 

There’s the Nagurski Award that Lau- 
rinaitis won as the nation’s most outstand- 
ing defensive player in 2006, and the But- 
kus Award he claimed as college football’s 
best linebacker in 2007. 

There have been assorted All-Ameri- 
can and All-Big Ten mentions also, and a 
first-round draft status was in the forecast, 
too, until Laurinaitis’ stunning decision in 
January to postpone that trip to the NFL. 

Instead, he will be back in the middle 
of the Buckeyes’ defense this fall, adding 
to a lengthy list of individual accomplish- 
ments and taking aim at the national 
championship that has eluded him and 
OSU the past two seasons. 

Let his 2008 honors start with Lauri- 


By Bruce Hooley 


naitis’ designation as Lindy’s national De- 
fensive Player of the Year, which comes 
his way largely for the instincts that have 
served him as well on the field as they 
have off. 

“I reached high, because that’s how 
I am,” Laurinaitis said of the logic that 
got him to Columbus. “I still have the 
mind-set of a three-star recruit coming 
out of Minnesota that nobody knew 
how to spell his'‘last name. That’s the 
way | think.” 

The cerebral side of Laurinaitis’ per- 
formance is what separates him from most 
players at his position. Not only is he a 
dedicated film-watcher, he also is blessed 
with a built-in radar for the precise spot to 
patrol at the most opportune moment. 

Consider a play from early in Lauri- 
naitis’ sophomore season, when he sniffed 
a Texas pass over the middle that he in- 
tercepted and returned inside the 10-yard 
line to break open OSU’s getaway to a 
comfortable victory at No. 2 Texas. 

Flash forward to last season, when a 
young Ohio State team was in danger at 
Washington. Laurinaitis blitzed, then in- 
explicably pulled back, sensing a shovel 
pass, as he bore down on quarterback Jake 
Locker. When it came, he tipped the pass 
and intercepted it to blunt an advance to 
OSU’s 5-yard line. 

Later in the same game with the Buck- 
eyes in front 17-7, Laurinaitis kept Wash- 
ington from getting back into contention. 
He faked a blitz, enticing Locker to throw 
quickly, then emerged to intercept again at 
the OSU 22. 

“He has those things you don’t teach,” 
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said Ohio State linebackers coach Luke 
Fickell. “When things happen, when plays 
are being made, when the game is on the 
line, it is uncanny who ends up showing 
up. 

“The thing (the public doesn’t) see is 
the day-in day-out of the weight room and 
film work and those kinds of things that 
people don’t realize. They think those guys 
who have it, just naturally have it. But they 
work at it.” 

Laurinaitis’ consistency is as admirable 
as his knack for the big play. 

He has led OSU in tackles each of the 
past two years, with 115 as a sophomore 
and 121 last season. He has nine career in- 
terceptions and nine career sacks. 


Tyson Jackson Sen’Derrick Marks 


FIRST TEAM 


Name 
Tyson Jackson 


“James is a guy who, no matter how 
good he gets or how much recognition he 
gets, every day in practice he’s the guy run- 
ning past everybody,” said Marcus Free- 
man, also entering his third year as a start- 
ing linebacker. 

“He’s the guy who finds that energy 
and makes sure he keeps getting better and 
better.” 

Laurinaitis wants to make sure that 
continues, because improvement and en- 
joyment are the reasons he returned for his 
senior season, along with Freeman, tackle 
Alex Boone and cornerback Malcolm Jen- 
kins — all of whom could have been high 
draft picks as junior-eligibles. 


George Selvie Vance Walker 


“You can’t come back just on the fact 
that, “Hey, we’re going to win the national 
championship,” Laurinaitis said. “Hav- 
ing been there twice in a row, I know how 
hard it is to get to that game. It’s extremely 
hard. 

“Obviously, it’s every team’s goal to 
get to that game, but if that’s the only rea- 
son you're coming back, then that’s wrong. 
The reason we came back is because we 
want to enjoy each other. We want to en- 
joy the friendships that we have. 

“We have a chance to be special, but 
this team is so close that it’s more about 
the friendships and the commitment to 
each other than it is about champion- 
ships and rings.” 


Y 
(| 


James Laurinaitis Rey Maualuga 


SECOND TEAM 


School Pos Name 


Ht. Yr. School 


LSU 


DL Maurice Evans 6-2 


Jr. 


Penn State 


Sen’Derrick Marks 


Auburn 


George Selvie 


South Florida 


DL__George Hypolite 6-2 


DL Greg Middleton 6-3 


Vance Walker 
James Laurinaitis 
Rey Maualuga 


Georgia Tech 


DL _ Fili Moala 6-5 


Sr. 
Jr. 


Colorado 
Indiana 
USC 


Ohio State 
USC 


Scott McKillop 


Pittsburgh 


Brian Cushing 6-4 


USC 


Aaron Curry 6-3 


Wake Forest 


Brandon Spikes’ 6-3 


Florida 


Malcolm Jenkins 


Victor Harris 


Ohio State 
Virginia Tech 


William Moore 
Alphonso Smith 


Missouri 
Wake Forest 


Kevin Huber 


Scott McKillop Malcolm Jenkins 
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Cincinnati 


Victor Harris 


Eric Berry 5-11 


Vontae Davis 


Nic Harris 


Taylor Mays 
P Louie Sakoda 


fi 
William Moore 


Alphonso Smith 


5-10 178 Sr. 


Tennessee 
Illinois 
Oklahoma 


Utah 


Kevin Huber 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


QUARTERBACKS 


or the first time ever, Missouri's annual spring scrimmage was 
nationally televised, but chances are, Chase Daniel’s most-watched 
pass this year came a few weeks earlier. 
On a pitching mound, no less. 
Back in April, Daniel and All-American wide receiver Jeremy Maclin 
were last-minute substitutes for Missouri coach Gary Pinkel to throw out the 


honorary first pitch of the season for the St. Louis Cardinals at Busch Stadium. 


TOP QUARTERBACKS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
| 4.| Tim Tebow Jr. Florida 
| Goes for back-to-back wins on tee? football's American Idol. 

Chase Daniel Missouri 
Master of spread offense was Big 2 Offensive Player of the Year. 
Pat White Sr. West Virginia | 
Still the best at being a threat and EAE. the game on the ground. 
Graham Harrell Texas Tech 
Leader of Mike Leach’s best een . which is really saying something. 
Sam Bradford So. Oklahoma 
Led nation in passing efficiency * a freshman; didn’t see that coming. 
Cullen Harper Clemson 
Set 21 school records in 2007, hist fist season as the starter. 
Todd Reesing Jr. Kansas 
Makes all the right decisions in up-tempo offense: 33 TDs, seven INTs. 
Matthew Stafford Jr. Georgia 
Will make another big jump in production for preseason No. 1 Dawgs. 
Zac Robinson Jr. Oklahoma State 
Pushed Bobby Reid to the bench and then led one ee nation’s top attacks. 
Curtis Painter Sr. Pur 
Incorporating the no-huddle will make his muir al more gaudy. 
Matt Grothe South Florida 


“Sr. 
No quit in ve kid; ran for 872 ee passed 2,670 last season. 


Colt M 
Kind of Sorgoten i in Big 12 after on many ints s fast season (18). 


Rudy Carpenter Sr. Arizona State 
A get-er-done quarterback with the most ea in ne Pac-10. 


Todd Boeckman Sr. 
Not flashy (unlike a certain Terrelle Pryor), but fe ee ine sa done. 


Jake Locker So, Washington 
Great Hope of the Huskies is a Tim Tebow-style runner ... tough as nails. 


Dan LeFevour Jr. Central Michigan 
Passed for 3,652 yards; ran for 1, 422: accounted for 47 touchdowns. 


Riley Skinner Jr. Wake Forest 
Has completed 69.5 percent of s passes in two-year career. 


Nate Davis Ball State 
Productive, and one of the top as poshens in 2010 draft class. 


Max Hall Jr. BYU 
Arizona State transfer picked right up where John Beck left off. 


John Parker Wilson Sr. Alabama 
Should own several school passing records when it’s all over. 


Chase Clement Sr. Ric: 
Ended 2007 with seven straight oes with at least 280 yards passing. 


Hunter Cantwell Louisville 
NFL guys already love him, even Bs ‘aie been sitting behind Brian Brohm. 


Rusty Smith Jr. Florida Atlantic 
Sun Belt's best had five TD Presse in bowl victory over Memphis. 


Juice Williams Illinois 
| _ Still a ways to go as a passer, buts dd take Illini to BCS. 


Chase Holbrook Sr. New Mexico State 
NFL possibility, but stock plummeted in 2007 with too many INTs, 


Not rated due to spring suspension: Kellen Lewis, Indiana; Justin Willis, SMU;Ryan Perrilloux, LSU 


Chasing Daniel Isn't Going 
to Get Easier for MU Foes 


With almost 50,000 
watching in the stands, 
Daniel took a football, 
not a baseball, to the 
mound. He wound up 
and delivered a sinker to Maclin. More like a stinker. 

The former high school pitcher one-hopped the football to his favor- 
ite receiver, who didn’t exactly help the cause by letting the ball bounce 
through his legs. 

Daniel and Maclin laughed about the ugly experiment, and less 
than 24 hours later were back to their friendly confines, hooking up for a 
30-yard touchdown pass on the MU practice fields, 

After leading Missouri to unprecedented heights in 2007, last year’s 
Big 12 Conference Offensive Player of the Year has actually found some 
things to work on for 2008 — and not his pitching delivery. 

“Footwork and accuracy,” said Daniel, the fourth-place finisher in 
last year’s Heisman Trophy voting. “Other than that, just communication 
with the offensive line and getting better at calling blitzes and calling out 
protections, stuff like that.” 

Daniel’s goal was to complete 80 percent or more of his passes during 
every offseason practice and scrimmage. 

Nor that accuracy has been a problem — he completed a career-best 
68.5 percent last year — but for a quarterback who’s sometimes at his 
best freelancing outside of the pocket and finding receivers downfield, 
establishing proper footwork has been crucial. 

Consider, too, that he’s working with a new left tackle and center, and 
no longer has All-American tight end Martin Rucker as a security blanket. 

Heading into the fourth year of its shotgun, no-huddle spread, Yost 
estimates that Missouri has seen eight basic defensive approaches. Daniel’s 
objective is to recognize coverages before the snap — a skill that might be 
his best strength — and attack each scheme, not simply to take what is 
offered by the defense. 

“He really works on developing his recognition of defenses and at- 
tacking the defense,” quarterback coach David Yost said. “For Chase, it’s 
about getting the ball vertical against defenses we see as opposed to having 
to check down or taking what they give.” 

The rest is all about the intangibles. From the day Daniel won the 
backup job to Brad Smith as a true freshman in 2005, he has earned 
respect from his coaches and teammates with a fiery brand of leadership. 

“He’s been a quality leader since he got here,” Yost said. “As a 
quarterback, you're going to do that. You're responsible for taking charge 
of the offense and running the show, and he does that as well as anybody 
I’ve ever been around — making sure everyone’s on the same page and 
controlling what we do offensively.” 

Last year’s brilliant run through November — 15 touchdowns, 

1 interception in 4 crucial victories — earned Daniel an invitation to New 
York for the Heisman presentation and puts him squarely on the radar for 
the award this season. 

Those honors are past him now, Daniel said. He’s glad he experienced 
the Heisman hoopla as a junior so he can focus this year on taking his 
team to uncharted terrain — specifically, a BCS bowl game and a stab at 
the game’s ultimate prize. 

“There’s nothing out there that we haven’t really done except go to 
the national championship game,” he said. 


CHASE DANIEL 


— Dave Matter 
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In the Guava, I'm alle to pay for 
wy own education. 
I'm using the College Fivst enlistment 
eS option, a program which helps you focus 
EF on your schooling without being Aeployea 


ad overseas fov up to two yeas. 

Bay the Guava provides 100% tuition and 

gem helps cover expenses like books ana 
ie a housing. That's on top of an enlistment 
y/ 2 iy bq Dons of up to $20,000. 

D_ But wy biggest vewawa in the Guava 
comes from putting other people first, 
like the Hme | helped my Sie Bh 

Hy Auving a major flood. 


| can go to ae 
WITH THE HELP OF THE GUARD. 


* UPTO $20,000 ENLISTMENT BONUS %* OVER 200 CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 
*® 100% TUITION REIMBURSEMENT ® SERVE RIGHT FROM WHERE YOU LIVE 


Ask how these and other benefits can help you. Talk to a National Guard recruiter today. 


1-800-GO-GUARD + www.1-800-GO-GUARD.com 


PLAYER RATINGS 


RUNNING BACKS 


he tailback has always been bigger than life at Ohio State, and 
just in case that legacy is lost on heirs to the position, the atrium 
in the Buckeyes’ lavish practice facility drives home the point. 
Encased in glass are the six Heisman trophies won by Archie Griffin, 
Eddie George, Howard Cassady, Vic Janowicz and Les Horvath. 
Any lingering doubts about which position forms the foundation for 
the very essence of OSU football are erased by the twice-actual-size mu- 


ee 


‘TOP RUNNING BACKS. 


_ RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


| Knowshon Moreno So. Georgia 
|_Redshirt sophomore biggest thing at Georgia since Herschel Walker. 


Chris Wells Ohio State _ 


Jr. 
_He did what he could; rushing for 146 yards in title game loss to LSU. 


LeSean McCoy So. Pittsburgh 
|_1,328 yards as a freshman makes him ‘best Pitt RB since Tony Dor Dorsett. 


! James Davis Clemson 


Sr. 
_ Two-time all-ACC player should become school’s career leader. 


DeMarco Murray — a So. Oklahoma 


Bundle of talent with the burst to go the distance every time. 


tan Johnson Sr. Boise State 
_Not as healthy as he would have liked last season; 3,418 career yards. _ 


| Arian Foster Tennessee 


Sr. 
Just 684 more rushing yards and he's No. 1 on Tennessee's career list. 


P.J. Hill Jr. Wisconsin 
Physical runner who's a 1,500-yard back if can avoid bumps and bruises. 


Javon Ringer Michigan State 


Sr. 
Had 1,447 yards last season, his third year of leading the Spartans. 


10. | Damion Fletcher Jr. Southern Miss 
|_ Two-year totals: 2,974 rushing yards and 26 touchdowns. 
Noel Devine So. West Virginia 
Lightning-quick back gets big role wi with Steve Slaton off to NFL. 

Harvey Unga So. BYU 

Bowling-b ball back became first BYU freshman to rush for 1,000 yards. 
Marlon Lucky Sr. Nebraska 

_ Big 12's leading returning rusher (1,019 a leads deep stable. 


"Josh Adams Wake Forest 


Stafon Johnson Jr. usc 
Ended spring with a itty bitty see on Trojans’ crowded depth chart. 
Eugene Jarvis Kent State 
fation’s | fasten eta an alight obo verde last season, — 

Terry Grant So. Alabama 
Set school freshman records with 180 carries for 891 yards. 
Keegan Herring Sr. Arizona State 
Versatile veteran fits in nicely with Dennis Erickson’s one-back set. 
Anthony Dixon Jr. Mississippi State 
Bruising 240-pounder could be on the verge of stardom. 

| Graig Cooper So. Miami 

_|_Game-breaker will be in same backfield as Javarris James. Nice. 

| C.J. Spiller Jr. Clemson 
Still learning as a runner/blocker, but can be breathtaking. 
Mike Ford So. USF 
Promising big back who will ease the burden on QB Matt Grothe. 


5 | wage 
ai _| Mike Goodson Texas A&M 


Jr. 
|_Will benefit from pro-style offense, as Jorvorskie Lane goes to fullback. 


Keiland Williams Jr. LSU 
Speedy back should rank higher on talent, but will he get the carries? 


| Tyrell Fenroy Sr. UL-Lafayette 
|_Enters senior season with 3,627 career yards and 29 rushing TD: 


Buckeyes’ Wells Knows What 
He Wants, and How to Get It 


CHRIS WELLS 


ral of those five rushing 
legends looking down 
from 15 feet above. 

There was a time when either the pressure of that tradition or his 
own humility prevented Chris “Beanie” Wells from admitting he hun- 
gered to join his predecessors on that wall. 

That time is past. 

Entering his junior season, fresh off the best year ever by an OSU 
sophomore running back, Wells no longer hides behind “I-just-want-to- 
help-the-team” clichés or tight-lipped smiles. 

“When somebody talks about Ohio State and the great players, I 
want my name to be mentioned,” Wells said. “We have guys like Archie, 
Eddie George, Keith Byars, Antonio Pittman — those are all great guys, 
don’t get me wrong. But I want my name to be at the top.” 

Wells rushed for 1,609 yards and 15 touchdowns last season, help- 
ing Ohio State reach the BCS national championship game for a second 
straight season. 

The Buckeyes’ 38-24 loss to LSU was an embarrassment for everyone 
but Wells, whose 64-yard touchdown run on the game’s first possession 
and eventual 146-yard performance left him blameless in the defeat. 

As impressive as his burst away from All-American safety Craig 
Steltz minutes after kickoff, Wells’ most eye-opening highlight was a 
brutal stiff-arm of cornerback Chevis Jackson on a 30-yard gain. 

That’s what 4.4 speed in a 6-1, 237-pound package can do, and 
Wells hopes to do more of it this season now that nagging ankle and 
wrist injuries have healed. 

“T think I played at about 70 percent last year,” he said. 

He averaged 92 yards a game and scored six touchdowns in OSU’s 
first seven games, after which OSU coach Jim Tressel coyly mentioned 
the need for Wells to become “a warrior.” 

In the six games after that, the warrior averaged 161 yards a game 
and scored nine touchdowns, including his 222 yards on 39 carries and 
both scores in the 14-3 win at Michigan. 

Now Wells has learned he can play with pain, although he hopes not 
to experience as much in 2008 after offseason surgery to repair his wrist. 

“That's something I’m really excited about, being healthy and just getting 
the chance to get out there with no problems and giving my all,” Wells said. 

“Beanie is the kind of guy who loves to pound it in there,” Tressel 
said. “He can really seize the tempo of a game. Beanie Wells is really a 
special player. I’d like to think he’s one of the best backs in the country.” 

If that’s not already been proven, it could be on Sept. 13 at USC. 
The defending Rose Bowl champion Trojans welcome Wells and the 
Buckeyes to the Los Angeles Coliseum and the prototypical stage that 
anoints Heisman frontrunners. 

“I’m not going to sit here and tell you I don’t think about winning 
the Heisman,” Wells said. “That’s something I’ve worked hard to ac- 
complish. 

“T honestly (think about it) all the time. ... I thought about the Heis- 
man my 10th-grade year. Me and my father were sitting in the living room 
and I told him I wanted to be the first freshman to win the Heisman. That 
didn’t happen, so, you know, I just want to get it, honestly.” 

Sept. 13 would be a good place to start. 

— Bruce Hooley 
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RECEIVERS 


Red Raider Crabtree 
Ready to go Platinum 


t some point in his future, when football becomes part of his 
past, the personable Michael Crabtree says he would like to own 
businesses that have something to do with the music industry. 
Thus far, his career at Texas Tech seems to be preparing 
him quite well for such a future endeavor. In just one football season 


VS 


TOP RECEIVERS — 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Michael Crabtree So. Texas Tech 
He's out to break every single-season receiving record in the books. 


Jeremy Maclin So. Missouri 
80 catches for 1,055 yards ... just scratching the surface. 


~ Percy Harvin abana Jr. Florida 


_ You hold your breath every time he touches the ball. 
~ Kenny McKinley Sr. South Carolina _ 
Go-to guy in Spurrier's offense; tough over the middle and on deep outs. _ 


Sr. Rice 
Stellar career has already netted mee All-American honors. _ 


Aaron Kelly “Clemson 


_ Needs just 52 receptions to break Keo career record of 216. 


ve Sr. Ball State 
_ Smaller WR (6- 10, 179) who used quickness to catch 100 balls in ‘07. 


Hakeem Nicks Jr. North Carolina 
He'll try to break his own school record of 74 catches, set last year. 


Mike Thomas Sr. Arizona 


“Money Mike” is the go-to guy in Wildcats’ emerging spread ¢ offense. 
Kenny Britt Rutgers 


' Brandon Gibson Sr. 
Big- play guy could benefit from new coach Paul Wulff’ $s no-huddle. 


Vv! Sr. LSU 
All the tools and ready to take on bigger role for national champs. 


Sr. Duke 
In near obscurity, has averaged 2 20. 7 yards per catch in his career. 


Chris Williams. Sr. ‘NMSU 


2007 cut short by injury; led nation i in receiving yards per game in | 2006. 


Brian Robiskie ‘Sr. Ohio State 
His flair for highlight catches is exceptional. 


Darrius Heyward- -Bey Maryland 
Not ‘many college players are faster; repore’ time of 4.28 seconds in the 40. 


Greg Carr FloridaState 


A et “jump-ball” receiver who a Hance 18.6 yards per catch. 
Juaquin Iglesias Sr. Oklahoma 

Sam Bradford's favorite target is also a wonderful kick returner. 
Arrelious Benn So. Illinois 

Here's betting he i improves greatly on his 54 catches for 676 yards. 


| 20. ~ Lucas Taylor Sr. Tennessee 
____| Leader of a fine group of UT receivers; not flashy, but solid and productive. 


TOP TIGHT ENDS 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


na Travis Beckum Sr. Wisconsin 
'|_ Receiver size and speed; has 136 receptions in past two seasons. _ 


Darius Hill Sr. Ball State 
_ Caught 65 passes for 962 yards and 11 touchdowns last season. 


Brandon Pettigrew Sr. ie Oklahoma State 
_ Was first-team All-Big 12 last season ahead of Mizzou's Martin Rucker. 
Ryan Purvis Sr. Boston College 
High NFL prospect is big part of BC's system, even without Matt Ryan. 


Rob Gronkowski So. Ariz 
The bull-strong Gronk is one of college football's ine eksh athletes. 


Photo by: Dennis Hubbard 


in Lubbock, Crabtree 
produced more records 
than some of the music 
industry's giant labels. 

As a redshirt freshman in 2007, Crabtree led the nation and the Big 
12 in receptions (134), receiving yards (1,962) and touchdowns (22) — 
all NCAA freshman records. 

He also became the first freshman ever to win the Biletnikoff Award 
(given annually to the nation’s top receiver), and became Tech’s first 
consensus All-American since linebacker Zach Thomas in 1995. 

Crabtree was the Big 12 Offensive Player of the Year, Big 12 Of- 
fensive Newcomer of the Year, and the National Freshman of the Year, 
according to several news services. 

“He was really good for us,” says head coach Mike Leach, who is 
typically tight-lipped when it comes to praising players. 

“He’s a real confident guy, and he doesn’t really have any bad days. 
Not even in practice. If he has one bad play, he doesn’t have another. The 
thing that really impresses you is that he gets stronger each practice and as 
the season goes along. He can get a lot better.” 

Crabtree, vows to get better. Immediately. He says he was relatively 
pleased with his overall performance last year, when he produced 11 
games of at least 100 receiving yards. 

But in the next breath he essentially says: You ain’t seen nothing yet. 

Crabtree wants to become the first receiver since Desmond Howard 
in 1991 to win the Heisman Trophy. 

He wants to break the NCAA record for most receptions in a season 
(Houston’s Manny Hazard, 142) and to break Scott Pingel’s record for 
the most single-season receiving yards in NCAA history (2,157). Pingel 
played for Division II] Westminster (Mo.). 

In other words, the 6-3 Crabtree — with the assistance of record-ser- 
ting senior Tech quarterback Graham Harrell — would like to establish 
himself this year as the single greatest receiver in the history of college 
football. 

“T can be a lot better than last year. I can run better routes, I can 
drop fewer passes, I can read defenses better. There are a lot of things I 
can do better. Last year was just a good year for me, but I think we can 
win the Big 12 this year. “We have all the tools. And I am going to do 
whatever it takes to make that happen.” 

Crabtree, who also serves as the team barber for about eight of his 
teammates, is a phenomenal athlete who seems capable of just about 
anything. He actually arrived at Tech with a higher profile as a basketball 
player than football player, and he originally planned to play both sports 
in Lubbock. 

But for reasons he still doesn’t completely understand, Crabtree was 
forced to sit out the 2006-07 football and basketball seasons because of 
NCAA Clearinghouse issues. He used that season to work on his speed, 
strength and understanding of the receiver position. 

He dominated football intrasquad scrimmages in ‘06 in much the 
same way he dominated opponents in ‘07. After the success he enjoyed in 
football, he decided to stay focused on the gridiron. 

“T just decided that it might be best if 1 concentrated on football,” 
Crabtree said. “I think it is working out.” 

Indeed, it seems to be working out pretty well for Crabtree, who 
could be on the verge of producing bigger numbers than any receiver ever 
to play college football. 


MICHAEL CRABTREE 


— Rusty Burson 
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allgating 


Food Still Mi: 


“The rule on tailgating here: There are no rules, so plop your canopy down, 


set up your lawn chairs, fire up the grill and party.” 


a0 
ind, so it has become... tailgating today 
4 lhis as much a part of the football land- 
scape as the kickoff or the marching band. 
It doesn’t have an official starting date, 
but everybody knows it’s here. Even if it’s 
still late summer, you imagine a’slight 
nip in the air, a little coolness when you 
first step out in the morning, It’s that 
uniquely clear blue sky, that light breeze 
brushing your face: 
Summer season is gone. Tailgating 
season is here. 
At football stadiums around the 
_ country, legions of loyal fans plan their 
‘year around the hours before kickoff. For 
others, it’s the days before kickoff, spent 
in parking lots in recreational vehicles. 
It has become a social event and more. 
There are estimates that more than 
27 million people tailgate regularly at 
football games. Millions more have pre- 
game parties at home when they can’t be 
at the stadium. And, that doesn’t include 
tailgaters outside motorsports venues. 
Tailgating has expanded into a year- 
round lifestyle and its nature has 
‘changed. Gone are the days of driving to 
the stadium, then driving home. You find 
just the right spot to park and put up the 
tent, the rendezvous place for friends and 
family. You can’t forget the school colors, 
everything from napkins and cups to fans 
dressed from head-to-toe. The grill, the 
cooler, the table and chairs. Don’t forget 
the music and the television. 


Communities of tents and trucks spring 
up everywhere. Before the game. After the 
game. Some don’t even go to the game. 
They just come for the tailgating. They 
share the memories of great games in sea- 
sons past. They share the fun and the food. 

Oh, yes, the food. As much as tailgating 
has expanded and modernized over the 
years, one truth still remains ... it’s not 
a great tailgate without great food.’ 

Most start with the meat, everything 


from deli sandwiches to chicken, ribs, hot 


dogs and burgers on the grill. Casseroles, 
potato salad and baked beans. Appetizers 
and finger food get. things started - mixed 
nuts, party mix, chip and dip of every 
variety. 

And, of course, the drinks must be 
cold ... and you must have plenty. Have 
a lot of ice and pack an extra cooler. 
Have enough for after the game, whether 
celebrating the great victory or trying to 
forget the one that got away. 

One thing is for sure, unless some 
things are planned ahead, it just won't 
turn out right. 

“Sometimes we'll get things going at 
8 a.m. for a 1 p.m. kickoff,” said one 
longtime Atlanta Falcons fan, “And, we 
won't leave from tailgating until long 
after postgame. It takes a lot of planning 
and preparing things in advance.” 

But, remember that the little things 
can make a difference in the tailgating 


experience. 


Have enough paper towels, napkins and 
garbage bags. Don't forget a first aid kit 
and fire extinguisher and maybe toilet 
paper, just in case. 

With the right preparation, the tail- 
gating event can be problem free and 
become something special. 

“You have the opportunity to 

name your tailgate party,” said the 
Falcons fan, a 30-year tailgating 
veteran. “From a ‘Bayou Bash’ with 100 
pounds of crawfish to a ‘Draft Day Fiesta’ 
with Gordo’s Tailgating fajita nachos. You 
can make every event an opportunity to 
be with friends, socialize, party and rede- 


- Dave Hollingsworth 


fine tailgating in your own way. 

“Whether it’s going to a friend's house, 
meeting in the backyard or gathering out- 
side the stadium, tailgating is game day, - 
race day ... everyday.” 


Ingredients: 


© | %4lbs chicken breast(marinated), or 
¢ | lbs flank steak(marinated), or 
« 12- peel & deveined large shrimp(marinated) 
¢ | lb any flavor GORDO'S Cheese Dip 
(room temperature) 
| medium onion (sliced, marinated) 
e Ye green bell pepper (sliced, marinated) 
© | bag of tortilla chips 


Marinade: 


» | cup beer 

© 1/4 cup fresh lime juice 

¢ % cup minced fresh cilantro 
© 2T olive oil 

e 21. Worcestershire sauce 

© 2. chili powder 

e 21. minced garlic cloves 

¢ 11. chopped jalepeno 

© 1 t. ground cumin 

e | f.salt 


The igh before, commie al Halla dese: into 0 


; ain into aa ear bag. ce at ‘eth two 
hours (turn occasionally) or until your gril is ready. 
Place your veggie pouch onto the grill while cooking fajitas. 
Grill your choice of fajita over the grill to your liking and cut 


into bite size pieces. If choosing shrimp, careful ... it only 
vutes.. 
of tortilla chips in a toss-oway pan. 

1 nd/or shrimp. Third layer add onion 
and bell pepper To top off your nachos, spoon GORDO'S 
CHEESE DIP over everything. Cover the pan with cluminum 
foil ond place on the cool side of the gril for 10 minutes. 

You will have the best platter of Tailgating Fojita Nachos ever! 


Dip into the authentic taste of Gordo’s Cheese Dip made with real cheese. 
Iry all 5 Cheese Dips: Plain, Mild, Hot, Cheese’n Salsa and the newest favorite with a smokey Chipotle kick. 


CHEESE DIP. 


AVTEDETIC AM) — ry ¥RAI 


_CHEESE DIP 4 


CHEESE DIPS | | germ 
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pre Me 
‘ 
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PLASER RATINGS ? 


RK _NAME 
| 7. | Jonathan Luigs 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Bama's Smith Continues 
on Meteoric Trajectory 


TOP CENTERS 


CLASS COLLEGE 
Arkansas 


i Sr. 
pele Last season's Rimington Award winner has new backs to block for. 


| Alex Mack Sr. Gal 


| A.Q. Shipley = TORS Penn State 
All-Big Ten lineman anchors experienced | group t that returns intact. 


| Max Unger Sr. Oregon 


| Took to the position and did fine in his first season on the job. 


5. | Antoine Caldwell 


| All-Big East center has started 37 consecutive games. _ 


Sr. Alabama 
Teams up v with OT Andre Smith for potential All-American combination. 


Sr. ~~ Louisville 


Sr. LSU 


| Dependable player helps give LSU the best line in the country. 


|. | Duke Robinson 


2. | Anthony Parker Sr. 


Jon Cooper Sr. Oklahoma 


| Yet another pro prospect on the Oklahoma offensive line. 


TOP GUARDS 


CLASS COLLEGE 


Sr. Oklahoma 
Size, versatility and skill puts him near the top of 2009 draft list. 


Tennessee 


| Best athlete on the Vols line; even filled in at center in spring. 


4. 


Tyronne Green Auburn 


Sr. 
_ Compares favorably to any of the recent Auburn greats. 


Jeremy Perry Oregon State 


Sr. 
| Slowed by injuries in 2007, or else he might be in the NFL right now. 


Herman Johnson Sr. LSU 


é| Simply a commanding presence at 6-7 and about 350 pounds. 


| Kraig Urbik Sr. Wisconsin 
_ Badgers always have a good one; he has 39 consecutive starts. 


| Greg Isdaner Jr. West Virginia 
57 knockdowns last year, which is what you want in that offense. 


Texas 


Cedrick Dockery 


; Sr. 
| Will be joining ote Derrick in the NFL a year from now. 


TOP TACKLES 


CLASS COLLEGE 
Michael Oher Sr. Ole Miss 
_ Amazingly athletic and in the best shape of his life; the NFL i is drooling. 
Andre Smith Jr. Alabama 
Explosive lineman has lived up to the massive recruiting hype. 
Ryan Stanchek Sr. West Virginia 
Earned multiple All-American honors as a junior. —— 


Alex Boone Sr. Ohio State 
A real blessing for the Buckeyes to have a four-year starter at LT. _ 


Ciron Black Jr. LSU 
Second-team all- |-league as a sophomore ... impressive in the SEC. 


“Phil Loadholt Sr. Oklahoma 


JC transfer stepped in at left tackle and helped lead prolific attack. 


Eugene Monroe Sr. Virginia 


Didn't allow any sacks last season from his left tackle position. 


Dallas Reynolds ‘Sr. BYU 
Excels in pass blocking, giving Max Hall plenty of time to throw. 


ANDRE SMITH 


he biggest question that followed Andre Smith from Birmingham’s 
Huffman High School to the University of Alabama was this: 
Which was bigger: The 6-5, 340-pound offensive left tackle ... 
or the hype he carried with him as the top offensive line prospect 
in the country? 

As Smith prepares to enter his junior season with the Crimson 
Tide, it is safe to say that question has been answered. Smith has done to 
the expectations that surrounded his signing exactly what he has done to 
opposing defensive linemen for two seasons: pancaked them. 

Smith, from the day he stepped on campus in 2006, has been starting 
at perhaps the most critical position on the line, left tackle. 

He led the team with 831 snaps as a freshman, and was one of only 
two linemen to start every game last season. 

More than just start, Smith has excelled, earning Freshman All- 
American honors in his first year, followed by first-team All-SEC honors 
last year when he earned the Jacobs Award, given to the best lineman in 
the conference. 

But you have to look those things up to find out about them, because 
Smith is not one to talk much about himself. 

“T’ve never been a vocal leader,” Smith said. “I'll say certain things at 
crunch time during a game. But as for yelling, going around and jumping 
up and down — that’s not me. 

“T like to lead by example. Just go out there and do what I’m sup- 
posed to do. You see me do it, so you should do it too. That’s how I feel.” 

Obviously not everyone can do what Smith does. 

“Andre had an outstanding spring,” Alabama coach Nick Saban said. 

“He played really well for us last year, and was by far our most con- 
sistent offensive lineman. But he continues to get better. His maturity and 
focus and attention to detail has made him better. 

“The guy has power, can get movement on the point, and has great 
feet and athleticism to be an excellent pass protector. The sky is the limit 
as for what kind of player he can potentially be.” 

As gentle and unassuming as Smith is off the field, that is the last way 
opposing players would describe him after facing the full force of Smith 
bearing down on them in a game. 

“T learned that from my Dad,” Smith said. 

“Growing up, he always taught me to be the nicest guy off the field, 
but once he got on the field he turned into the meanest dude in the world. 
Nice guys don’t really do that well on the football field.” 

Lost in Smith’s massive size is the fact he might be one of the most 
athletic players on the offense. He explodes off the ball and gets into de- 
fenders so quickly they often have no time to prepare. Once he locks onto 
a defender he rarely loses his position. 

And while the only goals Smith will talk about are the ones you ex- 
pect to hear — win games, compete for a championship, finish each play, 
and dominate the player across from him — he also knows playing like 
this will bring the individual honors. 

Such as the Outland Trophy, which goes to the nation’s best offensive 
lineman. He begins the season on the watch list for that award. 

“That would be special,” Smith said. “But I’d rather not talk about 
that now. I'd rather talk about this team.” 

Up to now, Smith has too often been one of the few aspects of this 
team anyone wanted to talk about. 

— Ray Melick 


38 Linoy's Sports ANNuALS 


WWW). LINDYSSPORTS.COM 2008 


Photo by: A.D. Moore 


PLAYER RATINGS 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


eorge Selvie isn’t bitter about it. Not really. He understands. 
Who recruits a 230-pound high school center, anyway? 

In an age with increased opportunities at summer camps 
and high school combines, plus wall-to-wall recruiting coverage 


from a variety of dot-coms, a guy like Selvie is becoming increasingly rare. 


== a 


~ TOP DEFENSIVE ENDS 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


George Selvie Jr. South Florida 
The numbers are just silly: 31.5 tackles for loss, 14.5 sacks. 


Tyson Jackson Sr. LSU 
New leader of LSU's line; 15 QB hurries, 10 pass breakups last year. 


Maurice Evans Jr. mt Penn State 
__Had 12.5 sacks in his first season as starter; can't wait for the encore. 


Greg Middleton Indiana 
__Led nation with 16 sacks; first IU a to be all-league in a decade. 


lan Campbell Sr. Kansas State 
__ Returns to end (where he had 11.5 sacks in 2006) after a year at OLB. 


Everette Brown Jr. Florida State 
Shows potential and production to be next great Seminoles’ end. 


Greg Hardy Ole Miss 


Oe 


~ Nick. Reed Sr. "Oregon 
_ Was the premier pass rusher in Pac-10 last year — 12 sacks, 22.5 TFLs. _ 


Larry English Sr. Northern Illinois 
__Speed rusher — an OLB at next level? — has 22.5 sacks in past two years. 


Jan Jorgensen Jr. BYU 

_ All-effort guy came out of nowhere to post 14 sacks as a sophomore. _ L 
Auston English Jr. Oklahoma 

OU is deep as usual at end; English had 9.5 sacks last season. 


Michael Johnson Sr. —— Georgia Tech 


An athletic monster who will be turned loose early and more often. 


TOR DEFENSIVE TACKLES | 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Vance Walker Sr. Georgia Tech 
__ Pushed his way to 14 tackles for loss, including 8.5 sacks, last year. _ 


Sen’Derrick Marks Jr. Auburn 
Moving from end, will be one of most active, athletic DTs in the country. 


Fili Moala Sr. USC 

Following in the footsteps of Shaun Cody and Sedrick Ellis. 

George Hypolite Sr. Colorado 

One of college football's good guys eamed All-Big 12 honors last season. 


Peria Jerry Sr. Ole Miss 
Made 14 tackles for loss, including three vs. good Alabama line. 


Ricky Jean-Francois Jr. LSU 
Highest upside of anybody on the list; has to do it over a full season. 


Mitch King Sr. lowa 
Four-year stalwart has 54 career tackles for loss. 
Terrance Taylor Sr. Michigan 

The Wolverines’ top NFL prospect for the 2009 draft. 

Terrill Byrd Sr. Cincinnati 

_ His 17 t tackles for loss last season is a big number for an interior DL. 


Jeff Owens Sr. Georgia 
Owens and DT teammate Geno Atkins will each vie for all-leaque honors. 


DeMarcus | Granger Jr. Oklahoma 
_Second-team All-Big 12 last season with 8.5 tackles for loss. 


Marvin Austin So. North Carolina 
A “potential” pick: Super recruit had four sacks as an ‘07 backup. 


USF's Selvie Works to 
Keep Slam-Dunking QBs 


He’s someone 
everyone overlooked. Or 
missed. Or dismissed. 

Everyone except 
South Florida coach Jim Leavitt. 

Leavitt looks like a genius twice over. 

He extended the only Division I-A offer to Selvie, from Pine 
Forest High School in Pensacola, Fla. Then, Leavitt moved Selvie to 
defensive end. 

The production from Selvie last season as a redshirt sophomore: a 
staggering 31.5 tackles for loss, including 14.5 sacks. 

No bitterness. But a whole lot of payback. 

“When USF offered me, I was like, hey, I gotta play major college 
football,” Selvie said. 

“I never doubted myself. | felt like I was a football player. I was 
being recruited by West Virginia and USF, and now I get to play those 
guys every year. I get especially fired up when I play those guys. 

So far, Selvie is 2-0 against the Mountaineers. 

The former 230-pound center probably would never have made it 
on offense. He spent the offseason trying to put on weight, but he has 
more of a basketball body, and the weight just won’t stick. 

Selvie, 6-4, was at 240 pounds at the end of spring, aiming for 250 
by the season-opener. 

“T try to put on good weight. I don’t want to be eating all that fast 
food or anything like that,” Selvie said. “I try to eat fruit at the end of 
meals. Yeah, | like fast food, but if I eat the fast foods, I don’t go with 
the fried chicken, I go with the grilled chicken.” 

At whatever weight, it’s going be hard for him to duplicate those 
2007 numbers. The secret is out. In one year, he went from obscurity to 
the top defensive end prospect in the 2010 draft ... if he stays in college 
that long. 

He expects even more blocking attention from running backs and 
tight ends this season. That’s why his spring focus was working on 
counter moves in his pass rush to complement his speed. Don’t forget 
his strength. He considers himself more of a run stuffer, anyway. 

“It is going to be hard, regardless,” he said, “because the numbers 
last year were ridiculous.” 

Leavitt credits part of Selvie’s success to his upbringing. His father, 
George, served 20 years in the Navy. The younger Selvie is a yes-sir, no- 
sir young man who was used to new places, new people and hard work. 
College was not a culture shock. 

“He was strict,” Selvie said of his father. “Saturday morning, we 
didn’t get to sleep in. He wanted the yard work done. He wanted the 
clean-up done. All that stuff.” 

Selvie redshirted as a freshman in 2005, winning the team’s Over- 
achiever Award for his work in the strength and conditioning program. 
During that season, the coaches asked Selvie to move to defense, which 
he resisted. 

“But, anything to help the team win,” Selvie said. 

He has done plenty of that, and now he is a college football superstar. 

“My life hasn’t changed that much. People still don’t really recog- 
nize me,” Selvie said. “They mistake me for a basketball player. 

“Hopefully, I can put on some weight and people will think I’m a 
football player.” 


GEORGE SELVIE 


— Anthony Gimino 
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LINEBACKERS 


‘Big- play Rey Lowers 
the Boom for Trojans 


hen more than 80 NFL scouts and coaches assembled at USC 
for Pro Day to test players entering the draft, they could not 
help but notice the one who did not work out. 
NFL teams descended upon USC linebacker Rey Maua- 
luga, eager to discuss his draft status — and some might have left a little 
perplexed that he did not leave a year early, when he could have been a 


TOP INSIDE LINEBACKERS | 


NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


James Laurinaitis Sr. Ohio State 

Third consecutive season of picking up major individual hardware. 

Rey Maualuga Sr. USC 

Lindy’s preseason choice as the most feared hitter in college football. 
Scott McKillop Sr. Pittsburgh 

Just always around the ball; a nation’s best 12.58 tackles per game. 
Brandon Spikes Jr. Florida 

After making 131 tackles last season, has more help in front and behind. _ 
Tray Blackmon Jr. Auburn 

Has all the tools ... just needs to put a full season of health together. 
Gerald McRath Jr. Southern Miss 
Reigning C-USA Defensive Player of Year had 139 tackles last year. 
Joe Mortensen Sr. Kansas 
All-conference defender should be OK for fall after knee injury. 

Darry Beckwith Sr. LSU 

Even higher on the scouts’ lists; a key part of excellent run defense. _ 
Rolando McClain So. Alabama 

Nick Saban’s first recruiting gem did not disappoint as a true freshman. _ 
Jasper Brinkley Sr. South Carolina 
Returning from injury to be the beast South Carolina desperately needs. 


Dave Philistin Maryland 


Sr. 
Made 124 stops last season, including 21 against Georgia Tech. 


| Dannell Ellerbe Sr. Georgia 
|_Team-high 93 tackles in ‘07 and a great spring portends more big things. 


TOP OUTSIDE LINEBACKERS 


RK _ NAME CLASS COLLEGE 


}) Brian Cushing Sr. USC 
I. e part in uniform; plays like an All-American, too, on strongside. _ 


ron Curry Sr. Wake Forest 
Amazing: Retumed INTs for scores of 57, 77 and 84 yards in 2007. 


Eric Norwood Jr. South Carolina 

All-SEC end will do more roaming this season as a hybrid OLB. 

Rico McCoy Jr. Tennessee 

106 tackles last year; can grab more spotlight with Jerod Mayo gone. 


Clint Sintim Sr. Virginia 
As part of the ACC’s best group, led the nation’s LBs with nine sacks. 


Marcus Freeman Sr. Ohio State 
Athletic and experienced, with more than 100 tackles last season. 


Sean Weatherspoon ‘Jr. Missouri 
It's been a while since Missouri has had a linebacker this good. — 


Zach Follett Sr. Cal 
He's a game-changer: 27 career TFLs and eight forced fumbles. 


Adam Leonard Sr. Hawaii 
WAC's top defender an all-over-the-field playmaker; four INTs in 2007. 


Clayton Mullins Sr. Miami (Ohio) 
Reigning MAC Defensive Player of the Year; 143 tackles in 2007. 
Maurice Crum Jr. Sr. Notre Dame 
Veteran player could shine in new coordinator Jon Tenuta’s defense. 


Jonathan Casillas Sr. Wisconsin 
Team's leading tackler; returning captain; four TFLs vs. Vols in bowl. 
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first-round draft pick. 

Even Maualuga ad- 
mitted he thought twice 
about his decision while 
watching teammates 
prepare to leave for the 
NEL and the riches that await. 

“You have about 20 seconds of, “What would happen if you had 
left,”” Maualuga said. “But I still have things to do here. I like it here.” 

At least he received positive feedback from the NFL personnel. 

“Most of the guys said you made the right decision to stay,” he said. 
“It’s not like waiting another year is that long anyways.” 

The height of expectations surrounding Maualuga makes it difficult 
for him to live up to them. 

Fans remember him clobbering UCLA quarterback Patrick Cowan 
near the end of the 2006 game, a play that gave Cowan a concussion. 
Teammates remember his hard hit in the preseason on wide receiver 
Patrick Turner, a play that knocked Turner out of the season opener and 
prompted him to drop passes in the first three games. 

“When Rey hits someone, everyone knows it,” said fellow linebacker 
Clay Matthews. “We know sooner or later someone is going to get hit. I’m 
glad I play defense.” 

But those plays only cause fans to want more. 

As a freshman and sophomore, those highlight hits were often offset 
by Maualuga missing assignments because he did not play with poise. 
During a famous incident in his sophomore year, coach Pete Carroll 
chewed him out on the sideline after he'd given up a big screen play 
against Stanford. 

However, Maualuga made huge strides last year and enjoyed his best 
season. He finished with a team-high 79 tackles and was the Defensive 
Most Valuable Player of the Rose Bowl. It was an easy choice; he inter- 
cepted a pass and had three sacks. 

And now he’s a preseason All-American. 

“I think I’ve matured,” Maualuga said. “I’ve grown up a lot. I’m more 
comfortable with my role now.” 

As USC fields another national championship-contending team, Maua- 
luga is the closest thing to a star on this year’s edition, with his bushy hair and 
6-3, 255-pound frame making him an easily recognizable figure on campus. 

“Those NFL guys couldn’t take their eyes off Rey,” Carroll said. 
“He’s a complete player at the next level. I encouraged him to find out 
what the NFL thought after his junior year, but he knew it would really 
help him to come back.” 

And it will really help USC. 

He underwent a highly publicized freshman year, where he was arrested 
for punching a student and then endured the death of his father right before 
the 2006 Rose Bowl. Since those tumultuous times, he’s become a good 
student and learned to control his emotions, on and off the field. 

Now, he calls the defensive signals and is a team leader. He should 
become a first-team All-Pac-10 selection for the third straight year. 

But he remains humble about his ability. 

“T still have a lot of growing up to do on the football field,” Maualuga 
said. “As much as I’m asked about myself, I’m really just hoping to win a 
national championship.” 


REY MAUALUGA 


— Scott Wolf 
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PLAYER RATINGS 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


irginia Tech’s Macho man was as good as gone in January. 
Victor “Macho” Harris had decided to join teammate 
Brandon Flowers in skipping the last year of his college career 
to apply for the National Football League Draft. 
Then Harris sought some advice from a higher authority. And by 


TOP CORNERBACKS | 


RK NAME CLASS COLLEGE 
Malcolm Jenkins Sr. Ohio State 
All-American and one of several Buckeyes who returned to chase the title. 
_ Alphonso Smith Sti lake Forest | 
'|_ Nation's leader in career INTs (14) cinema for scores (fo 
“Macho” Harris Sr. Virginia Tech 
Becomes the veteran leader (five INTs last year) in Hokies’ _Gefense. 
Illinois — 
of recruiting done by R 
Sr. Cincinnati 
g East's best for past cues years. 
‘Captain Miser va 
All-SEC as as 


Joe Burnett Sr. Central Florida 
Thought about jumping to the NFL; an exciting retumer, too. 


Asher Allen Georgia 


Jr. 
ft Geo! gia 's reputation soars, so will Allen's as a shut-down corner. 


Jr. Vanderbilt 
An al Se retniete like this doesn't come around Vand' eve - 


TOP SAFETIES 


CLASS COLLEGE 


in the nation; sight in EEE AE last year. 


Nic Harris 
One of the few t 


Taylor Mays usc 

Athletic marvel still has to put it all togethe r... but he will. { 
Eric Berry So. _ Tennessee al 

Freshman All-American had five picks; can play Set ebout ary skill spot, 

Patrick Chung Sr. Oregon 

Hard-hitter, a special teams ace, wil be good for about 120 tops. 

‘Derek F Pegues 

_ MSU's star; interce 

Courtney Greene Sr. tgers 

A big hit from the start, and he’s amassed 299 career tackles. 


Rashad Johnson Alabama 
Led Alabama with 94 tackles and six interceptions last season. 


Kevin Ellison 
All-league player superb at strong safe r Taylor Mays i is at free. 


David Bruton 
Should emerge fr 
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The Return of Macho 
Includes Some Humility 


that, we don’t mean 
his head coach, Frank 
Beamer. 

“At one point, | 
was ready to leave. I was 
ready for the league, ready to start a new life,” he said. “But when you're 
making a life change like that, it takes more than one night. I got down 
on my hands and knees and asked the man upstairs for help.” 

Apparently, Harris’ heavenly adviser must be a Hokie fan. Harris 
changed his mind before the deadline to declare for the draft, opting to 
stay at Tech for his senior year. 

Harris’ change of heart was a welcome measure of good news for 
Beamer and veteran defensive coordinator Bud Foster. Already wracked 
by graduation losses — linebackers Vince Hall and Xavier Adibi, end 
Chris Ellis, tackles Carlton Powell and Barry Booker — the defense 
would have been in rebuilding mode had Harris followed Flowers. 

Instead, Harris’ return gives the defense a veteran leader, in addition 
to the lockdown cornerback Foster's blitz-happy scheme requires. 

But Harris says he feels no undue pressure as the Hokes pursue their 
second consecutive ACC title. 

“We have a great group of guys and a great coach who will put us in 
position to make plays,” he said. “I can’t play every position on the field, 
but as far as bringing leadership, I can do that.” 

The 6-0, 192-pound Harris enjoyed the best season of his Tech 
career in 2007, even though he often was overshadowed by the hard- 
hitting Flowers. Harris finished with 36 tackles and five interceptions, 
including one he returned for a touchdown in an emotional opening win 
over East Carolina. 

What's more, Harris cut down on mental errors. 

“T didn’t try to do too much, and I made plays,” he said. “Some- 
times, when you're younger, you want to do what you can to impress the 
coaches and fans. Part of growing up and maturing is (letting the game) 
come to you.” 

Harris might be doing that on both sides of the ball this fall. The 
coaching staff let him work the first six sessions of spring practice at 
flanker, where Tech suffered heavy graduation losses. 

This is a guy who rushed for 2,346 yards and scored 35 touchdowns 
as a high school senior, and he gave a glimpse of his ability to produce 
big plays when he lugged a kickoff 100 yards in an October win at 
Clemson. 

“We lost a lot and I want to do a lot to help the team,” he said. 

No matter how his senior year turns out, Harris says he will cherish 
his years playing for Beamer. The veteran coach and Harris share a bond 
— not only in their devotion to the program, but in their life experiences. 

Both were burned as children, Harris’ accident occurring on the day 
Beamer made his home visit in 2004 - a grease fire broke in the kitchen 
and Harris suffered burns on his arm and face. 

“He was giving me advice (throughout the recovery) and I felt that 
bond,” Harris said. “Not too many coaches would know how to handle 
that, but I took heed with what he said. 

“If I was ever going to be like somebody, it would be like Coach 
Beamer.” 


VICTOR “MACHO” HARRIS 


— Bucky Dent 
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ALL-PURPOSE 


Harvin Finds a New Way \ 
to Gain Yards in All Ways PERCY HARVIN 


aster, Percy Harvin realized, isn’t always better. 
So to become a better football player, Harvin decided to slow 


down. 
TOP KIC 4 = RS His epiphany came during a film session last season with 


CLASS COLLEGE then-running backs coach Stan Drayton the week before Florida’s home- 


Thomas Weber So. Arizona State coming game against Vanderbilt. 


Nearly perfect as a freshman (24 of 25); won the Lou Groza Award. “I saw plays where I missed a block or like I was falling down,” 


Sam Swank Sr. Wake Forest crt ain Ao bie esi ene ; na ead the “fas - 
Has 60 career field goals and is an amazing nine of 12 from 50-plus yards, uty in said. He said, Just slow down and read the blocks and know 
Austin Starr Sr. Indiana PSO Urn OD 
49-yarder beat Purdue in finale and sent Hoosiers to a bowl game. And how. 


Kai Forbath So. CUCUAGH aan In the three games Harvin played following that film session (he 


Made UCLA forget about Justin n Medlock; hit all five FGs from 50-plus. missed two games because of migraines), he rushed for 435 yards and 


Jose Martinez Sr. UTEP P ; ; folemaG : 
Made 17 of 20 field goals attempts last season, including a 57-yarder vs. Houston. four touchdowns — more than half his season totals. 


Louie Sakoda Sr. Utah , He also caught 23 passes for 254 yards and a touchdown in that stretch, 
Was a solid 10 of 13 from 40 or more yards; best P/K combo in country. signaling his arrival as one of the best all-around players in the country. 


Colt David Sr. LSU “T'd take him,” Vanderbilt coach Bobby Johnson said. “Take him 
Opportunity and accuracy intersected for SEC-record 147 points. ‘ ~ ve g Con) J 
back on the plane. 


Jeff Wolfert Sr. Missouri 5 ; : 
All-Big 12 kicker enters season having made 16 consecutive field goals. Johnson made that comment moments after Harvin rushed for 113 


yards and caught nine passes for 110 yards to become the first player in 


TOP Pp U NTE R S Florida history to surpass 100 yards rushing and receiving in the same game. 


Photo by: A.D. Moore 


CLASS COLLEGE When Harvin’s sophomore season ended against Michigan in the 
Kevin Huber Sr. Cincinnati Capital One Bowl, he had amassed more than 1,000 yards rushing and 
Blasted his way to the best average in the nation last year — 46.9. receiving in his career. 
Louie Sakoda Sr. Utah For the season, he rushed 83 times for 764 yards and caught 59 
Great height, distance, placement; had six punts end up inside the 5-yard line. - iS C N : 4 

= 3 aASSCS ‘ ° ¢e average -£ Yards a Ce > S a > 

Chris Miller cr Ball State pass 's for 858 yards H 2 av eraged ).2 yards a carry, tops in the nation 
Averaged 45.4 yards per attempt, and dropped 23 inside in the 20. and his 1,622 yards of total offense is the second most by a receiver in 
Justin Brantly Sr. Texas A&M SEC history, trailing only LSU’s Josh Reed (1,747 in 2001). 


_ Bigger than many LBs (6-4, 245); 43.9-yard average in three years. 


Graham Gano Sr. Florida State > a the G: 4] = rr 

Has had one punt of at least 50 yards in 11 consecutive games. also Bs the ae ae fee id . ee hat Harvi f 
Keenyn Crier ay ARO0a Percy p ays tailback,” Meyer said, pointing out that Harvin ran for 
_ Huge leg; getting more consistent; All- Pac-10 as a freshman. 157 yards against Florida State and 165 against Michigan. “Those are 


Thomas Morstead Sr. SMU great running back stats and that’s what he’s playing at those times.” 


XSi ISAT COMeWece USA Nee SP. TUG RASUUSLNE DUE 2] Sometimes he’s also playing quarterback. He has taken direct snaps, 
Jacob Richardson Sr. Miami (Ohio). ~ 


Made significant improvement every year, averaging 45.0 in 2007. although he did that much more in his freshman season. 
Harvin’s teammates don’t care what he is. They just know he’s a big 
TO Pp ALL P U R POS [= play waiting to happen. 
“Sometimes I get in trouble with not carrying out my fakes after I 

NAME CLASS COLLEGE ; si y : 3 O10 [cere 

. . hand it to him, and I turn and watch him go,” Florida quarterback Tim 
Percy Harvin Jr. Florida - eet 4 
His all-around skills could steal Heisman away from Tim Tebow. Tebow said. : f 
Jeremy Maclin So. Missouri “He’s naturally gifted at playing football. God gave him the ability 
Scored by rush, reception, punt and kick retums last season. _ = to make people miss that he didn’t give a lot of other people.” 
inealg Say tthe tSerthred on ele et could beNo a Like 2007 winner Tebow, that makes him something else, too: A 

y Heisman Trophy candidate. 


_ Third-team All-American for all-purpose skills in '06; injured in ‘07. _ If he recovers as expected from surgery on his right heel bone by the 


The 5-11, 178-pound Harvin is a fantastic tailback who happens to 


Sammie Stroughter Sr. Oregon State 


Brandon James Jr. Florida Aug. 30 season opener against Hawaii — his rehab began in June — Har- 


more? : Me ‘ 36 
Does most of his damage on returns; will he carry the ball more? . vin has a legitimate chance to record 1,000 yards rushing and receiving. 


ere ae a everyone o EG one Pek prea him in ‘07 That, much like Tebow’s 32 passing and 23 rushing touchdowns in 


Javign AYBTaS aya Alabarvia y 2007, would be hard for voters to ignore. x 
Gilbert's cousin adds corerback duties to his stellar return game. _ “Like I tell anybody, he can win the Heisman next year if he stays 


Dexter McCluster — Jr. Ole Miss healthy and does some of things I know he can do,” said former UF 
Will try to do for Houston Nutt what Darren McFadden did for Arkansas. Pion eae . a R 
receiver Andre Caldwell. “He’s just that talented. I think big things are 


going to happen for him.” 


— Michael DiRocco 
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Las Vegas’ leading Contest Winner Brings YOU to his Level! * 


“HI. My name ts Nick Bogdanovich and the most important thing i gts 
you need to know about winning at football is this: | ae 


IF THEY CAN’T BEAT ME, THEY CAN’T BEAT YOU!” 


ll AS LINESMAKER | ran the baddest book in town — Binion’s — & 

@ AS A BETTOR | just WON my 3RD STRAIGHT handicapping tournament and I’m now 
3 and 0 with (see documentation). 

© /f the books can’t beat me as a bettor — and the bettors can’t beat me as a bookmaker 
— that makes me 


o 


BH BUT IT MAKES too, if you and 


ro I ho | are both betting the same games! 


@ And that’s what | propose right now. Come in with J 
me from the Pre-Season through December, Z ig 
. You'll never have to (i 
NICK HOGDANOWICH wonder where the right number is or who the wise guys like. 
From now on, got the right number and 

@ Best of all, I'm not just available. I’m affordable. 


| ee Because Vegas Pays for this Deal! From Pre-Season 
= through December, I’ll give you the same games | bet myself. 
| ‘OG WoN Be I My regular fee is $500. But all you pay me now is Why? 
i roorRali, ® BASHETBAUL @ Because you only have to pay me the balance of $320 at the 
ST end of he season you have 
@ |f, however, you're convinced I'll come through for you and you want to save a few bucks, pay 
my further-reduced season fee of $400 - that's a savings of $100 - and I'll throw in the post 
season College Bowls and NFL Playoffs to sweeten the deal. 
Mi AND you get all my anyway, including my: 
PLAY: SCORE: RESULT: 


DATE: A GAME: 


A5 Saints/Steelers 20-7 
A18 OF THE YEAR: Seahawks 48-13 
A25 rs an Se Cowboys 28-16 

AND DOZEN 1D Lions 37-10 

am Cards/Chargers 31-33 
S30 Bears 37-27 
07 Lions 34-3 
(oy) COLLEGE UPSET GAME OF MONTH: Wyoming 20-3 
014 Texans 37-17 


(eo) COLLEGE GAME OF THE MONTH: _ Nebraska 36-14 


When | was a linesmaker | did what all the suits from Harvard, Wharton or Stanford 
couldn't do: / made SURE the house made a profit. Now | want to do the same for you! 


Call me now toll free at: 1" x . jam) 
or call: 1: 702-860: also available at: WWW. SportsMasters.com 
“My whole life - as a kid growing up in Vegas... as a business major on a basketball 
scholarship... as linesmaker at Binion’s Horseshoe, the Stratosphere, Mandalay Bay, 
the Golden Nugget ...as a Champion in the $160,000 winner-take-all handicapping 
contest at LeRoy’s... or as Sports Book Director at Cal Neva - thru all of it, | have 
stayed focused on the right number. Don’t tell me who can beat who — give me a 
number. Don't tell me about style matchups — give me a number. It takes a number 
to beat a number. That is what! do. And I’m inviting you to join me.” ¥ 


NICK 3540 W. Sahara Avenue #732 Las Vegas, NV 89102-5816 
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This is a tough one. Clemson or Georgia? Geor- 
gia or Clemson? Perhaps the Bulldogs should get the 
benefit of the doubt because of their status as Lindy's 
preseason No. 1, but the Tigers deserve the nod 
because of a second proven option at tailback. 

Clemson, a year ago, couldn’t make this list 
because it had a rookie quarterback; it wasn’t enough 
that the Tigers had two elite tailbacks. But then Cullen 
Harper went out and became the top-rated passer in 
the ACC last season — yes, better than Boston Col- 
lege’s Matt Ryan — and running back James Davis 
decided to return for his senior season with junior 
C.J. Spiller. 

There you have it. One of the best quarterbacks 
in the country, backed by a two-time All-ACC running 
back (Davis) and one of the nation’s most thrilling 
players (Spiller). 

That “Thunder and Lightning” combination 
poured it on for 1,832 rushing yards last season — 
despite playing behind a questionable offensive line. 


SE EA 
Quarterback Matthew Stafford, as expected, 
made improvement in his sophomore season, show- 
ing he has the career arc to be one of the nation’s 
finest just in time for a run to No. 1. 
The revelation was freshman running back 
Knowshon Moreno, whose sizzling second half of 
the season gave him 1,332 yards, 14 touchdowns ... 


YY Linoy’s Sports ANNUALS 


“Thunder and Lightning” have 
the Clemson Tigers in contention 
in the Atlantic Coast Conference. 


and the expectation that he was just getting started. 
He should be backed by promising redshirt freshman 
Caleb King. 


ae Se ee ae ee ee 

Quarterback Sam Bradford had a slight advan- 
tage in OU's quarterback derby last year coming out 
of spring ball, so it wasn’t a surprise that he ended up 
winning the job, it’s that he ended up being so good 
at it. He set an NCAA freshman record with 36 touch- 
down passes and led the nation in passing efficiency 
with a rating of 176.53. 

DeMarco Murray, looking for a full season of 
health, had 764 yards and 13 TDs as a freshman. 
Chris Brown is a dependable short-yardage runner, 
and Mossis Madu just wants a shot. 


EES TS 
Ohio State has a steady, all-league quarterback 
in Todd Boeckman and a running back, Chris “Beanie” 
Wells, who has a chance to gain admittance to the 
chamber of Buckeye greats. None of that compares to 
the hype surrounding incoming freshman quarterback 
Terrelle Pryor. Ohio State would be thrilled if he does 
what Tim Tebow did at Florida as a rookie — be a 
part-time, change-of-pace, scoring machine. 


t n t =, wif J “ 
Patrick White and Steve Slaton formed one of the 
nation’s best backfields last season, and the produc- 
tion isn’t expected to drop off the cliff now that Noel 


Devine has replaced the slithery Slaton, an NFL early 
entry. Devine, running on jet fuel, is a threat to go all 
the way, while White has as much running wizardry 
as any QB in the country. 


Riley Skinner, only a junior, has already tied the 
school record for victories by a quarterback (18). 
Josh Adams ran for 953 yards last season and was 
chosen as the ACC Rookie of the Year. 


& 


Senior quarterback John Parker Wilson, in a 
testament to his ability and longevity, is going to 
rewrite the school’s passing marks. A trio of returning 
running backs, led by Terry Grant, combined for 
1,673 yards last season. 


Do-it-all quarterback Matt Grothe and running 
back Mike Ford return to lead an offense that aver- 
aged 34.7 points and 414 yards per game. 


Max Hall threw for 3,848 yards in his first season 
as the starter, helped by freshman Harvey Unga, who 
had 1,227 yards rushing and 655 yards receiving. 


QB Mark Sanchez is still short of experience (but 
he’s talented, of course) and the nation’s deepest 
cache of running backs counts for a lot. 


RECEIVERS 


The Tigers are so ridiculous offensively right 
now that they can lose All-American tight end Martin 
Rucker and wideout Will Franklin (49 catches), and 
not spend much time worrying about it. 

That's the luxury of having Jeremy Maclin, who 
had 1,055 receiving yards last season and put ona 
show all over the field. Rucker’s loss is absorbed by 
senior Chase Coffman, the three-year sidekick who'll 
perhaps have another 14 games to add to his school 
record for touchdown catches. 

Danario Alexander (coming back from ACL 
surgery), speedy Jared Perry, third-down target 
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Tommy Saunders and incoming freshmen help give 
Chase Daniel all the help he needs as the Tigers take 
aim again at the BCS. 


2. TEXAS TECH 


Michael Crabtree won the Biletnikoff Award as a 
freshman, simply too big, too fast, too determined for 
those poor little cornerbacks. Crabtree led the nation 
in receiving yards per game (150.92), receptions per 
game (10.31) and receiving touchdowns (22). 

Two more starting wideouts return for one of the 
nation’s most prolific offenses — Edward Britton (48 
catches) and Eric Morris (nine TDs). 


3. TULSA 


Perhaps these record-setters are just a product 
of the system — but it’s a really good system. Tulsa 
finished with the nation’s top-ranked offense (543.9), 
and the Golden Hurricane produced three 1,000-yard 
pass catchers, all of whom are back — Brennan 
Marion (the Conference USA Newcomer of the Year), 
Trae Johnson and Charles Clay. 


4. OHIO STATE 


Without a lot of fanfare, Brian Hartline, Brian 
Robiskie and Ray Small combined for 127 catches 
for 1,896 yards and 19 touchdowns. That's nearly 
identical to the production from Ohio State's top three 
a year earlier when the Buckeyes had first-rounders 
Ted Ginn and Anthony Gonzalez. 


5. RUTGERS 


The Scarlet Knights had two players break 
the school record for receiving yards — Tiquan 
Underwood, whose 1,100 yards were eclipsed by 
tall and athletic Kenny Britt, who came 
up with 1,232 receiving yards while 
averaging 19.9 per catch. Tim Brown 
and Dennis Campbell give Rutgers 
enviable depth. 


6. FLORIDA 


It doesn't take much else than 
Heisman candidate Percy Harvin to rank 
high on this list. But the Gators have 
help in reserve, including emerging 
Louis Murphy, speedy Deonte Thomp- 
son and the best tight end in the SEC, 
Cornelius Ingram. 


7. TENNESSEE 


Lucas Taylor, Josh Briscoe and 
Austin Rogers combined to catch 185 
passes last season, and a deep rotation 
includes talented athletes Gerald Jones 
and Denarius Moore. 


8. CLEMSON 


The Tigers have the best wideout 
in the ACC — Aaron Kelly, who caught 
a school-record 88 passes last season. 
Tyler Grisham can be counted on for 
plays big and small. Jacoby Ford is one 
college football's fastest players. 


9. ARIZONA 


Deep group will help the Wildcats get better in 
second season of Texas Tech-like spread offense, led 
by Mike Thomas (83 catches) and budding star Rob 
Gronkowski, a tight end who has the best hands in 
the Pac-10. 


10. BALL STATE 


The Cardinals have two legit first-day NFL Draft 
prospects in little receiver Dante Love (100 receptions 
for 1,396 yards) and tight end Darius Hill (65 catches, 
11 TDs). 


ioP 
10 


OFFENSIVE 
LINES 


1. OKLAHOMA 


The Sooners have one of the nation’s top back- 
fields, and they have the nation’s best line — which is 
a national-championship kind of combination. 

Oklahoma won't miss a beat from last season 
because all five starters, including a couple of key 


Duke Robinson anchors the 
line for the Sooners, who are a 
legitimate championship threat. 


Photo by: Wesley Hitt / Getty Images 


backups, return to pave the road for an offense that 
ran for an average of 190.7 yards per game, passed 
for 258.2 and allowed only 14 sacks. 

When in doubt, the Sooners will lean to the left, 
which is where guard Duke Robinson and tackle Phil 
Loadholt block out the sun. They are both potential 
first-round draft picks. Center Jon Cooper and right 
guard Brandon Walker are more postseason award 
candidates. 


2. LSU 


The Tigers are right there with Oklahoma as the 
nation’s best offensive line. Tackle Ciron Black, guard 
Herman Johnson and center Brett Helms are All-SEC 
candidates who could also earn national honors. The 
only new starter is at right tackle. 


3. OHIO STATE 


The line loses quotable captain Kirk Barton but 
everyone else is back, including a mammoth senior 
left side — tackle Alex Boone (6-8, 312) and guard 
Steve Rehring (6-7, 345). Jim Cordle is one of the top 
junior centers in the country. 


4. WEST VIRGINIA 


~ The entire starting five is back, led by All-Amer- 
ican tackle Ryan Stanchek and guard Greg Isdaner. 
Now, get started run blocking, fellas. 


5. AUBURN 


The starting unit returns intact, including a trio of 
sophomores who started as true freshmen. This has 
quickly become a strength for the Tigers, led by guard 
Tyronne Green. 


6. ALABAMA 


Every team should be so lucky to have a founda- 
tion of left tackle Andre Smith and center Antoine 
Caldwell. 


7. WISCONSIN 


The Badgers, near-permanent residents of 
this list, have lots of versatility and standout guard 
Kraig Urbik, making life easier for a new starting 
quarterback. 


8. PENN STATE 


The intact line, led by center A.Q. Shipley and left 
tackle Gerald Cadogan, will help make a 1,000-yard 
rusher out of emerging tailback Evan Royster. 


9. CAL 


Led by center Alex Mack and tackle Mike Tepper, 
Cal has allowed just 24 sacks in the past two seasons, 
the third-lowest total in the nation (and it’s not as if 
QB Nate Longshore has been particularly nimble). 


10. BYU 


Senior guard Ray Feinga and senior tackle Dallas 
Reynolds each begin the season on the watch list for 
the Outland Trophy. Neither was beaten for a sack 
last season. 
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RANKINGS 


PN 


DEFENSE 


SS a 

It hardly seems fair. Coaches always talk about 
how the toughest recruiting task is to find big, athletic 
defensive tackles. Almost nobody has an excess. 
Almost nobody can replace an All-American such as 
Glenn Dorsey. 

Except LSU. 

Reloading with a vengeance, the Tigers turn to 
Ricky Jean-Francois to be a dominator in the middle. 
He missed the first 12 games last season because 
of academics, but then played a role in the SEC 
Championship Game and the national-title game win 
over Ohio State. He has a talent ceiling, scouts say, as 
high as Dorsey’s. 

The interior rotation, including Marlon Favorite, 
Charles Alexander and Al Woods, is fabulous. The 
ends are the best in the SEC, with Tyson Jackson 
high on the NFL radar. On the other side, sixth-year 
senior Kirston Pittman (eight sacks) is even more 
productive. 


EEE ee 

Notice the trend here with 
the offensive and defensive lines 
of LSU and Oklahoma? 

As usual, the Sooners are 
overflowing with former four- 
and five-star recruits, allowing 
coach Bob Stoops to use a deep 
rotation. Junior end Auston 
English is the team’s premier 
pass rusher, with 9.5 sacks last 
season. Jeremy Beal and Alan 
Davis both have starts at end, and 
sixth-year senior John Williams, 
trying to come back from a torn 
Achilles’ tendon, is another pos- 
sibility. Watch for freshman Frank 
Alexander. 

Junior DeMarcus Granger 
and sophomore Gerald McCoy 
hold down the middle. Each was 
the top-rated defensive tackle 
in their respective recruiting 
classes. They're a big reason 
why Oklahoma held six teams 
last season to 66 rushing yards 
or less. 


The Bulldogs have strength up the middle with 
All-SEC candidates Jeff Owens and Geno Atkins. 
Ends Roderick Battle, a returning starter, and Jeremy 
Lomax aren't as decorated but have ample experience. 
The Dawgs are doing something right: They finished 
in the top three in total defense, run defense and scor- 
ing defense last season. 


Sa a a ee a et 

The Tigers will continue their run of stout 
defenses, with seniors Dorell Scott and Rashaad Jack- 
son leading a deep pool of talent at tackle. Ricky Sapp 
is a. good pass rusher off the end, posting five sacks 
and 22 hurries last season. The buzz of spring was 
true freshman Da’Quan Bowers, an early enrollee. 


ae ee Ee See) 

Senior tackle Vance Walker is a Lindy’s pre- 
season All-American, and Darryl Richard is another 
strong tackle who compiles tackles for loss. Athletic 
Michael Johnson takes over at end, 


Swarming Bengal Tiger defense 
will still be tops, even without 
Glenn Dorsey. 


Photo by: Joe Robbins/Getty Images 


Even with a couple of players suspended in the 
spring, the Lions had plenty of big fellas in the middle. 
While that gets sorted out, the headliner is at end; All- 
America candidate Maurice Evans had 12.5 sacks and 
five forced fumbles last season. Opposite end Josh 
Gaines does a nice job, too. 


Ron Brace and B.J. Raji, who is coming back 
from academic ineligibility, are two non-movable ob- 
jects in the middle of the line. Junior end Alex Albright 
had 8.5 sacks despite missing the final three games 
due to injury. BC would have been higher if not for the 
April dismissal of starting end Brady Smith. 


Explosive Sen’Derrick Marks is now in the 
middle, and end Antonio Coleman (18.5 tackles for 
loss last season; including 8.5 sacks) should be fine 
after a scary spring neck injury. 


The Sun Devils’ strength is at end. Dexter Davis 
had 10.5 sacks last season, and his bookend, Luis 
Vasquez, was often in the backfield, too. They com- 
bined for 25 tackles for loss. 


Plenty of production from ends Cody Brown and 
Julius Williams — they combined for 16 sacks and 
caused other mayhem — for a defense that held 10 
opponents under 20 points. The Huskies could be 
even better on defense this year. 


LINEBACKERS 


The Trojans have arguably the best inside 
linebacker (Rey Maualuga) and the best outside 
linebacker (Brian Cushing) in the country. They are 
each former Rose Bowl MVPs. 

They're not necessarily stat compilers like some 
other linebackers, but hard-hitting Maualuga did have 
six sacks last season and Cushing had 13.5 tackles 
for loss in 2006 when he often played as a stand-up 
end. Cushing was slowed last season by injury when 
he returned to the strong side. 

As usual, everyone else is jealous of USC’s 
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depth, which includes seniors Kaluka Maiava and Clay 
Matthews, sophomore Luther Brown and redshirt 
freshman Chris Galippo. 


2. OHIO STATE 


Senior middle ‘backer James Laurinaitis is up for 
all the major defensive awards — some of which he 
already owns — and he plays his best in big games. 
He had 19 tackles vs. Wisconsin last season and 18 in 
the national-title game loss to LSU. 

Marcus Freeman is back as a tag-team partner 
for the third consecutive season. He had more than 
100 tackles last season. Senior Curtis Terry, coming 
off a medical redshirt, could take the other outside 
spot and also dabble on offense as a fullback. 


3. SOUTH CAROLINA 


The Gamecocks, needing to make big improve- 
ment in this area, benefit from Jasper Brinkley’s 
return from injury and the move of end Eric Norwood 
(19.5 tackles for loss, six sacks) to outside linebacker. 
Rodney Paulk and Marvin Sapp are returning starters 
in what is now a deep and potentially punishing unit. 


4. VIRGINIA 


Cavs rarely have a shortage of talent at 
linebacker in their 3-4 defense, and senior outside 
linebacker Clint Sintim is one of the best in the nation. 
Seniors Jon Copper and Antonio Appleby hold down 
the inside spots, giving the defense 500 pounds of 
run-stuffing force. Virginia allowed only nine rushing 
touchdowns last season. 


5. WAKE FOREST 


Outside linebacker Aaron Curry makes plays all 
over the field. He has two other seniors — Stanley 
Arnoux and Chantz McClinic — with him as starters, 
and there is so much depth that coach Jim Grobe can 
use some hybrid schemes with his linebackers. 


6. CAL 


Bears return a veteran unit that features big- 
play man Zach Follett, Anthony Felder and Worrell 
Williams. That trio last season recorded 270 tackles, 
including 24.5 for loss. 


7. FLORIDA 


No more depth problems. All-SEC standout 
Brandon Spikes made 131 tackles last season. Dustin 
Doe and A.J. Jones are returning starters. Freshman 
Brendan Beal could make an impact before it’s all over 
this season. 


8. GEORGIA 


Dannell Ellerbe is super in the middle and getting 
better all the time. Sophomore Rennie Curran could 
make a big name for himself this season. Depth is not 
an issue. 


9. MIAMI (OHIO) 


Clayton Mullins is the reigning MAC Defensive 
Player of the Year, and Joey Hudson is a two-time all- 
conference pick. That makes it hard for Caleb Bostic 
(103 tackles, 11 for loss) to squeeze into postseason 
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honors, even if he’s deserving. 


10. KANSAS 


Joe Mortensen, All-Big 12 last season with 106 
tackles, controls the middle, surrounded by seniors 
Mike Rivera and James Holt, each of whom earned 
honorable mention all-conference honors. 


Taylor Mays is part of the 
nation’s best safety tandem. 


TOP 
10 


DEFENSIVE 
BACKS 
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1. USC 


The Trojans, even in the passing Pac-10, ranked 
sixth nationally in passing efficiency and allowed only 
nine passing touchdowns. They should be just as 
good this season — perhaps better — because of the 
return of seven players with starting experience and 
mix-and-match possibilities. 

The safety combination of Taylor Mays and 
Kevin Ellison is the best in the country. Both have 
All-America talent. 

Cary Harris returns at one cornerback spot, and 
a cast of several is vying for the position vacated by 
Terrell Thomas. 


2. OHIO STATE 


The Buckeyes were first nationally in pass 
defense (150.1 yards per game) and were fourth in 


passing efficiency defense (98.73 rating). Should be 
no problems this season. Senior All-American Mal- 
colm Jenkins leads the way among the four returning 
starters. 

As to who has the better secondary — USC or 
Ohio State — that might become clearer when the 
teams meet in the L.A. Coliseum on Sept. 13. 


3. SOUTH CAROLINA 


The fabulously named Captain Munnerlyn is 
a super cover guy, and Emanuel Cook helps bring 
definition to the term “hard-hitting safety.” True fresh- 
man Akeem Auguste is pushing senior Carlos Thomas 
in an experienced unit that allowed just 168.8 passing 
yards per game. 


4. OREGON 


There's not a play that senior rover Patrick 
Chung can’t make. The Ducks complement his 
all-around skills with the best pair of cornerbacks in 
the league. Walter Thurmond and Jairus Byrd were 
honorable mention all-conference as sophomores in 
2007. 


5. MISSISSIPPI STATE 


All-SEC free safety Derek Pegues, who had five 
interceptions last season, is the leader of a defense 
that was seventh in the nation against the pass, allow- 
ing 174.9 yards per game. The Bulldogs return three 
other starters. 


6. TENNESSEE 


This will be one of the most improved secondar- 
ies in the country, boosted by the return of athletic 
safety Demetrice Morley (academics) and cornerback 
Antonio Gaines (injury). They'll be sidekicks to sopho- 
more safety Eric Berry, who picked off five intercep- 
tions and returned them 222 yards last year. 


7. RUTGERS 


Senior safety Courtney Greene, one of the finest 
in the country, is joined by cornerback twins Jason 
and Devin McCourty in what should again be a stingy 
defense. 


8. OREGON STATE 


The Beavers suffered a lot of personnel losses, 
but the secondary is still a strength. Seniors Brandon 
Hughes and Keenan Lewis have a total of 65 starts at 
cornerback, and senior strong safety Al Afalava, who 
can deliver a hit, has started for most of the past two 
years. 


9. CINCINNATI 


Cornerback tandems don’t come much better 
than Mike Mickens and DeAngelo Smith. They inter- 
cepted 14 passes last season. 


10. ARIZONA STATE 


Dennis Erickson’s defense will continue to get 
faster and better, and safety Troy Nolan and corner- 
back Omar Bolden are a key part of the makeover. 
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Step inside the Big Top — you won't 
believe your eyes! 

It was a college football freak show 
last season, right from the opening act. 

Appalachian State over Michigan in 
the Big House? 

Navy over Notre Dame? 

Stanford over USC? 

Louisiana-Monroe over Alabama? 

On and on. 

When it was over, Notre Dame had a 
sickly three victories, Miami was bowl- 
less for the first time in a decade, the Ne- 
braska Blackshirt defense had given up 
76 points in a game ... and being ranked 
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No. 2 in the country was a curse. 

South Florida was one of the teams 
stepping through the space-time rift in the 
college football universe. The Bulls weren't 
even born as a Division I-A (sorry, Football 
Bowl Subdivision) program until 2001. 

USF was one of several surprising 
teams that rose to No. 2 in the polls. 
Cal, Boston College, Oregon, Kansas ... 
they had their chance. It was up to them 
to lose it, and they lost it. 

No. 1 Missouri and No. 2 West Virgin- 
ia were a weekend away from playing for 
the national championship. Then came 
one more spin of the big wheel of upsets 


and both teams were gone. 

Was last season a fluke? 

We all want to believe in the sancti- 
ty of, say, a Florida-USC national cham- 
pionship game ... but, well, good luck 
with that. 

Even the Gators have to reload now 
and then. USC’s invincibility shield was 
punctured by 40-point underdog Stanford. 

Bottom line: Get used to it. 

“That's just the way college football 
is,” said LSU coach Les Miles, who ben- 
efited the most from the upsets, able 
to take a two-loss team to the national 
title game — and win it handily over 
Ohio State. 

“If you're not prepared, if you don't 
have a great game plan, if your kids 
don’t come ready to play quality football 
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and do it for four quarters, it’s going to 
be a dogfight. We certainly understood 
that last year. And that was not only in 
our season, but throughout the country 
you saw those games in which a signifi- 
cant underdog won. 

“That happens. That's college foot- 
ball.” 

Amen. 

Given the backdrop of last season, 
nothing seems terribly improbable any- 
more. Still, it’s hard to wrap your brain 
around some of the concepts here. 

If we say Texas Tech could play Cin- 
cinnati for the national title, you say 
we're crazy. We say, look at last season. 

This is good for weekly drama. Bad 
for preseason predictions. 

This year, it’s not as if Georgia, Lindy’s 
preseason No. 1, is any kind of a lock for 
the title game. Have you seen the Dawgs’ 
schedule? The whole SEC has the same 
problem — too many tough games. 

There’s no clear-cut favorite. Ohio 
State might run through the Big Ten, but 
the Buckeyes first have to go through 
the L.A. Coliseum and face USC, which 
has had a hard time running through its 
conference lately. 

The Big 12 is loaded, and might 
face the same feeding-on-its-own syn- 
drome as the SEC and Pac-10. Big East 
fave West Virginia has the unknown of a 
new coach. Clemson should win the ACC, 
but when is the last time Clemson won 
something it should? 

How sure can we be of a surprise? 

Consider: In each of the past 11 
years, at least two teams unranked in 
the AP preseason poll have finished in 
the national top 10, just as Missouri and 
Kansas did last season. 

Here's betting it will another crazy 
season. 

Welcome to the Big Top, and a po- 
tential Tiger-taming opener. 

After all, defending national champ 
LSU opens at home ... against Appala- 
chian State. 
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BCS 


MATCHUPS 


BCS NATIONAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 


The BCS “double-hosting” system 
enters its third season, with the main 
venue switching to Miami this season. 

Dolphin Stadium, with a capacity of 
75,192, is the site of the Orange Bowl 
and the national championship game 
between teams ranked Nos. 1 and 2 in 
the BCS standings. 

Here’s how Lindy’s sees it all: 


Thursday, Jan. 8 
Miami ¢ Dolphin Stadium 
BCS #1 vs. BCS #2 


Lindy’s pick: Georgia vs. USC 


ROSE BOWL 


Thursday, Jan. 1 


Pasadena, Calif. © Rose Bowl 


Pac-10 champ vs. Big Ten champ 
Lindy’s pick: Arizona State* vs. Ohio State 


ORANGE BOWL 


Thursday, Jan. 1 
Miami ¢ Dolphin Stadium 


ACC champ vs. BCS at-large 


Lindy’s pick: Clemson vs. West Virginia 


SUGAR BOWL 


Friday, Jan. 2 
New Orleans ¢ Superdome 


SEC champ vs. BCS at-large 


Lindy’s pick: Florida* vs. Missouri 


FIESTA BOWL 


Monday, Jan. 5 


Glendale, Ariz. University of Phoenix Stadium 


Big 12 champ vs. BCS at-large 


Lindy’s pick: Oklahoma vs. BYU 


*(At Large) 


RULE 


CHANGES 


Call it the Bill Belichick rule. The 
NCAA in April prohibited the use of vid- 
eo or audio equipment to steal an oppos- 
ing team’s signals. Fair enough. 

Meanwhile, the NCAA Playing Rules 
Oversight Panel adopted other rule changes 
that will have an effect on the how the end 
user — that’s you — enjoys the game. 

Mostly, it has to do with more tim- 


ing tweaks. This is the third year in a 
row the NCAA rules committee has ad- 
justed the clock rules, trying to hold the 
line or reduce the length of games while 
preserving the number of plays. 


Here is how it shakes out: 


@ The clock will stop on out-of-bounds 
play ... of course. But the referee will now 
restart the clock when the ball is ready to 
play. That’s new. Exceptions come in the ~ 
final two minutes of each half, when the 
clock will start on the snap, as it used to 
do on all out-of-bounds plays. 
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@ The 40/25-second play clock. This is 
like the NFL. When the play is blown dead, 
the offense then has 40 seconds to snap 
the ball. Previously, a team had 25 seconds 
after officials signaled the ball ready for 
play. There will still be a 25-second play 
clock after a change of possession. 


Here are more highlights of what is 
new ... you be the judge of whether 
they are improvements or not. 


@ No more 5-yard facemask penal- 
ties. Even incidental ones are now 15 
yards. Our call: Kind of harsh, but now 
the officials don’t have to make a judg- 


- ‘3 Mike Stoops 


ot 
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ment about the severity of the infrac- 
tion. We can live with that. 


H No more sideline wamings. A team 
that inches forward too far out ofits sideline 
box can immediately be assessed a 5-yard 
penalty without warning. Previously, offi- 
cials could hand out two warnings before a 
penalty. Our call: The value of a really good 
“get-back coach” has skyrocketed. 


HM A coach who is successful with 
his first replay challenge gets another. 
But he can’t have more than two in a 
game. Our call: There should be no limit 
on how successful a coach can be. 


WIN NOW 
OR ELSE 


Mike Stoops, Arizona — He has 
a handful of upsets but no bowl in 
four seasons. Given the sideline tan- 
trums, he’s done more whining than 
winning, and his most memorable mo- 
ment might have come off the field. In 
February, he referred to the supposed 
(and disputed) easier academic admis- 
sions to his state rival, Arizona State, 
and mentioned it as “a junior college.” 
Folks in Tempe were not amused. 

Ty Willingham, Washington — 
He is 11-25 in three seasons, fight- 
ing uphill to restore the talent level 
to Washingtonian levels. His sopho- 
more quarterback, Jake Locker, is the 
real deal ... but so is the schedule. It 
starts like this — at Oregon, vs. BYU, 
vs. Oklahoma — and includes only 
four conference home games. Get- 
ting to .500 would be an accomplish- 
ment and a job-saver. 

Greg Robinson, Syracuse — He's 
making ex-coach Paul Pasqualoni look 
like Paul “Bear” Bryant. Robinson is 
an un-spiffy 7-28 in three seasons, 
and that includes two victories over 
regional step-brother Buffalo. Robin- 
son has a nice group of running backs 
and a manageable non-conference 
schedule. What he doesn’t have is any 
goodwill left in reserve. 


ARKANSAS 

Out: Houston Nutt (fired) 
Nutt’s 10-year tenure at Arkansas 
unraveled in more ways than one, so 
he had to go. Petrino will deliver the 
passing game that was so successful 
at Louisville. Will it work in the SEC? 


BAYLOR 

In: Art Briles 

Briles rebuilt Houston, can recruit 
the state and has a spread offense that 
can keep pace in the Big 12. Baylor 
stepped up at the right time to grab a 
coach whose stock will soar if he does 
the near-impossible at Baylor. 

COLORADO STATE 

Out: Sonny Lubick (retired) 

In: Steve Fairchild 

Would have been nice if Lubick could 
have gone out a winner, but he didn't 
have a winning record in his last four 
years, forcing a “retirement.” Fairchild is 
a former CSU quarterback and NFL offen- 
sive assistant — a nice fit. 


DUKE 

Out: Ted Roof (fired) 

In: David Cuitcliffe 

Roof was 6-45 at Duke, including 
3-33 in the ACC. Cutcliffe, the college 
coaching mentor of Peyton and Eli 
Manning, brings some instant cred to 
a program than had none. 

GEORGIA TECH 

Out: Chan Gailey (fired) 

In: Paul Johnson 

Gailey took the Jackets to a bowl 
in each of his six seasons — yeah, but 
he never beat Georgia! Johnson was 
a marvel at Navy, and it will be oh- 
so intriguing to see his option attack 
work in the ACC. It would be great for 
college football if it did. 


HAWAII 

Out: June Jones (SMU) 

In: Greg McMackin : 

Can‘t blame Jones for taking the 
bigger bucks (and better facilities). 
Hawaii makes it fairly painless by hir- 
ing McMackin, the team’s defensive 
coordinator who will keep the run- 
and-shoot offense, although it just 
won't be the same. 


HOUSTON 
Out: Art Briles (Baylor) 
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COACHING 
CHANGES 


How tough is the coaching biz? There have been 43 coach- 
ing changes in major college football in the past two years 
— that’s 36 percent of the 119 teams with new bosses. Of 
course, many of the former head coaches who left involuntari- 
ly pulled down good buyouts, so, we don’t feel tooooo sorry 


for them. 


Here are this season’s new guys in new places ... or old 


guys in new places: 


Like his predecessor, Sumlin has a 
good mind for offense, having served 
under Mike Price, Dennis Erickson and, 
most recently, Bob Stoops at Oklahoma. 
He’s the first African-American head 
coach at a top-division Texas school. 


NAVY 
Out: Paul Johnson (Georgia Tech) 
In: Ken Niumatalolo 


Niumatalolo, quickly promoted from 
assistant head coach, will keep the tri- 
ple-option attack. As for the pronuncia- 
tion of his name, President Bush passed 
during an April ceremony honoring the 
team. “You call me George, I'll call you 
Ken,” he said. 

MICHIGAN 

Out: Lloyd Carr (retired) 

In: Rich Rodriguez 

This is the big one. Whether it’s be- 
cause of Rodriguez's spread offensive 
style or the coach’s personality, Michi- 
gan football might never be the same. 
High risk, high reward. 

MISSISSIPPI 


Out: Ed Orgeron (fired) 
In: Houston Nutt 


Nutt, ousted at Arkansas, gets to 
stay in the SEC West. He won't be able 
to compete right away, but he does have 
Texas transfer quarterback Jevan Snead 
to build around. 

NEBRASKA 

Out: Bill Callahan (fired) 

In: Bo Pelini 

It was only a matter of time before 
Pelini, the defensive architect of last 
season's national champion LSU Tigers, 
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landed a head coaching gig. Nebraska 
was lucky to get him the second time 
around, after bypassing him in favor of 
Callahan after the 2003 season. 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS 

Out: Joe Novak (retired) 

Novak, who had 12 mostly successful 
seasons at Northern Illinois, left behind 


Lloyd Carr 
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a veteran team coming off an injury- 
plagued 2-10 season. A quick turnaround 
is possible under Kill, the former head 
coach at Southern Illinois. 


SMU 

Out: Phil Bennett (fired) 

In: June Jones 

Jones said he installed his whole 
run-and-shoot offense in the spring. 
Give it time, it will work. SMU won't be 
going 1-11 again, as it did last season. 

SOUTHERN MISS 

Out: Jeff Bower (fired) 

In: Larry Fedora 

Fedora, one of the nation’s hot of- 
fensive-minded assistant coaches, brings 
a spread offense (what else these days?) 
to staid Southern Miss. As a coordinator, 
Fedora made offense fly at Florida and 
Oklahoma State. 


TEXAS A&M 

Out: Dennis Franchione (fired) 

In: Mike Sherman 

Fran fanned in five seasons at A&M, 
going 32-28 (unacceptable) and ped- 
dling a newsletter on the side (stupid). 
Sherman, the former Green Bay Packers 
head coach, will make the Aggies less 
dependent on the run. 


UCLA 

Qut: Karl Dorrell (fired) 

In: Rick Neuheisel 

Neuheisel didn’t have happy endings 
at previous head coaching stops with 
Colorado and Washington, but after an 
NFL exile, he lands his dream job. He's 
too smart to not have learned from pre- 
vious mistakes, right? 

WASHINGTON STATE 

Out: Bill Doba (fired) 

In: Paul Wulff 

The Cougs get a real Coug — the 
41-year-old Wulff who played for Wash- 
ington State and most recently was the 
head coach at Eastern Washington. He’s 
young, intense, competitive ... and has 
no illusions about the challenges. 

WEST VIRGINIA 

Out: Rich Rodriguez (Michigan) 

In: Bill Stewart 

West Virginia went through its nasty 
divorce from Rodriguez, but got a nice 
honeymoon with the popular Stewart. 
That bliss, however, will not last long if 
he doesn’t produce with best-in-the-Big 
East talent. 
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To qualify here, players had to have 
missed the entire 2007 season — or at 
least enough of it to qualify for a medi- 
cal redshirt. 

It doesn’t matter the reason — inju- 
ry, grades, suspension — here is a bak- 
er’s dozen of players who should have a 
major impact on their teams after being 
out of sight for a while: 

Jasper Brinkley, LB, South Carolina 
(knee). He’s a monster in the middle, 
perhaps the best at his position in the 
SEC. Steve Spurrier’s defense is loaded 
for bear after an injury-plagued 2007. 

Delone Carter, RB, Syracuse (hip). 
Is he the man who could save coach Greg 
Robinson? A former Mr. Football in Ohio, 
Carter is trying to come back after suf- 
fering a dislocated hip in the spring of 
2007. In 2006, his 713 yards made him 
SU’s most productive freshman tailback 
since Joe Morris in 1978. 

C.J. Gable, RB, USC (groin). Good 
luck predicting what will become of SC’s 
standing-room-only crowd in the back- 
field. But Gable, a redshirt sophomore 
who is as healthy as he’s been at USC, 
looked great in spring and could be at 
least a co-headliner. 

Antonio Gaines and Demetrice 
Morley, DBs, Tennessee. The Vols have 
one of the SEC’s best secondaries and 
one of the deepest, thanks to the return 
of cornerback Gaines (ACL) and free 
safety Morley (academics). 

Anthony Hill, TE, N.C. State (knee). 
Missed all of last season and sat out the 
spring while recovering from an ACL in- 
jury. He’s a former second-team All-ACC 
player and an NFL prospect. 

Derek Kinder, WR, Pitt (knee). 
Former All-Big East player will help the 
Panthers’ inexperienced QBs, who will 
have more to do than just give the ball 
to stud RB LeSean McCoy. 

Albert McClellan, DE, Marshall (knee). 
He was the Defensive Player of the Year 
in Conference USA in 2006, with 11 sacks 
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and 19 tackles for loss. A tom ACL last Au- 
gust delayed his encore until 2008. 

Kevin Ogletree, WR, Virginia (knee). 
The 2007 season was primed to be his 
major breakout ... and then came a torn 
ACL in the spring. He made it all the way 
back this spring, looking to build on his 
sophomore numbers — 52 catches for 
582 yards and four TDs. 

B.J. Raji, DT, Boston College (aca- 
demics). BC has some big hosses in the 
middle of the defensive line, but Raji 
could be the head hoss. Raji is a fire- 
plug 325-pounder who had 16.5 tackles 
for loss in 2006. 

Sammie Stroughter, WR, Oregon 
State (kidney). A lacerated kidney end- 
ed his 2007 season while he was already 
dealing with a bout of depression after 
losing three loved ones before last sea- 


son. The smile was back in the spring. 
So, too, should be the All-American 
skills at wideout and punt returner. 

Brian Toal, LB, Boston College 
(shoulder). All the talent in the world, 
but the senior has had trouble staying 
healthy, missing all of last season with 
a torn labrum. He has 24 career starts 
and has been a double-duty man as the 
Eagles’ short-yardage fullback. 

Artrell Woods, WR, Oklahoma State 
(spine). It’s been an amazing come- 
back so far for Woods, who dislocated 
his spine in a weight room accident last 
summer. Doctors fused vertebra in emer- 
gency surgery. Big question: Would he 
be able to walk again? Now, he appears 
on pace for the season-opener and the 
question is: How many passes can he 
catch in an explosive offense? 
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SCOPING™eNATION 


BACK TO SCHOOL 


The SEC always has to be the best, 
and one of the areas in which it leads 
the country is former NFL head coaches. 

The SEC has four of them now, al- 
though their cumulative NFL record is 
an unflattering 43-66. 

“IT think we all realize it was a lot 
more fun coaching in college than it was 
in the NFL,” Spurrier said. 

“Some people love everything about 


coaching 11, 12 months a year. Person- 
ally, I'm a seasons guy — there’s foot- 
ball season, there’s recruiting season, 
and there’s about three months of golf/ 
travel/family season. 

“You just have more time in college. 
And you answer to the president and the 
athletic director — and you very seldom 
ever see them unless you're losing too 
much or you're breaking the rules. You 
are the boss in college. And if it doesn’t 
go well, you don’t have anyone else to 
blame, that’s for sure.” 

Other SEC coaches who are NFL drop- 
outs are Arkansas’ Bobby Petrino, Alabama's 
Nick Saban and Kentucky's Rich Brooks. 

The Pac-10 has three former NFL head 
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coaches — USC's Pete Carroll, Oregon State's 
Mike Riley and ASU's Dennis Erickson. 

The ACC has two — North Carolina’s 
Butch Davis and Virginia's Al Groh. 

Others: Pittsburgh’s Dave Wannst- 
edt, Texas A&M’s new coach Mike Sher- 
man, and June Jones, who takes over at 
SMU after coaching Hawaii to last sea- 
son's Sugar Bowl. 

Most of college-issued bios on these 
guys gloss over their time in the NFL ... 
with good reason. Of the 12, eight had 
losing records and three others (Car- 
roll, Wannstedt and Groh) were just two 
games over .500. 

Sherman is the big winner of the 
group, going 57-39 with the Green Bay 
Packers from 2000 to 2005. 

Several other college head coaches got 
their current gig because of what they had 
done most recently in the NFL, including 
Notre Dame's Charlie Weis, Boston Col- 
lege’s Jeff Jagodzinski, Fresno State’s Pat 
Hill, Mississippi State’s Sylvester Croom, 
and Minnesota's Tim Brewster. 

But it’s not always easy going back to 
school. Two NFL coaching alums flunked 
out after last season — Georgia Tech's 
Chan Gailey and Nebraska’s Bill Callahan. 


TEAM OF 
THE DECADE? 


USC began the decade as an under- 
achieving program with a coach — Paul 
Hackett — directly out of Dullsville. LSU 
began the decade as an under- 
achieving program trying to wipe 
away the stench of the final two 
seasons of the Gerry DiNardo era. 

Look at these programs now. 

USC and LSU, each with a 
pair of national titles — sor- 
ry, Tigers fans, USC's AP half 
in 2003 really does count, too 
— are battling for the title of 
best of the decade in our in- 
fant millennium. 

There are only two seasons 
left. Can we please-please-please 
get a USC-LSU championship 
game before it’s all over? Let's 
see who has more speed. Let's 


see who gets their lights punched out. 
These turnarounds wouldn't have 
happened without the right coaches. 
The Trojans, to their everlasting 
blessing, backed in to Pete Carroll in 
2001. The Tigers snagged Nick Saban in 
2000 and then Les Miles in 2005, win- 
ning titles with both alpha males. 
It's been all blue skies and sunshine. 
Let's go to the tale of the tape from 
the decade, keeping in mind that LSU 
has played in the tougher conference: 


USC LSU 
Overall record 81-21 82-22 
Bowl record §-2 6-2 
BCS record 5-1 4-0 
Conference titles 6 3 
Heisman winners 3 0 


Carroll and Miles are pistols on the 
recruiting trail, essentially ensuring big 
finishes to this decade ... and beyond. 

But watch out. Other contenders 
haven't ceded anything yet. There is still 
time for some teams to snatch a title (or 
two) this decade and stake their claim as 
the 10-year best. 

@ Oklahoma: 90-17, one national 
title, three title-game appearances, one 
Heisman. 

@ Ohio State: 81-20, one national 
title, three title-game appearances, one 
Heisman. 

@ Georgia: 80-23, two SEC titles ... 
and a potential huge finish. 


Danny McCray 
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Yeah, it would be easy to project the 
2007 winner as being the 2008 winner, 
but what fun is that? Besides, Florida 
coach Urban Meyer likely is going to limit 
the running of Mr. Heisman, and it was 
that running that allowed quarterback 
Tim Tebow to separate from the pack last 
season. 

But we do have a soft spot for much- 
hyped sophomores from the SEC — like 
Tebow was last season. 

That’s why we're going with Geor- 
gia running back Knowshon Moreno. He 
was the impetus behind Georgia's surge 
last year, entering the starting lineup 
at midseason and igniting a seven-game 
Winning streak. He was freaky good in 
breaking off five consecutive 100-yard 
games. 

Overall, it’s a heck of a year for soph- 
omores — there are five on our top 10 
Heisman watch. 

Two would typically be long shots 
by virtue of their position — receivers 
Jeremy Maclin and Michael Crabtree — 
but their potential for historic numbers 
erases that negative. 

Another sophomore, Joe McKnight, is 
certainly a reach, but if you're going to 
reach, do so for a player with vast po- 
tential at a Heisman-factory school that 
can win the national title. Hey, we just 
described Sam Bradford, too. 
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1. Knowshon Moreno RB So. Georgia 

2. Tim Tebow QB Jr. Florida 

3. Chris Wells RB Jr. Ohio State 

4. Chase Daniel QB Sr. Missouri 

5. Percy Harvin WR | Jr. Florida 

6. Sam Bradford QB So. Oklahoma 
7. Pat White QB . Sr. West Virginia 

8. Jeremy Maclin WR/KR So. Missouri 

9. Michael Crabtree WR So. Texas Tech 
10. Joe McKnight RB So. USC 
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1. Ohio State at USC, Sept. 13. 


The college football world (non- 


Buckeye division) is united in hoping to 
see the Trojans win big, vastly decreas- 
ing Ohio State’s chances of making a 
third straight mockery of the national 
title game. 


2. Georgia at Arizona State, Sept. 20. 

Unlike last year, you won't be able to 
say Arizona State skated by because of an 
easy non-conference schedule. It’s a tight 
spot for the Bulldogs, who play at South 
Carolina a week earlier and Alabama a 
week later. 


3. Auburn at West Virginia, Oct. 23. 


The Mountaineers’ Pat White is a 
master of the spread option offense. Au- 
burn is going that route, too, but what 
will it look like at midseason? 


4. Illinois vs. Missouri (St. Louis), Aug. 30. 

A regional rivalry goes national. Last 
year's game featured 864 yards and three 
non-offensive touchdowns. Should be 
as entertaining as it gets. 


5. Alabama vs. Clemson (Atlanta), Aug. 30. 

If Clemson is the power team it’s 
supposed to be, Alabama's regular- 
season losing streak will reach five 
games. If Nick Saban’s Tide is ready to 
turn a corner, this would be the time 
to show it. 


6. Michigan at Notre Dame, Sept. 13. 

You will be hard-pressed to find one 
game in which each coach so desperately 
needs to impress the fan base. 


7. Tennessee at UCLA, Sept. 1. 
It’s the Bruins’ coaching debut of 
one-time Golden Boy Rick Neuheisel. 
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Inquiring minds want to know: Does 
he go with the powder blue sweater 
vest? 


8. Kansas at South Florida, Sept. 12. 

A Friday night game between two of 
2007's darlings who are back for more. 
No reason not to watch. 


9. Florida at Florida State, Nov. 29. 

The Gators make the state rounds 
this season, also playing host to Miami 
on Sept. 6. By the time the game against 
the ‘Noles rolls around, the stakes will 
be clearly defined. 


10. UCLA at BYU, Sept. 13. 

If the Cougars get past their Pac-10 
two-step (they play at Washington a 
week earlier), they could be on their 
way to BCS city. 


11. Arkansas at Texas, Sept. 13. 

The Hogs have cancelled the 2009 
return game to start a series with Texas 
A&M, which means these on-again- 
off-again traditional rivals won't meet 
again for at least another five years. 


12. Fresno State vs. all-comers. 

The Bulldogs can make their BCS 
case — or not — before the WAC sea- 
son begins. Pat Hill’s tough guys play 
at Rutgers on Sept. 1, are home (!) for 
Wisconsin on Sept. 13, and go to UCLA 
on Sept. 27. 
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1. Florida vs. Georgia (Jacksonville), Nov. 1. 
The Cocktail Party is the gala event of the 
season with all the biggest prizes up for grabs, 
starting with the SEC East, which begets the 
SEC title game, which begets the BCS title 
game, which begets the whole enchilada. 


2. LSU at Florida, Oct. 11. 

Really, we could go about five 
deep with just SEC games to top this 
list. This one is just a little confer- 
ence tussle between the past two na- 
tional champs. 


3. Georgia at LSU, Oct. 25. 

Notice the trend here? This is the 
middle game in the Georgia-LSU-Florida 
round robin. 


4, Oklahoma vs. Texas (Dallas), Oct. 11. 

The Sooners don’t play Missouri in 
the regular season, so this looms as 0U’s 
largest game — unless it is vs. Kansas a 
week later ... or any November game in a 
slate like this: vs. Nebraska (and old pal, 
Bo Pelini), at Texas A&M, vs. Texas Tech, 
at Oklahoma State. 


5. Michigan at Ohio State, Nov. 22. 

Rich Rodriguez vs. Jim Tressel. We're 
all about the storylines. Any kind of a 
good football game is just a bonus. 


6. USC at UCLA, Dec. 6. 

Rick Neuheisel vs. Pete Carroll. 
We're all about the storylines. Any 
kind of a good football game is just 
a bonus. 


7. South Florida at West Virginia, Dec. 6. 

This game is appropriately on 
Championship Saturday, with (so we 
say) a BCS berth at stake. The Bulls 
are looking for a third straight win in 
the series. 


8. Ohio State at Wisconsin, Oct. 4. 

The Buckeyes don’t really have a 
Big Ten peer this season, but the Bad- 
gers are sitting on top of the second 
tier, and the game is in Madison, so, 
you never know ... 


9. Missouri vs. Kansas (Kansas City), Nov. 29. 

The Tigers wrecked the Jayhawks’ 
perfect record last season, holding on 
for a 36-28 victory in which Chase Daniel 
completed 40 of 49 passes for 361 yards 
and three touchdowns. 
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10. Auburn at Alabama, Nov. 29. 


The Tigers have won six in a row in 


the Iron Bowl. Alabama fans point out 
that only one of those losses occurred 
under Nick Saban. 


11. Ole Miss at Arkansas, Oct. 25. 


You know what we say about sto- 


rylines. In this one, Ole Miss coach 
Houston Nutt returns to Arkansas, where 
things eventually went horribly awry. 


12. Clemson at Wake Forest, Oct. 9. 

A Thursday night matchup between 
top ACC contenders. We don’t expect a 
lopsided result like last season: Clemson 
44, Wake Forest 10. 


If LSU coach Les Miles wanted to 
pop off about the strength of the SEC vs. 
everybody else this season, he'd get no 
argument here. 

That the SEC deserves to be No. 
1 is something you know instinctive- 
ly, but if you’re a numbers guy, this 
works, too: The league has won three 
of the past five national champion- 
ships and, probably should have had 
a shot at another when 13-0 Auburn 
was shut out of the BCS title game 
in 2004. 

More? The SEC has won all four of 
its BCS games in the past two years by a 
combined score of 161-62. 

There will be no shift in power 
this season. 
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The conference has the nation’s 
best quarterbacks, fabulous offensive 
schemes and fearless coaches. Big 12 
teams threw an average of 38.1 passes 
per game last season. That was more than 
the WAC. It was more than everybody, as 
was the average of 33.4 points a game. 

Now, it’s not just Oklahoma and 
Texas waiting around for Nebraska and 
Texas A&M to find their way again. Mis- 
souri, Kansas, Texas Tech and Oklahoma 
State are among the risen who return 
star quarterbacks capable of outfoxing 
any defense. 


There’s Ohio State, and then 
there’s a large group of good, if not 
great, teams. Wisconsin will be fine if 
it can find a suitable replacement at 
quarterback. Illinois, with QB Juice Wil- 
liams backed by Ron Zook’s recruiting 
efforts, is back for more after a Rose 
Bowl appearance. Michigan will win big 
under Rich Rodriguez. Just maybe not 
this year. 

Anyway, it’s a deep league. Look 
for Michigan State to make a jump and 
last year’s bottom teams to not be so 
bottom-like. 


Let's just say the league has 
added some personality in the past 
two years. 

Stanford’s Jim Harbaugh calls 
out USC and coach Pete Carroll last 
summer — and then beats him! Arizo- 
na State’s Dennis Erickson goes crazy 
on the sideline to celebrate a victory 
(see last year’s Cal game). UCLA’s Rick 
Neuheisel ... well, he kind of calls out 
USC, too, and twists the knife by hir- 
ing former Trojans offensive coordina- 
tor Norm Chow. 

First-year Washington State coach 
Paul Wulff, whose name doesn’t register 
on any of the national Q-ratings, none- 
theless provided enduring (and endearing 
to some) quotes at his opening press con- 


ference when he said this about the rival 
Washington Huskies: “This is a battle that 
we will win. We are going to find a way 
to take control of this deal and run the 
best program in the state of Washington. 
... Dogs hunt and bark, but Cougars fight 
and kill.” 

As for the football, eh ... not the 
best year ever for the league or its quar- 
terbacks. 


Miami and Florida State are stag- 
gering in the back alleys of the league. 
The conference just isn’t as sexy as it 
was supposed to be when expansion 
briefly brightened the league’s marquee. 
Instead, it’s given us a blob of mediocre 
teams and nary a national contender. 

The league was 2-6 in bowl games 
last season and lost its three biggest 
bowls for the second consecutive sea- 


son. 

Clemson should take it all this 
time around, giving the ACC its fourth 
champion in as many years, while Mi- 
ami and Florida State gear up for better 
things in 2009. 


The depth of the league contin- 
ues to improve, with only Syracuse 
still needing to pull itself up. Even 
with that depth, it’s not clear how the 
eight-team league is going to fill all its 
bowl slots, which now number seven 
with the addition of a new bowl in St. 
Petersburg, Fla. 


Typically, the best of the rest. 
Utah, TCU, BYU each has made a big run 
in recent years. BYU is loaded and is the 
BCS-busting flavor of the month. 


The story of the league is big- 
time coaching changes — June Jones 
at SMU and Larry Fedora at Southern 
Miss. They run offenses that will shake 
up the sleepy league and get people 
to notice. 
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Boise State and Hawaii have made 


BCS bowl appearances in the past two 
years. Is Fresno State good enough to do 
it this season? Bottom half of the league 
still is a drag, though. 


. As 


The league appears to be in an up- 
tick again, led by Central Michigan and 
quarterback Dan LeFevour. Lightweights 
Buffalo and Temple have put on a few 
pounds. 


Serves as a subdivision of the SEC, 
providing the big boys plenty of home 
dates. But sometimes, the Sun Belt 
steals one (Louisiana-Monroe over Ala- 
bama) and there’s nothing minor league 
about Florida Atlantic right now. 


College football gets this more right 
than the NFL — c'mon, each team should 
at least have a possession, right? 

But just because college football is 
right doesn’t mean it can’t get more, 
uh, righter. 

It’s time for college to increase the 
degree of difficulty. 

Each team’s possession should start 
at the 35-yard line, not the 25. That way, 
a team actually needs to move the ball 
to get a field goal attempt. And, hey, if 
you wanted to push the possession back 
to the 40, that would work, too. 

And one more thing ... 

Put away the stat sheets and stop 


adding to the final score. Individual 
and team stats become bloated beyond 
reason, especially when teams reach 
the third ... and fourth ... and fifth 
overtimes. 

Don’t count the numbers and just 
add a single point to the winning 
team’s score. For instance, Arkansas’ 
triple-overtime win over LSU would be 
better represented as “29-28 (3 OT),” 
rather than “50-48.” 


SIGNS OF 
THE TIMES 


@ Succession plans: 
Jimbo Fisher is waiting behind Bob- 
by Bowden at Florida State, Joker Phil- 
lips will take over for Rich Brooks at 
Kentucky, and Danny Hope will replace 
Purdue's Joe Tiller after this season. Joe 
Paterno ... the 81-year-old has no back- 
up and joked in the spring he might be 
able to coach “just another 10 years.” 


@ Spring fever: 

Some Nebraska fans spent $95 
to get tickets to the sold-out spring 
game under first-year coach Bo Pelini. 
Last year, more than 92,000 Alabama 
fans packed Bryant-Denny Stadium to 
see new coach Nick Saban’s team go 
through a glorified scrimmage. 

Florida played in front of a school- 
record 61,000 and ESPN cameras this 
spring, to the amazement of coach Ur- 
ban Meyer. “Spring games are awful,” 
he said. “I shouldn't say that word, but 
it’s not the best playing each other.” 


@ Two signs that 
you’re getting old: 
That freshman QB at Arizona State? 
He’s Jack Elway, son of John. 
The head coach of almost every ma- 
jor-conference school is a millionaire. 


@ Enrolling early: 
More high school prospects graduate 


at mid-year, enroll in college, go through 
spring ball and make an immediate im- 
pact. That is most evident this year at 
Miami, where nine freshmen signed up 
for classes in the spring ... and the Hur- 
ricanes could use the boost they should 
get from QB Jacory Harris, WR Aldarius 
Johnson, LB Arthur Brown, LB Sean 
Spence, DT Marcus Forston, and others. 


GET 
COORDINATED 


Some of the most significant coach- 
ing moves had nothing to do with the 
guy who has the biggest office. Here 
are five coordinator changes that could 
impact this season as much as any oth- 
er transaction: 


@ Will Muschamp, defensive co- 
ordinator, from Auburn to Texas. 


The soon-to-be head coach — he'll 
be 37 this season — takes over play- 
calling duties, allowing Duane Akina to 
concentrate on what he does as well as 
anyone, coach defensive backs. 


@® Norm Chow, offensive coordi- 
nator, from the Tennessee Titans to 
UCLA. 


Does any team have a better pair of 
coordinators than Chow and defensive 
guru DeWayne Walker? Nope. 


@ Jon Tenuta, defensive coordina- 
tor, from Georgia Tech to Notre Dame. 


Charlie Weis could barely score against 
Tech when Tenuta was there. Heaven 
knows, the Irish need help on defense. 


@ Tony Franklin, offensive coor- 
dinator, from Troy to Auburn. 


Yet another no-huddle, spread of- 
fense guru. It worked fine when he put 
some of it in before the bowl win over 
Clemson. 


@ Jim McElwain, offensive coordi- 
nator, from Fresno State to Alabama. 


Quicker, higher-percentage passing 
was the thing everyone took away from 
Alabama's spring game. 


58 Linoy’s Sports ANNUALS 


WWwWwW.LINDYSSPORTS.cComM 2008 


BETTOR BEWARE 


NO HOLDING 


DON’T GET CAUGHT HOLDING 
ILLEGAL BETS. 


Please be aware that betting with offshore or foreign bookmaking 
enterprises via the internet or telephone violate U.S. federal and 
state laws. Companies that engage in the business of online or tele- 
phone sportsbooks and casino-type gambling activities also violate 
U.S. federal and state laws. 


A public service announcement from Lindy’s Sports 


SCOPING™NATION 


SNEAK 
PEEK 


Here is our annual look to the NFL Draft, a full year in 
advance. This list, from our pals at NFLdraftscout.com, 
consists of only seniors. Of course, many juniors will 
be high picks, too — and don’t forget about third-year 
sophomores such as Missouri’s Jeremy Maclin and Texas 
Tech’s Michael Crabtree — but we don’t want to get too 
far ahead of ourselves. 


1. James Laurinaitis LB Ohio State 
2. Duke Robinson 0G Oklahoma 
3. Rey Maualuga ILB Southern Cal 
4, Malcolm Jenkins CB Ohio State 
5. Tyson Jackson DE LSU 
6. Sean Lee* OLB Penn State 
7. Michael Oher OT Mississippi 
8. Fili Moala DT Southern Cal eee aie 
James Laurinaitis 
9. Curtis Painter QB Purdue 
10. Brian Cushing OLB Southern Cal 31. Herman Johnson 0G LSU 
11. Max Unger OT Oregon 32. Alex Mack C California 
12. Jeremy Perry OG Oregon State 33. Nic Harris FS Oklahoma 
13. Michael Johnson DE Georgia Tech 34. Phil Loadholt OT Oklahoma 
14. William Moore FS Missouri 35. Pat White WR West Virginia 
15. Demetrius Byrd WR LSU 36 Javon Ringer RB Michigan State 
16. Travis Beckum TE Wisconsin 37. Greg Carr WR Florida State 
17. James Davis RB Clemson 38. Tim Jamison OLB Michigan 
18. Mike Mickens CB Cincinnati 39. Kraig Urbik 0G Wisconsin 
19. Darry Beckwith ILB LSU 40. Mitch King DE lowa 
20. Terrance Taylor DT Michigan 41. Alphonso Smith CB Wake Forest 
21. Brian Orakpo DE Texas 42. Jonathan Luigs C Arkansas 
22. Hunter Cantwell QB Louisville 43. Vance Walker DT Georgia Tech 
23. Jeff Owens DT Georgia 44. Mike Thomas WR Arizona 
24. Brian Robiskie WR Ohio State 45. Michael Hamlin SS Clemson 
25. Arian Foster RB Tennessee 46. Anthony Heygood OLB Purdue 
26. Alex Boone OT Ohio State 47. Marcus Freeman OLB Ohio State 
27. Aaron Kelly WR Clemson 48. Darius Hill TE Ball State 
28. Victor Harris CB Virginia Tech 49. Kevin Ellison Ss Southern Cal 
29. Ryan Purvis TE Boston College 50. Derek Pegues FS Mississippi State 
30. Antwain Robinson DE Arkansas *Suffered knee injury in spring; will miss 2008 season. 
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Laura, an Arkansas pom squad 
member, brings a smile and a lot of 
energy to support her Razorbacks. 
A nursing major, she is active in her 
church and plays tennis. 


LONE STAR SOONER ) 


Emily comes from ~ 
Kingwood, Texas, but there 
are no divided loyalties for this 
Oklahoma cheerleader. A market- 
ing major, she has been cheering 
since the seventh grade. She 
enjoys church, golf and is on the 
Dean's List. 


GOLDEN INDEED 


IT ALL ADDS UP 


BROTHERLY LOVE FOR MICHIGAN 


ag | HAPPY NEW YEAR 


KK TYING THE KNOT 


MORE THAN A PRETTY FACE 
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DALE EARNHARDT JR. 
IN RELAXED BOOT FIT 


NEW FITS 
NEW STYLES 


A NEW GENERATION OF WRANGLER 


NATIONAL SCHEDULES 


vs. Kent State (Cleveland) 
GEORGIA TECH 
UCF 

RHODE ISLAND 
atNC State 
VIRGINIA TECH 
at North Carolina 
CLEMSON 
NOTRE DAME 
at Florida State 
at Wake Forest 
MARYLAND 


vs. Alabama (Atianta) 
THE CITADEL 

NC STATE 

SC STATE 
MARYLAND 

at Wake Forest 
GEORGIA TECH 

at Boston College 
at Florida State 
DUKE 

at Virginia 

SOUTH CAROLINA 


JAMES MADISON 
NORTHWESTERN 
NAVY 

VIRGINIA 

at Georgia Tech 
MIAMI 

at Vanderbit 

at Wake Forest 

NC STATE 

at Clemson 

at Vieginia Tech 
NORTH CAROLINA 


WESTERN CAROLINA 
CHATTANOOGA 

WAKE FOREST 

vs. Colorado (Jacksonvilie) 
at Mami 

at NC State 

VIRGINIA TECH 

at Georgia Tech 
CLEMSON 

BOSTON COLLEGE 


£285 
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FLORIDA STATE Nov, 22 
at Boston College Nov. 29 


at Flonda 

at Texas A&M 
NORTH CAROLINA 
FLORIDA STATE 
UCF 

at Duke 

WAKE FOREST 
at Virginia 
VIRGINIA TECH 
at Georgia Tech 
at NC Stale 


McNEESE STATE 
at Rutgers 
VIRGINIA TECH 
at Miami 
CONNECTICUT 
NOTRE DAME 

at Virgina 
BOSTON COLLEGE 
GEORGIA TECH 
at Manfiand 

NC STATE 

at Duke 


at South Carolina 
WILLIAM & MARY 
at Clemson 

EAST CAROLINA 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
BOSTON COLLEGE 
FLORIDA STATE 
at Maryland 

at Duke 

WAKE FOREST 
at North Carolina 
MIAMI 
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USC 

RICHMOND 

at Connecticut 

at Duke 
MARYLAND 
EAST CAROLINA 
NORTH CAROLINA 
at Georga Tech 
MIAMI 

at Wake Forest 
CLEMSON 
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BOSTON COLLEGE 
VANDERBILT 


CHARLESTON SOUTHERN 


EASTERN KENTUCKY 
at Oxtahoma 
MIAIAl (OH) 

at Akron 

at Marshall 
RUTGERS 

at Connecticut 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
at West Virginia 
at Louisville 
PITTSBURGH 
SYRACUSE 

at Hawaii 


HOFSTRA 

al Temple 
VIRGINIA 
BAYLOR 

at Lousville 

at North Carolina 
at Rutgers 
CINCINNATI 
WEST VIRGINIA 
at Syracuse 

at South Florida 
PITTSBURGH 


KENTUCKY 
TENNESSEE TECH 
KANSAS STATE 
CONNECTICUT 

al Memphis 
MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
at Syracuse 

at Pittsburgh 
CINCINNATI 

WEST VIRGINIA 

at Rutgers 


BOWLING GREEN 
BUFFALO 

1OWA 

at Syracuse 

at South Florida 

at Navy 


PITTSBURGH 
SYRACUSE 

21 Louisville 

at Oncnnati 
RUTGERS 
CONNECTICUT 
at West Virgina 


at West Virginia 
at South Florida 
LOUISVILLE 

at Rutgers 
CONNECTICUT 
at Notre Dame 
at Cincinnati 
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VILLANOVA 

at East Carolina 
at Colorado 
MARSHALL 
RUTGERS 
SYRACUSE 
AUBURN 

at Connactiout 
CINCINNATI 

at Louisville 

at Pittsburgh 
SOUTH FLORIDA 


BIG TEN 


RETTILLLELE. 
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vs. Missouri (St. Louis) 
EASTERN ILLINOIS 
LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
at Penn State 

at Michigan 

MINNESOTA 

INDIANA 

at Wisconsin 

IOWA 

vs. Western Michigan (Detroit) 
OHIO STATE 

at Norhwestem 
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WESTERN KENTUCKY 
MURRAY STATE 
BALL STATE 
MICHIGAN STATE 

at Minnesota 

/OWA 

at Minois 
NORTHWESTERN 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
WISCONSIN 

at Penn State 

at Purdue 
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MAINE 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
JOWA STATE 


at Pittsburgh 
NORTHWESTERN 
at Michigan State 
at Indiana 
WISCONSIN 

at lihnois 

PENN STATE 
PURDUE 

at Minnesota 
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NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
at Bowling Green 
MONTANA STATE 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
at Ohio State 
INDIANA 

at llinois 

at Purdue 
NORTHWESTERN. 
MICHIGAN 

at Wisconsin 

{OWA 


SYRACUSE 

at Duke 
SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 
OHIO 

at lowa 

MICHIGAN STATE 
PURDUE 

at Indana 

at Minnesota 
OHIO STATE 

at Michigan 
ILLINOIS 


YOUNGSTOWN STATE 
Ohio 

at USC 

TROY UNIVERSITY 
MINNESOTA 

at Wisconsin 
PURDUE 

at Michigan State 
PENN STATE 

ai Northwestem 

at Illinois 
MICHIGAN 


COASTAL CAROLINA 
OREGON STATE 
at Syracuse 
TEMPLE 

ILLINOIS 

at Purdue 

at Wisconsin 
MICHIGAN 

at Ohio State 

at lowa 

INDIANA 
MICHIGAN STATE 


NORTHERN COLORADO 
OREGON 

CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Notre Dame 

PENN STATE 

at Ohio State 

at Northwestem 
MINNESOTA 
MICHIGAN 

at Michigan State 

at lowa 

INDIANA 


AKRON 
MARSHALL 

al Fresno State 
at Michigan 
OHIO STATE 
PENN STATE 
atlowa 

ILUNOIS 

at Michigan State 


al Kansas 

KANSAS STATE 

at Missoun, 

at Texas ASM 

{OWA STATE 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
at Nebraska 


SOUTH DAKOTA STATE 
KENT STATE 
atlowa 

at UNLV 

KANSAS 

at Baylor 
NEBRASKA 
TEXAS ABM 

al Oklahoma State 
at Colorado 
MISSOURI 

at Kansas State 


FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
LOUISIANA TECH 

at South Flonda 

SAM HOUSTON STATE 
at lowa Stale 
COLORADO 

at Oklahoma 

TEXAS TECH 

KANSAS STATE 

at Nebraska 

TEXAS 

vs. Missouri (Kansas City) 


NORTH TEXAS 
MONTANA STATE 
at Louisvile 
LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
TEXAS TECH 

al Texas A&M 

at Colorado 
OKLAHOMA 

at Kansas 

at Missouri 
NEBRASKA 

JOWA STATE 


vs.llinois (St Louis) 
SOUTHEAST MISSOURI 
NEVADA 

BUFFALO 

at Nebraska 
OKLAHOMA STATE 

at Texas 

COLORADO 


at Baylor 

KANSAS STATE 

at lowa State 
vs.Kansas (Kansas City) 


WESTERN MICHIGAN 
SAN JOSE STATE 
NEW MEXICO STATE 
VIRGINIA TECH 
MISSOURI 

At Texas Tech 

At lowa State 
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at Maryland at Virginia Tech RUTGERS 
FLORIDA , at Notre Dame 

A LOUISVILLE 
vs. East Carolina (Charlotte) at Cincinnati 
FURMAN WEST VIRGINIA 
GEORGIA TECH at Connecticut 


at indiana 

MINNESOTA } 
UTAH CAL POLY L CINCINNATI 
MIAMI (OHIO) at Washington 
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JACKSONVILLE STATE 
at Boston College 
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at Virginia Tech 
MISSISSIPPI STATE 
DUKE 
GARDNER-WEBB 
at emson 
VIRGINIA 

FLORIDA STATE 

at North Carolina 
MIAMI 

at Georgia 


DELAWARE 

at Middle Tennessee 
CALIFORNIA 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
at Clemson 

at Virginia 

WAKE FOREST 

NC STATE 

at Virginia Tech 
NORTH CAROLINA 
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at Nocth Carolina 

at Nebraska 

WESTERN KENTUCKY 
at Boston College 

at Florida State 
MARYLAND 

at Miami 

DUKE 

VIRGINIA 


FRESNO STATE 
NORTH CAROLINA 
at Navy 
MORGAN STATE 
at West Virginia 
at Cincinnati 
CONNECTICUT 
at Paisburgh 
SYRACUSE 

at South Florida 
ARMY 
LOUISVILLE 


TENNESSEE-MARTIN 
at UCF 

KANSAS 

at Florida International 
at NC State 


ILLINOIS 
TOLEDO 

at Penn State 
MICHIGAN STATE 
at Purdue 

at Mennesota 
NORTHWESTERN 
at Ohio State 


FEFERRRRE EES 


Bae 


at Caltornia 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
NOTRE DAME 

at indiana 

JOWA 

at Noninwestem 
OHIO STATE 

at 

WISCONSIN 
PURDUE 

at Peon State 
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WAKE FOREST 
NORTHWESTERN STATE 
WASHINGTON STATE 
at Connecticut 
OKLAHOMA 

IOWA STATE 

at Oxiahoma State 

at Nebraska 
MISSOURI 

at Texas 

TEXAS ABM 

at Texas Tech 


vs, Colorado State (Denver) 
EASTERN WASHINGTON 
WEST VIRGINIA 


¥S. Florida State (Jecksonviie} 
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vs. Texas (Daas) 
KANSAS 

at Kansas State 
NEBRASKA 

at Texas ASM 
TEXAS TECH 

at Oklahoma State 


vs. Washington State (Seattle) 
HOUSTON 

MISSOURI STATE 

TROY 

TEXAS ABM 

at Missouri 

BAYLOR 

at Texas 

)OWA STATE 

at Texas Tech 


FLORIDA ATLANTIC 
at UTEP 
ARKANSAS 

RICE 

at Colorado 

ws. Oklahoma (Dallas) 
MISSOURI 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
at Texas Tech 
BAYLOR 

at Kansas 

TEXAS A&M 


ARKANSAS STATE 
at New Mexico 
MIAMI 

ARMY 

at Oklahoma State 
KANSAS STATE 
TEXAS TECH 

at lowa State 
COLORADO 
OKLAHOMA 

at Baylor 

at Texes 


EASTERN WASHINGTON 
at Nevada 

SMU 
MASSACHUSETTS 
at Kansas State 
NEBRASKA 

at Texas A&M 

at Kansas 

TEXAS 
OKLAHOMA STATE 
at Oxahoma 
BAYLOR 


C-USA 


vs. Visginia Tech (Charlotte) 
WEST VIRGINIA 

at Tulane 

at North Carolina State 
HOUSTON 

at Virginia 

MEMPHIS. 

at UCF 

MARSHALL 

at Southem Miss 

at UAB 

UTEP 


SOUTHERN 

at Oklahoma State 
AIR FORCE 

at Colorado State 
at East Carolina 
UAB 

at SMU 

at Marshall 
TULANE 

TULSA 

UTEP 

at Rice 


ILLINOIS STATE 
at Wisconsin 
MEMPHIS 

at Souther Miss 
at West Virginia 
CINCINNATI 

at UAB 
HOUSTON 

at East Carolina 
UCF 


Sept 27 


Oct 4 
Oct 11 
Oct 18 
Oct 25 
Now. 8 
Now. 15 
Nov, 29 


at Rice 
TULSA 


at Oe Miss 

RICE 

at Marshall 
NICHOLLS STATE 
ARKANSAS STATE 
at UAB 
LOUISVILLE 

at East Cerolina 
SOUTHERN MISS 
at SMU 

UCF 

TULANE 


SMU 

at Memphis 

at Vanderbilt 

at Texas 
NORTH TEXAS 
at Tulsa 
SOUTHERN MISS 
at Tulane 

at UTEP 

ARMY 
MARSHALL 
HOUSTON 


LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
at Aubum 

at Arkansas State 
MARSHALL 

UTEP. 

BOISE STATE 


EAST CAROLINA 
at SMU 


at Rice 
TEXAS STATE 
at Texas Tech 
TOU 

at Tulane 

at UCE 
TULSA 
HOUSTON 

at Navy 
MEMPHIS 
atUTEP 
SOUTHERN MISS 


at Alabama 

EAST CAROLINA 
LOUISIANA-MONROE 
SMU 

ARMY 

at UTEP 

RICE 

atLsu 

at Houston 

UAB 

at Tulsa 

at Memehis 


at UAB 

at North Texas 
NEW MEXICO 
UCA 

RICE 

ai SMU 

UTEP 

UCF 

at Arkansas 

at Houston 
TULANE 

at Marshall 


BRaesS 


NATIONAL SCHEDULES 


TULSA 

at Florida Atantic 
at Tennessee 
ALABAMA STATE 
at South Carolina 
MEMPHIS 

at Houston 
MARSHALL 

at Southem Miss 
at Tulane 

EAST CAROLINA 
at UCr 


SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 
SOUTH FLORIDA 
at Boston College 
at UTEP 

SMU 

at Miami 

at Tusa 

EAST CAROLINA 
SOUTHERN MISS 
at Marshall 

at Memphis 

UAB 


at Buftalo 

TEXAS 

NEW MEXICO STATE 
UCF 


at Houston 
at East Carolina 


EASTERN MICHIGAN 

at Buffalo 

LOUISIANA TECH 

AIR FORCE 

at Rice 

at Rutgers 

vs. Navy (Philadelphia, PA) 


TOWSON 

at Ball State 

at Duke 

RUTGERS 

at Weke Forest 

at Air Force 

PITTSBURGH 

SMU 

TEMPLE 

vs. Notre Dame (Bakimore, MD) 
at Northem Blinois 

vs. Amy (Philadelphia, PA) 


SAN DIEGO STATE 
MICHIGAN 

at Michigan State 
PURDUE 

STANFORD 

at North Carolina 

at Washington 
PITTSBURGH 

at Boston College 
vs.Navy (Batimere, MD) 


sors 


FETERLRRELLE 


Re 


SYRACUSE 
at USC 


MAC 


at Wisconsin 

at Syracuse 

BALL STATE 
atAmy 
CINCINNATI 

at Kent State 
BOWLING GREEN 
at Easte Michigan 
TOLEDO 
BUFFALO 

at Ohio 

al Temple 


NORTHEASTERN 
NAVY 

at Akron 

at indana 

KENT STATE 

at Toledo 

at Westem Kentucky 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
at Miami (OH) 

at Central Michigan 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 


at Pittsburgh 
MINNESOTA 
at Boise State 
at Wyoming 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
at Alcon 

MIAMI (OH) 

at Northern fiinois 
KENT STATE 

at Ohio 

BUFFALO 

al Toledo 


UTEP 

at Patsburgh 
TEMPLE 

at Missouri 

at Central Michigan 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 
ARMY 

at Ohio 

MIAMI (OH) 

at Akron 

at Bowling Green 
KENT STATE 


EASTERN ILLINOIS 
at Georgia 

at Ohio 

at Purdue 
BUFFALO 

TEMPLE 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 
at Toledo 

at Indiana 

at Northem Ilinos 
BALL STATE 

at Eastem Michigan 


INDIANA STATE 

at Michigan State 
TOLEDO 

at Maryland 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
at Bowling Green 

at Amy 

AKRON 

at Bal State 

at Westem Michigan 
at Temple 

CENTRAL MICHIGAN 


vs. BC (Cleveland Ohio) 
at lowa State 
DELAWARE STATE 
at Louisiana-Latayetie 
at Ball State 

AKRON 

OHIO 

at Miami (OH) 

at Bowing Green 
TEMPLE 

NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
at Buftalo 


VANDERBILT 
at Michigan 


CHARLESTON SOUTHERN Oct: 16 
at Cincnnali Oct 25 
TEMPLE Nov. 

at Northem Iilincés Nov. 8 

at Bowling Green 

KENT STATE 

at Buffalo 

BALL STATE 

at Toledo 

OHIO 


at Minnesota 

at Western Michigan 
INDIANA STATE 

at Eastem Michigan 
at Tennessee 
MIAMI (OH) 
TOLEDO 

BOWLING GREEN 
al Ball State 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Kent State 

NAVY 


at Wyoming 

at Ohio State 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Northwestem 

VMI 

at Westem Michigan 
at Kent State 

at Temple 
BUFFALO 
BOWLING GREEN 
AKRON 

at Miami (Oh) 


at Amy 
CONNECTICUT 

at Buffalo 

at Penn State 
WESTERN MICHIGAN 


at Kent State 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
AKRON 


al Anzona 

at Eastem Michigan 
FRESNO STATE 
FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
BALL STATE 

at Michigan 

at Northem Illinois 
CENTRAL MICHIGAN 
at Akron 

at Western Michigan 
MIAMI (OH) 
BOWLING GREEN 


FFELLLL 
RBe-RasKe 


at Nebraska 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
at Idaho 
TENNESSEE TECH 
at Temple 

OHIO 

at Bulfao 

at Central Michigan 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 
vs. llinois (Detroit) 
TOLEDO 

at Ball State 


MOUNTAIN WEST 


at UNLY 

NEW MEXICO 

at Amy 
COLORADO STATE 


at Utah State 
NEW MEXICO 


at TCU 

UNLV 

at Colorado State 
SAN DIEGO STATE 
at Air Force 

at Utah 


vs. Colorado (Denver) 
SACRAMENTO STATE 
HOUSTON 


at Air Force 
NEW MEXICO 
at Wyoming 


TCU 

TEXAS A&M 
ARIZONA 

at Tusa 

at New Mexico State 
WYOMING 

atBYU 

SAN DIEGO STATE 
at Air Force 

UTAH 

at UNLV 

at Colorado State 


CAL POLY 

at Notre Dame 

at San Jose State 
IDAHO 

at TCU 

AIR FORCE 

at New Mexico 
COLORADO STATE 


AIR FORCE 


UTAH STATE 
at Utah 
at Arizona State 


NEW MEXICO 
WYOMING 
at San Diego Stata 


at Michigan 

UNLY 

at Utah State 

at Air Force 
WEBER STATE 
OREGON STATE 
at Wyoming 
COLORADO STATE 
at New Mexico 
TCU 

at San Diego State 
BYU 


OHIO 
AIR FORCE 
NORTH DAKOTA STATE 


SAN DIEGO STATE 
at Tennessee 

at UNLV 
COLORADO STATE 


NATIONAL SCHEDULES 


Sept.25 at Oregon State 
Oct 4 OREGON TENNESSEE 
ARIZONA STATE VANDERBILT 
at Washington State 
at Arizona 
WASHINGTON 
CALIFORNIA 
at Stanford i GEORGIA TECH 
NOTRE DAME 
at UCLA 
at Louisville 
NORFOLK STATE 
at Oregon MIDDLE TENNESSEE 
BYU WESTERN KENTUCKY 
. OKLAHOMA at Abama 
OREGON STATE STANFORD ; SOUTH CAROLINA 
ARIZONA STATE at Arizona ARKANSAS 
OREGON STATE at Florida 
NORTHERN ARIZONA fils we ; ne as 


STANFORD ARIZONA STATE VANDERBILT 


aia UCLA at Temessee ; 
; ; ' Fores 
GEORGIA at Washington State Nov. 29 at Wake Forest : \aaeai Sie 


at Califomia Calfomia " at Ay 
al USC “ APPALACHIAN STATE SUN BE LOVISIANA-MONROE IDAHO STATE 
RECON » at Wester Kentucky WESTERN MICHIGAN 


at Oregon State i vs. Oklahoma State(Seattc) . NORTH TEXAS at Utah Stale 
at Washington ’ CALIFORNIA at Louisiana-Lafayette at San Diego State 
WASHINGTON STATE at Baylor MISSISSIPP! STATE atTexas ABM NEVADA 
UCLA PORTLAND STATE at Florida TEXAS SOUTHERN f. at Fresno State 
apm OREGON L at South Caroina SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI at Kansas State at Louisiana Tech 

4 atUCLA GEORGIA MIDDLE TENNESSEE ReWMEACUSIATE 

at Oregon State f TULANE at Memphis j at LSU SAN JOSE STATE 

MICHIGAN STATE usc } ALABAMA LOUISIANA-NONAOE at Rice BOISE STATE 
at Washington State at Stanford ; OLE MISS at Lovisiana-Lalayete FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL al Hawai 
at Maryland ! ARIZONA Arkansas (Lite Rock) ; at Alabama f LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE 
COLORADO STATE at Arizona State at Florida Intemational ; at Louisiana-Monroe 
ARIZONA STATE : WASHINGTON ‘ FLORIDA ATLANTIC TROY MISSISSIPPI STATE 
at Arizona 7 at Hawaii MEMPHIS ; atNonh Texas . at Western Kentucky at Kansas 
UCLA at Wake Forest tT at Florida Allanic SE LOUISIANA 
OREGON SAMFORD “4 at Middle Tennessee at Boise State 
at USC SEC ARKANSAS STATE Seem 
at Oregon State IDAHO 
STANFORD at Amy 
WASHINGTON FRESNO STATE 
at San Jose State 


NBaes 


al Middle Tennessee 


at LSU 
UTAH STATE 
ALCORN STATE at New Maxico State 


ws. Clemson (Atianta) 

L6 TULANE 
WASHINGTON WESTERN KENTUCKY 
UTAH STATE at Arkansas at Ohio State ; NEVADA 
at Purdue at Georgia MISSISSIPPI STATE 27 at Ottahoma State 
BOISE STATE KENTUCKY . at per Atlantic ah 
at Washington State OLE MISS . FLORIDA INTERNAT GRAMBLING STATE 
atUSC at Tennessee : at Louisiana Tech LOUISIANA LAFAYETTE } at North Texas TEXAS TECH 
UCLA . ARKANSAS STATE SE LOUISIANA cane State ; at Louisiana-Monroe at Missouri 
at Arizona State at LSU AUBURN slain WESTERN KENTUCKY al UNLV 
at Caldomia OLE MISS 20 at Georgia Tech . LOUISIANA-LAFAYETTE at Hdaho 
STANFORD AUBURN 27 al LSU oar ARKANSAS STATE } NEW MEXICO STATE 
ARIZONA ' VANDERBILT UTAH STATE 


at Oregon State al Tennessee at lowa i at Hawai 
WESTERN ILLINOIS MIDDLE TENNESSEE SEN LAC 7 alFresno Stata 
UL MONROE (Litle Rock) KENTUCKY : : SAN JOSE STATE 


aaa at Nonh Texas 

A Pam Sie myer ' NKNEAS (ALNE \EEEE aoa Tech 

HAWANI FLORIDA at Ole Miss Sey Aug 90 IDAHOSTATE 

is S sa at pisses a Sept 13 BOWLING GREEN aORISSE 
at Kentucky ARKA Sept. 20 at Oregon CHOLL 

WASHINGTON STATE OLE MiSs NORTH CAROLINA STATE | LOUISIANA MONROE Oc.1 LOUISIANA TECH at Nebraska 

at Washington TULSA at Vanderbit a Fin Aiea Oct1f at Southem Miss at UTEP 

ARIZONA STATE at South Carolina GEORGIA WESTERNKENTUCKY, = t7 HAWAII NEW MEXICO 

at UCLA ; at Mississipgi State WOFFORD at San Jose State at Nevada 

CALIFORNIA 28 LSU (Lite Rack) UAB Ay Haliee eae Sie SAN JOSE STATE 


at Arizona at Ole Miss at Southern Miss at Idaho 
OREGON at Kentucky ans : ISITE 


BOISE STATE 
LOUISIANA- MONROE Lsu KENT STATE at idaho 


HAWAII 

at Kansas State 4 at Nevada 5 
LSU ; t Florida it Utah State 
TENNESSEE / cose ARKANSAS STATE = 
a Vanderbit FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 
ARKANSAS ; UTEP ? UC DAVIS 
ai West Vieginia atUCLA at Florida Atlantic 4 ) ai Nebraska 
at Ole Miss UAB at Troy ; SAN DIEGO STATE 
TENNESSEE-MARTIN FLORIDA MIDOLE TENNESSEE at Stanford 
GEORGIA ‘at Aubum at Hawaii 
NORTHERN ILLINOIS at Auburn 5 UTAH STATE 
at at New Mexico State 
eer STATE Akansas (Lite Rock) BOISE STATE 
ALABAMA ALABAMA AM ; NEW MEXICO STATE atidaho 


at fe at Tulane ‘ at San Jose State {ANA TI 

oo LOUISIANALAFAYETTE 28 al Boise State shea? 

at BYU at Vanderbit é FRESNO STATE 

ARIZONA KENTUCKY 

FRESNO STATE at Florida 

WASHINGTON STATE . WEBER STATE 

at Oregon . at Miami (Oh) . at Oregon State 

STANFORD . SOUTH CAROLINA SAN JOSE STATE 

at California . RICE at Fresno State 

OREGON STATE , at Ole Miss LOUISIANA TECH 

at Washington . i al Boise State 

at Arizona Stale NEVADA 

USC at Utah State 

GEORGIA SOUTHERN . at New Mexico State 

i CENTRAL MICHIGAN , IDAHO 

at Virginia at South Carolina , FLORIDA ATLANTIC WASHINGTON STATE 

OHIO STATE at Arizona State TENNESSEE at Florida International CINCINNATI 


FEFFLLLLKLLE 
Ba-Ra* 
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OREGON STATE 
at Arizona State 

at TCU 

SAN JOSE STATE 
at Washington 

at Notre Dame 
ARIZONA 

at UCLA 
WASHINGTON STATE 
at Oregon 

USC 

at Califomia 


LELLE 
NBs 


ZEFEREL 


BRe=s 


TENNESSEE 


STTTRAKRLK LS 
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at UNLV 

at Oregon 

UTAH 

IDAHO 

BYU 

at San Jose State 
at Nevada 
FRESNO STATE 
HAWAI! 

at Boise State 

at Louisiana Tech 
NEW MEXICO STATE 
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BASKETBALL ANNUALS 
CYPRO {) COLLEGE 


BOSTON RED SOX '07 
(4 COLLECTOR'S EDITION 


INDIVIDUAL COPIES 
BACK ISSUES 


(Includes Shipping) $9.50 
(Includes Shipping) $12.00 
COMPLETE FOOTBALL SET — IN SLIP CASE (excLUDES FANTASY, DRAFT) $52.00 


CANADIAN ORDERS ADD INDIVIDUAL $9.00 


OVERSEAS ORDERS ADD. INDIVIDUAL $11.00 
(INTERNATIONAL ORDERS SHIP SURFACE - 4-6 WEEKS) 


SETS $28.00 
SETS $42.00 


LINDY’S SPORTS ANNUALS 
2100 CENTENNIAL OR. SUITE 100 
BIRMINGHAM, AL 35216 

205-87 1-1182/PHONE 
205-871-1184/FAX 


ORDER ANY 6 LINDY’S TITLES 
FOR ONLY $42 
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onathan Abel was loud and it wasn't 


Wearing a bomber pilot cap with ear flaps, 
security company shirt, sunglasses, shorts 
d blue tube socks, Abel yelled into a 
Megaphone as he cheered on the Lambuth 
Iniversity men’s basketball team last year 
ainst arch rival Union University. 
lee Wallace, the wife of then Lambuth 
head football coach Vic Wallace, asked, 


Wallace answered, “He’s the smartest 


‘player on the football team.” 
s ‘A senior wide receiver, Abel is the only 
‘Lambuth football player to receive the 


‘He earned the scholarship after a stellar 
academic career at Collierville (Tenn.) High 
School where he made 33 out of a perfect 
36 on the ACT, 1400 out of 1600 on the 
“SAT and graduated in the top 10 percent of 
7 his class. A psychology major at Lambuth, 
Abel has a 3.86 GPA. 
Combining brains, brawn (a 330-pound 
bench press) and spiritual leadership, Abel 
is “setting a standard” said Wallace, now 
m athletic department administrator at 
Lambuth, an NAIA Division 1 college in 
Jackson, Tenn. 
“He's an excellent competitor. That's 
that makes him good. He's got such a 


“-™ 
Ww 
<v 


‘ 


BY BILL SORRELL 


strong character and a great work ethic. If 
you have a little bit of character and work 
ethic, you don’t impact (people). If you 
have an exceptional amount of those, you 
become an impacting force for every- 
body. A coach is always looking for a pace 
setter, an example,” said Wallace. 

Last season Abel (5-11, 195) averaged 13.8 
yards per catch, among the best on the team 
that competes in the Mid-South Conference. 
He's been academic all-conference twice. 

“He can play any of the skilled positions on 
offense,” said Hugh Freeze, hired in January 
as new head football coach. “You can build 
a team around him. He brings leadership. 
The guy is so solid in everything he does, 
whether spiritually, academically or socially. 
He is a sound, disciplined young man.” 

At the small United Methodist school, 
Abel has a big-time faith. 

He cut his spiritual teeth by observing his 
grandmother, Mary Jean Bray. One of his 
role models, she died on Dec. 26, 1997. Her 
death came when Abel, then 10, had accom- 
panied her on a trip to see relatives in 
Virginia. He flew home alone. 

“She was always there when I needed her. 
She was always very loving and caring. She 
held our family together with a strength 
and will power that is still amazing to me,” 
said Abel, 21. 

After an inspirational church camp when 
he was in the eighth grade, Abel got closer 
to Christ. 

“Beforehand I was always searching for 
something to bring more fulfillment to my 
life and make me happy. I never found 
anything.” 

His relationship with Christ provides peace 
of mind and grace. “I need a lot of that 
(grace),” he laughed. “No matter what I’m 
going through, I know that things will 
work out as they should.” 

Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is being sure of 
what we hope for and certain of what we 
do not see,” is his north star verse. He told 
his youth group faith is a topic “I love talk- 
ing about. It gives me an opportunity to 
build relationships with people.” 

In January 2008, Abel was licensed to 


PSN Soe preach at First Baptist Church, , Whiteville, 


a er > a at 


ine oe : Ko 
youth for almost two yee 
preached the church’s revival. 

“Every time I've heard him speak, 
done a great job. He preaches heart- 
messages with a very intellectual side. He 
gives it his best effort,” said Justin Sealand, 
who is also youth minister at First Baptist, 
Whiteville, and was a wide receiver at 
Rhodes College in Memphis. Sealand als 
averaged 13.8 yards per catch. Both holi 
the ball for PAT conversions. 

“T knew right off the bat that he is so 
one who is trustworthy and accountable, 
said Sealand, who graduates in May and i 
past president of the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes at Rhodes. “I knew we had a coi 


Abel's youth ministry job has motivated” 
him to be more accountable for his actions 
he said. “When you want someone to grow 
spiritually, you want to be spiritual 
strong yourself.” 


Former Lambuth teammate Morgan Cnuce, ane 


youth minister at a Baptist church in Jackson 
said that Abel “doesn’t hide” his faith, 

Abel is a member of Lambuth’s FCA leat 
ership team and speaks at the campt 
worship service “Driven.” 

His drive comes from Christ's example, 

“No matter what obstacles, He overcame = 
them. His life was never easy. He never 
made any excuses. His focus was always on 
the cross.” 

Inspired by his father Shawn Abel, a foot 
ball coach at Collierville High, and hi 
mother, Laura Bray, Abel's focus is to show ~ 
others that through hard work and perse= © 
verance “you can accomplish great things.” 

He was voted a lifetime captain by high” 
school teammates. Respect continues. ; 

“On campus, he’s respected,” said senior 
offensive lineman Josh Omura. “Whenever” 
youte in a trying situation, Jonathan alwa 
stays level-headed. He tries to keep things in 3 
perspective. He relies on his faith and 
reminds us to keep our faith and trust 
God. Sometimes he goes straight to script 
to tell us that there are situations where 
Lord tests our faith. I feel comfortable talk- 
ing to him about any problem I have, any 
thing that is weighing on my mind,” iQ 

Said sophomore linebacker Vincent » 
Mazzurco, “Every thing he does is for the” 
Lord and others. He is not selfish. He ks 
puts anybody down.” 

Abel wants to lift Christ up. 

“I should hope by my actions, the way T = 
carry myself everyday and by the way 
treat people that they see Christ in 
life,” he said. “I want to show cht S. 
many peoples can.” mm 


By Mike Farrell 
Rivals.com 
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QB-2, RB-2, WR-4, OL-3, DL-8, LB-3, DB-4, ATH-5, ST-1 

Nick Saban’s first season in Tuscaloosa had its share of ups and downs, but 
Crimson Tide fans were all smiles after he brought in the nation’s top recruiting class. 
This clearly is the top haul for Alabama in recent memory, with exceptional quality 
and plenty of depth. There are 22 four- or five-star prospects in this class, and Saban 
did it by locking up the state's top prospects and dipping into Tennessee, Florida and 
Georgia. 

The battle over five-star wide receiver Julio Jones was one of the nation’s most 
publicized, with Alabama winning in the end. Jones was the top player in Alabama 
and the No. 4 overall prospect in the nation. Athlete Burton Scott is another dynamic 
playmaker who can excel at several positions. Though there are plenty of athletes 
and skill-position players in this class, there’s just as much quality in the trenches. 
Five-star offensive lineman Tyler Love is a load at 6-7 and 285 pounds, and he 
chose to stay close to home. He has as much potential as nearly anyone in this class. 

Defensive line clearly was a priority for the Tide, and they brought in eight 
prospects. It's tough to find a position where Alabama wasn't successful. Linebacker 
Jerrell Harris has good speed and could be one to watch for early playing time. In 
all, Alabama brought in the top five prospects in the state, as well as 16 of the top 24. 


ai, Notre Dame 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-3, TE-2, OL-4, DL-5, LB-4, DB-3 

The 2007 season was one many Notre Dame fans wish they could forget, but 
Charlie Weis still managed to put together another stellar recruiting class. As usual, 
the Irish implemented a national recruiting strategy. They received commitments from 
prospects in 18 states and had a nice balance of offensive and defensive talent. 

Quarterback Dayne Crist, a 6-5, 228-pounder from California, is perhaps the 
most-heralded Irish signee in this class. He has the ability to elude the pass rush and 
the arm strength to make all the difficult throws. He was the No. 2 pro-style quarter- 
back in this class. Wide receiver Michael Floyd is a big target and could be an early 
impact player. Tight end Kyle Rudolph should become another receiving favorite. 
Keep an eye on running back Jonas Gray, a 5-10, 213-pound bruiser. Offensive 
lineman Trevor Robinson is a load at 6-6, 304 pounds, and has the potential to be 
an anchor at a crucial position. 

This class has a good balance, but defensive line and linebacker look especially 
good. The Irish signed four talented linebackers who should help out early in their 
college careers. They also managed to pick up three solid defensive tackles, most 
notably 6-4, 284-pound Sean Cwynar from Illinois. Defensive end Ethan Johnson 
has a college-ready build and the explosiveness to develop into a dominant player. 


Cancel 3 | Florida 


RB-1, WR-4, OL-3, DL-4, LB-4, DB-3, ATH-2, ST-1 

This wasn’t a huge class in terms of quantity, but no one can doubt the quality. 
Florida finished with 22 signees, including four five-star prospects. Urban Meyer 
followed last year’s exceptional class with more of the same. Ten of the prospects in 
this class are from the Sunshine State, with pairs of prospects from Alabama, Georgia 
and Texas. 

Athlete Will Hill has about as much potential as any incoming freshman in 
the country. Hill, a 6-3, 203-pounder from New Jersey, runs the 40-yard dash in 4.4 
seconds and could help at a number of positions. Wide receiver Carl Moore also has 
a lot of upside. He arrives from a California junior college and may be more college- 

. ready than many other prospects. Meyer was fortunate to land five-star offensive 
lineman Matt Patchan, who ignored family ties to Miami in favor of the Gators. Just in 
terms of physical ability, defensive tackle Omar Hunter is as impressive as anyone. 
Hunter, a 6-1, 295-pounder, runs the 40-yard dash in 4.7 seconds and bench-presses 
425 pounds. 

The Gators didn't have as many pressing needs as some other schools, so 
they had the luxury of being fairly selective. They didn’t sign a quarterback, opting 
instead to go for four receivers. The quality of those receivers — Moore, T.J. 
Lawrence, Omarius Hines and Frankie Hammond Jr. — is exceptional. And 
keep an eye on Pennsylvania linebacker Brendan Beal. He has a solid build and 
great speed for his size. 
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Ohio State 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-1, TE-2, OL-3, DL-5, LB-2, DB-1, ATH-3, ST-1 

The early months of 2008 caused Buckeye fans to experience a big emotional 
shift. Ohio State fell in the national championship game for the second consecutive 
season, but the Buckeyes signed the nation’s top prospect ... eventually. 

With quarterback Terrelle Pryor in the fold, Jim Tressel has a phenomenal 
prospect around whom to build his offense. Pryor, a 6-6, 235-pound Pennsylvania 
native, has a great arm and runs the 40-yard dash in 4.4 seconds. The Vince Young 
comparisons are unavoidable, and many believe Pryor stacks up favorably with some 
of the better quarterbacks to enter the college ranks in recent years. 

Pryor will be getting some help in this class. Five-star wide receiver DeVier 
Posey is a playmaker, and offensive linemen Mike Adams and Michael Brewster 
are about as good an incoming duo as you'll find in the trenches. Adams is 6-7, 308 
pounds and was the No. 3 prospect in the nation; Brewster is 6-6, 305 pounds and 
was No. 12 overall. Defensive tackle Garrett Goebel has a lot of toughness and 
picked the Buckeyes over an assortment of top programs. He had eight sacks and 16 
tackles for loss as a senior in Illinois. One more to watch is athlete Lamaar Thomas 
of Maryland, who reminds some of Ted Ginn Jr. 

Of the Buckeyes’ 20 signees, nine are from Ohio, four from Florida and two from 
Pennsylvania. This class is as heavy with star power as just about any other in the 
country and likely would be ranked higher if more had been signed. Aside from elite 
athletes Pryor, Thomas and Posey, the strength of this class is on the offensive line. 


SRS Miami 


QB-3, RB-1, WR-6, OL-2, DL-4, LB-6, DB-6, ATH-4, ST-1 

Randy Shannon certainly made a splash with his first full recruiting season at 
Miami. The Hurricanes followed their final season in the Orange Bowl with an eye- 
popping 33 signees from across the country. Of the 33, 23 are from Florida and 12 
from the city of Miami. Throughout the recruiting process, there was a lot of specula- 
tion as to how many of the commitments the ‘Canes would be able to hold on to. As it 
turns out, they did just fine. 

This class is headlined by two elite defenders. Linebacker Arthur Brown, from 
Wichita, Kan., was the No, 2 outside linebacker in the nation. The 6-1, 210-pounder 
has excellent speed and is as athletic a linebacker as you'll find. Defensive tackle 
Marcus Forston was a huge pickup for Shannon. The Miami native is a physical 
specimen and was the No. 7 overall prospect in the country. He is the most athletic 
defensive tackle to enter college this year and has the ability to stuff the run. Miami 
also did well with defensive backs, landing such headliners as Ramon Buchanan, 
Brandon Harris, C.J. Holton and Vaughn Telemaque. All but Telemaque are 
from Florida and all have good athletic ability and a wealth of untapped talent. 

This class amounted to a statement by Shannon. He recruited more in-city 
prospects than any year since 2002, giving the class a clear foundation and connec- 
tion to the program. The ‘Canes are bringing in six receivers, six linebackers and six 
defensive backs in this class, and that's a good indicator of what they needed most. 
It will be interesting to see if any of the three quarterbacks have an impact. Jacory 
Harris probably has the most potential of the trio. 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-3, TE-1, OL-3, DL-4, LB-4, DB-2, ATH-1, ST-1 

Bob Stoops has been remarkably consistent since he arrived at Oklahoma, 
and that on-field success has translated into excellent results on the recruiting trail. 
Oklahoma's class features 21 prospects, and 15 were four- or five-star prospects. 
The class is divided pretty evenly between Texans and non-Texans, and the Sooners 
fared extremely well in the Lone Star State. 

The top three commitments for OU are Texans. Running back Jermie Calhoun, 
offensive lineman Stephen Good and defensive end R.J. Washington were five- 
star prospects. At 6-0, 210 pounds, Calhoun was the No. 2 running back and No. 19 
overall prospect in the country. He rushed for 1,910 yards and 30 touchdowns as a 
senior at Van High School. At offensive tackle, Good is a mammoth of a man at 6-6, 
300 pounds. He has good agility, but his strength is undoubtedly his best asset — he 
bench-presses 475 pounds and squats 600. Washington is an athletic, fast rush end 
whose athleticism will give him the opportunity to earn a spot early. 

In all, Oklahoma put together a balanced class. The Sooners didn't need to have 
a huge year at any particular position, so they divided their resources well and picked off 
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some of the top talent in the region. While the class was heavy on 
Texas talent, as usual, the Sooners successfully reached into Georgia and New Jersey. 


CEE aE 


RB-2, WR-2, TE-1, OL-4, DL-4, LB-4, DB-2, ATH-4, ST-1 

Another year, more success, Coach Mark Richt and his staff seem to secure 
top-10 classes every year. There are 24 signees in this class and, as expected, the 
‘Dawgs found success all over the South. Georgia is a talent-rich state annually, and 
16 signees are in-state recruits. In all, Georgia kept 11 of the top 20 prospects in the 
Peach State at home. 

The two best prospects in this class are tremendous athletes and should help 
keep the Bulldogs at the top of the Southeastern Conference race. Wide receiver 
A.J, Green was the No. 9 prospect nationally and the No. 2 receiver. He caught 137 
passes over the past two seasons and has a knack for finding the end zone. Athlete 
Richard Samuel, an in-state recruit, was ranked the No. 2 athlete in the country. 

At 6-0, 197 pounds, Samuel has a solid build and the speed to change a game. He 
displayed great ability on both sides of the ball as a senior. And there's not just skill- 
position talent in this class; Offensive linemen A.J. Harmon and Cordy Glenn could 
help early, and defensive tackle DeAngelo Tyson helps make up for not getting Omar 
Hunter (Florida signee). 

Safety Makiri Pugh ensures the ‘Dawgs’ pipeline to Charlotte (N.C.) Inde- 
pendence will continue, and Richt has done a good job building pipelines in various 
southern states, In fact, Georgia didn't leave the region for anybody in this class, 


‘3 Southern California 


RB-2, WR-1, TE-1, OL-5, DL-5, LB-2, DB-2, ATH-1 

By this point, it should be a given that USC is going to be at or near the top of the 
national recruiting rankings as long as Pete Carroll is coaching the Trojans. No. 8 actu- 
ally may be a little below average for the Trojans, but one can make the case that this 
Class has more quality than any other class in the country. USC has just 19 signees, 
but 15 are four-star prospects or higher. 

The real strength of this class is along the offensive and defensive lines, and 
there are plenty of reasons to believe they'll be fine in those areas for the foreseeable 
future. Tackle Matt Kalil has a great build at 6-7, 281 pounds, and he was the No. 

11 prospect in the country. Fellow tackle Tyron Smith also is a five-star recruit and 
considered one of the most athletic linemen around. He's 260 pounds but has plenty of 
room to grow, Armond Armstead is about as good as they come at defensive tackle. 
Defensive end Nick Perry runs the 40-yard dash in 4.5 seconds, and fellow end Wes 
Horton was rated the No. 3 prospect at his position in the country. He was active as a 
senior, with 108 tackles and 12 sacks. 

As you'd expect, USC's class is made up primarily of California talent: The Tro- 
jans kept eight of the state's top 14 prospects at home. It should be noted that running 
back Darrell Scott, the state's top prize, signed with Colorado. However, USC's depth 
at running back means that position was not a concern in this class. 

With the talent at offensive and defensive line in this group, it’s going to be tough 
to contend with USC in the trenches in the coming years. 


9 Florida State 


QB-1, RB-4, WR-3, TE-1, OL-6, DL-6, LB-4, DB-2, ATH-3 

It was an interesting year for Florida State fans. A major overhaul of the coaching 
staff started the season and a major academic scandal closed the season. On the 
recruiting trail, most of the news was good. Bobby Bowden and his new staff brought in 
30 prospects; there are 15 from Florida and four from Georgia. 

Linebacker Nigel Bradham may be the gem of this class for the Seminoles. 
The 6-2, 230-pounder had 147 tackles and 12 sacks as a high school senior, giving 
him almost 450 tackles over the previous three seasons. He was the No. 4 prospect in 
Florida and certainly one of the most active. His knack for making plays will serve him 
well in Tallahassee. Defensive end Markus White arrives from a Kansas community 
college and brings a lot of athleticism to the position. White runs the 40-yard dash in 
4.55 seconds and, at 245 pounds, packs a punch. The staff hopes E.J. Manuel is the 
answer they've been looking for at quarterback, At 6-5, he runs well and can cause 
alot of problems for a defense. Athlete Jarmon Fortson has the size and speed to 
make his presence felt early. 

The three areas of focus in this class were running back, offensive line and 
defensive line. The Seminoles brought in four running backs, and surprisingly most 
of those probably would be considered sleepers. The position with the most quality is 
linebacker. It's not just about Bradham, though he's an immediate difference-maker. 
Nigel Carr, Nick Moody and Vincent Williams are four-star prospects. This class 
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: has the feel of a one last hurrah for Bowden, who shook up his 
Staff in an attempt at restoring the dominance FSU enjoyed in the 1990s. Only time will 
tell if this is the group of guys that turns things around in Tallahassee. 


poo /10, ichigan 


RB-4, WR-3, TE-2, OL-5, DL-2, LB-4, DB-2, ATH-2 

Michigan always has had a lot of success in recruiting, and there's no reason 
to expect that will change with the arrival of new coach Rich Rodriguez. He didn't 
have much time to piece together his first class for Michigan but still did a solid job. 
Former coach Lloyd Carr already had secured plenty of high-profile commitments, and 
Rodriguez did an admirable job of salvaging what he could. 

Defensive back Boubacar Cissoko may be small in stature at 5-9, but he 
has great athletic ability and was one of the top prospects in the state. Offensive 
lineman Dann O'Neill checks in at an imposing 6-8, 291 pounds, and should excel in 
Rodriguez's offensive system. That's a system that appeals to a lot of running backs, 
and Michigan snagged four in this class. Michael Shaw, Sam McGuffie and Ter- 
rence Robinson have blazing speed, and Mike Cox packs a bit of a punch. Michigan 
greatly upgraded at linebacker in this class, signing four prospects rated as four stars. 
J.B, Fitzgerald is a load from New Jersey, and Taylor Hill, Marcus Witherspoon 
and Kenny Demens have good speed. 

Recruiting can be difficult for schools undergoing a coaching change, but the 
Wolverines were fortunate that most of their commitments remained firm. Of the 24 
signees in this class, five are from Michigan, seven are from Ohio, three are from 
Florida and three from Texas. The class was heavy on running backs, offensive line- 
men and linebackers. 


QB-1, WR-3, TE-2, OL-6, DL-3, LB-2, DB-6, ATH-3 

Winning a national championship makes recruiting a little bit easier on a coach, 
and Les Miles cleaned up in February. The Tigers’ class of 26 players consists of a 
good mix of prospects, primarily from Louisiana, Florida and Texas. The program's 
prestige is at an all-time high with two BCS championships in the past five seasons. 

It is to the point where prospects covet offers from the school. 

Wide receiver Deangelo Benton, who is 6-3, 210 pounds, has a great build and 
all the tools to be a playmaker from Day One. On the other side of the ball, Patrick 
Johnson is one of the nation’s top cornerbacks. He picked off 12 passes over the past 
two seasons and has a knack for being in the right place at the right time. The Tigers 
signed just two.linebackers, but Ryan Baker is potentially a great one. While he’s just 
206 pounds, he has a build that will allow him to bulk up; he also has plenty of speed. 
Wide receiver Chris Tolliver has plenty of speed, as well, and is probably the top 
in-state recruit, 

Offensive line and defensive back were top priorities, and LSU is bringing in six of 
each. There's also some quality coming in on the defensive line, with Chase Clement 
and Chancey Aghayere possessing all the tools to become dominant players. Clem- 
ent was the No. 7 strongside defensive end in the country, and Aghayere was one of 
the top prospects in Texas. 


QB-2, RB-2, WR-2, TE-1, OL-4, DL-3, LB-3, DB-5, ATH-2, ST-2 

Clemson is in a bow! game every year under coach Tommy Bowden, and now the 
Tigers are starting to put themselves in a position to kick it up a notch, Clemson signed 
26 players, and there's some elite talent in this group, The Tigers had a lot of success 
in-state and are bringing in five prospects from the Jacksonville, Fla., area. 

DaQuan Bowers undoubtedly is the top prospect to sign with the Tigers. Bow- 
ers, a 6-4, 267-pound defensive end, has great athleticism and is an immediate-impact 
type player. He's fast, active and quickly could become unblockable in the ACC. Spen- 
cer Adams was one of three big-time defensive backs to play for Matthews (N.C.) 
Butler last fall, and he's a big addition for Clemson. He has ideal size (6-2) and runs 
well. Clemson already has one of the best stables of running backs in the nation — 
perhaps the best — and the future looks bright at the position with the signings of four- 
star backs Andre Ellington and Jamie Harper. Ellington is more of an all-purpose 
type of back at 170 pounds, while Harper has the strength to carry a big load. 

Of Clemson's 26 signees, 10 are from South Carolina and nine are from Florida. 
Harper is one of the five from the Jacksonville area; quarterback Kyle Parker is 
another. He’s a pro-style quarterback who doesn’t have ideal size, but did complete 61 
percent of his passes as a senior. 
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QB-3, RB-3, WR-3, TE-1, OL-2, DL-2, LB-2, DB-5, ATH-1, ST-1 

The Bruins were putting together a top-notch class before the coaching change, and 
Rick Neuheisel was fortunate enough to bring in most of those prospects. With 23 signees, 
UCLA cleaned up, finishing with the second-best class in the Pac-10 (behind USC). 

The defensive back talent in this group is outstanding and should be the nucleus 
of an excellent secondary in the coming years. Cornerback Aaron Hester has good 
size at 6-0 and runs the 40-yard dash in 4.44 seconds. He may be the best incoming 
Bruin. If that honor doesn't belong to him, it should probably go to fellow defensive 
back Rahim Moore, who has almost identical size and speed. Those two are joined 
by two more four-star defensive backs — E.J. Woods and Anthony Dye. The defen- 
sive end position will get a big boost from Datone Jones, a 6-4, 240-pound prospect 
from Compton, Calif. 

UCLA also signed a trio of great-looking receivers. Jerry Johnson, Antwon 
Moutra and Nelson Rosario have big-play potential and should be able to stretch 
opposing defenses. All but two of the prospects in this class hail from California. It will 
be interesting to see if any of the three quarterbacks in this class pan out. Each was 
considered a solid prospect, but none was considered elite. 


OY (6 i eae 


RB-5, WR-2, OL-3, DL-2, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-1, ST-1 

In typical fashion, the Longhorns picked up a lot of early momentum and rarely 
left the Lone Star State. In fact, just one of the 20 incoming freshmen in this class is 
from outside Texas. It is rare for any school to bring in five running backs in one class. 
Given the quality of those signees, the Longhorns are almost guaranteed to have 
bolstered their running game for future seasons. 

Running back DeSean Hales is a lightweight at 165 pounds, but he has excel- 
lent speed and should be fun to watch in the open field. Jeremy Hills is a bit bigger at 
180 pounds and also has “playmaker” written all over him. The coaching staff is excited 
about defensive tackle Jarvis Humphrey, a 6-2, 290-pounder who has the ability to 
get into the backfield and disrupt things. As he continues to get stronger and tone his 
body, he could be a force in the Big 12. There also is a trio of defensive backs to watch 
for — D.J. Monroe, Aaron Williams and Nolan Brewster, the only out-of-state 
prospect in this class. He's the son of Minnesota coach Tim Brewster. 

Kicker Justin Tucker was rated the No. 4 prospect at his position in the nation. 
This class is relatively light on linemen and the Longhoms didn't bring in a quarterback 
or a tight end. Most needs were met, though, and the class is strong at running back 
and in the secondary. 


$30 FE] Colorado 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-1, TE-2, OL-3, DL-1, LB-5, DB-3, ATH-1, ST-1 

Dan Hawkins may have been wondering what he got himself into after struggling 
mightily in his first season in Boulder, but things are looking a lot better now. Colorado 
reached a bowl last season and put together the No. 15 recruiting class in the nation. 
That's even more impressive considering there are only 21 signees in the class. Usu- 
ally, highly ranked classes low in quantity belong to the likes of USC, but the Buffaloes 
signed an unusual amount of talent. 

Colorado fans were thrilled to learn that running back Darrell Scott of 
California decided to sign with the Buffaloes. The 6-0, 204-pounder had offers from 
every major program in the nation and was ranked the No. 1 running back in the 
country. He rushed for nearly 7,000 yards in his last three years in high school, with 
an amazing 87 touchdowns. The Buffaloes are also thrilled about their group of 
incoming linebackers. Lynn Katoa was the top-ranked prospect in Utah and also 
had his pick of schools. Jon Major runs extremely well for someone 6-4, 230, and 
Shaun Mohler looks as impressive on film as almost anyone. Offensive lineman 
Bryce Givens was the No. 1 prospect in Colorado. Once he adds weight, he should 
anchor the line for a long time. 

Colorado employed an interesting recruiting strategy and it worked to near perfection. 
The Buffaloes landed top prospects in California, Colorado and Utah. There are six in-state 
prospects and seven Californians in this group. If Hawkins can maintain this success on 
the recruiting trail, it might not be long until Colorado is where it wants to be. 


A] [te ee 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-1, OL-6, DL-7, LB-3, DB-3, ATH-2 
In spite of all the turmoil surrounding former coach Dennis Franchione and the 
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coaching change, Texas A&M did quite well with this class. Of 


the Aggies’ 24 signings, an eye-popping 13 are either offensive or defensive linemen. 


There's some good quality in that group, and it will be a good starting point for new 
coach Mike Sherman, who was able to sell his NFL experience. 

While the lines got the bulk of the attention, perhaps the top three prospects are 
skill-position players. Wide receiver Jeff Fuller looks like a future NFL player at 6-5, 
202 pounds. He was rated the No. 10 prospect in Texas and the No. 12 receiver in 
the country. Running back Cyrus Gray runs the 40-yard dash in 4.4 seconds and is 
a home-run threat. At 5-10, 201 pounds, athlete Derrick Hall is about as versatile as 
they come. He committed to Texas A&M but entertained interest from schools such as 
LSU before signing with the Aggies. He showed his ability to pass, run and catch as a 
senior, and runs the 40-yard dash in 4.35 seconds. 

Much like Texas, A&M always is going to have a distinctly in-state feel to its re- 
Cruiting classes. This year is no exception, as only two prospects from outside the state 
signed with the Aggies. Watch out for the defensive line, as there are four prospects 
rated as four stars here. 


A 7 


QB-1, RB-3, WR-4, TE-1, DL-4, LB-5, DB-7, ATH-5 

Could coach Tim Brewster's first season at Minnesota have been more of a 
roller-coaster ride? The Gophers finished 1-11 overall and were winless in the Big Ten. 
But when February rolled around, Minnesota fans were smiling. Brewster's work on the 
recruiting trails was nothing short of excellent. Brewster and his staff signed players 
from 16 states, including four from the Dallas area. 

While Minnesota got off to a fast start, perhaps its top commitment came 
toward the end of the process in the form of 6-4, 220-pound dual-threat quarterback 
MarQueis Gray. The talented signal-caller from Indianapolis was the top prospect 
in the Hoosier State and can beat you with his arm or legs. He could push for time 
early. Four-star safety Keanon Cooper is the best of the Dallas quartet, and the 6-0, 
190-pounder should provide much-needed help in the secondary. Wide receivers 
Brandon Green and Vincent Hill lack great size but are dynamic with the ball in their 
hands. 

Brewster, who helped Mack Brown bring in some of the nation’s top prospects at 
Texas, expended as much energy on the recruiting trail as any coach in the country and 


that aggressiveness paid off. Defense was a top priority, and there are a lot of prospects 
who should see the field quickly. Watch out for 6-2, 240-pound linebacker Sam Maresh, 
who spurned offers from just about the entire Big Ten to stay close to home. 


RB-2, WR-6, TE-1, OL-3, DL-5, LB-5, DB-2, ATH-7 

The Hokies stuck to their usual in-state recruiting strategy and put together an 
unusually large class. Virginia Tech signed 31 players, and once again it’s a solid class 
for Frank Beamer. 

Linebacker Quillie Odom was a big pickup, and the 6-2, 220-pound linebacker 
who spent time at Hargrave Military Academy has a college-ready build and is physi- 
cally mature enough to be a force early in his playing career. Running back Ryan 
Williams is a solid all-around prospect and ranked the No. 3 prospect at his position 
in the country. He can run through smaller defenders and regularly beats linebackers 
to the edge. Keep an eye out for offensive tackle Vinston Painter. At 6-6 and 317 
pounds, he is a physically imposing presence. He was the No. 5 prospect in Virginia. 
Wide receiver D.J. Coles and athlete Dyrell Roberts should be fun to watch in the 
coming years. 

Beamer's recruiting strategy is simple: Put his state on lockdown while reaching 
into North Carolina and perhaps one or two other southern states. They signed an 
amazing 24 in-state prospects this season in a good year for Virginia talent. Tech didn’t 
bring in a quarterback this year, but it did bring in seven athletes, meaning this class 
could take any number of shapes down the road. 


O | +: a 


OREGON 

QB-1, RB-3, WR-2, TE-2, OL-2, DL-2, LB-3, DB-3, ATH-2 

Once again, Oregon had a successful recruiting year. The Ducks didn't overem- 
phasize any one position and put together a balanced class of prospects from all over 
the country. 

It would have been nice if the Ducks could have landed defensive end Ethan 
Johnson, the No. 1 prospect in the state, who signed with Notre Dame. Nonetheless, 
they did well for themselves. Junior college defensive tackle Justin Thompson has a 
lot of upside and should provide immediate depth. Junior college running back LaGar- 
rette Blount is a true bruiser at 6-2, 235 pounds. Athlete Chris Harper has great 
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speed and an excellent build and was rated the No. 2 prospect 
in Kansas. Watch out for Hamani Stevens, the No. 2 center in the country, and Nick 
Cody, an offensive tackle and the No. 3 prospect in the state of Washington. 

Oregon didn't need a huge haul this year, but the Ducks met most of their needs 
adequately. We've become accustomed to seeing good classes out of this program 
and the quality is high in this group. 


QB-2, RB-3, WR-3, TE-2, OL-3, DL-5, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-5 

Considering his consistency and his success, it's hard to believe Tommy Tuberville 
could be called underappreciated. Many believe that’s the case, though. Year in and 
year out, you can bank on three things with regard to Auburn: The Tigers are going to 
be tough on the road, they're going to play good defense and they're going to recruit 
well. The Tigers brought in 29 prospects in the class, headlined by some top-flight tal- 
ent. The depth is there at running back, defensive line and defensive back. 

Five-star defensive end Raven Gray was the No. 4 junior college prospect in the 
country. At 6-4, 260 pounds, he runs the 40-yard dash in 4.6 seconds and could be 
a load for SEC offensive lines to handle. On the other side of the line, Auburn signed 
five-star Hargrave Military Academy offensive tackle Jermaine Johnson. At 6-6, 309 
pounds, he has a college-ready body and all the tools to protect a quarterback’s blind- 
side. Athletes T’Sharvan Bell and DeRon Furr have dynamic playmaking ability. Bell 
is the faster of the two, but at 6-3 and 212 pounds, Furr could have an earlier impact. 
Watch out for undersized running back Onterio McCalebb, an all-purpose prospect 
who has the speed to change a game. 

Auburn signed 10 in-state prospects, though Alabama hoarded much of the 
State's top talent. The Tigers found success in Florida, where they also picked up 10 
prospects. They found some elite talent from junior colleges and prep schools as well. 
Overall, this class checks in at No. 5 in the Southeastern Conference. 


play for Spurrier. 

There are two quarterbacks in this class, and it will be interesting to see if they 
play this fall. Also, watch out for the young defensive linemen in Columbia; they look 
like big-time players. 

Of South Carolina's 23 signees, just seven were in-state prospects. Part of that is 
because rival Clemson and some other schools signed some of the state's top talent: 
some of it was the Gamecocks staff looking to prep schools and the state of Georgia. 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-3, TE-2, OL-5, DL-5, LB-5, DB-3, ATH-2 

This isn’t Ron Zook’s best class, but the 28 signees will add depth, speed and 
strength to an ever-improving roster. This class is heavy on line prospects and should 
make the Illini tough to deal with in the trenches in the coming seasons. 

Zook and his staff signed two good defensive tackles. They signed 6-3, 
260-pounder Corey Liuget from Florida, even though the likes of LSU, Miami and 
Georgia were hot on his trail. He's one of the most athletic tackles you're going to find 
at the high school level. He's joined by Reggie Ellis, the No. 26 defensive tackle in 
the country and the top prospect in the District of Columbia. On the other side of the 
line, Graham Pocic is a load at 6-7, 316 pounds. The No. 5 prospect in Illinois, Pocic 
looks like a big-time blindside protector in the Big Ten. Illinois had some success in the 
prep school ranks as well. Donsay Hardeman, who spent time at Georgia Military 
Academy, looks the part of a Big Ten safety and should make big contributions in his 
first season. The Illini also found one of the nation’s top tight ends in Hubie Graham, 
He might not be a devastating blocker yet, but he'll provide quarterbacks with an extra 
threat downfield. 

Zook is about as good as recruiter as you'll find, and it showed once again. He 
signed four prospects from the nation’s capital, four from the Sunshine State and four 
from the Chicago area. 


21 Arizona State 


QB-1, RB-1, WR-2, TE-1, OL-5, DL-7, LB-2, DB-6, ATH-2 

No one has ever doubted Dennis Erickson’s ability to recruit and coach at an ex- 
tremely high level. In his one season at Arizona State, he already has won 10 games 
and put together the No. 21 class in the country. With 27 signees, the Sun Devils will 
be going into the 2008 season with a lot of young talent to add to what they have com- 
ing back. With seven defensive linemen and six defensive backs on board, look for a 
defensive overhaul in the near future. 

Athlete Gerell Robinson was a huge pickup for Arizona State. The 6-4, 
210-pound prospect was the No. 1 senior in Arizona last fall and the No. 8 athlete in 
the country. He doesn't have blazing speed, but he moves well and spurned offers 
from schools such as USC, Florida and Notre Dame. Defensive back Jarrell Barbour 
is another big-time athlete with the kind of size college coaches crave in the secondary. 
He was the No. 9 safety in the country. Expect running back Ryan Bass to carve out a 
role for himself early in his college career. The 5-10, 186-pounder from California runs 
the 40-yard dash in 4.4 seconds and was rated the No. 2 all-purpose prospect in the 
country. There also is plenty of solid defensive line talent coming aboard. 

Nine of the 27 signees are from Arizona. There were several other schools target- 
ing key prospects in the state, so the Sun Devils did well to lock up three of the top five 
prospects in the state. California always must be an integral part of ASU's recruiting 
strategy, and the 14 signees from that state are high-quality athletes. 


22 ~=—Ss South Carolina 


QB-2, RB-2, WR-2, TE-1, OL-2, DL-5, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-2, ST-1 

The Gamecocks struggled mightily in the latter part of the 2007 season, but that 
didn't stop them from putting together a solid recruiting class. Steve Spurrier still is 
trying to leave his mark on the program. Defensive back is a position that has excelled 
in recent years, and if this class is any indication, it should continue to be a position of 
strength. 

Charles Whitlock, a 5-11, 172-pound defensive back from Chester, S.C., is 
one of South Carolina's top commitments. The athletic corner was rated the No. 3 
prospect in the Palmetto State. He's joined by a pair who prepped at Fork Union and is 
physically ready to make a difference in the SEC. Antonio Allen is impressive at 6-2, 
190 pounds and he has a knack for making plays. Akeem Auguste has just as much 
potential and is faster than Allen. Jarriel King hails from Georgia Military Academy 
and looks like an SEC defensive lineman at 6-7, 285 pounds. He might not have great 
speed, but he’s strong and puts a lot of pressure on opposing offensive linemen. Watch 
out for fellow defensive end Chaz Sutton, who turned down a lot of solid programs to 
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QB-2, RB-4, WR-4, OL-6, DL-3, LB-3, DB-3, ATH-1 

Washington signed 26 prospects. This class is heavy on running backs, wide 
receivers and offensive linemen, and it looks as if the newcomers could provide a big 
upgrade right away. 

Defensive end Kavario Middleton was a big pickup. The 6-6, 250-pounder was 
the top player in Washington. He should bring a lot of athleticism to the position. Fellow 
defensive end Everrette Thompson was rated the No. 10 prospect at his position 
in the country and the No, 2 overall prospect in the state of Washington. Chris Polk 
was ranked the No. 4 all-purpose back in the country and he did it all as a senior in 
California. Allen Carroll and Alameda Ta’amu are two offensive linemen who should 
make things tough for opponents in the coming seasons, 

Despite fielding teams that have struggled, Tyrone Willingham managed to put 
together a good recruiting class. He signed four of the top five and 12 of the top 15 
prospects in the state. California was an integral part of the Huskies’ strategy this year 
as well. 


QB-1, RB-2, WR-3, TE-1, OL-5, DL-4, LB-2, DB-4, ATH-1 

Missouri followed up a remarkable season with a solid recruiting class, giving 
Tigers fans hope that they can expect more of the same. Missouri's wide-open, high- 
scoring offense appealed to some top-flight skill-position recruits. Overall, there’s a lot 
of quality in this class. 

Undoubtedly the top recruit is quarterback Blaine Gabbert. Originally a Nebraska 
commitment, Gabbert changed his mind and decided to stay closer to his St. Louis-area 
home. The 6-5, 226-pound pocket passer looks the part of an NFL quarterback and 
may have the strongest arm of any incoming freshman. He was the No. 1 prospect in 
Missouri and the No. 1 pro-style quarterback in the country. Gabbert will benefit from 
the protection of guard Dan Hoch, also a former Nebraska commitment. The 6-7, 
302-pounder was the No. 1 player in lowa and the No. 18 guard in the country. Tight 
end Andrew Jones, a 6-5, 228-pounder, will be a good target for anyone behind 
center. He was the No. 2 player in Missouri and the No. 14 tight end nationally. 

Missouri is a classic case of a program capitalizing on its on-field success. The 
Tigers were able to lock down some of the top talent in their own state and managed 
to reach into Texas and Ohio to fill out the class. They certainly benefited from 
Nebraska's struggles and coaching change. With another good season, Mizzou's 
reputation should only improve with high school recruits. 
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NATIONAL 
\ RECRUITING | 


. Trevor Robinson 6-6/304 Omaha (Neb.) Elkhorn Notre Dame 
. Lucas Nix 6-6/295 Jefferson Hills (Pa.) Thomas Jefferson Pittsburgh 

. Dann O'Neill 6-8/291 Grand Haven (Mich.) Michigan 

. AJ. Harmon 6-4/308 Louisville (Ga.) Jefferson County Georgia 

. Barrett Jones 6-5/271 Memphis (Tenn.) ECS Alabama 

. J.B. Shugarts 6-7/299 Klein (Texas) Ohio State 
. Bryce Givens 6-6/257 Denver (Colo.) Mullen Colorado 


INCOMING = DEFENSIVE ENDs 
. DaQuan Bowers 6-4/267 Bab (S.C.) Bamberg- “Ehrhardt Clemson 
F R Ee = H ivi le Ni . RJ. Washington 63/245 Keller (Texas) Fossil Ridge Oklahoma 
. Ethan Johnson 6-4/266 Portland (Ore.) Lincoln Notre Dame 
. |. Wes Horton 6-6/240 Sherman Oaks (Calif.) Notre Dame USC 
. Nick Perry 6-4/235 Detroit (Mich.) Martin Luther King USC 
. Kavario Middleton 6-6/250 Lakewood (Wash.) Lakes Washington 
. Toby Jackson 6-4/244 Griffin (Ga.) Georgia 


DEFENSIVE TACKLES 
QUARTERBACKS i ae . Marcus Forston 6-2/286 Miami (Fla.) Northwestern Miami 


. Omar Hunter 6-1/295 Buford (Ga.) Florida 

. Armond Armstead 6-4/287 Elk Grove (Calif.) Pleasant Grove USC 

. DeAngelo Tyson 6-2/276 Statesboro (Ga.) Georgia 

. Jarvis Humphrey 6-2/290 Cedar Hill (Texas) Texas 

. Garrett Goebel 6-5/264 Lombard (Ill.) Montini Ohio State 
. Corey Liuget 6-3/260 Hialeah (Fla.) Illinois 


RATING HT./WT. HOMETOWN/SCHOOL COLLEGE 


. Terrelle — 6-6/235 Jeannette (Pa) Ohio State 

. Blaine Gabbert 6-5/226 Ballwin (Mo.) Parkway West Missouri 

. Dayne Crist 6-5/228 Sherman Oaks (Calif.) Notre Dame Notre Dame 
. Ed. Manuel 6-5/215 Virginia Beach (Va.) Bayside Florida State 
. Mike Glennon 6-6/194 Centreville (Va.) Westfield NC State 

. Andrew Luck 6-4/215 Houston (Texas) Stratford Stanford 


. Stacey McGee 6-5/255 Muskogee (Okla.) Oklahoma 
RUNNING BA Ss 
cK LINEBACKERS 
Darrell Scott 6-0/204 Ventura (Calif.) St. Bonaventure Colorado 


» Jermie Calhoun 60/210 Van (Texas) Oklahoma . Nigel Bradham 6-2/230 Crawfordville (Fla.) Wakulla Florida State 


. Ryan Williams 5-10/192 Manassas (Va.) Stonewall Jackson Virginia Tech . Arthur Brown 6-1/210 Wichita (Kan.) Wichita East Miami 
- DeSean Hales 5-10/165 Klein (Texas) Oak Texas . Jerrell Harris 6-2/220 Gadsden (Ala.) Gadsden City Alabama 


. Jonas Gray 5-10/213 Detroit (Mich.) Country Day Notre Dame } Etienne Sabino 6-3/222 Miami (Fla.) Dr. Krop Ohio State 
Cyrus Gray 6-0/188 DeSoto (Texas) Texas A&M . Lynn Katoa 6-2/220 Salt Lake City (Utah) Cottonwood Sr. Colorado 


. Ryan Bass 5-10/186 Corona (Calif.) Centennial Arizona State . Marcus Robinson 6-2/210 Homestead (Fla.) Miami 


. De'Anthony Curtis 5-10/209 Camden (Ark.) Fairview Arkansas . Jordan Futch 6-3/202 Hollywood (Fla.) Chaminade Madonna Miami 
. Brendan Beal 6-4/235 Bethlehem (Pa.) Liberty Florida 


WI D E R E Cc E IVE RS . Ryan Baker 6-0/206 Blountstown (Fla.) LSU 


h Brandon Beachum  §-11/216 + Youngstown (Ohio) Cardinal Mooney Penn State 
© UulioJones 6-4/215 Foley (Ala.) ‘Asbama . William Green 6-4/215 Hoover (Ala.) Spain Park Florida 
AU!Green 6-4/184 Summerville (S.C) Georgia . Darius Fleming 6-3/230 Chicago (Ill.) St. Rita Notre Dame 
. DeVier Posey 6-2/190 Cincinnati (Ohio) La Salle Ohio State zara Kaviendac6-0/228 ios Angeles (Pall) Elaine (USC 
SDEANAKe Brown 6-6/208 Ocean Springs (Miss.) Southern Miss 100. Nick Moody 6-1/218 Philadelphia (Pa.) Roman Catholic Florida State 


. Jonathan Baldwin 6-6/233 Aliquippa (Pa.) Pittsburgh 

. Michael Floyd 6-3/195 St. Paul (Minn,) Cretin-Derham Hall _ Notre Dame DEFENSIVE BACKS 

. Darryl Stonum 6-2/180 Sugar Land (Texas) Dulles Michigan . 

. Jameel Owens 6-3/210 Muskogee (Okla,) Oklahoma . Patrick Johnson 6-1/193 Pompano Beach (Fla.) Ely LSU 
 Aldarius Johnson 6-2/200 Miami (Fla.) Northwestern Miami . Alonzo Lawrence 6-1/187 Lucedale (Miss.) George County Alabama 
. Joshua Jarboe 6-3/195 Ellenwood (Ga,) Cedar Grove Oklahoma + Aaron Williams 6-1/175 Round Rock (Texas) McNeil Texas 

- Chris Tolliver 6-1/180 — Rayville (La.) LSU . Brandon Harris 5-10/174 Miami (Fla.) Booker T. Washington = Miami 

. Jeff Fuller 6-4/202 McKinney (Texas) Boyd Texas A&M . Boubacar Cissoko 5-8/171 Detroit (Mich.) Cass Tech Michigan 
. Brice Butler 6-2/178 Norcross (Ga.) USC . Du. Monroe 5-9/165 Angleton (Texas) Texas 

. Tommy Streeter 6-6/200 Miami (Fla.) Northwestern Miami . dJanoris Jenkins 5-11/180 Pahokee (Fla.) Florida 

. Tavarres King 6-1/169 Mt. Airy (Ga.) Habersham Central Georgia . Ramon Buchanan —6-0/181 Melbourne (Fla.) Palm Bay Miami 
Dan Buckner 6-4/209 Allen (Texas) Texas . Aaron Hester 6-0/180 Compton (Calif.) Dominguez UCLA 


. Kemonte Bateman  6-0/176 _Los Angeles (Calif.) Crenshaw Arizona State - Rahim Moore 6-0/185 Los Angeles (Calif.) Dorsey UCLA 
. TJ, Bryant 6-1/175 Tallahassee (Fla.) Lincoln USC 


. Joseph tbiloye 6-2/195 Garland (Texas) South Garland Oklahoma 
TIGHT ENDS eo re era _ 


. Brandon Taylor Franklinton (La.) 
20. Kyle Rudolph 6-6/229 Cincinnati (Ohio) Elder Notre Dame 


31. Blake Ayles 6-4/245 Orange (Calif.) Lutheran USC ATH L ETES 
re) FFE N SIVE Li N E NM Ee N . Will Hill 6-3/203 Jersey City (N.J.) St. Peter's Prep Florida 


. Richard Samuel 6-0/197 Cartersville (Ga.) Cass Georgia 


. Mike Adams 6-7/308 Dublin (Ohio) Coffman Ohio State . Burton Scott 5-11/194 Prichard (Ala.) Vigor Alabama 
Baker Steinkuhler 66/290 Lincoln (Neb.) Southwest Nebraska . Lamar Thomas §-11/181 Fort Washington (Md.) Friendly Ohio State 
~ Matt Kalil 6-7/281 Anaheim (Calif.) Servite usc . Mark Barron 6-2/202 Mobile (Ala.) St. Paul's Alabama 
. Michael Brewster 6-6/305" Orlando (Fla.) Edgewater Ohio State » Devoe Torrence 6-2/0 Massillon (Ohio) Washington = 


. Tyron Smith 6-5/260 Moreno Valley (Calif.) Rancho Verde USC . Jarmon Forston 6-3/220 Columbus (Ga.) Carver Florida State 
Matt Patchan 6-7/265 Seffner (Fla.) Armwood Florida . Gerell Robinson 6-4/210 Chandler (Ariz.) Hamilton Arizona State 


Stephen Good 6-6/300 Paris (Texas) Oklahoma . Derrick Hall 5-10/201 Beaumont (Texas) Central Texas A&M 
. Tyler Love 6-7/285 Mountain Brook (Ala.) Alabama » Dw, Shoemate 6-0/219 Anaheim (Calif.) Servite USC 
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TOP 100 PLAYERS RANKED 


RK NAME 


oon Don fF OM = 


. Matt Barkley 

. Jamarkus McFarland 
. Cierre Wood 

. Russell Shepard 

. Jacobbi McDaniel 

. Manti Te’o 

. Rueben Randle 

. Devon Kennard 

. Bryce Brown 

. William Campbell 


. Garrett Gilbert 
. Marlon Brown 
. Dre Kirkpatrick 
. Dorian Bell 

. Vontaze Burfict 
. Jarvis Jones 

. Tyrik Rollison 

. Kevin Newsome 


. Chris Davenport 


. Craig Loston 
. Randall Carroll 


. Logan Heastie 

. Craig Drummond 
. Tom Savage 

. Lamar Miller 


. Marcus Hall 


. dustin Chaisson 

. Nico Johnson 

. Dion Sims 

. Patrick Hall 

. Rolando Jefferson 


. Jamie Wood 


. Mason Walters 


. Shaquelle Evans 
. Gabe Lynn 


. OJ. Fluker 
. Willie Downs 
. John Simon 
. Donte Moss 


. David Oku 


. Kraig Appleton 
. Justin Turner 


. Ad. Murray 


WLUW. LINDYSSPOATS.COM 


WT 


217 
285 
176 
185 
267 
230 
195 
225 
212 
327 
185 
205 
180 
205 
230 


HOMETOWN/SCHOOL 


Santa Ana (CA) Mater Dei 

Lufkin (TX) Lufkin 

Oxnard (CA) Santa Clara 
Houston (TX) Cypress Ridge 
Greenville (FL) Madison 
Honolulu (Hl) Punahou 

Bastrop (LA) Bastrop 

Phoenix (AZ) Desert Vista 
Wichita (KS) East 

Detroit (Ml) Cass Tech 

Austin (TX) Lake Travis 
Memphis (TN) Harding Academy 
Gadsden (AL) Gadsden City 
Monroeville (PA) Gateway 
Corona (CA) Centennial 
Columbus (GA) Carver 

Sulphur Springs (TX) 
Chesapeake (VA) Western Branch 
Mansfield (LA) Mansfield 

Aldine (TX) Nimitz 

Los Angeles (CA) Cathedral 
Chesapeake (VA) Great Bridge 
Chicago (IL) Morgan Park 
Philadelphia (PA) Cardinal O'Hara 
Miami (FL) Killian 

Cleveland (OH) Glenville 

Las Vegas (NV) Bishop Gorman 
Andalusia (AL) Andalusia 

Orhard Lake (Ml) St. Mary’s 
Ventura (CA) St. Bonaventure 
Fresno (CA) Edison 

Pickerington (OH) Central 
Wolfforth (TX) Frenship 
Inglewood (CA) Inglewood 
Jenks (OK) Jenks 

Foley (AL) Foley 

Tallahassee (FL) Godby 
Youngstown (OH) Cardinal Mooney 
Jacksonville (NC) Northside 
Midwest City(OK) Carl Albert 
East St. Louis (IL) East St. Louis 
Massillon (OH) Washington 
Tampa (FL) Plant 


. Ja'Ron Stokes 
. Josh Nunes. 
. Corey Adams 
. CJ. Barnett 
. Jordan Whiting 
. Eric Shrive 
50. Edwin Baker 
. Tate Forcier 
. Ronnie Wingo 
. Ryan Mossakowski 
. Frankie Telfort 
. Kevin Brent 
. Jheranie Boyd 
. Trent Richardson 
. Sam Montgomery 
. Thomas Ashcraft 
. Chris Watt 
. Keenan Davis 
. Eric Fields 
. Anthony LaLota 
. Larry Caper 
. Chris Whaley 
. Tyler Gaffney 
. Tana Patrick 
. John Martinez 
|. Greg Timmons 
. Jeremy Smith 
. Desmond Scott 
. Craig Crawford 
. _NuKeese Richardson 
. Eddie Lacy 
. Montrell Conner 
. Xavier Nixon 
. Morrell Presley 
. Donavan Tate 
. Jelani Jenkins 
. Deandre Coleman 
. Theo Riddick 
. Terry Hawthorne 
. Nick Kasa 
. Lonnie Pryor 
. DeVonte Holloman 
. Marlon Pollard, Jr. 
. Nick Alajajian 
. Chris Fields 
. Kevin Graf 
. Jared Wheeler 
. Michael Brockers 
. Chris Thompson 
. JK. Jay 
. Brandon McGee 
. EJ. Banks 
. Antwan Lowery 
. TJ. McDonald 
. Kendall Kelly 
. AJ. McCarron 
. Pat Patterson 


Philadelphia (PA) Northeast 
Upland (CA) Upland 
Scottsdale (AZ) Saguaro 
Clayton (OH) Northmont 
Louisville (KY) Trinity 
Scranton (PA) West Scranton 
Oak Park (Ml) Oak Park 

San Diego (CA) Scripps Ranch 
St. Louis (MO) St. Louis University 
Frisco (TX) Centennial 

Miami (FL) Gulliver Prep 
Dallas (TX) $ Oak Cliff 
Gastonia (NC) Ashbrook 
Pensacola (FL) Escambia 
Greenwood (SC) Greenwood 
Cedar Hill (TX) Cedar Hill 
Glenn Ellyn (IL) Glenbard West 
Cedar Rapids (1A) Washington 
Warner Robins (GA) Northside 
Princeton (NJ) Hun School 
Battle Creek (Ml) Battle Creek Central 
Madisonville (TX) Madisonville 
San Diego (CA) Cathedral Catholic 
Stevenson (AL) N. Jackson 
Murray (UT) Cottonwood 
Aldine (TX) Eisenhower 

Tulsa (OK) Union 

Durham (NC) Hillside 
Huntington (WV) Huntington 
Pahokee (FL) Pahokee 
Dutchtown (LA) Dutchdown 
Monroe (LA) Ouachita 
Fayetteville (NC) Jack Britt 
Carson (CA) Carson 
Cartersville (GA) Cartersville 
Wheaton (MD) Good Cousel 
Seattle (WA) Garfield 
Somerville (NJ) Immaculata 

E. St. Louis (IL) East 
Broomfield (CO) Legacy 
Okeechobee (FL) Okeechobee 
Charlotte (NC) Independence 
Valencia (CA) Valencia 

Naples (FL) Naples 

Harvey (OH) Painesville 
Agoura (CA) Agoura 
Plantation (FL) American Heriatge 
Houston (TX) Chavez 
Greenville (FL) Madison 
Greenville (SC) Christ Church 
Lauderhill (FL) Plantation 
McKees Rock (PA) Montour 
Miami (FL) Columbus 

Fresno (CA) Edison 

Gadsden (AL) Gadsden City 
Mobile (AL) St. Paul's 

Macon (MS) Noxubee 
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TOP 10 SCHOOLS BY POSITION 


QUARTERBACK 


_— 


Soe Ne om ON = 


Ohio State 


. Missouri 


Notre Dame 
Baylor 
UCLA 
Alabama 
Miami 
Arkansas 
Ole Miss 
Rutgers 


RUNNING BACK 


1 


il 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
if 
8. 
9. 
0. 


Texas 
Michigan 
Colorado 

Ole Miss 

UCLA 

Clemson 
Boston College 
Auburn 

Oregon 
Oklahoma 


WIDE RECEIVER 


4 


SSONne oop > 


. Alabama 


Florida 

Miami 
Oklahoma 
Georgia 

Notre Dame 
Southern Miss 
LSU 

Maryland 
UCLA 


TIGHT END 


. Notre Dame 
. Michigan 

. Ohio State 
. Maryland 

. California 

. USC 

. Colorado 
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8. 
9: 


Illinois 
LSU 


10. Oregon 


OFFENSIVE LINE 


—_ 


DEFENSIVE TACKLE 


. Miami 
. Alabama 


os 


SO ees Ne SO) ee ee 


SOMNOAARwONS 


USC 

Ohio State 
Notre Dame 
Alabama 
Michigan 
Clemson 
Georgia 
Oklahoma 
Washington 
Nebraska 


Florida 


. Kansas State 


Notre Dame 
Texas 

USC 

NC State 


. Illinois 


Texas A&M 


DEFENSIVE END 


—_ 


a OI NO Oe 


Alabama 
USC 

Texas A&M 
Texas Tech 
Clemson 
Oklahoma 
Florida State 
Georgia 
Ohio State 
Auburn 


LINEBACKER 


as 
Zz 
3. 


Miami 
Florida State 
Colorado 


. Penn State 
. Florida 

. Michigan 

. Notre Dame 
. Georgia 

. Alabama 

. Virginia Tech 


DEFENSIVE BACK 


LSU: 

Miami 

UCLA 

Texas 
Oklahoma State 
Alabama 

South Carolina 
Ole Miss 
Florida 
Minnesota 


SON oO © he > 


—s 


ATHLETE 


Alabama 
Georgia 
Florida 
Virginia Tech 
Florida State 
Ohio State 
Minnesota 
NC State 
LSU 

Kansas State 


SSoenereeon > 


—_ 


KICKER 


. Oklahoma State 
Texas 

UCLA 

. Ohio State 
BYU 

. Louisville 
Wisconsin 
Kansas 

. Pittsburgh 

. Georgia 


SOMNAODRONH 


as 
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By Jeremy Crabtree 
Rivals.com 


OVERVIEW/: The top class in the Big Ten features the 
nation’s top player — quarterback Terrelle Pryor. The Buckeyes 
landed the No. 1 recruit more than a month after National Signing 
Day. Pryor should be worth the wait, and he could see the field 
early a /a Tim Tebow at Florida. However, this class is much more 
than Pryor. The Buckeyes swung for the fences with many top 
players and hit a lot of home runs. 


:F: It's easy to call Pryor the headliner, but also 
watch out for offensive lineman Mike Adams. Adams’ Rivals. 
com ranking fluctuated quite a bit over the past year, but in the 
end he proved to be what he always has been — the nation’s top 
offensive tackle prospect. Adams, a 6-7, 308-pounder, should be 
the foundation for the Buckeyes’ line for years to come. 


SLEEPER: \t's hard to pick a true sleeper in this class 
because it’s full of four- and five-star prospects. But Buckeyes 
coaches absolutely love cornerback Travis Howard, and Ohio 
State has a tremendous track record with kids from Florida. 


BOTTOM LINE: The class was special without Pryor, but 
it's world-class with him. Led by “Block O” — the nickname given 
to the talented offensive line class highlighted by five-star tackles 
Adams and Michael Brewster — and special skill-position play- 
ers such as DeVier Posey, this class should keep Ohio State in 
the title hunt for years to come. 


Michigan 


OVERVIEW/: Give Rich Rodriguez credit. When he arrived 
in Ann Arbor, there were numerous questions. Would he be able 
to salvage the commitments already in place? Would he be able 
to get the type of players needed to run his system? He answered 
those aaa 


HEADLINER: Offensive lineman Dann O'Neill has NFL 
written all over him. He has great size and also is an excellent 
technician. He could anchor the O-line for the Wolverines for 
years. 


SLEEPER: Nichigan's coaches love the versatility that 
Greenville (S.C.) J.L. Mann three-star standout J.T. Floyd brings 
to the table. He could star at cornerback or safety. 

BOTTOM LINE: While Rodriguez might not have hit the 
home run he wanted at quarterback, he still brought in plenty of 
guys who fit his schemes. The way he surprised on National Sign- 
ing Day by pulling Ricky Barnum from Florida, Roy Roundtree 


2008 WwWlW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 


. Terrelle Pryor 6-6/235 
. Mike Adams 6-7/308 
. Michael Brewster 6-6/305 
. DeVier Posey 6-2/190 
. Lamaar Thomas 5-11/181 
. Darryl Stonum 6-2/180 
j , Boubacar Cissoko 5-8/171 
s Etienne Sabino 6-3/222 | 
. Dann O'Neill 6-8/291 


. Garrett Goebel 6-5/264 


. Brandon Beachum  5-11/216 


. Michael Shaw 6-0/185 
. MarQueis Gray 6-4/220 
. Jake Stoneburner 6-6/223 
. Mike Zordich 6-1/220 
. Mike Yancich 6-1/216 
4 Kevin Koger. 6-4/235 


. JB.Fitzgerald = 64/225 LB 


from Purdue and Michael Shaw from Penn State will be talked 
about in Ann Arbor for years. 


OVERVIEW: It's well-documented that Tim Brewster is 


one of the nation’s best recruiters. But now it’s well-documented 


Player HL/Wt, . Hometown/School College 
Jeannette (Pa,) Ohio State 
Dublin (Ohio) Coffman Ohio State 

Orlando (Fla.) Edgewater : Ohio State 
Cincinnati (Ohio) Elder Ohio State 
Fort Washington (tid.) Friendly Ohio State 
Sugar Land (Texas) Dulles Michigan 
Detroit (Mich,) Cass Tech Michigan 
Miami (Fla) Dr.Krop Ohio State 
Grand Haven (Mich.) Michigan 


Lombard (ll) Montini — Ohio State f 


. Corey Liuget 6-3/260 Hialeah (Fla,) Illinois 


Youngstown (Ohio) Cardinal Mooney Penn State 


. J.B, Shugarts 6-7/299 Klein (Texas) Ohio State 


Trotwood (Ohio) Madison ; Michigan 
Indianapolis (Ind.) Ben Davis “Minnesota 


Dublin (Ohio) Coffman Ohio State 


Youngstown (Ohio) Cardinal Mooney Penn State 


Washington (Pa.) Trinity Senior Penn State 
ali hs Rte aE al 
Toledo (Ohio) Whitmer Michigan 


West Windsor Plainsboro South Michigan ; 
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that he’s one of the best recruiters who also can recruit in a dif- 
ficult situation. The Gophers were awful on the field in 2007, but 
that didn’t ve them from reeling in a top-20 class. 


1E, #: Laying the foundation for the future is 
priority No. 1 or Minnesota, so that’s why landing a quarterback 
was key. The Golden Gophers landed a standout in four-star dual- 
threat quarterback MarQueis Gray. 


SLEEPER: Xzavian Brandon out of Georgia wasn't a 
household name to many colleges that recruit the Peach State, 
but the Gophers love his big-play potential at receiver. 


BOTTOM LINE: Minnesota needed help everywhere 
and it met needs at almost every position, especially on defense. 
Expect to see a lot of the players in this class on the field this fall. 


ILLINDIS lilinois 


OVERVIEW: Ron Zook and Co. continued to make major 
strides on the field, and they did the same thing off the field by 
landing another top-flight class. The Illini did great in the Midwest, 
landing 15 dae! from the region. 

HEADL #: Milledgeville (Ga.) Georgia Military College 
four-star roan chev Hardeman is the type of ball-hawking, 
speedy safety who should excel in the Big Ten. He has a mean 
streak that could help him be a star. 


SLEEPER: \t's hard to call a three-star prospect a sleeper, 
but running back Jason Ford was overshadowed by a lot of other 
talented Illinois players. He’s going to be a good one. 


BOTTOM LINE: \llinois was able to recruit nationally, 
landing players such as defensive tackle Reggie Ellis (Wash- 
ington, D.C.) and wide receiver Alfred Jenkins (Florida). If that 
continues, Zook’s Illini should be near the top of the Big Ten for 
years to come. 


yt 
iy 


OVERVIEW: The Badgers went heavy on defense this 
season and did an exceptional job of loading up on linemen. 
Defensive end Tyler Westphal has a shot to be good, and junior 
college defensive tackle Daniel Moore is expected to help im- 
mediately. 


HEADL 2: Curt Phillips has the tools to help Wiscon- 
sin transition into a true dual-threat quarterback system. Phillips, 
a 6-3, 212-pounder, has a strong arm and could be the Badgers’ 
leader of the future. 

SLEEPER: Miami Country Day defensive tackle Eriks 
Briedis is a raw prospect, but he has a world of potential. He has 
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great strength and could be special if he develops. 


BOTTOM LINE: The defensive line class definitely is 
the foundation, but there also is a solid group of defensive backs 
coming in, highlighted by Kevin Claxton and Marcus Cromartie. 
Dex Jones had a strong senior season and should fit well with 
what the Badgers want from their running backs. Based on this 
Class, there’s no question Wisconsin will be strong on defense in 
the future. 


Penn State 


OVERVIEW: The Nittany Lions stockpiled a lot of 
defensive talent and have one of the top linebacker classes in 
the nation. Along with five-star Brandon Beachum, Penn State 
landed four-star prospects Michael Mauti, Mike Yancich and 
Mike Zordich. 


HEADLINER: Two-way star Brandon Beachum led his 
teem to the Ohio state championship game. While Rivals.com 
projects him to play defense, he could also be a star at running 
back on the next level. 


SLEEPER: Reston (Va.) South Lakes wide receiver 
A.J. Price is a tall, lanky receiver. If he fills out, he has a shot 
at being a major steal for the Nittany Lions. 


BOTTOM LINE: Along with the success at linebacker, 
throw in solid defensive back D’Anton Lynn and it’s a class that 
should help shut down Big Ten offenses in the future. There were 
some misses on offense and that had to be frustrating, but the 
defensive help should be enough to keep Penn State in the upper 
echelon of the Big Ten. 


OVERVIEW: Michigan State did a great job of addressing 
needs all over the field. There is a solid group of talented of- 
fensive linemen coming in, and the needs at linebacker definitely 
were filled. There also is help on the way at wide receiver with 
Fred Smith. 

HEADLINER: Smith has the athletic ability to come in 
and be a star from Day One. Smith, a 6-2, 207-pounder, has been 
clocked as fast as 10.5 in the 100 meters. He led the Detroit Pub- 
lic League in scoring in basketball and dominated on the football 
field as a senior. 

SLEEPER: Ohio linebacker Steve Gardiner's lack of ideal 
height (6-1) might have scared away some teams, but that will be 
something they'll regret later. Gardiner has the potential to be an 
All-Big Ten linebacker. 


Wwwu).LinoyssPoRTs.com 2008 


BIG TEN 
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BOTTOM LINE; Defensive backs Johnny Adams, 
Charles Burrell and Brynden Trawick should give the Spartans 
a ton of depth. Adams drew rave reviews for his performance in 
spring drills. Michigan State's dedication to recruiting the top tal- 
ent in the Midwest — especially in Michigan and Ohio — paid off 
with its best class in a long time. 


OVERVIEW: lowa needed to address holes at the skill po- 


sitions and on the defensive line, and it looks as if the Hawkeyes 
accomplished their mission. The Hawkeyes landed one of the 
best running back classes in the nation, headlined by Nate 
Guillory and Jeff Brinson. Throw in several good defensive 
backs, and the class is solid from top to bottom. 


HEADLINER: Defensive end Riley Reiff committed to 


iowa, switched to Nebraska, then switched back to the Hawkeyes. 


He's one of the best defensive ends in the nation and could see 
the field early. 


SLEEPER: Mentor (Ohio) Lake Catholic defensive end 
Joe Gaglione emerged late and picked up offers from Pittsburgh 
and Indiana before choosing the Hawkeyes. 


BOTTOM LINE: \owa’'s class was one of the best-kept 
secrets in the nation. While the group didn’t rank that high in the 
Big Ten or nationally, there’s plenty of good talent on its way to 
lowa City. It already has been seen what the lowa coaches can 
do with good talent, so watch for this class to be a foundation for 
the Hawkeyes’ future. 


OVERVIEW: This will be a transition year for the Boil- 
ermakers, mainly because the school set in motion a coaching 
change. The Boilermakers hit a few speed bumps because of it, 
but in the end, the class does have a nice group of players who 
really could do some damage in the future. 

HEADLINER: New Berlin (N.Y.) Milford Academy offen- 
sive lineman Ken Plue is one of the top 10 prep school players 
in the nation. He already is on campus. At 6-8, 340 pounds, he 
should be a great anchor for the Boilermakers’ offense. 

SLEEPER: Linebacker Chris Carlino was a lightly 
recruited in-state prospect, but his film shows he has the potential 
to be a star. 

BOTTOM LINE: Look for big things from defensive 
tackle Kawann Short, running back Albert Evans, linebacker 
Derek Jackson and defensive back Kevin Green. That help on 


Purdue 


defense, combined with the addition of a solid line class, should 
help Purdue make another move in the conference. 


Northwestern 


OVERVIEW/: The Wildcats needed to add depth along the 
Offensive line, and they did a tremendous job of filling that hole. 
Along with star lineman Brian Mulroe, guys such as Nick Ad- 
amle, Chuck Porcelli and Jeff Radek are the foundation of this 
class. If they can pave the way for running backs, they also could 
be the foundation for the future. The Wildcats also landed 
a standout linebacker in Brett Nagel. 


HEADLINER: Offensive lineman Brian Mulroe was one 
of the top line sioenects in the Midwest. At 6-6, 265 pounds, he 
might need to add some weight, but the talent is there to play 
early. 


SLEEPER: Dallas South Oak Cliff wide receiver Demetrius 
Fields brings big-play potential to the Wildcats. He was one of the 
top receivers in the always-deep Dallas Metroplex, but for some 
reason many of the top teams in the Big 12 overlooked him. 


BOTTOM LINE: The Wildcats did a great job of filling 
needs, especially on the line. That was a major headache last 
season for Northwestern, and the group of young blockers should 
help quickly. They also addressed some needs on defense. 


u 


OVERVIEW: Indiana made some noise last season on the 
field and was rewarded with a class that is one of its best in some 
time. The Hoosiers were able to reel in three-star prospects such 
as Cortez Smith, Kyle Kozak, Darius Willis, Tyler Adetona 
and Shane Covington. Indiana went offense-heavy in this class, 
signing four potential running backs and a solid group of four 
linemen. 


Inc di a ina 


HEADLINER: Smith was one of the best players in Detroit 
last season. He was overshadowed by several of his highly re- 
cruited teammates, but his coaches at Detroit Cass Tech believed 
Smith could be the best of the bunch. 

SLEEPER: Tandon Doss has the size (6-3, 195 pounds) 
and skill to come in and make an immediate impact at wide 
receiver. 

BOTTOM LINE: While the class might not register high 
on too many national lists, there’s no question Indiana took some 
major strides on the recruiting front. This group should help keep 
the Hoosiers on the right track in the Big Ten. 
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Bceues Continue to Carry the Big Ten Banner 


three-letter word. And all the typical 
talk about conference supremacy has 
become tiring for league coaches. 

The perception around the country is 
that the Big Ten doesn't hold up well 
against the rugged teams of the South, or 
the high-energy offenses of the West. 

“I know there's a lot written about it,” 
said Iowa coach Kirk Ferentz, “but I can 
assure you I don’t burn too much energy 
worrying about what the national percep- 
tion may be.” 

What every Big Ten coach rightfully 
points to is Ohio State’s national title 
game appearances in three of the past six 
seasons, and the fact that when the smoke 
clears each year the conference is well- 
represented in the end-of-season polls. 


I: Big Ten country, “SEC” is a dirty 


Said Ferentz, “I go back to 2002 when 
everyone thought the sky was falling, 
and at the end of that year we had three 
teams in the Top 10 and Ohio State won 
the national title.” 

But Ohio State’s stumbles in the past 
two title games, and the Big Ten’s 3-5 
record during last year's bowl season, 
once again have college football spinsters 
doubting the weight the conference car- 
ries on the national landscape. 

“The world of college football has cycles 
and waves,” said Wisconsin coach Bret 
Bielema. 

“I know for the last three or four years 
everyone has talked about the SEC over 
the Big Ten. We were fortunate to play 
Tennessee last year and unfortunately 
were not able to come away with a win, 


but the year before that we beat Arkansas 
when a lot of people didn’t think we 
could. And the year before that we beat 
Auburn when a lot of people didn’t think 
we could. 

“Tt has a lot of sound-byte to it, and 
it looks good for the talking heads of 
the college football world to discuss, 
but if you put the pure numbers to it 
I think you'll see that it doesn’t add 
up,” said Bielema. 

What does add up is that Ohio State is 
again the overwhelming favorite in the 
Big Ten. 

The Buckeyes have their key skill posi- 
tion players returning, along with the 
core of the offensive line, and one of col- 
lege football's most experienced and tal- 
ented defenses. And, oh yeah, Jim Tressel 
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knows how to handle the pressures that 
come with high expectations. 

“Everyone in this league is chasing Ohio 
State,” admitted third-year Northwestern 
coach Pat Fitzgerald. “Jim and his staff 
have done a tremendous job. After that, 
I think two through eleven is going to be 
competitive.” 

Bielema’s Badgers, Illinois and Penn 
State lead that group of contenders this 
year. 

Wisconsin has a number of key start- 
ers back in the fold, but once again must 
adjust to someone new behind center. 
Penn State is in the same situation in 
that regard, but, like Wisconsin, can com- 
pensate for offensive inexperience with 
a fully stocked defense that is loaded up 
front and in the secondary. 

And, of course, last year's Cinderella 
— Illinois — could be in the thick of the 
hunt. Although Ron Zook did lose running 
back Rashard Mendenhall and linebacker 
J Leman, his once-young playmakers are 
now seasoned juniors and seniors. 

Said Zook of his team’s chances, “The 
guys who are returning, especially last 
year’s freshman class, they have to 
remember how we got here. It didn't 
just happen.” 


Most accurate passer 
Strongest arm 
Best scrambler 


Coolest in the clutch 


Michigan cannot be considered to be its 
usual top-two contender this season, with 
the disappointment of last season and the 
transfer of power from Lloyd Carr to Rich 
Rodriguez. It’s always possible that the 
Wolverines could shock the country ... but 
such a dramatic shift in style generally 
takes at least a year to really take. 

As for this year’s Cinderella, fans might 
want to keep an eye on Michigan State. 
Mark Dantonio did a fine job in his first 
year at East Lansing, and he has enough 
returning talent to take the next step in 
his attempt to restore the Spartans to 
a more competitive level of play. 

Also trying to make progress is 
Minnesota, which suffered through 
a winless conference season in 2007. But, 
as several coaches pointed out, the parity 
of this league and coach Tim Brewster's 
commitment to that program suggest 
the Gophers will not stay at the bottom 
for long. 

Said Indiana's Bill Lynch, “I do think 
Minnesota will jump right back up there 
pretty quick. I know they fell off, but 
there was some transition there and 
I know Coach Brewster and that group has 
recruited very well.” 

— Mike Beacom 


Curtis Painter Purdue 
Curtis Painter _= __ Purdue 


Juice Williams —__ Illinois 
Todd Boeckman, QB Ohio State 


Toughest to bring down 


Chris Wells, RB 


__ Ohio State 


Travis Beckum, TE _ ___Wisconsin 


rian Robiskie, WR _Ohio State 


Best run blocker _ 
Best pass rusher 


HONOR ROLL 


Alex Boone, OT 


Ohio State _ 
Kraig Urbik, OG Wisconsin 


Greg Middleton, DE ___Indiana 


Special teams demon 


Malcolm Jenkins _ Ohio State 


David Gilreath Wisconsin 
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- WE PUSH THE LIMITS 
OF oun PRO ATHLETES AND STUDENT 


| At the St.Vincent Sports Performance Center, our job is to BUEN a 


oy ft Venere find a way to maximize athletic potential. It’s what drives 
Sports Perform ance Geter. us. The same techniques that work for our highest profile 


clients can do amazing things for student-athletes. 

317.415.5747 - sportsperformance.stvincent.org | [hrough strength training, speed development, sports 
psychology and more, we'll help you meet your 

STRONGER. FASTER. HIGHER. goal—even if it's just to earn.a little more playing time. 


August 30 

Illinois vs. Missouri 
Utah at Michigan 
Michigan State at Cal 


September 6 
Oregon State at Penn State 


September 13 

Ohio State at USC 
Michigan at Notre Dame 
Oregon at Purdue 

lowe State at lowa 
Wisconsin at Fresno State 


September 20 
lowa at Pitt 


Notre Dame at Michigan State 


September 27 
Wisconsin at Michigan 
Illinois at Penn State 


October 4 
Ohio State at Wisconsin 
Illinois at Michigan 


October 11 
Penn State at Wisconsin 


October 18 
Michigan at Penn State 
Ohio State at Michigan State 


October 25 

Penn State at Ohio State 
Illinois at Wisconsin 
Michigan State at Michigan 


November 8 
Penn State at lowa 


November 15 
Ohio State at Illinois 
Minnesota at Wisconsin 


November 22 
Michigan at Ohio State 
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Once again, this one will set the tone for both clubs. 


Rich Rodriguez's baptism will be no walk in the park. 
Michigan State will show better than most expect. 


Rebuilding Beavers give Penn State its first test of ‘08. 


The most anticipated game of the early season. 

The history and hype, alone, make this must-see TV. 

Ducks return to Big Ten after crashing Big House last fall, 39-7. 
Good rivalry, but will it exceed last year's 15-13 yawner? 

Pat Hill's club has history of scaring/beating bigger schools. 


lowa travels well out East, takes on dangerous Pitt team. 
Last time Irish visited, Spartans blew 16-point lead. 


The home team has won each of the past four meetings. 
Last time here, PSU had half the yards but twice the points. 


This could be the biggee that decides the Big Ten race. 
Illini gave away last year's game more than Michigan won it. 


Badgers were embarrassed once last season — at Penn State. 


Could Joe Pa finally end his long drought against Michigan? 
Last season, Ohio State almost blew a 24-point lead to MSU. 


Lions have just one offensive TD in past 10 quarters vs. OSU. 
Illini formally arrived with a 31-26 win over Wisconsin in 2007. 
Getting more heated ... six-game State slide could end. 


Prior to last year's loss, Hawkeyes had owned Penn State. 


What's the word OSU fans are thinking ... oh yeah, ‘revenge.’ 
Tim Brewster's Christmas list: socks, cufflinks ... and that darn axe! 


Rodriguez vs. Tressel, Round 1. Get the couch ready. 


Big Ten champ 
BCS (National Title Game if ranked 
No. 1 or No. 2; otherwise 
Rose Bowl vs. Pac-10 champ) 


Big Ten #2 Capital One Bowl vs. SEC 

Big Ten #3 Outback Bowl vs. SEC 

Big Ten #4 Alamo Bowl vs. Big 12 

Big Ten #5 Champs Sports Bowl vs. ACC 
Big Ten #6 Insight Bowl vs. Big 12 

Big Ten #7 Motor City Bowl vs. MAC 
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A Better Experience Lives Hera 


AROUND THE BIG TEN 


Spreading the Field ... and 


ich Rodriguez's arrival did not merely 

change the face of Michigan football — 

it furthered the Big Ten trend of shift- 
ing to spread-oriented offenses. 

Most of the league’s programs now fea- 
ture the multifaceted attack, forcing defen- 
sive adjustments in personnel and game- 
planning. 

Tim Brewster, who favors a more physi- 
cal version of the revolutionary offense at 
Minnesota, admits his attempts to rebuild the 
defense have revolved around finding those 
able to defend against the spread. 

“We've changed the profile and athleticism 
of our defense,” Brewster said. 

“With eight of 11 teams in the Big Ten being 
spread teams, you have to be able to have 
athletes play in space. Where you get into prob- 
lems with the spread is that it forces you to 
cover the field horizontally and vertically, and 
so you've got to have guys who are athletes, 
and you've got to have pass rushers.” 

One of the few traditional offenses is 


Wisconsin, but coach Bret Bielema prefers to 
look at being in the minority as a positive. 
“Now, we're a unique preparation,” Bielema 
said, “and hopefully that means that other 
teams will have a more difficult time prepar- 


ing for us.” 


Expecting the Unexpected 

Last year, Indiana ended the conference's 
longest bowl drought by qualifying for the 
Insight Bowl on New Year's Eve. 

Now, some speculate whether the large 
turnover in Ann Arbor, both in staff and 
players, could end the conference's longest 
bowl streak. Michigan has qualified for post- 
season action every year since 1974, when Bo 
Schembechler’s Wolverines finished 10-1 but 
were denied the Rose Bowl due to a 12-10 loss 
to Woody Hayes’ Buckeyes. 

It might be far fetched to think this year’s 
Wolverines will not scrape together enough 
wins to become bowl eligible. But crazier 
things have happened, such as Northwestern's 


the Style 


unlikeliest of rises to the Rose Bowl back in 
1995, Ohio State’s fallen season of 1999, and 
the Hoosiers’ glorious run to the postseason 
only a season ago. 


Purdue Instills Hope in the Future 

How much goes into a coach's decision to 
retire? Apparently, these days, a lot. 

Purdue's Joe Tiller announced he will step 
down as the Boilermakers’ coach following this 
season. 

The delayed approach to the process is 
nothing new, though; it’s something Barry 
Alvarez did at the University of Wisconsin 
three years ago with encouraging results. 
His successor, Bret Bielema, was given a full 
year to transition, while Alvarez was allowed 
a proper farewell. 

Was easing his replacement’s transitional 
period the thrust in Tiller’s decision, or was it 
the attraction of having a graceful exit? 

“Both,” he said. “Barry did it and it worked 
well at Wisconsin, and (long-time basketball) 


Big Ten Four-Year Standings 


Ohio State, by virtue of its 4-0 record vs. Michigan during this snapshot, edges out the Wolverines in conference winning percentage 
(and in plenty of other areas, too). Once a 4-4 league record in 2004 comes off the books in next season's four-year standings, the Buckeyes’ 


dominance will become even clearer. 


With Michigan State, Illinois and Indiana breaking into the postseason last year, every team in the league has been to at least one bowl 


in the past four years. 

Team B10 Pet. 

Ohio State 

Michigan 25-7 781 
Wisconsin 

lowa 18-14 563 

Pom state 1814S 
Northwestern 15-17 469 
Purdue 15-17 469 
Michigan State 10-22 313 21 
Indiana 8-24 250 

Mlinois 

Note: M=Major Bowl (BCS); B=Bowls 


36-14 


13-28 404 0 0 1 


Al Pet. 


+ Looking for fourth straight BCS bow! appearance. 


720 1 2 4 
ORs are 
592 1 on 153 


Tear 
ft <o4 


468 0 1 


487 0 0 1 


(570 0 0 Bly 8-5 in Jeague twice in the past three years. 
At least a bowl in ‘07 offers reason for optimism. 


Will results change in either direction? 
~ No Big Ten ti, but 40 wins in four seasons. 
Uh-oh ... one game over .500 in past three years. 
Continuing to bounce back: 28 wins in three years. 
One bow! in four years isn’t much to shout about. 
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coach (Gene) Keady did it here. It seemed like 
a sensible approach. 

“In-house, it’s something we've been talking 
about for a while. It made sense if we found the 
right person, and I think we have.” 

The right man Tiller is referring to is 
Danny Hope, who was with Tiller at Wyoming 
and Purdue before accepting the job to coach 
at Eastern Kentucky. Hope will serve as 
the Boilermakers’ associate head coach this 
season. 

Said Tiller: “We needed a guy who knew 
Purdue football. He’s someone I'm very com- 
fortable with and confident in.” 

Hope can ease his way into the job, able to 
spend the 2008 season working with the offen- 
sive linemen and assessing the personnel and 
staff. Similar succession plans are under way at 
Kentucky and Florida State. 

“What you don’t want to do in transition is 
take a step backward,” Tiller said. 

“That didn’t happen at Wisconsin; it didn’t 
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happen with our basketball program, and I 
don’t think it will happen with our football 
program, either.” 


Notable 

e The public wants Penn State. At least 
that’s what can be gathered by the confer- 
ence’s April announcement of its upcoming 
national television schedule. Of the five Big 
Ten games to appear in a prime time slot at 
the time of the announcement, four included 
the Nittany Lions. 

e Since the BCS was implemented, only 
Florida State (1999-2001) has qualified for 
three straight title games. Should Ohio State 
qualify this year, they would join the Seminoles 
on that list, and also become college foot- 
ball’s only school with a total of four BCS 
Championship Game invitations. 

¢ Buckeye James Laurinaitis is the coun- 
try’s only returning two-time All-American. 
Should the linebacker be named for a third 


straight year he’d become just the eighth 
player in Ohio State history to accomplish 
the feat, joining Chic Harley, Wes Fesler, Lew 
Hinchman, Merle Wendt, Archie Griffin, Tom 
Skladany and Mike Doss. 

Kirk Ferentz will coach his 150th game in 
an Oct. 11 trip to Bloomington. Before taking 
the head job at Iowa, Ferentz spent three sea- 
sons as the coach of Maine. 

¢ Another potential milestone: Purdue quar- 
terback Curtis Painter needs 3,030 yards to 
break Drew Brees’ conference career mark of 
11,792. Painter is also within reach of several 
other career marks. 

¢ Three people with Big Ten ties will be 
inducted into the College Football Hall of Fame 
in December. They are former Ohio State coach 
John Cooper, former Minnesota head coach Lou 
Holtz (whose greatest fame came elsewhere) 
and former Northwestern star linebacker Pat 
Fitzgerald, who is entering his third season as 
the Wildcats coach. 
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QUARTERBACKS J 


{ \Y aol Wisconsin and Penn State are \ 

replacing their quarterbacks, just another 
reason why Ohio State is a step, or two, ahead of the 
rest of the league. 

The Buckeyes brought in the nation’s most heralded 
prospect — Terrelle Pryor — who is expected to 
play an immediate role and add a dash of spice to the 
Offense. Ohio State already knows it can win behind 
efficient game manager Todd Boeckman, who will 
only get better after gaining a full year of experience. 

Purdue owns the Big Ten’s most accomplished 
passer in Curtis Painter, but as Boilermakers coach 
Joe Tiller pointed out, “What's amazing is that, even 
at the local level, people don’t talk about him, and 
he's positioned to break Kyle Orton’s and Drew 
Brees’ records.” 

Illinois and Indiana both return their athletic 
quarterbacks — Juice Williams and Kellen Lewis, 
respectively — but what gives Illinois the slight edge 
is that it has a very capable backup in Eddie McGee. 
Still, if the debate were solely between Williams and 
Lewis (suspended in spring), Indiana might get to 
switch spots. 

“Lewis is the most athletic quarterback in the con- 
ference — even more athletic than Williams, in my 
opinion,” Tiller said. “And he does more for his team 
than any quarterback in the league.” 


“9, Michigan > 


RECEIVERS > ' 
/ hio State has the most polished receiv- ' 


ing group, led by the returning trio of Brian 
Robiskie, Brian Hartline and Ray Small. Without as 
much flash, they put up similar numbers to the previ- 
ous year’s unit, which featured two first-round NFL 
Draft picks. 

Opponents took notice of lowa last season, when 
its deep crop of receivers stepped forward due to 
injury — one after another — and performed well. 
Andy Brodell, Trey Stross and Derrell Johnson- 


Illinois could be special, and earns points for out- 
standing sophomore Arrelious Benn, who will once 
again line up in a variety of sets designed to keep 
defenses guessing. 

Penn State loves its crew of seniors — Deon Butler, © 
Derrick Williams and Jordan Norwood. They certainly 
have the potential to push higher on this list. 

._» | Things just don't seem quite right at Wide Receiver 
U, where Michigan is in search of the right weapons 

to fit Rich Rodriguez's system. Early exits from Mario 
Manningham and Adrian Arrington have left the 
‘Wolverines without an elite player at the position for 
10. Michigan St. the first time since ... well, a really, really long time. 
Wisconsin's receiving corps is young and 
unproven — but talented. Travis Beckum is the best 
TW. Indiana pass-catching tight end in the country. 


RATING THE BIG TEN 


Koulianos all have tremendous potential. Pt 


( RUNNING BACKS i : 
isconsin has no shortage of talented run- | 


| Wine backs. When P.J. Hill suffered an injury 
last year, Lance Smith (at home games only) and NY " 
freshman Zach Brown stepped forward. Now that Hill 
‘is healthy, and Smith is able to play a full schedule, 
| watch out. And to sweeten the pot, 2007 prized 
recruit John Clay is turning heads. Ho 
“The problem we have at running back is a great 
problem to have,” coach Bret Bielema said “We 
believe competition brings out the best in people, 
and (P.J.) realizes that if he wants the touches, 
~ he needs to be able to execute.” 
Ohio State should have no trouble moving the 
football on the ground with Heisman candidate Chris 
“Beanie” Wells, who rushed for 1,609 yards and 15 
touchdowns while playing through injuries last year. 
~The Buckeyes can turn with confidence to backups. 
Michigan loses Mike Hart, but has Brandon Minor 
and Carlos Brown, plus Kevin Grady is back healthy. 
___ It's a potentially potent trio for Rich Rodriguez's 
ey _ ground-based spread offense. 
Michigan State's Javon Ringer, who rushed for 
1,447 yards last season, may be the second-best 
back in the Big Ten. 


' OFFENSIVE LINE 7 
* _— J n polling Big Ten coaches about the best return- ' 


| ing offensive lines this year, the usual schools 
were mentioned at the top (well, maybe except for 
~ Michigan). Ohio State tops them all, especially with 
__aleft side that includes tackle Alex Boone and guard h 

» Steve Rehring. } 
Wisconsin has several versatile linemen, most 
notably Kraig Urbik, who might be one of the nation’s 
most underrated linemen. John Moffitt will assume 
“full contro! of the center spot, and left tackle Gabe 
Carimi should grow in his second year in the lineup. 

lowa coach Kirk Ferentz believes his now-veteran 
Hy) line, which struggled in the running game and in 
pass protection last season, will be the strength 
of his offense this fall. “The good news for us on 
offense is that we have our line back and healthy,” 
Ferentz said. “We have a lot of guys who have some — 
game experience. Now the question is whether they 
can take a step in terms of production and make that 
experience work in their favor.” 

Fans can always count on Michigan being strong 
up front, but the team must overcome a couple of 
devastating departures — No. 1 overall draft pick 
Jake Long and Justin Boren, who transferred to 
Ohio State. 
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DEFENSIVE LINE 


ow good are the defensive lines in the Big 
Ten? Well, listing Ohio State fifth seems blas- 
phemous, and putting Indiana at No. 7, knowing it 
’ possesses the league's most talented pass rusher, 
_ doesn’t seem right, either. 
But top to bottom, all of the league’s fronts are 
solid, and so the door for argument is wide open. 
Penn State's line is intact, which is good news for 
a defense that will try to replace two key holes at 
linebacker. Maurice Evans could very well develop 
into the league's top end, and underrated Josh 
Gaines is at the opposite end. A deep rotation at 
tackle will help the Lions be one of the best against 
the run — again. 
"Wisconsin is excited about the development of 
its two interior linemen — Mike Newkirk and Jason 
Chapman — and has a blossoming Big Ten star 
_ in sophomore end Kirk DeCremer. Senior Matthew 
Shaughnessy is an effective three-down end whose 
best football is yet to be seen. 
Michigan should be very sound as long as Terrance 
Taylor and Tim Jamison play up to their potential. 
The Hawkeyes’ strength lies in their defensive tackle 
tandem of Mitch King and Matt Kroul, but ends Adrian 
___ Clayborn and Christian Ballard got ample experience 
toward the end of last season as well. 


Wr perhaps the league's top cover corner, 
Malcolm Jenkins, and experienced bodies at 
__ Safety (Kurt Coleman and Anderson Russell), Ohio 
State owns the top secondary in the conference. 

. And that doesn’t even include cornerback Donald 

~ Washington and safety Jamario O'Neal, both of 
"whom are expected to be on the field this fall follow- 


___ ing spring suspensions. 


As talented as the Buckeyes will be there this year, 
coaches and fans can't stop applauding the Illinois 
defensive backs. 

_ “Their secondary is outstanding,” said Minnesota 
coach Tim Brewster, mentioning touted junior 

college transfer Donsay Hardeman and junior cor- 
nerback Vontae Davis, a projected first-round pick. 
“Coach Zook has upgraded the athleticism of their 
football team, and you really see it in the secondary.” 

Of course, Michigan must not be ignored. Though 
the Wolverines did lose safety Jamar Adams, they 


— bring back three starters, including cornerback 


_ Morgan Trent and sophomore corner Donovan 
Warren, who probably is building toward All-America 
status some day. 

Penn State has a seasoned secondary. Safety 


__ Anthony Scirrotto has been around for what seems 


like an eternity, and the supporting cast is going to 


"make Penn State a difficult team to move the ball 


\ against. 
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Check Out the No. Is; No Wonder Buckeyes are Favored 


hio State returns James Laurinaitis, who 
controls the middle of the field as well as any 


_ linebacker in the country, and Marcus Freeman, 


whose athleticism coupled with his experience make 
him one of the conference's best. 
Add in Curtis Terry, the likely strongside starter 


— and sprinkle in backups Austin Spitler and Ross 


Homan — and the Buckeyes leave no doubt about 
this position. 
For Wisconsin, the returning trio of Jonathan 


: Casillas, DeAndre Levy and Elijah Hodge will help 


determine the team’s level of success this season. 
Said Badger coach Bret Bielema, “We hopefully 


can rely on them to be the strength of our defense. 


Overall, they weren't happy with how they performed 
last year.” Bielema has high expectations for young- 
sters Culmer St. Jean and Jaevery McFadden. 

Michigan and lowa both graduated standouts at 
linebacker, but both schools do an excellent job of 
re-stocking the shelves, and 2008 figures to be busi- 
Ness as usual in that regard. 

Penn State drops in the rankings due to the gradu- 
ation of Dan Connor and the spring knee injury to 
would-be preseason All-American Sean Lee. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


| Ye can't put a price tag on having an experi- 
enced kicking and return game. Just ask Jim 
Tressel how much he values having kicker Ryan 
Pretorius, punter A.J. Trapasso and dangerous 
return men Ray Small and Brian Hartline. 
Last season Pretorius proved effective from 


_ beyond 40 yards (six of seven), while Trapasso 


received postseason award consideration from both 


_ the Big Ten coaches and media. Hartline returned 


one punt for a score, while Small helped on both 
punts and kicks (and it's not as if Ohio State lacks 
for other capable returners, as well). 

Indiana was very pleased with Austin Starr, who 
was named the media’s first-team kicker last year. 
Starr made a 49-yarder in the final minute to help the 
Hoosiers beat Purdue in the regular-season finale, 
and he missed just two of 23 attempts. 

The Hoosiers also have an ace up their sleeve 
whenever return man Marcus Thigpen is in position 
to run with the football in open space. 

One special teams unit not to be forgotten is Tim 
Brewster's group at Minnesota. The punting game 
should be very strong with Justin Kucek, and the 
return unit should be much improved. 
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THE RACE 

Ohio State started 10-0 and was unbeaten in six conference games 
heading into a Nov. 10 home game against Illinois. At that point, the 
Buckeyes had outscored its six Big Ten foes by a combined score of 
210-72. A week earlier, they had tossed around 19th-ranked Wisconsin 
in the second half to surge to a 38-17 victory. 

The top-ranked Buckeyes had won 20 conference games in a row, 

a Big Ten record. 

Who could stop them? 

The Illini? Sure, they were in the midst of a comeback season, but 
they didn’t have 20 conference victories in the entire decade. 

But on that day, Illinois quarterback Juice Williams threw for four 
touchdown passes and helped the Illini gain 400 yards against one of 
the nation’s finest defenses. Ohio State fell 28-21, but the Buckeyes 
were still one game up on the Illini in the conference race. 

Ohio State just needed to take care of business against Michigan a 
week later ... and did so with a 14-3 victory to clinch the Big Ten title. 


THE CHAMPION 

Ohio State dropped to seventh in the rankings after the loss to 
Illinois and was “likely headed to the Rose Bowl,” according to the 
AP game story. The Buckeyes then sat back and watched upset after 
upset. When the craziness was done, Ohio State, with its one loss, was, 
improbably, back at No. 1. 

The Buckeyes actually arrived a year ahead of schedule, nicely transi- 
tioning out of the Troy Smith era. They had lost eight players to the NFL 
Draft, including a pair of first-round receivers (Ted Ginn and Anthony 
Gonzalez), but Ohio State showed it doesn’t need time to reload. 

Todd Boeckman was a steady game manager at quarterback; Chris 
“Beanie” Wells emerged at running back; and linebacker James 
Laurinaitis led a more-experienced unit that ranked first in the nation 
in scoring defense and total defense. 

A second consecutive loss in the BCS title game to an SEC school — 
this time, 38-24 to LSU — soured the experience ... but the Buckeyes 
also showed they aren’t going away any time soon. 


THE STARS 

Offensive Player of the Year: Rashard Mendenhall, RB, Illinois 

Mendenhall emerged as a force as a junior, powerful between the 
tackles and able to burst past second-level defenders. He rushed for 
1,681 yards, averaging 6.4 per carry, and scored 19 total touchdowns. 


Mendenhall then bolted to the NFL and was a first-round pick. 
Defensive Player of the Year: James Laurinaitis, LB, Ohio State 


There’s not much he hasn’t already won, including the 2006 Nagurski 
Award as the nation’s top defender and the 2007 Butkus Award as the 
best linebacker. In total control from his middle linebacker spot, he led 


the nation’s top-rated defense with 121 tackles. 
Coach of the Year: Ron Zook, Illinois 


Zook’s savvy recruiting efforts — which netted key players such as 
running back Rashard Mendenhall, cornerback Vontae Davis, quarter- 
back Juice Williams and receiver Arrelious Benn, among others — paid 
off with a 9-4 record and a Rose Bowl appearance in his third year. 


THE BOWLS 

The Big Ten placed an impressive eight teams in bowl games, 
although it lost five of them ... including two big BCS appearances. The 
highlight for the league had to be the way Michigan outlasted Florida 
and sat on Heisman Trophy winner Tim Tebow, while sending out coach 
Lloyd Carr as a winner. Ohio State’s 14-point loss in the BCS title game 
was more one-sided than the score might indicate. 
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BIG TEN YEAR IN REVIELW 


ALL-BIG TEN TERM 


(as selected by the league coaches) 
OFFENSE - First Team 
QB Chad Henne Michigan 


RB Rashard Mendenhall Illinois 
RB__Chris “Beanie” Wells Ohio State_ 


OFFENSE - Second Team 

QB Kellen Lewis Indiana 
RB Mike Hart Michigan 
RB_ Javon Ringer Michigan State_ 


WR James Hardy Indiana. += WR_Devin Thomas Michigan State_ 
WR_ Mario Manningham Michigan WR_Dorien Bryant Purdue 
TE Travis Beckum Wisconsin © TE Dustin Keller Purdue 
C___A.Q. Shipley Penn State C___ Ryan McDonald Illinois 


OL Martin O'Donnell Ilinois 
OL_Adam Kraus__ Michigan 


0G Rich Ohmberger Penn State 
OG Kraig Urbik _Wisconsin 


‘OT JakeLong Michigan. «= OT _Xavier Fulton Illinois 
OT__Kirk Barton _ Ohio State OT Alex Boone Ohio State 
‘PK Taylor Mehlhaff Wisconsin. © PK Austin Starr —__ Indiana 


DEFENSE - First Team 
DL__ Greg Middleton Indiana 


DEFENSE - Second Team 
DL_ Terrance Taylor Michigan 


DL_Mitch king ____lowa_ ‘DL Jonal Saint-Dio Michigan State 
Leta Purdue DL_VernonGholston Ohio State 
DL_Maurice Evans __Penn State —1.__Matt Shaughnessy _Wisconsin_ 


U 


BJ Leman __ Illinois ‘LB Shawn Grable Michigan 
LB James Laurnais Ohio State. 1 Marcus Freeman _Ohio State 
LB Dan Connor penn State= § LB Sean Lee Penn State 


DB Jack keg wuonu Wisconsin 


DB _Jamar Adams Michigan 
DB Dominique Barber Minnesota 


P Jeremy Boone __Penn State. =p Ken DeBauche __ Wisconsin 
THE STANDINGS 
Big Ten WL PCT. PF PA We sPCT sOPFSPA 
Ohio State 7-1 = B75 25 103 11-2 = B46 408 166 
‘Minis = G2 750,221,157 HZ 362288 
Michigan 5-3 625203148} 82354278 
‘Wisconsin =» «55-3625, 215-212, Oh 383 3T 
Penn State 4-4 = §=500 204 177 9-4 _ 692 394 228 
lowa oh S00 1391790022225 
Purdue 35 375213228 BSI MB 35 
‘Indiana 3453752082437 OB ITO. 
ichigan State 3-5 .375 278 260 7-6 538 430 346 
Northwestem 3-5 375 207 «30768500310 372 
Minnesota 0-8 000 183 304 1-11 = .083 315 440 


BCS title game LSU 38, Ohio State 24 


Rose USC 49, Illinois 17 

Outback Tennessee 21, Wisconsin 17 

Capital One Michigan 41, Florida 35 

Alamo Penn State 24, Texas A&M 17 
Champs Sports Boston College 24, Michigan State 21 
Insight Oklahoma State 49, Indiana 33 
Motor City Purdue 51, Central Michigan 48 
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News doesn’t sleep. 


For over 25 years, Lindy’s has been bringing you the best 
preseason guides to your favorite sports. 
Now, Lindy’s is proud to present www.lindyssports.com — 
the sports annual that never sleeps. 


Voted The Wall Street Journal’s “Most Accurate Preseason Magazine” in 2006, Lindy’s Sports Annuals 
proudly brings you www.lindyssports.com. Rest easy knowing you have the most current, accurate 
information out there with interactive features to keep you in the game. 


Tune in 24 hours a day, 7 days a week for the latest information on college, NFL and fantasy football, 
Major League Baseball, college and professional hoops and even NCAA cheerleaders. You can also 
participate in our polls, forums and contests or pick up current and back issues of our magazines. 


Le Pua 


~ For advertising information visit www.lindyssports.com or email Lyn Scarborough at lynscarb@msn.com. 
2100 Centennial Drive, Suite 100, Birmingham, AL 35216 (205)871-1182 
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BY MIKE LUCAS 


uarterback «Curt ‘ Phillips. under- 
i ) standably felt like a freshman in 


his first spring practice at Wisconsin. 


~ But not just like a college-freshman making 


the transition from high school — he said it 


_»- felt more like a high school freshman making 


the, transition to the varsity. 

“You get called up and youre playing 
with the big kids,” Phillips observed, “and 
everybody seems so much bigger and fast- 


er. It’s just-a big adjustment and a com- 


pletely different game than what you're 
used to playing.” 
Phillips is part of a growing trend in. col- 


lege football, as. more and more athletes 
_ ‘are graduating. from high school early and 


enrolling in college for the second semes- 
ter of the school year, More than 100 play- 


_» ers enrolled in major conference schools'in 
» the spring.; 


Twenty-four players followed that path 


~~ into the Big Ten’this past spring, including 


~~ ‘seven at Illinois. and six at Ohio: State, 


Phillips is one’ of three ‘early enrollees. at 
~ Wisconsin, joining offensive lineman Jake 
Current and tight end Jake Byrne: 


“The first week of practice, you could tell 
that they were a little overwhelmed,” said 


’ * Badger head coach Bret Bielema..“They, each 
_ had. their eyes going every which way; and 


their heads were swimming.” 
Phillips, for‘one, did not tur. 18 ‘until the 


. day after the spring intrasquad’ game. Yet, 


Bielema said he was encouraged by the way 
Phillips, Current and Byme performed in 


’ ’ their apprenticeships, on and Off the field, 


“T was very pleased not only with their 


. + football growth, but especially with their 
academic and social growth,” Bielema said.” 
We really put a lot of thought into their 
scheduling and\ how they were adjusting 


the first few weeks on campus.” 


Current says he’ never felt like anyone 


“was “throwing him under the bus.” But he 
‘did encounter some culture shock in tran- 
~~ sitioning from the tranquility of his home- 


: town (Troy, Ohio) to, the size and ithe bustle 
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{ORE PRE-FRESHMEN 
ARE CETTING A HEAD START 


of the Madison campus, 

“Thad. to learn howto ride a bus,” 
Current admitted sheepishly. 

“Thad never ridden on a city bus in my 
life. And I was scared ‘the’ first day that 
I had to get.on the bus with;my route map 
in hand. The first week, I also got lost on 
State Street (the main campus thorough- 
fare) for a good. half-hour. It. took me 
awhile to figure out the terrain.” 

Going through such a freshman orienta- 
tion in the spring was partiof the draw and 
the incentive to graduate from: high school 


early, That should» allow: for a ‘imuch — 


smoother ‘transition in the fall when the 
Badgers. reconvene for their’ Mek 
training camp. 


“My goal was to get here early, go fanfough 


spring practice and get used to everything,” 
said Phillips, a dual-threat quarterback from 


Sullivan South High School in. Kingsport, 
Tenn. “Once you figure out what's going On, 


everything slows down.” 

Although his prep exploits have. dtawn 
comparisons to Florida’s Tim Tebow, the 6-3, 
211-pound Phillips was: allowed:to compete 
at his own pace. By. comparison, Byme was 
thrown fight into the ‘mix -at tight end 
because ‘of spring injuries tothe bell cows, 
Travis Beckum and Garrett Graham: Both 
aré coming off shoulder surgery. 

“Yd do-it-again,” Byrne said of his deci- 
sion to give up the second semester of his 
senior ‘year of high school to, compete at 
the college level: 

Byrne: is from Rogers, Ark., where the 
first. Wal-Mart opened in.1962, His dad, 
Jeff, who worked for the department store 
chain, was raised as a Cheesehead in 
Shullsburg, Wis. 

“| wouldn't say I miss anything about 
high school,” said Byrne who did miss his 
prom, which fell on the same day’ as the 
spring game. “My senior year.(in Rogers) 
was pretty easy and I didn’t have much'to 


do. That’s why I kind of wanted to get out 
‘of high school early and try new things.” 4 
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4 from the standpoint my last 
rer in high school was so much fun,” 
* Bielema said, “Proms were invented for a 
reason: “And-alt the activities that go into 
» your ‘senior, year are pretty special-in your 
“historye And it’s something that you can't 
get back once you give it up.” 
As’a trade-off, “What.it gives them is an 
extra semester. Now, you're talking about 
fivé'and one-half years, whether. they play 
a$ a/true freshman next year or not. It’s 
another Seméster of hearing and under- 
‘standing and being in-our. program. 
“As ahead coach, I really like it because 
ist “it gives: eg a huge competitive edge for 
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SPRING FORWARD 


A growing number of players are graduating from high school early to enroll in col- 
lege for the spring semester and get the benefit of spring practice. This development 
is most noticeable in the major conferences with the SEC, Big 12, ACC and Big Ten 


Illinois (7) and Ohio State (6). 
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ILLINOIS 


Mikel LeShoure, at 6-0, 240 pounds, can push 
back tacklers and is expected to be part of 
the group that replaces star running back 
Rashard Mendenhall. — 


Washington, D. 0h 


‘Akson, Ohio 


INDIANA 

A.J. Thompson is a 300-pound guard who will 
have plenty of time to learn behind a still- 
young line. Kyle Kozak arrived early from 
prep school, 
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MICHIGAN 
Darryl Stonum will contribute immediately in 


' Rich Rodriguez's spread offense. He was rated the 


nation’s Ep Sevonhhess receiver by Rivals.com. 


_ each having at least 20 early enrollees. The Big Ten had 24 such players, led by — 


MICHICAN STATE 

After going through spring, both of Michigan 
State’s early enrollees figure on the depth — 
chart as immediate backups. 


Tyler Hoover DE Novi, Mich. 
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OHIO STATE 


Ohio State’s freshman focus will be on quarter- 
back Terrelle Pryor, who arrives in the fall, but 
the three talented offensive linemen in this 
class will push for spots in the rotation and are it 
valuable insurance in case of injuries. i 


Andrew Sweat LB Washington, Pa 
PENN STATE 

Brandon Beachum rushed for 55 yards on — 
seven carries in the Blue-White game, and will 
be an option behind Evan Royster. Michael — 
Mauti, a high school linebacker, is projected — 
asa spoteapet oe ee safety. 
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PURDUE 
The Boilermakers’ one early addition ended 
spring as the eats! sa se 


WISCONSIN 

The most likely contributor of this group is © 
Jake Current, who was the No. 2 left guard in 
the spring and could figure in the hie at 
either anes SBpF 
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BY MICHAEL ROTHSTEIN 


‘A MUD, TLE COACH CHARLIE? 


AND WEIS IS TRUSTING ASSISTANTS — EVEN TO CALL THE PLAYS 


Terrail Lambert had no idea Charlie 
Weis was in the meeting room at first, so 
when the coach's sarcastic, New Jersey- 
accented voice boomed from the back of 
the room, Lambert and the rest of the 
Notre Dame defensive backs straightened 
up in their seats. 

“He just kind of appeared out of thin 
air,” Lambert said. “That was what got us 
more than anything — we didn’t know he 
was in there.” 

After all, this had been a rare occur- 
rence. As the head coach, Weis also had 
been the de-facto offensive coordinator, 
calling the plays and focusing his atten- 
tion on the offense — and even more 
specifically, the starting quarterback. 

Weis spending time with the defense? 
_ Strange as it sounds, seeing more of 
Weis has been commonplace for all of 
Notre Dame's players leading up to the 
2008 season. 

Going through an evaluation of every- 
thing in Notre Dame’s football program 
following the most disastrous season of 
Weis’ career — and a stunningly low 
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point for the Irish as well — he decided 
he needed a coaching makeover. 

He changed almost everything. 

Weis, who in the past rarely had posi- 
tion groups to his house, made sure to 
have every group over for dinner in the 
offseason. He became more approachable. 
He showed a softer side that most of his 
Trish players didn’t even know he had. 

And he's hoping the kinder, cuddlier 
Weis will be a part of helping to change 
the bad aura surrounding his team after 
the 3-9 meltdown of 2007, which was 
marred by quarterback indecision, shoddy 
offensive line play, 38-0 blowout losses to 
Michigan and USC ... and the school’s 
first loss to Navy since 1963. 

In speaking with former players and 
coaches, Weis sought a new ‘perspective 
— that his approach with an experienced 
team like he had his first two seasons in 
South Bend wouldn't work with players 
less than two years removed from their 
senior prom. 

“T played a lot more younger guys 
(in 2007) and I think in self-evaluation, 


I don’t think the freshmen and sopho- 
mores are really quite ready for the full 
load, so to speak,” Weis said, adding that 
he expects to do the same this season. 

“They're still going to be freshmen. 
They're not going to change. (I've) got to 
be the one that changes.” 

While Weis made a big deal about being 
approachable — and Notre Dame's players 
say he has been — it wasn’t a far-reach- 
ing shift. He didn’t become a buddy-bud- 
dy player's coach overnight. 

It came in more subtle ways, and the 
point was to create trust and accountabil- 
ity throughout the Irish football program 
so the players would eventually view mis- 
takes as letting the team down instead of 
another opportunity for Weis to unleash 
his Jersey sarcasm on another unsuspect- 
ing player. 

He tried to make Notre Dame into 
a family — and not a dysfunctional 
one like in 2007. 

“It’s more like a little turn to the 
left,” fifth-year senior defensive end 
Justin Brown said, trying to explain the 
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Notre Dame's 2007 offense, which featured 
true freshman quarterback Jimmy Clausen 
and was young almost everywhere, fell off to 
almost half of the yardage total of Charlie 
Weis's first Irish team. Here are Weis’ first 
three years at Notre Dame: 


YEAR RECORD YDS/G PTS/G 
2005 9-3 477.3 36.7 
COMMENT: Irish were fourth nationally in 
passing (330.3 yards per game). 
2006 10-3 389.8 31.0 
cOMMENT: QB Brady Quinn third in Heisman 
voting; was fourth in 2005. 
2007 3-9 242.3 16.4 
COMMENT: Growing pains for Irish, who return 


change in Weis. 

“He just showed us a different side of 
himself, I guess. He tried to show us more 
of himself, and like he can learn who we 
are, we can learn who he is — create that 
dependency that a family has.” 

Often in families, the toughest thing is 
letting go — which is probably the most 
drastic change Weis has made. 

He announced in February he'd give 
play-calling duties to Michael Haywood, 
the running backs coach who before this 
season had been offensive coordinator in 
title, but not in job. 

“The plan is cut the first cord, then 
cut the second cord, then cut it alto- 
gether,” Weis said of stepping away from 
the play-calling. 

He said his goal is that he would get to 
the point of interjecting an idea into the 
process, “rather than me sit there and say 
here's what we're doing.” 

Tt will be the first time since 1997, 
when Weis was a wide receivers coach 
with the New York Jets, that he won't call 
the offensive plays. Considering that Weis 
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has often said his biggest strength as a 
coach is calling plays and trying to out- 
scheme opposing coaches, this was not an 
easy decision. 

But in order for him to develop as 
a head coach, he acknowledges he had 
to stop being an offensive coordinator. 

“Tt gives me a better chance to be 
a better head coach,” Weis said. 

“And I trust the offensive staff. I trust 
Michael and the offensive staff that they'll 
do a good job doing it. And if they do 
a good job as an offensive staff and I can 
do a better job as an offensive coach, it 
gives us a better chance of winning.” 

Weis and Haywood seemed happy with 
the transition. A couple days before a 
spring scrimmage, Weis pointed out to 
Haywood three different plays he could 
call in a 2nd-and-1 situation. 

Then during the scrimmage, Haywood 
faced 2nd-and-1 three times, and, not 
surprisingly, called all three of Weis’ play 
suggestions. 

“It’s a learning experience for me,” 
Haywood said, “and at the same time, 


nine offensive starters in ‘08. 


LEFT: Head coach Charlie Weis talks 
with quarterback Jimmy Clausen dur- 
ing the game against the Boston 
College Eagles. 


it’s a learning experience for the players 
because they come over to the sidelines 
and it's like ‘OK, if we get into a short- 
yardage situation in this series, this is 
what we're going to do. 

“They'll pick it up. They have a founda- 
tion they can build upon and it’s worked 
really well.” 

Haywood calling the plays also gives 
offensive coaches more credibility with 
players, giving them another coach to lis- 
ten to as Weis evaluates the entire team. 

It all has left Weis confident in his new 
approach. And by the end of spring, it 
left Haywood confident in his ability to 
call plays to Weis’ liking. 

“Tm never happy, but I'm content because 
you don’t know when you're making this 
drastic of a change if the ebb and flow is 
going to proceed fairly well,” Weis said. 

“I've been content with how that's 
taken place.” 

This experiment just might be more 
important than any single thing Weis does. 
Sometimes, a world of change can be 

good for you. = 


Nee 
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[LLINDIS FIGHTING ILLINI ILLINOIS 


s it possible that Illinois can lose the 

Big Ten Player of the Year — tailback 
Rashard Mendenhall — and its most im- 
portant defensive player — tough, smart 
middle linebacker J Leman — and be bet- 
ter this year? 

You better believe it. 

The team returns 15 starters, includ- 
ing quarterback Juice Williams and re- 
ceiver Arrelious Benn, who was the Big 
Ten Freshman of the Year. And while the 
tailback job is up in the air heading into 
fall camp, the Illini have four intrigu- 
ing candidates, including two incoming 
freshmen, as recruiting wizard Ron Zook 
continues to stockpile talent. 

Defense, though, is where Illinois has a 
chance to make its most noise. The unit 
held five teams under 100 yards rushing 
last year and piled up 40 sacks, tied for 
15th in the nation, and has a chance to 
be even better. 

The defense starts with a strong 
line. Swift cornerbacks Vontae Davis 
and Dere Hicks lead a secondary that 
has strong candidates for its two open 
safety jobs. And senior linebacker Brit 
Miller moves back inside (where he 
played as a freshman) and should be an 
able successor to Leman after two pro- 
ductive years outside. 

The real X-factor might be sophomore 
weakside linebacker Martez Wilson, who 
turned down Notre Dame, USC and other 
powers to come to Illinois. He has all the 
athletic tools, as he showed last year when 
he was the gunner on Illinois’ punt-cover 
teams. That's a rarity for a linebacker who 


also excels at blitzing quarterbacks. 

If the earnest, hungry Wilson, who 
teamed with Benn to give Zook a head- 
line-grabbing recruiting class in 2007, can 
master his assignments, there’s no telling 
how much havoc he can wreak. 

“He’s like myself. He’s an athlete,” said 
Davis, a junior who could be a first-round 
NEL pick in 2009. “With Martez, the 
sky’s the limit. It’s just a matter of repeti- 
tions.” 

The going was a bit slow in the spring, 
when Wilson had his ups and downs. The 
6-4, 248-pound standout from Chicago 
Simeon termed a brief demotion to the 
second team “a wakeup call,” and vowed 
to work even harder. 

“I’m looking forward to getting my first 
real college start,” said Wilson, who saw 
extensive backup duty last fall. “I have a 
better feel for the game. I’m not thinking. 
My main thing is playing fast, running to 
the ball.” 

Zook is as excited as anyone about Wil- 
son’s upside. 

“When he knows what to do, he’s really 
good,” Zook said. “He has as much skill 
as anybody in the country. And I love his 
work ethic. I don’t worry about him.” 

Wilson is emblematic of the team. Ath- 
letic ... and not a lot to worry about. 


If the coaches are unable to settle on 
one tailback, it can do it by committee 
from a group that includes Daniel Du- 
frene and Troy Pollard, who both showed 
flashes last fall. And incoming freshmen 
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Mikel LeShoure and Jason Ford will be in 


the mix, too. 


Good news is that Illinois doesn’t have 
to have a stud featured back to have an 
effective offense. 

The option spread that Zook favors is 
designed to make the tailback position 
productive, and that should be especially 
true this fall. 

Junior quarterback Juice Williams 
ought to be better in every way, but es- 
pecially passing. Not only is he more sea- 
soned, but sophomore receiving star Ar- 
relious Benn, who underwent offseason 
shoulder surgery to repair a problem that 
lingered from training camp on, should 
be even more dangerous. 

And Zook will take a close look at 
two recruits — Cordale Scott and A.J. 


Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 256.8 ypg rushing (1st in Big Ten/Sth in NCAA), 168.2 ypg passing (11th/109th), 425 ypg total offense (Srd/34th), 27.9 ppg (7th/58th) 
QB Juice Williams” Js. Poised to add a passing threat to his option running. _ Eddie McGee, So. 

RB___ Daniel Dufrene Jr. Four could vie for running back job into the season. __‘Troy Pollard, Fr. 

FB Rahkeem Smith Jr. Converted linebacker; big-bodied, strong blocker. Darius Purcell, Fr. 

WR _ Arrelious Benn* So. Big Ten Freshman of the Year poised for more. Chris James, So. 

WR Kyle Hudson* Sr. Chris Duvalt, Brian Gamble, Fred Sykes also in hunt. _ Jeff Cumberland, Jr. 


TE Michael Hoomanawanui* Jr. “Uh-Oh” was most improved spring player on offense. Tom Sullivan, Jr. 
LT Xavier Fulton* Sr. __ Led team with 109 knockdowns last fall, Craig Wilson, Fr. 


LG Randall Hunt So. __ Redshirt has seen action, has good size. Jack Cornell, Fr. 

C Ryan McDonald* Sr. __ All-Big Ten second-teamer has started 36 straight games, Eric Block, Sr. 

RG Jon Asamoah* Jr Once unknown, now a leader with NFL future. Brandon Jordan, So. 
RT _Ryan Palmer So. Seasoned backup moves into starting role. Mark Jackson, Fr. 


*Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 132.2 ypg rushing (5th in Big Ten/36th NCAA), 244.6 passing (10th/83rd), 376.8 total defense (7th/S5th), 21.8 ppg (Sth/26th) 


DE. Derek Walker” Sr.__Depth will keep fourth-year starter fresh. Jerry Brown, So. 
DT __David Lindquist* Sr. __ Four fumble recoveries led Big Ten in ‘06. Daryle Ballew, Fr. 

DT _ Sirod Williams Sr. At 292 pounds, this vet can plug the middle. Josh Brent, So. 

DE Will Davis* Sr. __ Pass-rush whiz has improved his run defense. Doug Pilcher, Jr.* 

LB Martez Wilson So. _ Gifted athlete has the tools for a huge year. Dustin Jefferson, So. 
LB Brit Miller* Sr. __ Fourth-year starter moves back inside. Sam Carson, Sr. 

LB Rodney Pittman Sr. Has shown he can get to the quarterback. lan Thomas, Fr. 

CB _Vontae Davis* Jr. Gunning for another All-Big Ten (or better) year. Ashante Williams, Fr. 
CB. Dere Hicks* Jr. __ Five tackles vs. USC in the Rose Bowl. Miami Thomas, So. 
SS ___ Travon Bellamy So. _ Injured in 07, looked good in ‘06. Garrett Edwards, So. 
FS__Donsay Hardeman dr. Georgia junior college transfer should step rightin, Nate Bussey, So. 
*Returning Starter 

Jenkins — who will challenge the re- once again, Zook’s deft recruiting has pro- 


turning receivers. 

Illinois also is expecting big things 
from tight end Michael Hoomanawanui, 
who could be backed up by two more 
stud recruits, London Davis and Hubie 
Graham. 

In other words, even if Illinois, which 
was fifth in the nation in rushing (256.8 
yards a game) last year, doesn’t match that 
number, it has a lot of room for growth in 
its passing game, which was last in the Big 
Ten (168.2). 

The line must replace left guard Martin 
O’Donnell, who was a surprise All-Amer- 
ican, and right tackle Akim Millington. 
But the returnees — left tackle Xavier 
Fulton, center Ryan McDonald and right 
guard Jon Asamoah — are all solid. And 


vided promising replacements with big 
athletic upsides. 

In short, there might not be a splashy 
ballcarrier like Mendenhall. Then again, 
Mendenhall 
a year ago. And whether Illinois relies on 


was a relative unknown 
one runner or not, it should have more 
ways to move the ball this year. 


DEFENSE 


Illinois hasn’t been known for defense 
lately. But that should change this fall. 

The D-line — which is deep, talented 
and experienced — has four senior start- 
ers. Three returning starters, including 
ends Will Davis (12.5 sacks) and Derek 
Walker, and tackle Dave Lindquist, head 


up a unit that returns eight players from 


104 Linoy's Sports ANNUALS 


wuww.LINDYSSPoRTS.comM 2008 


Donsay Hardeman, DB 

Milledgeville (Ga.) Georgia Military College four-star prospect Donsay 
Hardeman is the type of ball-hawking, speedy safety who should excel 
in the Big Ten. He is built to take on the rigors of the conference and 
he has a mean streak that could help him be a star, 


y 


Illinois had to fight hard to keep Liuget. He was heavily recruited by 
many of the top teams in the SEC, but he decided to head to the Big 
Ten and stick with the school that offered him early on in the process. 
A menacing pass rusher, Liuget has a great first step. 


Graham Pocic, OL 

Overlooked among the many other great national linemen, Pocic 
already has a massive, college-ready body. At 6-7, 300, he should be 
able to handle the rigors early on. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown School 


Jeffery Allen ol oo 6-4 324 Chicago, IL King 
Rated as the No. 30 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com. 


Jacob Charest @B ooo 6-4 192 Matthews, NC Buller 
Rated as the No. 17 prospect in North Carolina by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 26 pro-style quarterback. 


Lontion Davis TE O06 6-4 255 Cahokia, IL Cahokia 
Rated as the No. 20 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 32 tight end. 


Russell Ellington 1B OO 6-2 203 Homewood, IL Flossmoor 
Rated as the No. 29 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com. 


Reggie Ellis T oooo 6-2 278 Washington, DC Dunbar 
Rated as the No. 1 prospect in D.C. by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 26 defen- 
sive tackle. 


Jason Ford RB OOO 5-10 209 Belleville, IL Althoff 
Rated as the No. 12 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com.,.Rated as the nation’s No. 29 
running back. 


Glenn Foster DE ooo 6-4 223 Chicago, IL ML Carmel 
Rated as the No. 13 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 14 
weakside defensive end. 


Evan Frierson 1B OO 6-2 217 Washington, DC H.0. Woodson 
Chose Illinois over North Carolina. 


Hubie Graham T OOOO0 6-4 227 Scranton , PA West Scranton 
Rated as the No. 12 prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 13 tight end. 


DonsayHanleman DB O©GO@G 62 220 Milledgeville,GA Georgia Military College 
Rated as the No. 7 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Alfred Jenkins WR ooo 6-0 170 Jacksonville, FL Teny Parker 
Rated as the No. 50 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 53 wide receiver. 


Mikel LeShoure RB OOO 6-0 Champaign, IL Centennial 
Rated as the No. 10 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 28 running back. 


Corey Lewis ol ooo 6-6 278 Cresco, PA East Stroudsburg South 
Rated as the No. 38 prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 78 offensive tackle. 


Corey Liugel T ooo°o 6-3 260 Hialeah, FL Hialeah 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 14 prospect in Florida...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 7 defensive tackle. 


FIGHTING ILLINI RECRUITING 2008 


Committments 
Average Stars 


OO6G6S 
o6666 


THE SLEEPER 


Jason Ford, RB OOo6S 


It's hard to call a three-star prospect a | total Stars 
Sleeper, but running back Jason Ford 
was overshadowed by a lot of other Ellie) asrilers BIG TEN: 4 


talented Illinois players. He's going to 

be a good one for the Illini. 2009 NEEDS 
Cornerback will be a big priority for the Ilini 
next season. Plus, they need to continue to 
upgrade their speed and skill all over the 
field. More depth at quarterback would also 


be welcome as Juice Williams won't be there 
forever. 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown School 


Whitney Mercilus DE OOo 6-3 225 Akron, OH Garfield 
Rated as the No. 39 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 28 weakside defensive end. 


Patrick Nixon AH OOo 5-10 180 Jacksonville, FL 
Rated as the No. 67 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 39 athlete. 


Nate Palmer IB Oooo 6-3 228 Chicago, IL Simeon 
Rated as the No. 17 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 55 outside linebacker. 


Graham Pocic lb oooo 6-7 316 Lemont, IL 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Illinois...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 23 offensive tackle. 


Jack Ramsey AH OOO 5-11 182 Chicago, IL Simeon 
Rated as the No. 11 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 37 athlete. 


Tyler Sands oh ooo 6-5 290 Boyertovm, PA Boyertown Area Senior 
Rated as the No. 20 prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 33 offensive tackle. 


Supo Sanni iB Coo 6-3 197 Homewood, IL Flossmoor 
Rated as the No. 15 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 53 outside linebacker. 


Cortiale Scott WR OOOO 6-3 200 Cleveland, OH Glenville Academic Campus 
Rivals 250 selection...Rated as the No. 15 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 31 wide receiver. 


Ryan Sedlacek oo 6-4 292 Westport, CT Staples 
First-team All-State selection as a junior and senior. 


dustin Staples IB Ooo 6-4 215 Lakewood, OH St Edward 
Rated as the No. 22 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 30 outside linebacker. 


Fred Sykes WR OOO 6-0 175 Tampa, FL Chamberlain 
Chose Illinois over Kentucky, Troy, South Florida and Central Florida. 


Ugochukwu Uzotlinma DE © © 6-4 240 Washington, DC Dunbar 
Recorded 72 tackles and 12.5 sacks his senior season. 


Ashante Willams DB O@ 5-10 191 Maytield, OH Mayfield 
Enrolled at Illinois in January, 2008. 


Tavon Wilson IB OSCO 6-0 179 Washington, DC H.D. Woodson 
Rated as the No. 5 prospect in D.C. by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 59 cornerback. 


‘ggg 
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71__JEFF ALLEN 


6 CHRIS JAMES WR 6-0 190 So Chicago 


52 JON ASAMOAH 


Park Forest 53 _ DUSTIN JEFFERSON 1B 6-0 224 ~— So Kankakee 


14 __ RYAN BAISE Orland Park 


74 BRANDON JORDAN OL 65 295 So Merrillville, IN 


98 DARYLE BALLEW Cincinnati, OH 13__ WILL JUDSON WR 58 160 & 


31 TRAVON BELLAMY Greenbelt, MD 39 TAD KEELY iS 61 215 So 


9 _ARRELIOUS BENN WR 62 215 So Washington, DC 5 MIKEL LESHOURE RB 6-0 240) or Champaign 


62 ERIC BLOCK St 


New Orleans, LA 43 NICK LEVANTI RB 60 223, S& Champaign 


36 JARED BOSCH 


94 DAVID LINDQUIST DL 6&3 276 «6S Highland Park 


38 MATT BRANDABUR 


PK 6-0 199 So 


30 MIKELOCKSLEY, JR. DB 5-11 185 __—*Fr 


92 JOSH BRENT DL 62 320 So Bloomington 86 GREG MCCLENDON 


WR 6-2 225 Sr 


99 JERRY BROWN DL 6-4 253 So St. Louis, MO 93 _D/ANGELO MCCRAY DL 64 290 Fr 


18 NATE BUSSEY DB 6-2 210 So Washington, DC 60 RYAN MCDONALD OL 65 293 S Holland, MI 


43 SAM CARSON, III 1B 6-145 St Woodridge 10 EDDIE MCGEE QB 6% 200 So Washington, DC 


35 MICHAEL CKLAMOVSKI PK 6-4 261 Jr Willow Springs 85 WHITNEY MERCILUS DL 6-3 242 __—s*Fr Akron, OH 


OL 


73 _ JACK CORNELL 


6-5 320 Fr Quincy 44 BRIT MILLER 1B 6-1 «6251S Decatur 


17__ JEFF CUMBERLAND 


TE 65 MIKE NABOLOTNY OL 65 200 & Glenview 


1 VONTAE DAVIS 


DB 97 CLAY NURSE DL 6-3 253 So Beltsville, MD 


1 


WILL DAVIS DL 


49 TYLER PACHA RB 5-9 198 St Brighton, 1A 


22 DANIEL DUFRENE RB 5-1 195 Or Ft. Lauderdale, FL 78 RYAN PALMER OL 6-7 308 So Canton, OH 


15 CHRIS DUVALT wR 95 DOUG PILCHER DL 65 265 or Hinsdale 


23 _ JACK EASTMAN WR 6-1 18 Naperville 45 _RODNEY PITTMAN 1B 6-2 235 Sr _Fort Washington, MD 


20 GARRETT EDWARDS DB 6-2 210 76 GRAHAM POCIC OL 6-7 316 Fr Lemont 


84 MATT ELLER PK 6-1 29 TROY POLLARD RBS 6180 —sFr Jacksonville, FL 


72 REGGIE ELLIS 


35 DARIUS PURCELL DB 5-10 210 Fr Chicago 


1 JARRED FAYSON 


80 ALEX REAVY WR 6-2 185 So Springfield 


24 BO FLOWERS DB 6-2 222 So Melrose Park 87 ANTHONY SANTELLAP 6-2 180 So Wauconda 


68 XAVIER FULTON 30 RAHKEEM SMITH RB 6-1 8246 =r 


26 _ BRIAN GAMBLE 10 CODY STUNKARD DB 5-11 200 So Philo 


57__ MIKE GARRITY OL 66 270 Fr Batavia 89 TOM SULLIVAN TE 64 227 dt Tinley Park 


39 CONOR GILLEN 


82 FRED SYKES WR 6-0 176 fr Tampa, FL 


27 _ ANTONIO GULLY 


DB 38 IAN THOMAS IB 6-0 2100 Fr Berwyn Heights, MD 


14 MARCUS THOMAS DB 5-11 160 So 


91 DEREK WALKER 


DL 64 27% S& 


58 BRYSON WHALEN DL 6-4 250 


3 MARQUES WILKINS WR 60 19 Jr 
ir Mayfield, OH 


7 WICE WILLIAMS QB 62 223 dt Chicago 


21 KYLE HUDSON 32 ASHANTE WILLIAMS DB 5-10 197 


66 RANDALL HUNT OL 


55 ANTERIO JACKSON DL 56 SIROD WILLIAMS DL 6-0 278 Sr __ Garfield Heights, OH 


85 C.J. JACKSON OL 


75 MARK JACKSON OL 6-5 


90 ANTONIO JAMES DL 


6-5 


llinois’ $121 million Memorial Stadium renova- 

tion project is scheduled to be finished just in 
time for the start of this season, in which the Illini 
will try to put together back-to-back winning sea- 
sons for the first time since 1989 and ‘90. 

The project is highlighted by a majestic luxu- 
Ty suite/press box area that towers over the west 
grandstand. 

© Ron Zook’s coaching staff returns intact, 
which is a big bonus as he tries to build a con- 
sistent winner. Questioned as a coach at Florida, 
Zook shook that label while guiding Illinois to a 
surprisingly seamless turnaround last fall. 

Keeping the staff intact after this season 
could be difficult if Illinois enjoys continued 
success. The star of the staff is offensive coordi- 
nator Mike Locksley. 

A fine recruiter and motivator who is media 
savvy, Locksley received a raise and extension 
last winter that was designed to keep him from 
taking a mid-major job. Whether an irresistible 
offer comes, though, is an open question. 

© Zook, who inherited a team that had won 
four games in two years, also four games in his 
first two years before last year’s breakout 9-4. 
That's more wins in one season than in the previ- 
ous four years combined. 

But far from changing his motto, “Believe!” 
he's simply adding music — the pop hit “Don't 
Stop Believing” by Journey. 

“I would say you'll hear that quite a few 
times,” Zook said, adding that he’s working on 
having Journey play at Memorial Stadium. 

© Based on the spring, Illinois’ scout team 
should not lack for explosiveness. Jarred Fayson, 
a transfer from Florida who will sit out this fall, 
stood out in Illinois’ spring game, catching four 
passes for 47 yards and returning a kickoff 93 
yards for a touchdown. 

Fayson is one of the fastest Illini. 

“This was my Super Bowl,” Fayson said of the 
spring game. “As a competitor, it’s going to be 
extremely hard (not to play this fall), but you 
find ways to get yourself better and help the 
team. That’s how I’m going to take it.” 
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last year’s 10-man rotation. 

That group includes Doug Pilcher, who 
shared time with Davis and Josh Brent, 
who played in 10 games as a true fresh- 
man. It also includes athletic Jerry Brown, 
Antonio James and Clay Nurse. 

Cornerbacks Vontae Davis, an All- 
America candidate, and Dere Hicks are 


Mingis’ ‘Winning - Trend 1998-2007 


fast, savvy and experienced. 

Two new safeties must be found. Red- 
shirt sophomore Travon Bellamy, who 
looked good as a freshman cornerback 
in 2006 before losing 2007 to injury, is 
poised for the strong safety job. Donsay 
Hardeman, a former Jacksonville, Fla., 
prep star who went to a Georgia junior 
college, is a plum recruit who's expected 
to shine at free safety. 

Depth is a concern at linebacker. Brit 
Miller is a capable successor to J Leman. 
Senior Rodney Pittman, who could be 
pushed by redshirt freshman Ian Thomas, 
will handle the strong side. 

At the other outside spot, athletic soph- 
omore Martez Wilson has the talent to 
have a breakout year. 

If Wilson and Hardeman put their 
athleticism on display in the right places, 
Illinois could have its best defense since 
Simeon Rice and Kevin Hardy were 
standing tall in the mid-’90s. 

Either way, the line and the cornerbacks 
ought to be tough as nails. 


Considering Zook coached the Pitts- 
burgh Steelers special teams for three 
years, this area hasn't been as stable as ex- 
pected. Walk-on punter Anthony Santel- 
la, who won the job last year over scholar- 
ship junior Kyle Yelton and walk-on Jared 
Bosch, figures to settle in this fall. 

At kicker, four-year All-Big Ten stand- 
out Jason Reda leaves big shoes to fill. The 
hope is incoming freshman walk-on Der- 
ek Dimke, a prep star at Rockford (IIl.) 


e ea Ayah rye eT —> wz > hn 


as one of the ay memorable Ber i 
school rusty are 


“inant ‘year, pied he was 
blitzing ‘from: his backup role 
or covering punts, Martez 
‘Wilson's potential was evi- 
‘dent. Prodded to leam his 
‘assignments in the spring, 
‘Wilson accepted the chal- 
‘Tenge eagerly. Now it’s time 
“for him to be unleashed. . 
The 6-4, 248-pound sopho- 
“more has. added 20 pounds 
‘since coming to Illinois, and still looks like 
‘a muscled wide receiver. ... With all the defen- 
sive talent around him, Wilson could quickly 
‘become a force. 


Alabama and a host. of 
other Southeastern powers 
tried to land Donsay 
‘Hardeman, who was rated 
(the nation’s No. 7-rated 
‘junior college prospect by 
one scouting service. Thanks 
to the deft touch of Zook 
and his staff, Illinois got the 
former Jacksonville, Fla., 
prep star, who's expected to 
‘come in with a flourish at free safety. ... 
At Georgia Military College, the 6-2, 220-pound 
‘Hardeman had four interceptions and forced four 
fumbles last fall. 
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Comes to Pass, 


if It 
He’ll Do That, Too 


When Juice Williams was knocked out of 
Illinois’ opener against Missouri last fall, 
backup Eddie McGee threw for 257 yards, 
which is still 30 yards more than Williams’ 
career high. McGee also showed he’s faster 
than Williams. 

When McGee continued to show his big- 
play potential in other relief appearances, 
some wondered if Illinois might be better 
off playing McGee. It was never a question 
to Ron Zook and his staff, though. 

Williams kept the Illini out of the cost- 
ly mistakes that McGee couldn't seem to 
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avoid, and he ran Illinois’ spread offense to 
perfection, making the right reads before 
and after the snap. He also had more than 
enough quickness and power to pile up 
yards, giving Illinois a dangerous double 
threat in combination with Rashard Men- 
denhall. 

Williams also rewarded Zook’s patience 
with a monumental four-touchdown pass- 
ing game as Illinois shocked top-ranked 
Ohio State 28-21, setting up the Illini’s 
first Rose Bowl appearance since 1984. 

Even with Mendenhall gone to the Pitts- 
burgh Steelers, the Illini, who have led the 
Big Ten in rushing the past two seasons, 
will stick to their spread-option roots. But 
they also are looking for Williams to con- 
tinue improving on the passing promise he 
showed late last season. 

“There's no doubt our passing is going 
to be better, because both Eddie and Juice 
know where to go with the ball better,” 
Zook said. “And we're going to be able to 
run the ball. We still have a lot of work to 
do. But we're light years ahead of where we 
were a year ago.” 

Knowing they were throwing a lot at a 
youngster from Chicago Vocational, coach- 
es tried not to over-burden Williams his 
first two years. But they have turned up 
the heat, challenging him to be a take- 
charge leader as well as improve on his 
meager 134.1 passing yards a game, with 
13 touchdowns and 12 interceptions. 

“They're really leaning on me,” said Wil- 
liams, who relishes the challenge, right 
down to the red jersey that forced him to 
stay in the pocket and pass this spring. 
“T always want to take off the red jersey, but 
that was good. It was a passing spring.” 

Illinois also expects it to be a passing 
fall, at least to the extent that Williams 
can burn teams who try to load up on 
Illinois’ running game. 

“Now it’s about consistency,” Zook said. 
“He understands that.” 


Boylan, will come into fall camp and seize 
the job. 

Led by Arrelious Benn, the return units 
should be in good hands. Illinois abounds 
with speedy skill-position return candi- 
dates. Benn, who wasn’t able to return 
punts last fall because of a shoulder prob- 
lem, has the potential to be a spectacular 
punt returner. 


The first five games will tell a lot about 
Illinois’ season. That early stretch includes 
opening against Missouri in St. Louis and 
Big Ten-opening trips to Penn State and 
Michigan. 

The Mizzou game will merit national at- 
tention, and Penn State and Michigan also 
could be tough trips against ranked oppo- 
nents. With a fast start, the Illini could be 
in the thick of the Big Ten hunt. 

Even if the going gets tough early, they 
could recover nicely. A trip to Wisconsin 
and a home date with Ohio State shape up 
as the toughest of their final seven games. 
That Nov. 8 neutral-site meeting with 
Western Michigan at Detroit’s Ford Field 
is not a misprint, but it is a curiosity. 


— Herb Gould 
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By Jeff Reynolds 


GOACH: J.D. Brookhart — At Akron and overall: 22-26, 
4 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Joe Moorhead 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jim Fleming 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2005 

LAST BOWL: 2005, Motor City 

RETURNING STARTERS: 13; 7 offense, 4 defense, 
kicker, punter 

PLAYERS T0 WATCH: WR Andre Jones, LB Doug 
Williams, DB Bryan Williams, OT Chris Kemme, 

DL Almondo Sewell 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS; Bulk on the offensive and 
defensive lines should be a strength and might be the 
team’s foundation for a remarkable turnaround. Even 
in a MAC packed with experience, Akron could be one 
of the teams from the league in the bowl conversation 
come November. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The 3-3-5 defense has a long 
way to go to erase last season’s failures. And the quar- 
terback position is hardly solidified. With the team’s 
issues on third down and in the red zone — where 
the Zips came away with 14 touchdowns in 37 trips — 
Akron needs to establish continuity out of the gate. 


Zips In A Box 


OFFENSE 

All-MAC left tackle Chris Kemme returns to 
anchor Akron’s line. He'll protect the pocket for 
returning quarterback Chris Jacquemain, a junior 
whose past competition, Carlton Jackson, opted 
to transfer. 

Jacquemain won’t be the lone beneficiary of 
the grade-A beef up front. A deep stable of run- 
ning backs gives Akron the type of personnel it 
needs to win in multiple ways. If they grind, power 
back Dennis Kennedy will excel. 

The Zips are desperate for a red-zone force. 
But the Zips have some razzle-dazzle, too. Miami 
(Fla.) transfer Andrew Johnson looked like the 
real deal in the spring and could move up from 
his post-spring third spot on the depth chart. Alex 
Allen is a home-run threat. 

Matt Rodgers, a redshirt freshman quarter- 
back, is part of the reason Jackson bolted, and he 
will have support if Jacquemain slips. The incum- 
bent starter faces a threat after finishing 12th in 
the MAC in passing efficiency and completing just 
14 passes per game. 

Those numbers were only inflated with All- 
MAC receiver Jabari Arthur around. Arthur and 
his 99.1 yards per game must be replaced, and the 
coaching staff doesn’t have an established veteran 
to promote to fill Arthur’s role. But there is an 
option the team seems to like more and more. 

Though raw as a receiver, game-breaking 
return specialist Andre Jones shifted from the 
secondary in spring drills and seemed to acclimate 
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“Au. 30 at Wisconsin (4-8, 3-5) 
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to the position with ease. Jones has terrific speed 
and quickness and understands coverage. Coaches 
don’t question his toughness — he would have 
been Akron’s leading returning tackler. 

Junior college transfer Deryn Bowser could also fac- 
tor into the mix. West Virginia transfer Jeremy Bruce 
could play in the slot or see time at running back. 


DEFENSE 

With many talented passers in the conference, the 
secondary is the last place a MAC teams wants a glar- 
ing weakness to arise. Akron gave up 224.9 passing 
yards and 24 touchdowns through the air in 2007. 

With little experience, the Zips’ defense remains 
suspect entering the season. 

Bryan Williams, an All-MAC running back last 
season, is now at safety. Jones was the lone returning 
starter in the secondary before he moved to receiver. 

Bandit Doug Williams, the defensive captain, 
represents the heart of the 3-3-5 defense. 

Another senior, middle linebacker Kevin Grant, 
isa rugged tackler, but the line lacks a great individ- 
ual performer aside from defensive end Almondo 
Sewell, who was a second-team All-MAC pick as a 
true freshman. He was recruited as a linebacker and 
lacks great size, but he wins one-on-one battles with 
effort and agility, 

Ryan Bain could be the starter at nose tackle. 
The 305-pound transfer from Iowa, now a junior, 
flashed great power and quickness in spring drills. If 
he stays healthy, so might Akron’s run defense. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Akron expects more than field position from 
its return game. Bryan Williams finished second in 
the Football Bowl Subdivision with a kickoff-return 
average of 31.9 yards. Punt-return ace Andre Jones 
ranked 11th nationally (14.5 per return). 

The kicking game — including senior long 
snapper Brian Flaherty — returns intact, 


OVERVIEW 

The season might come down to this: Can Chris 
Jacquemain come through? If not, will backup 
Matt Rodgers please his supporters by carrying 
the Zips in his stead? Akron’s need for dramatic 
improvement on defense cannot be overstated. 
More takeaways and pressure on opposing quarter- 
backs could change the Zips’ fortunes. 


2007 Rankings 
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‘Depth Chart 


Offense 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
QB Chris Jacquemain* 6-2 215 dr. 
Matt Rodgers 6-2 200 Fr. 
RB Dennis Kennedy 5-11 205 Sr. 
Alex Allen 6-0 210 Jr, 
FB Joe Tuzze* 7] 5-11 215 Jr. 
Matt Harmon 5-9 220 Jr, 
WR Jeremy Bruce 5-10 200 or. 
Alphonso Owen* 5-10 175 _Sr. 
WR Andre Jones 5-11 185 Sr. 
Brandon Williams 6-1 180 Jr. 
TE Merce Poindexter 6-4 250 Sr. 
Jose Cruz 6-5 240 So. 
lt Chris Kemme* 6-6 305 Sr. 
Casey Estrada 6-5 290 dr. 
LG Mike Ward* 6-3 305 So. 
Zac Kasparek 6-5 305 Fr. 
Cc Elliott Bates 6-4 295 Jr 
Dan Ronsman 6-3 290 Fr. 
RG Zack Anderson* 6-4 305 Jr. 
Jason Sekinger 6-9 3305650; \ 
RT Corey Woods” 6-5 ~ 300 So. 
Jake Anderson 6-4 305 Fre 
Defense 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt cl. 
DE = Almondo Sewell* 6-2 260 So, 
Shawn Lemon 6-1 230__—‘So. 
NT Ryan Bain 6-2 305 dr. 
Dan Marcoux 6-3 275 Fr. 
oT Eric Lively* 6-2) 42757 - Sr. 
Hasan Hazime 6-5 250 Fr. 
LB Sean Fobbs 6-1 215 So. 
Aaron Williams 6-0 205 Fr. 
LB Kevin Grant* 6-2 245 Sr. 
Ray Siler 6-1 240 Sr. 
LB Doug Williams* 6-2 235 Sr. 
Al-Teric Balaam 6-1 235 dr. 
RV Wayne Cobham 6-2 195 Jr. 
Mike Thomas 6-13) 2156) Soy 
cB Brandon Anderson 5-12, 175 Sr. 
Dante Barnes 6-1 185 So. 
CB Miguel Graham 5-9 165 Sr. 
Chuck Thompson 5-10 _ 180 Jr. 
SS Bryan Williams 6-0 200 Sr. 
Amin Kabir 6-1 195 dr. 
FS Jalil Carter 6-1 190 = So. 
Tyler Campbell 5-11 190 So. 
Special Teams 
Pos. Name Ht. Mt. Cl. 
K Igor Iveljic* 5-11 190 So. 
P John Stec* 5-9 190 dr. 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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INDIANA HOOSIERS INDIANA HOO: 


AT A GLANCE 


, 7-6 overall, 3-5 Big Ten (T-6th) 


Bill Lynch — At Indiana: 7-6, 1 year; 
overall: 88-73-3, 15 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 


14; 6 offense, 7 defense, kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Kellen Lewis, QB-Ben Chappell, — 
RB Marcus Thigpen, WR Ray Fisher, 
WR Andrew Means, DE Greg Middleton, 
LB Will Patterson, FS Nick Polk 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The front seven should be outstanding, 
led by sack specialist Greg Middleton and 
a strong linebacking corps. PK Austin 
Starr is one of the nation’s best. Even 
though James Hardy is now a pro, 

IU has a solid, deep receiving corps. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


If Kellen Lewis does not make it back, 
quarterback duties will fall to the inexpe- 
rienced Ben Chappell. The offensive line 
has great potential but is young, which 
might prevent IU from improving its run- 


ing senior corner, Tracy Porter, and a very 
good one, Leslie Majors, there's concern in 
the secondary. 


WR James Hardy, OT Charlie Emerson, 
C Ben Wyss, CB Tracy Porter, CB Leslie 
Majors, LB Adam McClurg, DT Joe Kremer 


The Hoosiers’ opportunity to post back-to- 
back winning seasons will receive a huge 


boost if Kellen Lewis is allowed to return. — 


With him, the offense could be better 
than a year ago, and the defense should 
take another step forward. The schedule 
helps: The Hoosiers don’t play Ohio State 
or Michigan for the second consecutive 
year, plus they have eight home games. 
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ning game. With the loss of one outstand-~ 
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Emotion Aside, Lynch has Hoosiers Believing in Future 


Last year was an emotional roller 
coaster for Bill Lynch and the Hoo- 
siers. 

With the death of former coach Terry 
Hoeppner last June, Lynch became the 
interim head man. Somehow, he was 
able to help the players get through dif- 
ficult times and lead them to IU’s first 
bowl appearance since 1993. 

Lynch has now shed the interim tag 
and is hoping his team can use last year 
as a springboard to better things. 

“Deep down, with Terry, it was 
taking that first step to becoming a 
good football program,” Lynch said. 
“You've got to be a bowl team. And 
from there you build. Looking back at 
it, ic was a fitting tribute to him and 
the struggles he went through. At least 
we reached that first goal he had set 
for the program.” 

That goal was to “Play 13.” Partici- 
pate in postseason play. That was some- 
thing that had not happened since for- 
mer coach Bill Mallory (1984-96) led 
Indiana to six bowl games. 

Despite the drought, Lynch believed 
in Hoeppner’s dream. As Mallory’s 
quarterback coach (1993-94), Lynch 
was part of the 1993 Independence 
Bowl team. 

“T wouldn't have come if I didn’t be- 
lieve we could win,” Lynch said. “I had 
been here and knew you could win. 
I didn’t have to be sold.” 

Lynch is a native Hoosier, from In- 
dianapolis. He played at Butler and has 


been a head coach at four colleges with- 


in the state borders — Butler, Ball State, 
DePauw and now Indiana. 

Lynch’s challenge in 2008 is to make 
sure the Hoosiers don’t let one winning 
season create a letdown. He needs the 
players to remain hungry, especially 
since the emotions of trying to win for 
Hoeppner won't be as strong. 

“Two things came out of last season,” 
Lynch said. “One, the kids know that 
they're good enough that they can go 
to a bowl game. Two, the bowl game 
(a 49-33 loss to Oklahoma State in the 
Insight Bowl) taught them that we have 
to get a lot better.” 

He’s hoping that the electric atmo- 
sphere in sold-out Memorial Stadium for 
Indiana’s 27-24 victory over arch-rival 
Purdue in the regular-season finale was 
a sign of things to come. 

“It was good for all concerned — the 
football team, the student body, the 
community, all fans of Indiana foot- 
ball,” Lynch said. “Now people under- 
stand, that’s what Big Ten football is 


supposed to be like.” 


OFFENSE 


Quarterback is always a good place to 
start on offense. 

The problem at Indiana is that IU’s 
Kel- 


len Lewis, missed spring practice after 


multi-dimensional _ signal-caller, 


being suspended for violation of team 
rules. 

“His status for the fall is still uncer- 
tain, although the door is open,” Lynch 
elaboration. “There’s 


said, without 
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Kellen LewiS Photo by 2008 Scott Boehm aupeanel Seine 


Photo by: 2008 Scott Boehm 


aseninehiaiatindimiarmemiemetnins,) 
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Greg Middleton 


a possibility and I hope it happens.” 

Lewis was voted second-team All- 
Big Ten last season after passing for 
3,043 yards and 28 touchdowns, and 
rushing for 736 yards and nine scores 
as a sophomore. If Lewis doesn’t make 
it back, his replacement will be sopho- 
more Ben Chappell, who is a proto- 
typical drop-back — and very accu- 
rate — passer. 

Despite their different styles, Lynch 
said IU’s offense won't change, regard- 
less who is behind center ... except that 
the Hoosiers won't be using a huddle. 
They plan to switch to a hurry-up of- 
fense in 2008. 

“T like the no-huddle because it gives 
the offense a chance to set the tempo,” 
Lynch said. “Our defense really wanted 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 157.4 ypg rushing (8th in Big Ten/S2nd in NCAA), 236.4 ypg passing (4th/51st), 393.8 ypg total offense (Sth/61st), 31.7 ppg (3rd/38th) 


QB Kellen Lewis* Jt Very talented multi-dimensional threat. Ben Chappell, So. 
RB Marcus Thigpen* Sr. _ Abig-play threat with blistering speed. Bryan Payton, Jr. 

WR Terrance Turner So. _ Back from knee injury with loads of potential. Chris Banks, Jr. 

WR Andrew Means* Jr. Tough third-down, over-the-middle guy. Matt Ernest, Fr. 

WR ___Ray Fisher* Jr__ Great run-after-catch playmaker. Brandon Walker-Roby, Sr. 
TE Brian Zematis Jr. IU hopes to use TEs more in passing game. Max Dedmond, Fr. 

LT Rodger Saffold* Jr. Big and athletic; looks like a Big Ten lineman. Andrew McDonald, Fr. 
LG Pete Saxon* J___ Looks the part; a good plugger; mean. Jarrod Smith, So. 
C__ANlex Perry So. Solid player making debut as starter. Dan Rutigliano, Fr. 

RG Cody Faulkner So. __ Prized recruit three years ago is now ready. Kenny Love, Sr. 

RT Mike Stark So. Athletic, big, tall and quick. Dennis Zeigler, Fr. 


*Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 159.7 ypy rushing (9th in Big Ten/63rd in NCAA), 243.7 yng passing (9th/81st), 403.4 ypg total defense (9th/71st), 28.5 ppg (9th/69th) 


DE Jammie Kirlew* Jr.___Kirlew good vs. run, Marando good vs. pass. Ryan Marando, Sr. 
DT —_Deonte Mack So. Quick, and a good run-stopper. Kevin Burrus, Jr. 
DT Greg Brown* Sr.___ Tough three-year starter anchors middle. Keith Burrus, So. 


DE — Greg Middleton* 
LB Will Patterson* 
LB Matt Mayberry 


Fred Jones, Fr. 
Justin Carrington, Jr. 
Tyler Replogle, So. 


Jr. All-American is a one-man sack attack, 
Jr. One of the unheralded LBs in Big Ten. 
Jr. Very athletic, a star in the making. 


LB Geno Johnson* Sr.__ Four-year starter is a huge hitter. Darius Johnson, Fr. f 
CB Chris Phillips Sr__Playmaker with a nose for the ball. Richard Council, So. 

CB Donnell Jones Fr. __Inexperienced but very physical. Bruce Hampton, Jr. 

SS __ Austin Thomas* Jr. He's. a big hitter and a sure tackler, Brandon Mosley, Sr. 

FS _ Nick Polk* Jp__One of top five athletes on team. Joe Kleinsmith, Sr, 
“Returning Starter 


us to do it, because Illinois and Oklaho- 
ma State gave us real problems with it.” 

James Hardy, who was the go-to guy 
the past two years — including last sea- 
son when he caught 79 passes for 1,125 
yards and 16 touchdowns — left early 
for the NFL. The Indiana quarterbacks 
will have to find a new favorite target. 

Lynch is confident he'll have a solid 
group of receivers, led by Ray Fisher 
(52 catches for 482 yards last season) 
and Andrew Means (48 catches for 559 
yards). 

A primary goal on offense is to im- 
prove the running game. Lewis led the 
way in 2007, but the Hoosiers return 
speedster Marcus Thigpen (138 carries 
for 568 yards last season) and power 
runner Bryan Payton at tailback. 


A group of linemen recruited in the 
same class three years ago will lead the 
way up front. Former coach Terry Hoe- 
ppner dubbed them the “Seven Blocks 
of Limestone” because the Bloomington 
area is famous for its limestone quarries, 
and most of the buildings on campus, 
including the stadium, are made of 
limestone. 

Five of the seven — Rodger Saffold, 
Pete Saxon, Alex Perry, Cody Faulkner 
and Mike Stark — will be the starters. 
Saffold and Saxon already have 19 and 
18 career starts, respectively. 

“The talent level on this team is great, 
and we've still got so much potential,” 
Payton said. “It all starts and ends with 
the guys up front. That, and grasping 
the new no-huddle offense.” 
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HOOSIERS RECRUITING 2008 


Cortez Smith, DB 

Smith is a stick-like glue cover corner, but has the body of a safety. 
He was also a star running back in high school, so his athleticism is 
unquestioned. While he might not have a true position, he could see 
the field quickly because he’s too talented to sit for too long. 


rivals.com 


Commitiments 
Average Stars 


66066 
6OG66 


66666 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 78 


2009 NEEDS 


Indiana landed a solid quarterback in Adam 
Follett in the 2008 class, but they must land 
a true dual-threat quarterback in the 2009 
class if they want to continue to run the 
offense that they were successful with last 
year. Adding more depth at linebacker is also 
a huge priority in the 2009 class. 


THE SLEEPER 


Darius Willis, RB 
Willis was a nice in-state catch. The 6-0, 215, three-star running back Tandon Doss, WR 

turned down SEC, other Big Ten and ACC offers to play for Indiana. Doss has the size at 6-3, 195, and skill 
He's a tough, hard-nosed back who has nice explosion. He could help to come in and make an immediate 
give the Hoosiers a nice punch in the backfield quickly. impact for the Hoosiers at wide receiv- 
er. He was one of the best-kept secrets 
in the Midwest. Give the Indiana 
coaches credit for snagging him. 


BIG TEN: 11 


] Kyle Kozak, DE 

Kozak was ranked among the top prep-school players in the nation by 
Rivals.com. At 6-5, 238, he should be able to help support the run, 
which is key in the Big Ten. He's also a solid pass rusher and could 
provide immediate depth for Indiana along the defensive line. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown 


Tyler Adetona WR OOO 6-1 204 Gainesville, GA 
Rated as the nation’s No. 96 wide receiver by Rivals.com. 


School Ht. Wt. Hometown 


6-3 280 Fort Wayne, IN 


Pos. Stars 


Mick Mentzer Tt oo 
Recorded 90 tackles his senior season. 


School 


Damarlo Belcher WR OO 6-5 210 Fort Wayne, IN North Side 


Justin Pagan oh oo 6-4 285 Chicago, IL 
Hoosiers added former basketball player two months after National Signing Day. 


Selected Indiana over Wyoming and New Mexico, 


Lamy Black 0 OO 6-3 290 Wyoming, OH 
Chose Indiana over Central Michigan, Ohio and Eastern Kentucky. 


Wyoming Chad Sherer RB OO 


Chose Indiana over Army. 


6-0 192 Cicero, IN 


Shane Covinglon RB OOO 6-0 181 Milwaukee, WI Milwaukee Riverside Univ. 


Nicholas Sliger Tt oo 6-3 290 Cicero, IN 
Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Wisconsin by Rivals.com. 


Rated as the No. 15 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com. 


Mare Damisch o oO 6-6 268 Buffalo Grove, IL Buffalo Grove 


Cortez Smith 1B OOO 5-10 193 Detroit, Ml Cass Tech 
Selected Indiana over Army, Toledo, Bowling Green, Western Michigan and Central 


Rated as the No. 16 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 48 


Michigan. 


6-3 195 Indianapolis, IN 


Rated as the No. 10 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com. 


Adam Follett B oO 6-4 201 Alma, Ml 
Rated as the No. 30 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com. 


Alex Hunt RBOOO 6-0 202 Duluth, GA 
Averaged 10 yards per carry as a senior. 


Kyle Kozak DE ooo 6-5 238 Chatham,VA Hargrave Military Academy 
Rated as the No. 36 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Charles Love Ill WR OO 6-3 190 Memphis, TN 
Had 29 catches for 475 yards and five touchdowns as a senior. 


Will Matte ol oo 6-2 263 Wheaton, IL 
Earned All-State, All-Area and All-Conference honors. 
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cornerback. 


Peter SL. Fort DB OO 6-2 180 Naples, FL 
Earned All-District and All-Conference honors. 


Marquelo Suel WR OO 6-3 175 Fort Wayne, IN Harding 
Played quarterback, wide receiver and defensive back his senior season. 


A.J. Thompson “i oo 
Selected Indiana over Marshall. 


6-2 298 Lakeland, FL 


Darius Willis RB OOO 6-0 215 Indianapolis, IN Franklin Central 
Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 41 
running back. 
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CHRIS ADKINS 
JAMES BAILEY 
CHRIS BANKS 
EMILE BASS 
48 LEON BECKUM 
94 FABIENE BOONE 
1 JEFF BOYD 
73 JAMES BREWER 
GREG BROWN 
BRANDON BUGG 
TREA BURGESS 
AARON BURKS 
23 ADRIAN BURKS 
7 KEITH BURRUS 
98 KEVIN BURRUS 


45 ARMANDO BUSTAMANTE WR 


1 RAYSHUN CALHOUN 
25 JUSTIN CARRINGTON 
4 BEN CHAPPELL 
45 DANE CONWELL 
18 RICHARD COUNCIL 
1 MAX DEDMOND 
83 TAYLOR DONNELL 
30 JARRELL DRANE 
84 MATT ERNEST 
5 MITCHELL EVANS 
79 CODY FAULKNER 
7_ RAY FISHER 
1 NICK FORD 
74 JOSH HAGER 
12 CHRIS HAGERUP 
7 BRUCE HAMPTON 
8 DUSTIN HASS 
44 DARIUS JOHNSON 
56 GENO JOHNSON 
10 DONNELL JONES 
3 FRED JONES 
57 _ JAMMIE KIRLEW 
33 JOE KLEINSMITH 
CHARLIE KLINGENSMITH 
34 JAKE KOCAL 


31 


60 KYLE KOZAK 

40 MATT KURZ 

42 ANDRE LAGRONE 
39 KYLE LAMBECK 
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[( HOOSIERS SPRING ROSTER \M—A NOTEBOOK) 


Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. Hometown 


Hometown 


Ctass Hr. Wr. onstruction work on an addition to Memorial 


Stadium is well underway. The outer shell of 
the North End Zone project, which will turn the 
stadium into a horseshoe design, is scheduled to 
be in place by the start of the 2008 season. 
The entire project is slated for completion 
during the first quarter of 2009. 

The new facility will house a 24,000-square- 
foot strength and conditioning room, team 
meeting rooms and an auditorium, a main recep- 
tion area, coaches and administration offices, 
the Hall of Champions and banquet area. 

© There’s one change to the coaching staff, 
with Dennis Springer replacing Gerald Brown, 
who now is with the Atlanta Falcons. 

Springer, a native of Fort Wayne, Ind., comes to 
Indiana from Western Kentucky. He will coach the 
running backs and coordinate the special teams. 
Before his move to Western Kentucky, Springer 
was an assistant at Bowling Green for four years. 
He was also an assistant at Ball State for 10 
years, the last eight under Bill Lynch. 

The Hoosiers had 45 players who earned a 3.0 
grade point average or higher during the 2007 fall 
semester, including 15 with a GPA of 3.5 or higher. 
There were 35 IU players with an overall GPA 
of 3.00, including 13 who are at 3.5 or higher. 
* Marcus Thigpen and Andrew Means are 
two-sport stars. 

Thigpen, a running back/kick returner on the 
football team, also runs track. Coming into his 
senior year, he already owned the school’s fast- 
est 60-meter indoor time at 6.77 seconds. 

Thigpen, competing in outdoor track full time 
this spring, ran a 10.34 in the 100-meter dash, 
the second-fastest in IU history and 10th-fastest 
in Division I. 

Means, a wide receiver, has impressed scouts 
as an outfielder who can hit for average and 
steal lots of bases. 

¢ Defensive end Greg Middleton is convinced 
the defense will be better this season and that 
last year's momentum will carry over into 2008. 

“We have more playing experience and every- 
body knows what they have to do,” he said. 
“Everybody got a little taste of success, but we 
got embarrassed at the bowl game, so for this 
year, we want to play 13 and win.” 


6-1 185 Indianapolis OL 63 Pennington, NJ 


6-2 205 Detroit, MI 96 JAMIE LUKASZEWSKI LB Mishawaka 


55 DEONTE MACK 
38 SHAWN MAJOR-WINSTON RB 
DE 


59 


6-2 180 Alliance, OH DT 6-3 Elkhart 


6-3 297 Detroit, Mi 5-10 205 South Bend 


5-10 208 35 RYAN MARANDO 


86 BRAD MARTIN 


Bloomington 6-2 Lakewood, OH 


6-4 Evansville TE 6-4 Marion, OH 


MATT MAYBERRY 1B 
RB 


OL 


Indianapolis 3 6-2 Darien, IL 
22 DEMETRIUS MCCRAY 


Centerville, OH 2 


Indianapolis Brandon, FL 


ANDREW MCDONALD Indianapolis 
39 BRANDON MCGHEE 
13 ANDREW MEANS 

Phoenix, AZ 2 


26 BRANDON MOSLEY 


Mishawaka Jeffersonville 


Jeffersonville Avon Lake, OH 
GREG MIDDLETON Indianapolis 


Phoenix, AZ Merriltville 


Indianapolis 


Indianapolis 


63 MILTON OWENS Gary 


34 WILL PATTERSON Indianapolis 
BRYAN PAYTON 
ALEX PERRY 


16 CHRISTOPHER PHILLIPS 


5-8 185 Ft. Wayne 7 Fort Wayne 


5-10 215 Atlanta, GA 1 Morris, IL 


6-0 Leesburg, VA cB Atlanta, GA 


8 NICK POLK Milwaukee, WI 


Southfield, MI 


6-3 Bloomington 


Upper St. Clair, PA 49 ISAAC PRICE 


Carrollton, TX 7 TAN REEVES Ferndale, MI 


Evansville 59 MIKE REITER Chesterfield, MO 


Indianapolis 46 TYLER REPLOGLE Centerville, OH 


Plantation, FL 7 DAN RUTIGLIANO OL Indianapolis 
Bedford, OH 
Springfield, IL 


Plain City, OH 


Crown Point 76 _RODGER SAFFOLD or 


210 West Milton, OH 36 JEFF SANDERS TE 


6-5 Cicero 64 PETE SAXON 
Cleveland, OH 


LaPorte 


315 


17 TEDDY SCHELL Barrington, IL 


52 JARROD SMITH Fairborn, OH 


Florissant, MO 68 MIKE STARK Platteville, WI 


207s Whitefish Bay, WI 18 AUSTIN STARR Logansport 


5-10 195 Jr University Heights, OH 7 COLLIN TAYLOR Carmel 


222 _ St Oconto, WI 2 MARCUS THIGPEN 


6-0 Detroit, MI 20 AUSTIN THOMAS Woodstock, GA 


6-2 Bartow, FL 90 ERIC THOMAS Cleveland, OH 


St. Petersburg, FL 1 TERRANCE THOMAS Detroit, MI 
Lakeland, FL 


Auburn Hills, MI 


65 AJ. THOMPSON 
Orlando, FL 1 TERRANCE TURNER 
87 TROY WAGNER 

3 ZACH WALKER 


Tyrone, GA 


O'Fallon, IL 
Plantation, FL 


Lakewood, OH 
Carmel 

19 BRANDON WALKER-ROBY WR 
4 JERRY WILLIAMS LB 
38 SHAWN WINSTON RB 


Valparaiso §-11 


Columbus, OH 5-9 


Glenview, IL 5-10 200 South Bend 
75 ARIK WOLF 


66 DENNIS ZEIGLER 


Fort Wayne 235 Lawrenceburg 


Santa Claus Indianapolis 


(7-6, 3-5) 
INDIANA STATE 
at Western Michigan 


Jacksonville, FL Bloomfield Hills, MI 


55-7 
37-27 
AKRON 41-24 
Co ee 
f a 
Ct atWiseonsia ~~ 88 
BALL STATE 38-20 J 
at Northwestern 28-31 ) 
\ cw PURDUE 21-24 | 
on 18, A, Marado 5. dj Kirlew ; 
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DEFENSE 


The strength of the defense should be 
the front seven. 

Leading the way is end Greg Middle- 
ton, who is coming off a monster soph- 
omore season. Middleton, a finalist for 
the Ted Hendricks Award for defensive 
ends, was voted first-team All-Big Ten 


and received some All-America mention 


after leading the nation with 16 sacks. 


End Jammie Kirlew and tackle Greg 


Brown, in addition to linebackers Will 
Patterson and Geno Johnson, also are 
returning starters in the front seven. 
Patterson was second on the team with 
104 tackles last season. 

The big hole to fill is at cornerback, 
but the Hoosiers are solid at safety with 
Nick Polk and Austin Thomas. 

Polk, a converted wide receiver, re- 
turns at free safety, where he had 74 
tackles and two interceptions last year. 
Polk, one of the best athletes on the 
team, will see some action on offense 
this season. 

Thomas is a big hitter who had 22 
tackles against Michigan State in 2007. 
He led IU and was among the Top 10 in 
the Big Ten with 112 tackles. 

“Our front seven has a chance to be 
very good,” Lynch said. 

“Middleton’s a star. And we've got 
more depth in the line, with the abil- 
ity to rotate more people. I really like 
our linebackers. All three of our start- 
ers — Patterson, (Matt) Mayberry and 
Johnson — look like Big Ten lineback- 
ers. And we've got depth.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The Hoosiers have two of the best in 
the nation in placekicker Austin Starr 
and kick returner Marcus Thigpen. 

Starr has been nearly perfect, making 
33 of 38 career field-goal attempts, in- 
cluding 21 of 23 last season. It was his 
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Indiana's Winning Trend 1998-2007 
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MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 395s 
DE Greg Middleton 
Dominating as a sopho- 

more last year. He led the 
| nation and set a school 
} record with 16 sacks, which | 
) also was the fourth-highest 
total in Big Ten history. ... 
Voted first-team all-confer- 
ence by the leaque’s coaches 
} and media, and also received 
first- and second-team All- —— 
American honors. :.. While — S 
) he specialized in terrorizing QBs, he also had 50 
overall tackles, broke up four passes, recovered 
two fumbles and forced a fumble, aia ay rhs 


EMERGING STAR 


LB Matt Mayberry 

Mayberry is taking over as 
the staring middle lineback- 
er after seeing action as the 
backup last season. ... Had 
42 tackles as a reserve. 1. 
Finished the season strong 
against Oklahoma State in 
the Insight Bowl, matching a 
career-high with eight tack- 
les, including seven solo and 
one for loss. — 


TOP NELUCOMER 


RB Darius Willis 
The marquee player and a 
huge in-state catch for coach 
Bill Lynch's first recruiting 
class. ... There are no plans 
to redshirt Willis, a very mus- 
cular 6-0, 220-pounder. ... }) 
Willis played in the Under 
Armour All-American High 
School Game and placed sec- 
ond in the Marine Corps “»4 
Skills Challenge. ... Rushed — ; . 
for 1,728 yards and 28 touchdowns as a senior me 
Franklin Central High School. } 
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Kick of a Lifetime 
Was for Hoeppner 


As Austin Starr lined up to attempt a 
49-yard potential game-winning field goal 
against Purdue in the 2007 regular-season 
finale, he knew exactly what was at stake. 

It was much more than a victory over 
the Hoosiers’ arch-rival in the annual bat- 
tle for the Old Oaken Bucket. The players 
had dedicated the season to Terry Hoepp- 
ner, their former coach who lost his battle 
with cancer last June. 

They adopted Hoeppner’s challenge of 
“Let's play 13,” meaning IU’s goal was 
to play in a bowl game for the first time 
since 1993. 


Player Profile 


“He's always on my mind,” Starr said. 
“But in order for me to do my job, you have 
to block out certain things. For a brief mo- 
ment, I did have to block out the distrac- 
tions and the emotions. 

“As I was taking my steps back, and tak- 
ing my steps over, I just thought about how 
great it was going to be after I made it.” 

Make it he did, as time expired, and 
52,000 fans celebrated a victory, a season and 
a memory of their beloved former coach. 

“After the kick went through, I imme- 
diately thought of him. And I thanked 
him,” Starr said. “And then I went over 
to Jane (Hoeppner’s widow) and gave her 
a hug and said, ‘That was for Coach Hep’ 
And when Amy Fox, his daughter, gave me 
a hug, I said, ‘That was for your dad‘ 

“What a fantastic way to end the regular 
season, just a great, great win. And the 
entire city of Bloomington truly celebrated 
that night. It will be something I'll never 
forget. Fantastic memory.” 

It was a fantastic memory from a fan- 
tastic season for Starr, a second-team 
All-American and finalist for the Lou 
Groza Award. 

He was nearly perfect, making 21 of 23 
field-goal attempts, and one of the misses 
was blocked. The other miss came earlier in 
the Purdue game. 

During the past two seasons, Starr has 
made 33 of 38 attempts. He also stars in 
the classroom, with a 3.8 grade-point aver- 
age in biology. 

Starr arrived at IU as a walk-on, but was 
awarded a scholarship before last season. 

“Tt was one of Coach Hoeppner’s last re- 
quests before he died,” Starr said. “At his 
memorial service, when we all walked past 
his casket and gave Jane a hug, I was cry- 
ing my eyes out.” 

Starr kept the memorial card from the 
funeral service in his locker for the entire 
season. 

“T would read that before every 
game,” he said. “And I'd say, ‘It’s me and 
you coach.” 


49-yarder that beat Purdue and assured 
Indiana would “Play 13” last year. 

In 2006, Thigpen led the nation with 
a 30.1-yard average on kickoff returns. 
He returned three for touchdowns, 
including one for 100 yards. His aver- 
age dipped to 22.9 last season as teams 


kicked away from him. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The schedule is conducive to fashion- 
ing another winning season. 

For the second consecutive year, 
the Hoosiers don’t play Ohio State or 
Michigan. Their non-conference games 
are against Western Kentucky, Murray 
State, Ball State and Central Michigan. 

They get Michigan State, Iowa, 
Northwestern and Wisconsin at home 
in the Big Ten, but they do have to 
travel to Illinois, Penn State and rival 
Purdue. 

“People criticize our schedule,” Lynch 
said. “We've got eight home games. 
Indiana University has eight home foot- 
ball games. Eight of our first 10. That’s 
unheard of around here. But it’s the 
nature of scheduling nowadays.” 


— Tom Kubat 


SCHEDULE 


Aug. 30 WESTERN KENTUCKY 
‘Sept. 6 “MURRAY STATE z 
Sept. 20 BALL STATE ~ 

“Sept.27 +~—« MICHIGAN STATE 


Nov. 22 at Purdue © 
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By Steve Silverman 


Cardinals In A Box 


COACH: Brady Hoke — At Ball State snd overall: 
22-37, 5 years 


OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR; Stan Parrish 


DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mark Smith 
LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1996 
LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2006 


RETURNING STARTERS: 17; 9 offense, 6 defense, 
punter, kicker 

PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Nate Davis, OT Robert Brewster, 
DE Brandon Crawford, LB Bryant Haines, CB B.J. Hill, 

TE Darius Hill, CB Trey Lewis, WR Dante Love 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The Cardinals have an explosive 
offense and their schedule doesn’t feature a lot of 
non-conference heavyweights — only Indiana from 

a BCS league. The time is now to take advantage 

of the pass-catch possibilities on the team. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The Cardinals were explosive 
last season but were not efficient in short-yardage 
situations, The defense improved last year but there's 
still a long way to go, especially up front. LB Bryant 
Haines has been bothered by injuries in the past. 


OFFENSE 

The offense has to continue to perform at 
a high level if Ball State is going to meet or exceed 
the standards set a year ago. That shouldn’t be 
a problem. 

It starts with junior quarterback Nate Davis, 
who is helping the MAC continue its reputation 
for turning out excellent quarterbacks. Davis, 
second-team all-conference last season, completed 
270 of 478 passes for a school-record 3,667 yards 
with 30 touchdowns and six interceptions. 

He sees the field well, throws the deep ball 
very well ... and it helps to have wo NFL-caliber 
pass-catchers. 

Senior wide receiver Dante Love caught 100 
passes for 1,396 yards last season, relying on his 
speed and quickness to get open. At 5-10 and 179 
pounds, he knows how to find the open spaces, or 
he simply runs past defenders. 

Darius Hill caught 65 passes last season, 
including 11 for touchdowns, to make him one 
of the most productive tight ends in the country. 
Wide receiver Daniel Ifft showed in the spring 
that he could be a valuable third option behind 
Love and Hill. 

Another receiver to watch will be incoming 
freshman Briggs Orsbon, who has similar skills 
to Love. 

Pint-sized junior MiQuale Lewis — he’s 5-6 
and 184 pounds — is coming back from an ACL 
tear last September, hoping to regain his starting 


2008 Schedule 
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: 2007 Results - 


(7-6,5-2) 


Ball 5. state 


job. Lewis rushed 92 times for 447 yards and two 
touchdowns in five games before the injury. 

Senior right tackle Robert Brewster anchors 
a line that is talented and experienced among the 
starters, but green among the backups. John Purdy, 
who had started 16 games in the past two seasons, 
mostly at guard, transferred after last season. 


DEFENSE 

There were improvements made last season, but 
the Cardinals did give up 52 points to Rutgers in 
the International Bowl, so there’s still a mountain 
to climb. 

There are positives, starting with the plus-1.31 
turnover margin the team had a year ago, ranking 
fourth in the nation. Linebacker Bryant Haines is 
an excellent tackler with leadership skills. He led 
the team with 125 tackles, including nine for loss. 

Defensive end Brandon Crawford has an unusu- 
al story, but there’s more to him than that. The 
31-year-old ex-Marine is one of the best playmak- 
ing linemen in the MAC. He had 60 tackles, 
including 17 for loss and eight sacks as a “junior” 
last year. He also picked off a pass. 

Cornerback B.J. Hill is the cornerstone of a sec- 
ondary that hopes to improve. Hill had 77 tackles 
and tied for the team lead with five interceptions 
in 2007. 

He is joined by cornerback Trey Lewis, who had 
59 tackles and six pass break-ups last season. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Punter Chris Miller is one of the best in the 
nation, averaging 45.4 yards per attempt and drop- 
ping 23 inside the 20. Jake Hogue and Ian McGarvey 
are battling at placekicker. Neither distinguished 
himself a year ago. McGarvey made seven of nine 
field-goal attempts while Hogue was 11 of 19. 


OVERVIEW 

The Cardinals are right to feel good about 
themselves and the direction of the program. They 
have an exciting offense with at least a trio of future 
pro players. It again should come down in the 
West as a battle between Ball State and Central 
Michigan. Two November road games — at Miami 
University and at Central Michigan — probably 
will tell the tale. 


2007 Rankings 


Au 28 NORTHEASTERN E | 

ie L_ MIAMI (Ohio) 18-18) ee ae me ee 
"Sept. 5 NAVY . ) Scoring 31.5 39 
“Sept. 13 ataerans | W at Eastern Michigan 38-16 Rushing 148.9 6 
Bae AnH AVY ST) 34-31) Passing 284.9 22 
peep 20 atIndiana © | —_at Nebraska 40-41 nae 2 
eeatg Beers ts Acer nn MICHIOAN ances 4 . 
tes 3 eng. |W. WESTERN KENTUCKY 35-12 | DEFENSE PER GAME RANK 
Oct 11 at Western Kentucky = wat Western Michigan 27-23 ate ae = 
“Oct. 25 EASTERN MICHIGAN Latinos 17-28 are a 2 
“Nov. 5 NORTHERNILLINOIS | L at Indiana 20-38 : ee zi 

W TOLEDO 41-20 : 

| Nov. 14 sbwiaa (ORNS Tw at Northern ilinois 27-21 
Nov. 19 at Central Michigan International Bowl TO MARGIN se GAME RANK 
/Nov.25 WESTERN MICHIGAN Lvs Rutgers 30-52 | +17 +1.31 4 
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Depth Chart 


Offense 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
QB Nate Davis* 6-2 217 dr. 
Tanner Justice 6-3 196 Jr. 
HB MiQuale Lewis 5-6 184 dr. 
Chris Clanc 6-2 231 Sr. 
WR Dante Love* 5-10 179 Sr. 
Myles Trempe 6-4 202 So, 
WR Daniel Ifft 6-3 181 Sr. 
Louis Johnson 6-1 177 Sr. 
TE Darius Hill 6-6 236 8©= Sr. 
Drew Sharick 6-6 230 Fr. 
TE Madaris Grant* 6-5 222 dr. 
Brendan Choy 6-4 247 Fr. 
LT Andre Ramsey* 6-5 304 = Sr. 
Adam Cole 6-6 278 Sr 
LG Michael Switzer* 6-5 277 ~—s So. 
Lance Helton 6-5 296 So. 
c Dan Gerberry* 6-3, 292 «Sr. 
Ben Jacoby 6-2 263 Fr. 
RG Kyle Cornwell* 6-4 272 Sr. 
Kreg Hunter 6-3 284 Fr. : 
RT Robert Brewster* 6-5 310 Sr 
Travis Arnold 6-8 284 So. 
Defense 
Pos. Name Hter re wt ect: 
DE Brandon Crawford* 6-3 260 = Sr. 
Jermaine Houston 6-4 241 Sr. 
NT Rene Perry 5-11 271 So. 
Jafe Pitcock 6-2 262 Fr. 
DT Drew Ouffin 6-3 255 Jr. 
Gonzalo Barinaga 6-2 256 Sr. 
DE Justin Woodard 6-3 222 So. 
Robert Eddins 6-3 224 dr. 
LB Kenny Meeks* 6-2 230 Sr. 
Antonio Beasley 6:0 219 Sr. 
LB Davyd Jones 6-1 200 So. 
Wendell Brown 6-0 214 Sr. 
LB Bryant Haines* 6-5 223 Sr. 
Lorren Womack 6-0 221 Fre 
cB Trey Lewis* 6-0 190 Sr. 
Trey Buice 5-10 _175 Sr. 
cB B.J. Hill* 5-7 180) Sr. 
Brandon Carnegie 5-11 183 So. 
Ss Alex Knipp* 6-0 194 dr. 
Sean Baker 6-1 205 Fr. 
FS Derrick Henry 6-1 189 So, 
Dane Cook 6-0 186 = So. 
Special Teams 
Pos. Name Ht. wt. Cl. 
K Jake Hogue* 5-9 195 So. 
P Chris Miller* 6-2 2112 Sr. 


* Returning Starters in Bold 


EEE 
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- Attrition’ has taken a bite out. of the 
_ Hawkeyes’ development and continuity. } 
‘That's why the program is without a prov- 
en running back and has basically no 
~ competition at quarterback even after — 
Jake Christensen’s lackluster 2007. The 
se has way too many question marks 
the | Hawkeyes to be considered a seri- 
Big Ten contender, but Iowa should be 
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Good Decisions Needed On and Off the Field 


Towa has issues on the field heading into 
the season, but the Hawkeyes might first 
have to clear things up off the field. 

The Hawkeyes finished 6-6 a year ago, 
losing to Western Michigan in their home 
finale to end their streak of six consecutive 
bowl seasons. 

That was the insult. The injury started 
before the season and spread more like a 
disease into the offseason. Iowa, over the 
span of a little more than a year, had 14 
players arrested for crimes ranging from 
underage drinking to felony drug posses- 
sion. Three other players were questioned 
about an alleged sexual assault. 

“Believe me, I think about this daily. 
It’s been a long haul, longer than I'd like 
to remember,” coach Kirk Ferentz said. 
“The more you think about it, it just gets 
down to guys doing the right thing on a 
continual basis, realizing it’s important.” 

Iowa might bring in a life skills adviser 
to help younger players make the adjust- 
ment to college life. Eight players arrested 
were in their first or second year. 

The Hawkeyes are looking for sound 
footing on the field, too. 

Defensive tackles Mitch King and Matt 
Kroul will be four-year starters. After 
them, every starter needs to prove-it to 
some degree, beginning with junior quar- 
terback Jake Christensen. 

Christensen struggled in his first season 
as a starter, completing 54 percent of his 
pass attempts for the league's worst of- 
fense. A reasonable conclusion on Chris- 
tensen’s performance has to be measured 
by an offensive line that allowed 46 sacks 


— the sixth-highest total nationally. 

Christensen also lost his top two tar- 
gets when wide receiver Andy Brodell and 
tight end Tony Moeaki suffered season- 
ending injuries at Wisconsin. 

Adding to the degree of difficulty on 
offense is lowa’s gaping hole at running 
back. Sophomore Jevon Pugh didn’t re- 
turn to school after spring break, leaving 
Iowa without a returning running back 
that logged a carry in college. 

Towa is depending on junior Shonn 
Greene's eligibility to clear up before this 
fall (he had 378 yards in two seasons be- 
fore he left school because of academics 
last summer) or a first-year player to come 
in and be a Big Ten running back. 

“You hate to say a freshman is going to 
have to help us,” Ferentz said, “but I don't 
think there’s any doubt about it.” 

If running back sounds sort of rick- 
ety, it’s just symbolic of the Hawkeyes 
right now. 


OFFENSE 


There is enough blame to go around 
on offense, starting with quarterback Jake 
Christensen. 

He struggled in every way as a first-year 
starter as Iowa scored just 18.5 points per 
game. Christensen’s 6.13 yards per at- 
tempt was the lowest figure among Big 
Ten starters. He was also the league’s low- 
est-rated passer with an efficiency rating 
of 116.94. 

But if Iowa’s offense hopes to move out 
of the basement, not only is Christensen 
going to have to be better, the line has to 
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make some serious strides, too. 

The good news is four starters (Bryan 
Bulaga, Rafael Eubanks, Seth Olsen and 
Kyle Calloway) and two part-time starters 
(Julian Vandervelde and Dan Doering) 
return along with all the top reserves from 
last season. 

The bad news is this unit allowed 46 
sacks and helped the running game aver- 
age only 3.5 yards a carry, lowest in the 
Big Ten. 

Iowa needs to find some lightning in 
the bottle at running back. Last year’s 
senior duo of Albert Young and Da- 
mian Sims is gone. Sophomore Jevon 
Pugh, who would have been lowa’s top 
returning rusher with all of 40 yards, 
has left school. 


That leaves junior college transfer 


2007 stats: 126.3 ypg rushing (10th in Big Ten/92nd in NCAA), 190.1 passing (Gth/94th), 316.3 total offense (11th/109th), 18.5 points per game (11th/110th) 


QB Jake Christensen” Jr.__ lowahas to have better production at this spot. Ricky Stanzi, So. 


RB Shonn Greene Jt. This position is a mammoth question mark, J. Brinson, Fr/N, Guillory, Jr. 
FB Jordan McLaughlin Sr. __ lowa fullbacks had three touches last season. Brett Morse, So. 


WR Andy Brodell* St. _Big-play threat coming off torn hamstring. Colin Sandeman, So. 
WR _ Derrell Johnson-Koulianos So. _lowa’s leading receiver as a freshman. Trey Stross, Jr. 
TE Tony Moeaki* Sr. __ Missed eight games and spring with injuries. Brandon Myers, Sr. 


U___ Bryan Bulaga* So. _ Started five games at guard as a true freshman. Andy Kuempel, uf. 
LG Julian Vandervelde* So. These two ended the season splitting time. Dan Doering, Jr. 


C Rafael Eubanks” Jr. __ This position will go into fall undecided. Rob Bruggeman, sr. 
RG Seth Olsen* St. __ Started 11 games at right tackle last season, Travis Meade, Jr. 
RT__Kyle Calloway” Jr. Makes the move from left tackle last season. Wesley Aeschliman, Sr. 
“Returning Starter 


2007 stats: 122.0 ypa rushing (4th in Big Ten/24th in NCAA), 229.2 passing (6th/62nd), 351.2 total defense (Sth/36th), 18.8 points per game (3rd/12th) 


DE __Adrian Clayborn So Had 4.5 tackles for loss as.a backup last year. Chad Geary, Jr. 

DT Matt Kroul* Sr. __ Impressive 74 tackles during junior year. K. Klug, So/A. Narinskiy, Sr. 
DT Mitch King* Sr. Among Big Ten leaders with 14.5 tackles for loss. Cody Hundertmark, So. 

DE — Christian Ballard So.  Fourtackles for loss in limited time as a frosh. Broderick Binns, Fr. 

LB _Jacody Coleman So. Earned one start as a true freshman. Pat Angerer, Jr. 

LB Jeff Tarpinian So, Started his career at lowa as a safety. Jeremiha Hunter, So. 

LB Ad. Edds* Jr. lowa’s next great linebacker. Tyler Nielsen, Fr. 

CB _ Bradley Fletcher Sr. __ Took advantage of limited starts (two INTs). C. Rowell, Jr/D, Paine, Fr. 
CB _ Jordan Bernstine So. Making the move from special teams. Drew Gardner, Sr. 


$$ Harold Dalton’ Sr. Arreturning starter, but he will be pushed, L. Tillison, So./T. Sash, Fr. 
FS __ Brett Greenwood* So. __ Second on the team with seven pass breakups. Diauntae Morrow, So. 
*Returning Starter 


Nate Guillory, true freshmen Jeff Brin- 


DEFENSE 


son and Jewel Hampton, and walk-ons Iowa's defense is defined by two players 


Paki O’Meara and Jayme Murphy bat- who are here and two players who aren't. 


tling for carries. Shonn Greene is ex- The Hawkeyes are going to be pow- 


pected to return from academic limbo, gy fy) up front. Mitch King and Matt 
but it has been 18 games since he’s car- 


ried the ball. 


The wide receiver rotation will in- 


Kroul will start at tackle for the fourth 
consecutive season. The pair have been 


extremely productive, combining for 


clude senior Andy Brodell, who is full 139 tackles last season. 


throttle after suffering a season-ending King earned All-Big Ten honors by 
g ‘ 


torn hamstring last season, junior Trey ranking ninth in the league with 14.5 


Stross and sophomore Derrell Johnson- 
Koulianos. Johnson-Koulianos led lowa 
in receiving last year with 38 receptions 
for 482 yards. 

Tight end Tony Moeaki, who sat out 
spring with a wrist injury, will return 
after suffering a season-ending elbow 


injury last year. 


tackles for loss. He also got in passing 
lanes and broke up seven passes. Kroul, 
who has 37 career starts, was fourth on 
the team with 74 tackles, which is more 
like a linebacker’s total. 

When sophomore ends Adrian Clay- 
born and Christian Ballard join King and 
Kroul this fall, all four of lowa’s defensive 


am 
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Riley Relfi, DE 

Defensive end Riley Reiff committed to lowa, switched to Nebraska, 
then switched back to the Hawkeyes. He's one of the best defensive 
ends in the nation and could see the field early. 


Nate Guillory, RB 

Nate Guillory was one of the top junior college offensive players the 
past two seasons. He was originally slated to head to Kansas State, 
but the Hawkeye staff convinced him to head to lowa City instead. He 
should be able to help give the Hawkeye offense a nice punch right 
away. 


John Wienke, 0B 

The left-handed quarterback was heading to Michigan before the 
coaching change in Ann Arbor. He should fit what the Hawkeyes want 
from their quarterbacks perfectly. While he might not start from Day 
| One, the Elite 11 selection is good enough to be a long-time starter. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Steve Bigach 1B oo 6-3 Cleveland, OH St Ignatius 
Chose lowa over Yale and Air Force. 


David Blackwell ATH GOO 6-2 207 Fort Lauderdale, FL Cardinal Gibbons 
Rated as the nation’s No. 78 athlete by Rivals.com. 


Jeff Brinson RB OOO 5-11 203 Saint Petersburg, FL Northeast Saint 
Rated as the No. 82 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 45 
running back. 


Greg Castillo MH oo 5-10 158 Mit Laurel, NJ St Joseph's 
Chose lowa over Villanova. 


David Cato DB OOO 5-10 190 Mansfield, TX 
Rated as the nation’s No. 67 safety by Rivals.com. 


dames Ferentz = ooo 6-2 250 lowa City, IA lowa City 
Rated as the No. 3 prospect in lowa by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 16 
center. 


Joe Gaglione DBE oo 6-3 212 Mentor, OH Lake Catholic 
First-team All-District as a senior. 


Jonathan Gimm Tr ooo 6-3 235 Spring, X Westfield 
Rated as the nation’s No. 44 tight end by Rivals.com. 


J.D, Griggs DBE oo 6-4 220 Piscataway, NJ Piscataway 
Had 11 receptions for 220 yards and five touchdowns his senior season. 


Nate Guillory RB OOO 5-10 180 Coffeyville, KS Coffeyville C.C. 
Rated as the No. 44 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Jewel Hampton RB OO 5-9 195 Indianapolis, IN 
First-team All-State as a senior. 


Bratl Herman TE 000 6-5 220 Metamora, IL 
Rated as the No. 27 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 44 
tight end. 


William Lowe RB OO 5-9 165 Cleveland, 0H Glenville Academic Campus 
Chose lowa over Indiana and N.C. State. 
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Average Stars 


THE SLEEPER 


Joe Gaglione, DE 
Mentor (Ohio) Lake Catholic defensive | qgtaq stars 
end Joe Gaglione emerged late and 
picked up offers from Pittsburgh and 
Indiana before choosin the 
Hawkeyes. 2 2009 NEEDS 
Linebacker will be a big position of need in 
the 2009 class for lowa. The Hawkeyes only 
signed one true linebacker in the 2008 class 
and depth is going to be needed. Also, help 
at receiver continues to be a priority after 
lowa was forced to play walk-ons at the spot 
in 2007. 


Casey McMillan “i oo 6-4 285 Billings, MT Billings Central 
Also lettered in track and basketball. 


Trent Mossbrucker ==K OO 5-11 195 Mooresville, IN Mooresville 
Rated as the No. 14 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 19 
Kicker. 


DeMarco Paine AH OOO 5-10 175 St Louis, M0 Hazelwood East 
Rated as the No. 9 prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 66 
athlete. 


Shane Prater WR OG 6-0 158 Omaha, NE Central 
Rated as the No. 8 prospect in Nebraska by Rivals.com. 


Shaun Prater BB OOo 5-10 159 Omaha, NE Central 
Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Nebraska by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 68 
cornerback. 


Riley Reiff DE ooo 6-6 250 Parkston, SD Parkston 
Rated as the nation’s No. 25 strongside defensive end by Rivals.com. 


Jason Semmes DE oo 6-3 218 Orchard Lake, Ml 
First-team All-State as a senior. 


Khalif Staten WR ooo 6-3 219 Brooklyn, NY 
Rated as the No. 4 prospect in New York by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation's No. 85 
wide receiver. 


Jack Swanson DB OS 5-11 173 Naples, FL Naples 
First-team All-State as a senior. 


dames Vandenberg 0B OOO 6-2 176 Keokuk, 1A Keokuk 
Rated as the No. 5 prospect in lowa by Rivals.com. 


John Wienke B ooo 6-4 196 Tuscola, IL Tuscola 
Rated as the No. 9 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 14 
pro-style quarterback. 
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PAT ANGERER 


JORDAN BERNSTINE 
BRODERICK BINNS 
TYLER BLUM 

ANDY BRODELL 
ROB BRUGGEMAN 
BRYAN BULAGA 
KYLE CALLOWAY 
PAUL CHANEY 
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73 
30 
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37 
21 


ADRIAN CLAYBORN: 
JACODY COLEMAN 
JOE CONKLIN 
HAROLD DALTON 
LEBRON DANIEL 
MIKE DANIELS 
BRUCE DAVIS 
TYREL DETWEILER 
DAN DOERING 
RYAN DONAHUE 
TOM DONATELL 
AJ. EDDS 
RAFAEL EUBANKS 
BEN EVANS 


ZACH FURLONG 
DREW GARDNER 
CHAD GEARY 
TYLER GERSTANDT 
ADAM GETTIS 
BRETT GREENWOOD 
JUSTIN GREINER 
BRYCE GRISWOLD 
NATE GUILLORY 
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Bloomfield 
Bettendorf 
Lawrence, KS 
Des Moines 

St. Paul, MN 
Walnut 
Ankeny 

Cedar Rapids 
Crystal Lake, IL 
Belleville, iL 
St. Louis, MO 
Lockport, IL 
St. Louis, MO 
Beaumont, TX 
Davenport 
Camden, NJ 
Cleveland, OH 
Blackwood, NJ 
Cleveland, OH 
Williamsburg 
Barrington, IL 
Evergreen Park, IL 
Suwanee, GA 
Greenwood, IN 
St. Paul, MN 
lowa City 
Youngstown, OH 
Xenia, OH 
Cherry Hill, NJ 
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47 WADE LEPPERT 
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11_DON NORDMANN 

35 JARED OBERLAND 

73 SETH OLSEN 

25 PARI O'MEARA 

97 ROSS PETERSEN 

70 _ AUSTIN POSTLER 

27 _JEVON PUGH 

82 _ ALLEN REISNER 

78 _DACE RICHARDSON 

34 CHRIS ROWELL 

85 MICHAEL SABERS 

22. COLIN SANDEMAN 
9 TYLER SASH 

65 ANDREW SCHULZE 

39 AUSTIN SIGNOR 
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Wauconda, IL 
Goose Lake 
Cedar Rapids 
Belmond 

St. Louis, MO 
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Palo 

Cleveland, OH 
Willowbrook, IL 
Willingboro, NJ 
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Mansfield, TX 
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f nothing else, Iowa’s spring practice pro- 

duced a healthy Andy Brodell. Potentially, 
that’s a really big something. 

The senior wide receiver caught five passes for 
52 yards during the final scrimmage. Not a huge 
day, but to appreciate the effort, you need to flash- 
back to the last time Brodell was on the field. 

He crumpled to the Camp Randall Stadium turf 
after suffering a torn hamstring during Iowa's 
Big Ten opener at Wisconsin last season. 

Wide receiver ... torn hamstring ... it didn’t 
look good. 

“Emotionally, it was tough,” said Brodell, who 
caught 13 passes in four games last year. 
“T never had any type of serious injury like that 
in my career, even in high school.” 

Brodell positioned himself to have a big junior 
year. He set a record with 153 receiving yards 
against Texas in the 2006 Alamo Bowl. He had 
13 catches for 318 yards and three touchdowns 
in Iowa’s final two games of the ‘06 season. 

“From Day One, I was up walking sooner than 
they thought I would be. I was jogging sooner 
than I thought I would be,” he said, “That right 
there was big mentally, knowing that this was 
coming back pretty quick and that I'm going to 
be able to rebound.” 

¢ Pat Angerer and Jacody Coleman will be 
locked at the starting middle linebacker position 
through fall camp. 

Each player has his strengths. 

“T think Pat’s got a step on Jacody. He's quicker 
as far as pass-game stuff,” strongside linebacker 
A.J. Edds said. “The thing about Jacody (is) the 
more he learns the better he gets, the more relaxed 
he is, the more progress he'll make.” 

¢ Iowa's placekicking is officially a problem. 
Junior Austin Signor and sophomore Daniel 
Murray combined for 10th in Big Ten field goal 
percentage, 63 percent (10 of 16). They also 
missed a league-high four PATs. 

When Iowa was winning conference titles 
under Kirk Ferentz, it enjoyed stellar placekick- 
ing, with Nate Kaeding claiming the Lou Groza 
Award in 2002. 

Iowa signed a kicker in its 2008 recruiting 
class. Trent Mossbrucker made 27 of 38 field goal 
attempts at Mooresville (Ind.) High School last 
season. 


a 
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Matt Kroul 


linemen will be listed in the weight range 
between 264 and 277, a bit on the light 
side. Clayborn and Ballard might check 
in a little higher. In limited playing time 
last year, the rangy, athletic duo rang up 
4.5 sacks. 

Iowa will be looking for two new start- 
ers at cornerback because Charles Godfrey 
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Trend 1998-2007 


and Adam Shada are no longer around. 


i) oy dee 
| BRIGHTEST 


Senior Bradley Fletcher inherits the 
left corner spot. He started four games 
and picked off a pair of passes last 
season. Sophomore Jordan Bernstine 


is the early frontrunner on the other 


King 
King, at 6-3, 264 anaes 
‘isb it for speed among all 7 
300 Pounters onthe line 


side, but he missed spring practice af- 


ter shoulder surgery. 
Outside linebacker A.J. Edds shows 


potential as Iowa’s next great linebacker, 


4 rer, but jest aie | ‘first 
id unstoppable | motor 


making 80 tackles as a sophomore last 


season. Sophomores Jacody Coleman 


and Jeff Tarpinian have the inside track at 
middle and weakside linebacker. 


sacks king’ pass nish will be key asa 
Brett 


a er for an Iowa defense that will 


Greenwood has ‘eee : 
starting comerbacks. 


Sophomore 


grown by leaps and bounds. He finished 
ninth in the Big Ten with nine pass break- p 


ups, as well as two interceptions after 


a slow start at free safety. 


Senior Harold Dalton started all 12 ted laying time behind 


a pair of fifth-year seniors, 
collecting 20 tackles, includ- 
ving 2.5 for loss and two 
ee He also had a forced 
le and cases kick 


games at strong safety, so he has the lead 


there, although there is still competition. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Sophomore Ryan Donahue set an Iowa 


igh School in 


record with 86 punts last season, topping 
6-3, 22s penne flashed his: 


Dave Holsclaw’s mark of 85 from the 
1978 season. He also booted an 82-yarder 
in Iowa's victory over Michigan State, the 
second longest in school history. 

Austin Signor and Daniel Murray each ™ 


missed two extra point attempts last sea- \ aeibn/es-t215-pound 


standout recruit, will be 
counted on from the’ first 
day in Towa City. «. .. Brinson 
rushed for 4,925 sands and 
67 touchdowns at- Northeast 
(St. Petersburg, Fla.) High 
School. He gained 1,985 
‘yards and’ scored 24 touch- 
downs” last Season. ... 
‘Brinson could be a big part 
ofa rebuilt tushing attack. His size and speed 
‘should fit nicely in the Big Ten, 


son. The four misses were most in the Big 


Ten. They also combined to make just 10 
of 16 field goal tries. 

Iowa signed kicker Trent Mossbrucker 
in February. He made 27 of 38 career 
field goal attempts at Mooresville (Ind.) 


era 
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QB Doesn't Have 
Time for Doubis 


It’s not like Iowa fans need a push when 
it comes to ripping quarterback Jake Chris- 
tensen. 

Christensen guided the Big Ten‘s worst 
offense last season. Never mind that a 
young offensive line gave up 46 sacks. 
Never mind the receiving corps might have 
been more at home in day care. Not every- 
one has time for the big picture. 

Christensen played the featured posi- 
tion, so he became the target for the em- 
bittered when the Hawkeyes skidded into 
bowl-less, 6-6 mediocrity. 


124 Linoy's Sports ANNUALS 


But even the junior admitted he didn’t 
do himself any favors with his first pass of 
Iowa's spring game. 

He threw the ball into the arms of junior 
cornerback Chris Rowell, who returned it 
53 yards for a touchdown. 

“We all throw picks. We all make mis- 
takes, mine just happened to be on the 
first (pass),” Christensen said. “Sorry, fans. 
Don't kill me.” 

Put your torches and pitchforks down, 
people. If you believe what the head coach 
says, nothing will be set in stone at quar- 
terback until fall camp is over. 

Coach Kirk Ferentz said early in spring 
that the quarterback spot would fall un- 
der scrutiny. He said Christensen remains 
No. 1, but added it’s not down in ink. 

Christensen and sophomore Ricky Stanzi 
split snaps with the first-unit offense dur- 
ing spring. Redshirt freshman Marvin Mc- 
Nutt is next in line, with incoming fresh- 
men James Vanderberg and John Wienke 
joining the competition this fall. 

Christensen took every meaningful 
snap last season, finishing with a 53.5 
completion percentage (198 of 370) and 
17 touchdown passes to just six intercep- 
tions. But Christensen’s numbers, the 6-6 
record and the offensive inconsistency 
beg examination. 

The junior quarterback, not surprisingly, 
is taking it in stride. 

“T don't think you can ever doubt your- 
self or have doubt in your ability,” Chris- 
tensen said. “I'm the guy, but that’s not up 
to me. I can only take care of my job.” 

Christensen didn’t just go into cruise 
control after last season. He opened the 
hood and worked on his mechanics — 
everything from footwork to changing his 
grip on the ball. He didn’t like the season 
any more than the fans did. 

“There were a lot of things (worked on), 
but I think mostly that feeling of disappoint- 
ment,” he said. “You've just got to make the 
make-able plays. That’s the most disappoint- 
ing thing, when you don’t make those.” 


High School and holds a school-record 
49-yarder. 

Iowa hasn't returned a kickoff for a 
touchdown since C.J. Jones opened the 
2003 Orange Bowl with a 100-yard 
score. That is a span of five seasons and 
167 kickoffs. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The Hawkeyes have built-in victories 
in its first two games — home contests 
against Maine and Florida International. 
Everything falls into the toss-up category 
after that. 

Iowa finishes its non-conference slate 
with a home game against Iowa State and 
at Pittsburgh. The Cyclones have been a 
major hurdle for Ferentz. He's just 3-6 
against ISU in nine seasons. Pittsburgh 
should be vastly improved and be one of 
the best teams in the Big East. 

The Big Ten schedule skips Michigan 
and Ohio State, which, as the Hawkeyes 
showed last year, doesn’t guarantee suc- 
cess. The Hawkeyes go to Michigan State, 
Illinois and Minnesota, and a road win 
or two in that span likely will define the 
bowl scenarios. 

— Mare MB reD USE 
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By Jeff Reynolds 


COACH: Gregg Brandon — At Bowling Green and 
overall: 38-24, 5 years 

OFFENSIVE COORINDATORS: Troy Rothenbuhler (pass- 
ing game), Matt Campbell (running game) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Ward 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1992 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2006 

RETURNING STARTERS: 19; 8 offense, 9 defense, 
kicker, punter 

PLAYERS T0 WATCH: Q8 Tyler Sheehan, RB Anthony 
Turner, WR Freddie Barnes, LB Erique Dozier, DE Diyral 
Briggs, DB P.J. Mahone 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Bowling Green scores easily. 
Tyler Sheehan belongs in the conversation with Nate 
Davis and Dan LeFevour as one of the top QBs in the 
league, LB Erique Dozier has big-time talent. If he 
gets enough help in the front seven, Bowling Green 
could be back in a bowl game, 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Defense and road woes, 
Bowling Green hasn‘t been good outside of Perry 
Stadium. In addition, offensive coordinator Mick 
McCall was plucked by Northwestern. 


Falcons In A Box 


~— 


OFFENSE 

The Falcons have one of the top quarterbacks 
in the MAC, Tyler Sheehan, the leader of an 
offense that averaged 30.2 points and 402.5 yards 
per game last season. 

Sheehan enters his junior season with a 3,000- 
yard season and bowl experience. But there he 
does face some pressure adjusting behind a line 
with three new starters. Three fifth-year seniors 
are gone, leaving only guards Brandon Curtis and 
Shane Steffy from last year’s front five. 

Junior college transfer Andrew Beam is more 
than capable if Sheehan goes down, and redshirt 
freshman Nate Brown is looking for that backup 
role, too. 

The top three rushers return, Anthony Turner 
lined up at running back, quarterback and wide 
receiver last season and led the team with 106 car- 
ries for 519 yards and nine touchdowns. 

Eric Ransom started the ‘07 opener against 
Minnesota and had seven catches for 96 yards, 
but was lost for the season with knee injury. He 
gives the team options, as does 5-8 Willie Geter 
— he caught 37 passes and ran for 202 yards vs. 
Kent State. 

One of the premier receivers in the MAC, 
Freddie Barnes, caught 82 passes for 962 yards and 
nine touchdowns and forms a fearsome tandem 
with Corey Partridge, a senior who caught 46 
passes in just eight games. 

Bowling Green’s top seven receivers return. 


2008 Schedule 


2007 Results 


Bowling Green 


: 6-2 (T-st, | 


DEFENSE 

The Falcons were torched to the tune of 424.5 
yards per game, including 207.8 on the ground. 

They have plenty of talent. Bowling Green forced 
26 turnovers and had 32 sacks, but their third- 
down defense (46 percent conversions allowed) was 
awful and red-zone defense (40 touchdowns in 67 
opponent red-zone possessions) was even worse. 

Linebacker Erique Dozier and end Diyral Briggs 
have star qualities. Dozier, a virtual lock for double- 
digit tackles each game, led BGSU with 112 tackles 
last season. Briggs has lightning quickness and puts 
pressure on opposing quarterbacks. 

John Haneline had 96 tackles in nine games 
(18 vs. Miami) and is healthy again after a foot 
injury cost him the final four games. 

Six players who played in at least 10 games on 
the defensive line return. If the Falcons can main- 
tain consistent pressure on the passer, they have the 
opportunistic playmakers in the secondary, includ- 
ing P.J. Mahone and Antonio Smith, to get the ball 
back to the offense, 

Mahone, second-team All-MAC, had a league- 
high seven interceptions. Cornerback Kenny Lewis 
forced five fumbles, recovered three and had an 
interception. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Placekicker Sinisa Vrvilo became a weapon for 
Bowling Green and has the leg to hit from 50 yards 
— his long was 48. Vrvilo made 15 of 19 attempts 
and all 47 PATs. 

Nick Iovinelli, a redshirt junior, averaged 38.4 yards 
per punt and landed 12 of 53 punts inside the 20. 

Bowling Green never found a capable punt 
returner last season, but Corey Partridge might 
return to that role if he remains healthy. 

Roger Williams was solid returning kickoffs 
with a 24.5-yard average, and he had a 78-yard 
touchdown return in the GMAC Bowl. 


OVERVIEW 

Tough way to start the season: at Pittsburgh, 
vs. Minnesota, at Boise State. At least the MAC 
schedule doesn’t include Central Michigan or Ball 
State, and the Bowling Green offense should keep 
the Falcons in most games. With a bulk of their 


bowl roster back, the Falcons have to be considered 
one of the MAC favorites. 


2007 Rankings 
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TYLER SHEEHAN 


Depth Chart 


; Offense 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
QB Tyler Sheehan* 6-4 225 ot. 
Andrew Beam 6-4 230 Jr 
1B Anthony Turner* 6-2 229 Sr. 
Willie Geter 5-8 170 So. 
H Corey Partridge* 5-11 187 Sr. 
Jimmy Scheidler (FB 6-4 240 Jr 
WR Chris Wright* 5-10 181 Jr. 
Tyrone Pronty 6-0 181 Jr. 
WR Freddie Barnes* 6-0 212 Jr. 
Keston Cheathem 6-1 205 Sr. 
WR  Jermiah Kelley* 6-0 200s Sr. 
Derek Brighton 6-0 196 So. 
ur Jeff Fink 6-5 290 Sr. 
Aaron Kent 6-6 291 Sr 
LG Shane Steffy” 6-3 302 Jr. 
Scott Albert 6-7 300 Jr. 
Cc Ben Bojicic 6-5 292 Fr. 
Brandon Curtis 6-1 285 Sr. 
RG Brandon Curtis* 6-1 285 Sr. 
Brady Minturn 6-4 288 Jr. 
RT Tyler Donahue 6-6 292 = So. 
0.3. Young 6-5 295 or. 
Defense 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
DE Diyral Briggs* 6-3 230 Sr. 
Adrian Baker 6-3 231 Sr. 
NG Orlando Barrow* 6-2 287 ~— So. 
Nick Torresso 6-2 290 So. 
DT = Jacob Hardwick* 6-3 260 Jr. 
Michael Ream 6-2 270 dr 
DE Angelo Magnone 6-3 235 So. 
Joe Schaefer 6-4 259 Sr. 
LB Erique Dozier* 6-1 2351 Sts 
Cody Basler 6-3 238 Jr. 
LB John Haneline* 6-2 231 Sr. 
Eugene Fells 6-1 233 So. 
LB Jerett Sanderson 6-0 189 dr, 
Aaron Davis 6-2 197 dr. 
cB Antonio Smith* 5-10 180 Sr. 
Tarell Lewis 5-10 187 Jr. 
CB = Kenny Lewis* 5-11 185 = Sr. 
Roger Williams 5-10 197 Ire 
Ss P.J. Mahone* 5-11 201 Jr. 
Giovanni Fillari 5-11 _ 205 Sr. 
Ss Jahmal Brown* 5-10 192 Jr 
Calvin Marshall 5-11 196 So. 
_ Special Teams 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt. CL 
K Sinisa Vrvilo* 6-1 234 Sr. 
P Nick Tovinelli* 6-0 188 Sr. 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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Rich Rodriguez — At Michigan: 1st year: 
overall: 105-62-2, 15 years 


QB Steven Threet, RB Brandon Minor, 
OT Stephen Schilling, WR Greg Mathews, — 
DE Brandon Graham, DT Terrance apne th 

LB Obi Ezeh, CB Donovan Watren 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


The defense is loaded, and will need to. 

carry the Wolverines as the offense adapts 
to Rodriguez's spread system. All four 
starters are back along the line, including 


som into the team’s best corner since — 
Heisman Trophy winner Charles Woodson, 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


‘The offense is riddled with question 
marks, beginning at quarterback. — 


lack experience. Protecting Threet will be 
a raw line that retums one starter. : 


OT Jake Long, QB Chad Henne, RB Mike 
Hart, WR Mario Manningham, WR Adrian 
Arrington, LB Shawn Crable : 


Rodriguez has downplayed expectations — 
for ‘08 since he arrived in Ann Arbor — 
and for obvious reasons. The Wolverines 
lost six players to the NFL Draft and have 
gaping holes on offense. With marquee ~ 
games at Notre Dame, Penn State and 
Ohio State, plus home dates against 
Michigan State and Wisconsin, it’s no lock 
that Michigan will finish above .500 for a 
24th consecutive season. 


the super-talented Brandon Graham, 
Donovan Warren, a sophomore, could Wes 


Presumed starter Steven Threet has yet to— 
throw a college pass, and his backups also 
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Rodriguez Hopes to Spread New Attitude at Michigan 


WS Lloyd Carr announced his re- 
tirement as Michigan head coach 
after 13 seasons, athletic director Bill 
Martin flirted with LSU coach Les Miles, 
a former Wolverine assistant and player, 
as a potential successor. 

Then Martin tried to woo Rutgers 
coach Greg Schiano, but was turned 
down. Ultimately, Martin hired West 
Virginia coach Rich Rodriguez, a proven 
winner, but someone who had no Michi- 
gan ties and — gasp — was a devotee of 
the spread offense. 

To Carr, the spread was as welcome 
as the plague. But Rodriguez embraces 
the offense, viewing it as an ideal way 
to exploit defenses with a multitude of 
skilled athletes. 

Enjoying a broader recruiting reach 
than he could ever imagine with the 
Mountaineers, the coach is eager to see 
how his approach works in the Big Ten. 

So are Michigan fans, who have tired 
of generally poor bowl performances, and 
losing the dominant position in the con- 
ference to archrival Ohio State. 

But Rodriguez isn’t making grand 
promises just yet. During spring practices, 
he criticized his players for being soft, and 
said, “We're not going to be the most tal- 
ented team every time we show up. We're 
going to have to play with a certain inten- 
sity all the time to have a chance.” 

That intensity is being demanded in 
every aspect of the program, starting with 
conditioning. 

Rodriguez brought veteran strength 


and conditioning coach Mike Barwis 


with him from West Virginia. Barwis has 
wasted no time making an impact. He 
ordered the weight room stripped bare 
and ordered new equipment tailored to 
his style of training. By the start of spring 
practices, the players had already begun to 
appreciate the difference. 

“I’m stronger and more explosive than 
I’ve been in a while,” senior defensive 
tackle Will Johnson said. “They know 
what you need to do and how to get you 
there.” 

But where the Wolverines really want 
to see improvement is on the field. Michi- 
gan has had its share of disappointments 
in recent seasons, including six losses in 
seven games to the Buckeyes and defeats 
in five of past seven bowl games. 

In the best case scenario, Michigan will 
begin to resemble some of Rodriguez's 
squads at West Virginia, which lost five 
games in his final three years in Morgan- 
town. 

But like Michigan Stadium, which is in 
the midst of a major renovation, the Wol- 
verine football team might not resemble 


a finished product just yet. 


OFFENSE 


What's new here? Only everything. 
Gone is the pro-style offense, replaced by 
the Rodriguez spread, which he’s honed 
for nearly 20 years. 

Getting things humming might take a 
while, however, given the learning curve 
for the players and the substantial person- 
nel losses. 


Michigan's leading career rusher Mike 
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Photo by: Leon Halip/Getty Images 


Hart is gone, as is the school’s all-time 
leading passer, Chad Henne. The team’s 
two top receivers have departed, along 
with the NFL Draft’s No. 1 overall pick, 
offensive tackle Jake Long. 

To make matters worse, quarterback 
Ryan Mallett transferred and Justin 


Boren — a starting lineman — left the 


program in the spring for, of all places, 
Ohio State. 

Stepping into Henne’s shoes is redshirt 
freshman Steven Threet, who transferred 
to Michigan from Georgia Tech. Threet, 
who is 6-6, played in a spread offense in 
high school, but he doesn’t have the type 
of mobility of the quarterback Rodriguez 
left behind in West Virginia, Pat White. 

For that dimension, the coach might 


want to relieve Threet on occasion, per- 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 164.9 ypy rushing (6th in Big Ten/47th in NCAA), 220.2 ypg passing (5th/61st), 385.1 ypg total offense (10th/68th), 27.2 png (8thv/63rd) 


QB — Steven Threet Fr. Georgia Tech transfer inherits the job. Nick Sheridan, So. 
RB Brandon Minor Jr. Has size, speed; must find consistency. Kevin Grady, Jr. 
WR Greg Mathews* Jr. Should blossom as team’s No. 1 wideout. Darryl Stonum, Fr. 
WR Junior Hemingway So. Had four receptions as a freshman. LaTerryal Savoy, Jr. 
WR __ Toney Clemons So. __Caughta single ball in ‘07. Zion Babb, So. 

TE _ Carson Butler* Jr. Dynamic athlete; makes too many mistakes. Mike Massey, Sr. 
LT Mark Ortmann Jr. Replaces No. 1 NFL Draft pick Jake Long. Bryant Nowicki, So. 
LG Tim McAvoy Jr. Has played in seven games, starting once. Mark Huyge, Fr. 

C David Moosman Jr. __Used sparingly as a backup the past two years. David Molk, Fr. 

RG Cory Zirbel Jr. Former prep Player of the Year in Kentucky. Mark Huyge, Fr. 

RT___ Stephen Schilling* So. The line’s lone returning starter. Perry Dorrestein, So. 
*Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 156.8 ypg rushing (8th in Big Ten/S8th in NCAA), 178.9 ypg passing (2nd/8th), 335.7 ypg total defense (3rd/24th), 21.4 ppg (4th/23th) 


POS STARTER «= sssYR. «COMMENT. «= BAKUPIKEY DEPTH 
DE Brandon Graham* Jr.___ Skilled pass rusher; faded as ‘07 progressed. Ryan Van Bergen, Fr. 

DT __ Terrance Taylor” Sr. Space-eater, tough against the run. John Ferrara, So. 

DT Will Johnson* Sr.__Team’s strongest player. Marques Slocum, Jr. 

DE —_ Tim Jamison” Sr. __ Last chance to deliver on pass-rush potential. Greg Banks, So. 

LB Austin Panter Sr. Former junior college Player of the Year gets his shot. _ Brandon Herron, Fr. 


LB Obi Ezeh* So. Poised for a breakout season. John Thompson, Sr. 
LB Marell Evans So. _ Rangy weakside linebacker debuts as starter. Jonas Mouton, So. 
CB —_ Donovan Warren* So. An All-American in waiting. Doug Dutch, Sr. 

CB Morgan Trent* Sr. Has grown into a steady performer. Troy Woolfolk, So. 
SS Brandon Harrison* Sr. __ Reliable veteran with 20 career starts. Charles Stewart, Sr. 
FS Stevie Brown Jr___ Big hitter with a big upside. Artis Chambers, So. 
*Returning Starter 


haps with incoming freshman Justin Fe- 
agin, who rushed for 1,313 yards and 25 
touchdowns as a high school senior. 

An inexperienced offensive line will be 
trying to protect the new quarterback. 
Likewise, the Wolverine receivers are a 
fairly green bunch, with the exception 
of junior Greg Mathews, who caught 37 
passes last year. 

While no single running back can be 
expected to match Hart's workload, Bran- 
don Minor, Kevin Grady and Carlos 
Brown might develop into a potent trio. 

Grady, who sat out last season with a 
knee injury, runs with power. Brown's the 
speed back. Minor, a junior, can bring 
the best of both worlds, as he’s showed 
in flashes. Together, the threesome has 
rushed for 1,716 yards at Michigan, a to- 


tal that could be surpassed this year if the 


passing game is slow to produce. 


DEFENSE 


With the offense in the midst of its 
overhaul, the Wolverine defenders will be 
expected to perform immediately. Make 
that “perform spectacularly ... and imme- 
diately.” 

“Subconsiously, we all pretty much 
know that if the offense isn't getting 
it going, we have to be the rock,” line- 
backer Obi Ezeh said. “Be solid until 
they get going.” 

There appears to be no reason that Ezeh 
& Co. can’t meet that challenge. Ezeh, 
a middle linebacker in the mold of former 
Wolverine and current New York Jet David 


Harris, is one of eight returning starters. 
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Boubacar Cissoko, DB 

Some say he’s not big enough at 5-8, 171 pounds to be a great cover- 
man. Those that say that are wrong. Cissoko more than held his own 
against the best receivers in the nation in the U.S. Army All-American 
Bowl, and he should be a tremendous help for Michigan’s defensive 
backfield right away. 


Dann O'Neill, OL 

Dann O'Neill is a player on which Rich Rodriguez can hang his hat. 
O'Neill has NFL written all over him. Not only does he have the size 
and frame, but he's also an excellent technician. He could anchor the 
O-line for the Wolverines for years. 


Darryl Stonum, WR 

Stonum has all the tools to be the next great Michigan receiver. He’s 
got great size at 6-2 and 180 pounds. He’s also fast, explosive and has 
some of the best hands in the nation. He committed early to the previ- 


ous coaching staff, but stuck with it all the way to signing day. 


_3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown School 


Ricky Bamum ol oooo 6-2 246 Lakeland, FL Lake Gibson 
Rated as the No. 37 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 5 center. 


BoubacarCissoko DB OOOO 5-8 171 Detroit, Ml Cass Tech 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Michigan...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 4 cornerback. 


Mike Cox RB OOO 6-0 203 Avon, CT 
Rated as the No. 30 prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Kenny Demens B oooOo 6-1 224 Detroit, MI Country Day 
Rated as the No. 8 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 23 outside linebacker. 


Avon Old Farms 


dustin Feagin AH OGO 6-0 190 Delray Beach, FL American Heritage 
Rated as the No. 71 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 41 athlete. 


JB, Fitzgerald iB Oooo 6-4 225 Princeton Junction, NJ West Winds Plaishore Sou 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 2 prospect in New Jersey...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 18 outside linebacker. 


J.T, Floyd Ah OOO 6-0 179 Greenville, SC 
Rated as the No. 20 prospect in South Carolina by Rivals.com. 


JL Mann 


Taylor Hill B oooSe 6-2 205 Youngstown, OH Cardinal Mooney 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 16 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 21 outside linebacker. 


Rocko Khoury lb ooo 6-6 280 Traverse City, MI West 
Rated as the No. 11 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 41 offensive tackle. 


Kevin Koger rE oooo 6-4 235 Toledo, OH Whitmer 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 10 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 4 tight end. 


Mike Martin TT oo00 6-2 278 Novi, Mi Detroit Catholic 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Michigan...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 16 defensive tackle. 


Sam MeGuttie RB OOOO 


6-0 188 Cypress, TX 
Rated as the No. 38 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 10 all-purpose back. 


Cy-Fair 


Michael Shaw 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 6 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 7 running back. 


rivals.com 
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J.T. Floyd, ATH 


Michigan's coaches love the versatility 
that Greenville (S.C.) J. L. Mann three- 
star standout J.T. Floyd brings to the 
table. He could star at either corner- 
back or safety. 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 10 


2009 NEEDS 


Quarterback. Quarterback. Quarterback. And 
oh yeah, quarterback. The Wolverines: lost 
out for Terrelle Pryor and that left a void at 
the quarterback spot. It’s a void that must be 
filled with several stars in the 2009 class. 
More defensive line help is also a must for 
this class. 


BIG TEN: 2 


Pos. Stars Hi. Wt. Hometown School 


Elliott Mealer ul oooo 6-6 Wauseon, OH Wauseon 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 14 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 24 offensive tackle. 


Brandon Moore T ©0006 — 66 243 Trotwood, 0H Trotwood-Madison 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 13 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 8 tight end. 


Dann O'Neill lb oooo 6-8 291 Grand Haven, Ml Grand Haven 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Michigan...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 10 offensive tackle. 


Martavious Odoms WR OOO 5-8 164 Pahokee, FL Pahokee 
Rated as the No. 77 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 71 wide receiver. 


PatrickOmameh DE O© 6-4 236 Columbus, OH St Francis LaSales 
Chose Michigan over Michigan State...All-State...Runs a 4.85 40-yard dash. 


Terrence Robinson RB OOOO 54 170 Klein, 1X Oak 
Rated as the No. 34 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 9 all-purpose back. 


Roy Roundtree WR OCOO 6-0 154 Trotwood, OH Madison 
Rated as the No. 17 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 44 wide receiver. 

RB OOOO 


6-0 185 Trotwood, OH Madison 


Brandon Smith B OoOooSo 6-3 210 New Brunswick, NJ New Brunswick 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 3 prospect in New Jersey...Rated as 
the nation’s No. 11 safety. 


Daryl Stonum wR oooOo 62 180 Sugar Land, TX Dulles 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Texas...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 7 wide receiver. 


Kurt Wermers lb ooo 6-3 278 Crown Point, IN Crown Point 
Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 37 offensive guard. 


Marcus Witherspoon LB OOOO 62 215 Absecon, NJ Holy Splrit 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 5 prospect in New Jersey...Rated as 
the nation’s No. 20 outside linebacker. 
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No. NAME S. 5 - HomeTown Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. Hometown cott Shafer is Michigan's new defensive coor- 
TONY ANDERSON CB OS-A1 181 Redondo Beach, CA 41_ZOLTAN MESKO 6- Twinsburg, OH dinator, but he’s not the only Wolverine 
ZION BABB WR 6-1 189 So Alhambra, CA. 31. RYAN MEYERS R63 Adrian assistant with experience at the job. 

GREG BANKS 4 258 Denver, CO 8% _DAVID MIDDLETON : Southfield Secondary coach Tony Gibson coordinated the 
CHRIS BERRY 3 205 fast Kentwood 38” MIKE MILANO ss Rocky River, OH defense at West Virginia for two seasons. 
30N BILLS 63 225 Farmington Hills 4% BRANDON MINOR a: Hidmond: VA Defensive line coach Bruce Tall worked in that 
WILLIAM BOSTIC | 219 Stafford, TX 50 DAVID MOLK x Lemont, IL role from 1987 to 2001 at three different 
CARLOS BROWN 6-0 213 Franklin, GA 60 DAVID MOOSMAN : Libertyville, IL schools. And linebackers coach Jay Hopson 
3 STEVIE BROWN a Columbus, IN 44 MARK MOUNDROS - Farmington Hills spent the A past three SeasC> coordinating 
99 SAM BUCKMAN 6 Tonka Bay, MN 8 JONAS MOUTON 2 3 Los Angeles, CA Southern Mississippi s defense. : : 
They're part of a group of assistants that Rich 

3 _CASM TER __TE 65 3s) 3) er a nian Rodriguez called, “the best staff I've ever put 

2 BOBBY CENTRELIVRE (CB 6- Plymouth 68 BRYANT NOWICKI 6- 3 Bay City together.” 

38 ARTIS CHAMBERS - Fort Wayne, IN 92 JASON OLESNAVAGE K 6 14 1 Ferndale ° They didn’t come as a package deal, but 

7 ZAC CIULLO 6- F Bloomfield Hills 50 OHENE OPONG-OWUSU LB x 3 Ir West Bloomfield three players from Trotwood-Madison High 

17\_TOMEY CLEMONS! WR 6-3" 2011 _So__— New Kensington, PAL = 71_ MARKORTMAMN OL 7 2960 Sr Riel School in Trotwood, Ohio, ended up signing with 

2 _ DAVID CONE “721 Statesboro, GA_-54 _ AUSTIN PANTER 63 231 Sr Athol. KS Michigan's recruiting class of 2008. 

89 JON CONOVER Northville 99 _ADAM PATTERSON 3 Columbia, SC Running back Michael Shaw, wide receiver 

88 _ ANDRE CRISWELL DE Detroit 1 TOM POMARICO 6 26 Jackson Roy Roundtree and tight end Brandon Moore 

79 PERRY DORRESTEIN OL __6- Plainfield, IL 35 _JIMMY POTEMPA 5° Mundelein, IL will be among 24 freshmen trying to carve out 

35 DOUG DUTCH CBS Bowie, MD 69 MICHAEL RAMIREZ : Austin, TK roles this season. 

25 SHAKIR EDWARDS _S Detroit. 26 JORDAN REILLY : Taylor Roundtree initially committed to Purdue 

2 MARCOS ESPARZA WR 6 F Sturgis 30 RICKY REYES 414 Macomb before changing his mind, while Shaw was a 

33 MARELL EVANS : Richmond, VA 25 DOUG ROGAN y Grass Lake Penn State commitment at first. 

5 OBL EZEH : Grand Rapids -30_-JAMES ROGERS - So Madison Heights * The $226 million renovation to Michigan 


Stadium is going full-bore; by spring, the steel 
superstructures were being put in place for the 
sideline structures that will top out 10 feet above 
the scoreboards and contain luxury boxes. 

Though the project won't be finished until the 
2010 season, fans can watch the project move 
forward over the next two seasons. Another con- 
struction project, a $26 million indoor football 
facility, is expected to be complete in time for 
32__ VINCE HELMUTH FB 6-1 Satine 36 _ JACOB STOLL WR Dexter spring practices in 2009. 
1) _DOHIOR HEMINGWAY) "WR 6-1 Commay, SC 22_DARAYLSTOMUK __WR__ 62190 Fr Stafford 1X © Michigan will be thin at quarterback this 
58 BRANDON HERRON LB 6-2 Stafford, TX 7 BENJAMIN SUTTON - Miller Place, NY season; there’s no way around that. But Rodriguez 
34 _ AVERY HORN RB__5-10 Hanford, CA 7 __ TERRANCE TAYLOR Muskegon and his staff are making sure depth won't be 
2_ MARK HUYGE OL 66 Wyoming 101 Grosse Pointe a problem in the future. 
29 JERMAINE JACKSON WR 5-11 Anchorage, AK : 5 Ann Arbor Within a week's span in late April, Michigan 
90 TIM JAMISON DE 633 Riverdale, IL 1B 6 : Detroit gained commitments from Virginian Kevin 
19 ZACH JOHNSON B62 Morenci 6 230 Adrian Newsome and Shavodrick Beaver from Texas. 
97 WILL JOHNSON DT 65 Oakland 14 MORGAN TRENT (Bt San Diego, CA Both are adept at running and passing, and could 
93 _JASON KATES oT Harrisburg, PA. «453 RYANVANBERGEN DE _6- Whitehall contend for playing time early in their careers. 
9 NICK KOENIGHSKNECHT S$ _5- Davisburg DONOVAN WARREN : Long Beach, CA Newsome was rated the 39th-best player in 

ER oe er IRE ee the country in Rivals.com’s initial list of the top 

100 players in the 2009 class. 

For the ‘09 campaign, Michigan should have 
at least five quarterbacks on scholarship, com- 
pared to just three this season. 


4 JOHN FERRARA : Staten Island, NY RENALDO SAGESSE . 3 So _ Montreal, Quebec, CAN 
1 MIKE FISH Kalamazoo LATERRYAL SAVOY 2 ot Mamou, LA 
4 JASON GINGELL k s - Northville STEPHEN SCHILLING So Bellevue, WA 
4 KEVIN GRADY | Grand Rapids SCOTT SCHRIMSCHER XK 5- Canton 
5 BRANDON GRAHAM DE 6- Detroit 8 NICK SHERIDAN ° Saline 
59 SEAN GRIFFIN ‘ Livonia 18 RYAN SHERIDAN Z West Bloomfield 
7 BRANDON HARRISON S t Dayton, OH 1 MARQUES SLOCUM oT Philadelphia, PA 
39 WILL HEININGER DE 6-6 Ann Arbor 5 CHARLES STEWART Farmington Hills 


2 KEVIN LEACH 1B 3 Kentwood STEVE WATSON ; Cherry Hills Village, CO 
6 BRANDON LOGAN < Lexington, KY MARTELL WEBB : Pontiac 
K.C. LOPATA Farmington CALEB WHITE x Akron, OH 
3 MIKE MASSEY ! Brecksville, OH MICHAEL WILLIAMS - Camarillo, CA 
13. GREG MATHEWS - Ir Orlando, FL TROY WOOLFOLK - Sugar Land, TX 
62 TIM MCAVOY tr Bloomington, IL BRYAN WRIGHT Z Salem, OH 
43 JOHN MCCOLGAN 2 CORY ZIRBEL 6-' Murray, KY ) (9-4, 6-2) 
APPALACHIAN STA 
OREGON 
NOTRE DAME 
PENN STATE 
at Northwestern 
EASTERN MICHIGAN 33-22 
PURDUE 48-21 
at Illinois 27-17 
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Tackes for loss: r : ar i t : , ‘ Capital One Bowl 


130 Linoy’s SPoRTS ANNUALS WWW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 2008 


Photo by: Joe Robbins 


Greg Mathews 


First-year coordinator Scott Shafer, who 
was hired away from Stanford, will be re- 
lying on those veterans to execute his all- 
out attacking scheme. When it comes to 
rushing the passer, Shafer’s unit will look 
first toward defensive ends Tim Jamison 
and Brandon Graham, who combined for 


14 sacks last season. 


The team’s starting defensive tackles — 
Terrance Taylor and Will Johnson — are 
back, too. Taylor, the nose tackle, contem- 
plated turning pro before coming back for 
his final season. 

In the secondary, where Michigan 
blanketed passing offenses in ’07, speedy 
cornerback Morgan Trent will start for a 
third season, and corner Donovan Warren 
will try to improve upon a distinguished 
freshman campaign. 

Known to this point as a special teams 
whiz, junior Stevie Brown might become 
quickly recognized as a_ball-hawking, 
play-making free safety. Brown was per- 
haps the most impressive of all the defen- 
sive players in the spring. 

One area in which the Wolverines need 
to make major strides is their run defense, 
where they finished eighth in the league. 
Opponents rushed for more than 200 
yards in three of Michigan's four losses 
last season. 

Another year of experience for the start- 
ers, plus the return of backups such as de- 
fensive tackles John Ferrara and Marques 
Slocum, should help matters. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


An unusually long stretch of cold 
weather limited outdoor practice time, 
which in turn meant Rodriguez wrapped 
up spring practices without a clue as to 
who will return punts and kicks this sea- 
son. Expect the competition to resume in 
August when a new crop of freshmen can 
be tossed into the mix. 


Outside of the return game, Michigan's 
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Michigan's Winning Trend 1998-2007 
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MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


Brandon Minor, RB 
A bit of a projection here, 
because he has yet to start a 
» game, but the junior excelled 
' in spring practices and is the 
most complete of Michigan's 
backs. There should be plen- 
) ty of carries to go around 
| —and Minor could even end 
) up taking some direct snaps. 
|... Ran for a career-high 157 
yards against Minnesota in 
) ‘07. ... Had a career-high 90 carries for 385 yards 
(4.3 avg.) and one touchdown as ‘a sophomore. ~ 
+, At 6-1, 214 pounds, he has great size and a _ 
burst to match, ... Fumbles have been an baat 


EMERGING STAR 


Brandon Graham, DE 
Junior defensive end has 
the ability to dominate, if he 
can become consistent. ... 
Broke out against Notre 
Dame last season with 3.5 
sacks, ... Finished the year 
with 8.5 sacks, but none 
over the final three games. 
_ Conditioning must 
improve. ... Has made five 
career starts. +. Had 56 rf 
career sacks and 112 tackles for loss. a 
Technical High i in Detroit, Petit 


TOP NEWCOMER 


Darryl Stonum, WR 

The freshman could help 
offset the early departure of 
two receivers to the NFL. ... 
Enrolled at Michigan in 
January and received posi- 
tive reviews for his spring 
practice work. ... Ranked as 
the nation’s No. 7 receiver | 
by Rivals.com. ... Part of a 
recruiting class that ranked ©. ; bs . 
10th nationally by Rivals. i rx 
com. ... His height (6-3) makes an inviting 
target for quarterback Steven Bieds ; 
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Steven Threet 


In New Offense, 
Threet’s a Threat 


The plan had been carefully crafted. 
Chad Henne’s record-setting tenure as the 
University of Michigan quarterback would 
end, then the storied career of Ryan Mal- 
lett would begin. 

But plans change. 

Longtime Michigan coach Lloyd Carr re- 
tired, and the school hired West Virginia 
coach Rich Rodriguez. Carr's pro-style of- 
fense with its strong-armed, slowed-footed 
quarterbacks was sacked for the Rodriguez 
spread, which ideally features a nimble 
signal caller. Mallett transferred to Arkan- 
sas after the season, and Steven Threet 
emerged. 

The 6-6 Threet resembles Mallett more 


LpRSET ES Ura 


closely than he does Rodriguez's last 
quarterback at West Virginia, the speedy 
Pat White. But with just two scholarship 
quarterbacks available for spring practices, 
Threet became the favorite to lead the Wol- 
verines. 

“I came to compete, just like everyone 
else who comes here,” Threet said. 

Threet’s path to the Big House began 
in nearby Adrian, where he attended high 
school before heading south. Recruited 
by Illinois, Wisconsin and North Carolina 
State among others, Threet committed to 
Georgia Tech. 

The valedictorian of his high school 
class, the quarterback graduated early and 
enrolled in January of ‘07. By the time 
spring practices began, however, Threet's 
two primary recruiters — including the 
offensive coordinator — had left Georgia 
Tech. Though he participated in spring 
drills, Threet decided to return to Michigan 
over the summer. 

Ineligible to play last season because of 
NCAA transfer rules, Threet watched and 
learned. When Rodriguez arrived, he start- 
ed the learning process all over. 

“This is the fourth college offense I’m 
on, so I'm getting used to different things,” 
said Threet, who developed some familiar- 
ity with spread offense concepts as a prep 
player. 

Although Adrian primarily ran a wing-T 
offense at the start of Threet’s sophomore 
season, the play-calling tilted more heavily 
toward the spread as the year progressed. 

“By the time the end of the season rolled 
around we were strictly spread because he 
could handle more,” Adrian coach Phil 
Jacobs said. 

Rodriguez, too, has commended Threet 
for his ability to comprehend the offense. 
Rodriguez said he will be pleased if Threet 
can direct the Wolverines cleanly and with 
confidence. First-rate running ability is 
not required, the coach insisted. 

“We can fit our offensive schemes around 
the talent of our skill players, especially 
our quarterbacks,” Rodriguez said. 

Even if it’s a quarterback who shifted 
into the spotlight only after a change of 
plans. 

“He knows it’s going to be a challenge,” 
Jacobs said of Threet. “He knows it’s a lot 
of work. But he’s excited.” 


special teams are settled with proven players. 
Punter Zoltan Mesko has averaged 41.3 
yards over the past two seasons, and gets 
great hang time. The team’s placekicker 
is K.C. Lopata, who was a midseason re- 
placement last fall. Lopata made the most 
of his opportunity, connecting on 11 of 
12 field goal attempts and all but one of 


29 extra point tries. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The prevailing preseason opinion a year 
ago was that Michigan had it all — talent- 
ed players and a favorable home schedule. 
But with 2007's disappointing 9-4 cam- 
paign in the books, the Wolverines will 
test a new team with a schedule marked 
by some serious obstacles. 

Games against Notre Dame, Penn State 
and Ohio State are on the road. The Wol- 
verines open in the Big Ten with back-to- 
back home games against Wisconsin and 
Illinois, expected to be two of the confer- 
ence’s better teams this year. 

And even the Aug. 30 opener is no 
gimme, as Utah, which went 9-4 last season 
and should challenge BYU for supremacy in 
the Mountain West, comes to Ann Arbor. 

— John Heuser 


SCHEDULE 


Oct. 25 -—sMICHIGAN STATE 
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COACH: Turner Gill — At Buffalo and overall: 7-17, 
2 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Turner Gill 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jimmy Williams 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: None 

LAST BOWL: None 

RETURNING STARTERS: 19; 10 offense, 8 defense, 
kicker 

PLAYERS 10 WATCH: TB James Starks, QB Drew Willy, 
WR Naaman Roosevelt, S Davonte Shannon 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: TB James Starks deserves 
recognition as one of the best backs in the MAC. His 
offensive line should remain solid with three starters 
who've been in place since 2006, and QB Drew Willy's 
accuracy makes an efficient offense work without an 
elite receiver. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: There's not a lot of bulk, beef 
or depth on defense. That means more tricky schemes, 
a lot of young players cutting teeth, or both. The 
front seven, searching for a torch-bearer, was woeful 
and the club is counting on the same personnel in the 
secondary that allowed it to finish 12th in the MAC 
against the pass. 


Bulls InA Box 


OFFENSE 

Quarterback Drew Willy has everything 
a coach could want in a passer — when he’s on 
the field. Willy has battled bumps and bruises 
throughout his career. But the fourth-year starter 
holds the key to the offense. 

His experience, decision-making and leader- 
ship all are qualities coach Turner Gill is depend- 
ing on this season, one in which the Bulls could 
continue the momentum generated by last year’s 
five-win season, Willy had his best spring since 
joining the team. 

It’s up to the well-seasoned offensive line, a group 
with four starters back, to keep Willy upright. 

The one who’s gone, center Jamey Richard, 
was an All-MAC blocker. But the Bulls might not 
fall off much, replacing him with a rugged senior, 
Chris Lauzze. Overall, the depth behind the first 
five is shaky. 

The Bulls have two tailbacks capable of carry- 
ing the load. 

James Starks is the unquestioned first-string 
running back, but Brandon Thermilus was impres- 
sive in his offseason work and in the spring game. 
Starks averaged almost 130 yards in the last seven 
games, helping Buffalo surge to a surprising first- 
place tie in the East. 

Naaman Roosevelt is Willy’s favorite — and 
most dependable — receiver. Roosevelt caught 
63 passes for 766 yards and four touchdowns last 
season. Once Willy’s backup, Roosevelt could take 


snaps if Willy goes down. 

Starks was third on the team with 41 catches. 
Developing a consistent deep threat would help 
open lanes for Starks. 


DEFENSE 

When the Bulls concluded spring practice in 
April, it was the team’s profound hope that it would 
have settled on a new quarterback of the defense. 

Larry Hutchinson and Ollice Ervin have to 
be replaced at linebacker, and coordinator Jimmy 
Williams again was considering using personnel 
from the secondary. 

On the other hand, Williams isn’t afraid to turn 
to one of the eight linebackers in this year’s recruit- 
ing class, but the lack of size at the position causes 
problems against run-heavy, physical offenses. 

True freshman Obi Ezemma, an early enrollee 
from the latest class, showed special qualities in the 
spring but has much to learn, according to Gill. 

Three defensive linemen return to starting 
roles, but the secondary features the most talent of 
any position group on this side of the ball. Three 
underclassmen started last season, when Buffalo 
was easy pickings at times, but freshman safety 
Davonte Shannon was a first-team all-conference 
choice and the sum of parts is more than capable of 
carrying this defense. 


SPECIAL TERMS 

Punter Ben Woods started for four years, and 
the Bulls don’t have a ready replacement. The 
kicking job is A.J. Principe’s to lose after he joined 
the team as a walk-on and made 75 percent of his 
kicks in 2007. 

Naaman Roosevelt averaged 7.6 yards per 
return, but UB fielded just 12 punts all season. 
That gives you another indication how ineffective 
the defense was at times. 


OVERVIEW 

There are serious strengths on offense and 
shortcomings on defense — a familiar theme in the 
MAC. But Buffalo isn’t explosive and relies more 
on a sound running game and physical offense to 
make hay. Buffalo didn’t win a game out of confer- 
ence and went 2-5 on the road last season. Games 
against Central Michigan, Akron and Bowling 
Green are on the road in ‘08. 


2008 Schedule 2007 Results 2007 Rankings 


0 SS SSS ee a ae: 
Aug. 28 _ UTEP : (5-7, 5-3) OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Sept. 6 at Pittsburgh | | at RUTGERS 3-38 | Scoring 24.3 82 
Sept. 13 TEMPLE W_  atTempla 42-7 : Rushing 130.0 87 
Sema) |S sPoisue 246 Posy 29 

Sept.27 at Central Michigan é a Sai ore ass ' 
WESTERN MICHIGAN | ohio at10 DEFENSE  PERGAME RANK 
i ARMY =|} wW  ToLEDo 43:98 Scoring 27.6 62 
SeaCOHI | at syracuse 12.29 Rushing 1747 79 
MIAMI (OH) |W AKRON 2610, | taal ee 
bs otal 405.6 2 

é at Akron =| Lat Miami (OH) 2831 

Nov.21 at Bowling Green L BOWLING GREEN 17-31 JO MARGIN PERGAME RANK 
Nov, 28 KENT STATE W _atKent State (OT) 30-23 = +3 + 0,25 36 


DARREL LILLY 


Depth Chart 


Offense 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
QB  ——ODrew Willy* 6-3 209 Sr. 
Ed Youn 6-0 180 Fr, 
RB James Starks* 6-2 210 dr. 
Brandon Thermilus 5-11 226 So. 
FB Chris Scharon* 6-2 242° Sr. 
Lawrence Rolle 5-10 240 dr. 
FL Naaman Roosevelt* 5-11 184 dr. 
Brett Hamlin 6-1 182 Jr. 
WR Ernest Jackson* 6-2 215) Sts 
Gary Rice 5-9 170 Sr. 
TE Jesse Rack* 6-3 247 Jr. 
Robert Yealu 6-3 241 Sr. 
ur Ray Norell* 6-6 296 Sr. 
Andrew West 6-6 313 on 
LG Peter Bittner* 6-4 293" Sor 
Jon Geddes 6-4 337 Sr. 
c Chris Lauzze 6-2 300 Sr. 
Brandon Flanagan 6-2 303__ So. 
RG Jeff Niedermier* 6-3 310 Sr. 
Matt Bacoulis 6-3 307 dr. 
RT Jordan Jerrold* 6-8 3060s dr. 
Matt Ostrowski 6-7 300 Fr. 
Defense 
Name Ht Wt cl gi 
DE Chris Callahan* 6-3 247 Sr. 
Orlando Touissant 6-3 233 Jr. 
OT Ronald Hilaire* 6-0 288 Sr. 
Dane Robinson* 6-2 267 Jr, 
oT Anel Montanez 5-11 290 So. 
Kevin Johnson 6-4 294 Jr. 
DE Mike Thompson 6-1 278 Sr. 
Tom Drewes 6-1 246 So. 
LB John Syty 6-2 190 Fr. 
Raphael Akobundu 6-0 219 lig 
LB Obi Ezemma 6-0 215 Fr. 
Jerry Housey 6-1 230 SO. 
\B Justin Winters 5-11 190 So. 
David Hubbard 6-0 225 Sr. 
cB Josh Thomas* 5-10 175 So. 
Sherrod Lott 5-10 _170 So. 
cB Domonic Cook” 5-9 175 = So. 


Kendric Hawkins* 5-10 184 dr. 


Ss Davonte Shannon* 6-1 180 = So. 
Chris Storr 6-0 189 or. 
FS Mike Newton* 5-10 195 Jr 
Adekunle Akingba 6-4 205 Sr. 
Special Teams | 
Pos. Name Ht rwetsrn ct 
K A.J. Principe* 5-9 165 = So. 
P Peter Fardon 6-2 180 Fr 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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Spartans Want More Than Just a Taste of Success 


Bowl games do wonders for the soul, 
even second-tier ones that don’t go as 
planned. 

Michigan State lost to Boston Col- 
lege in a turnover-marred Champs 
Sports Bowl last December, but its first 
postseason appearance in four years was 
enough to give credence to second-year 
coach Mark Dantonio’s long-term re- 
building plan. 

Dantonio took over a program teeter- 
ing after three consecutive losing seasons 
and led it to just its third winning record 
this decade. At 7-6, the Spartans were 
hardly national championship material, 
but at least they were relevant again. 

The fan base took notice and flocked 
to Orlando in near record numbers, and 
MSU parlayed that positive momentum 
into great early success on the 2009 re- 
cruiting trail. 

“It’s exciting,” Dantonio said. “But we 
can’t stand there and act like we're where 
we need to be. We need to take a step for- 
ward in our program. I hope our players 
understand that.” 

Next up, Dantonio said, is a New Year's 
Day bowl game, a step that might not be 
as far away as it seems. 

Last year, MSU was a mere 31 points 
from being — get this — undefeated. 

All seven of MSU’s losses came by a 
touchdown or less, including one in 
overtime and another in double over- 
time. The Spartans this year return two 
cornerstone seniors who rank among the 
best players in the Big Ten at their posi- 
tions — running back Javon Ringer and 


quarterback Brian Hoyer. 

“We got a little taste of what a bowl 
game is like and we want to get back and 
get back to something big,” Hoyer said. 
“We want to be an elite team in college 
football. We have the talent to do that; we 
just have to finish games.” 

That’s a theme Dantonio echoed all 
offseason. Finish workouts, finish plays, 
finish games. Finish this rebuilding job 
that is off to a good start. 

“The biggest compliment I can give our 
football team is that we came out focused 
and played hard every game,” he said. 

“We fought through some tough times. 
We bounced back; we came back to win 
some games; we never quit. I think that 
sends a message to our football team. 

“Tr also sends a message that we lost 
some games, and winning and losing can 
be attributed to the very, very small things. 
I hope our players understand that. I hope 


that gives us some momentum as well.” 


OFFENSE 


Javon Ringer is coming off one of the 
best seasons in MSU history, rushing for 
1,447 yards while splitting carries with 
plowhorse Jehuu Caulcrick. Caulcrick 
and his school-record 21 touchdowns are 
gone, and while coaches insist the time 
share remains, there's no doubting Ring- 
er’s role as the feature back. 

“You got to understand,” said redshirt 
freshman Andre Anderson, who's vying 
with junior A.J. Jimmerson to be Ringer's 
backup. “When you got a guy as good as 
Javon is, who’s worked hard, who's been 
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playing since he was a freshman and a lot 
of things he’s overcome, you know he’s 
going to come out here and get his carries 
and get his yardage.” 

As good as Ringer is, it’s Brian Hoyer 
who may hold the keys to MSU’s season. 
He played well late last year in victories 
over Purdue and Penn State to get the 
Spartans to a bowl, then struggled in the 
Champs Sports Bowl loss with five turn- 
overs, four of them interceptions. 

He’ll be working with a new cast of 
receivers this year as Devin Thomas 
and tight end Kellen Davis are off to 
the NFL. 

Senior Deon Curry is coming off a 
24-catch season, but he’s nota deep-play 
threat like underclassmen Mark Dell, 


B.J. Cunningham and Chris D. Rucker, 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 198.2 ypg rushing (3rd in Big Ten/25th in NCAA), 218.6 ypg passing (6th/62nd), 416.8 ypg total offense (4th/42nd), 33.1 ppg (2nd/2Sth) 


POS STARTER COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 

QB Brian Hoyer* Sr. Threw four INTs in bowl game loss to Boston College. Kirk Cousins, Fr. 

RB _ Javon Ringer* Sr. No. 2 returning rusher in Big Ten with 1,447 yards. A.J. Jimmerson, Jr. 

FB Andrew Hawken Jt. Converted linebacker has good hands out of backfield. Jeff McPherson, Sr. 

WR Mark Dell* So. __ Fifth on the team as a true freshman with 20 catches. Fred Smith, Fr. 

WR Deon Curry* Sr.__ Most physical receiver; will be pushed by Cunningham. 8.J. Cunningham, Fr. 
Charlie Gantt So. _ Dominant blocker has zero career catches. Garrett Celek, Fr. 
Rocco Cironi Jr. __ Started two games as a redshirt freshman. J'Michael Deane, So. 

LG Roland Martin* Sr. ___ Fifth-year senior switches sides after three years at RG. Jared McGaha, Fr. 

C _ Joel Nitchman* Jr Started seven games at center, one at fullback in ‘07. Mike Bacon, Sr. 

RG __Joel Foreman Fr. Strong spring pushed him past Moss on depth chart. _ Brendon Moss, dr. 

RT _Jesse Miller” Sr.___ Three-year starter needs to stay healthy. Mike Schmeding, Jr. 

“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 125.8 ypg rushing (4th in Big Ten/30th in NCAA), 219.7 ypg passing (4th/44th), 345.5 ypg total defense (4th/32nd), 26.6 ppg (8th/S7th) 


POS STARTER COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE __ Brandon Long Sr. __ Excellent spring; has speed to wreak havoc offend. _Tyler Hoover, Fr. 
DT —_ Justin Kershaw* Sr. Columbus native blocked a FG vs. Ohio State in'07. Kevin Pickelman, Fr, 
Oren Wilson So. Wilson, Jeremiah interchangeable at nose tackle. Antonio Jeremiah, So. 
DE __ Trevor Anderson Jt Transfer started two years under Dantonio at Cincinnati. Dwayne Holmes, Sr. 
LB Brandon Denson Jr. Former walk-on played safety, RB in past two years. _Jon Misch, So. 
Greg Jones* So. Freshman All-American started last year at SAM LB. Adam Decker, Jr. 
Eric Gordon” So. Grandfather Don Dohoney was MSU All-American in ‘53. Ryan Allison, Sr. 
CB Ross Weaver Je. __ Missed spring practice to rehab shoulder injury. Ashton Henderson, Jr. 
CB Kendell Davis-Clark™ Sr. Had four sacks, team-high eight pass break-ups last year. Chris L. Rucker, So. 
Otis Wiley* Sr. Made seven starts, but lost job halfway through 2007. Marcus Hyde, So. 
FS __ Roderick Jenrette Js.___The biggest hitter in secondary. Jeremy Ware, Jr. 
*Returning Starter 


and incoming recruit Fred Smith. Of 
those four, only Dell has played a col- 
lege snap. He caught 20 passes as a true 
freshman. 

Right tackle Jesse Miller returns for a 
third season as starter, and Roland Mar- 
tin is entrenched at left guard, but there is 
some uncertainty at the other three posi- 
tions. Joel Nitchman should start at cen- 
ter, but he hasn't always been healthy. 

Rocco Cironi is an unproven left tack- 
le. Redshirt freshman Joel Foreman and 
Brendon Moss are fighting for time at 
right guard, with backup center Mike Ba- 


con also a possibility. 


DEFENSE 


New defensive coordinator Pat Nar- 
duzzi delivered on his promise of a 


more aggressive, attacking style last 
year. MSU had 40 sacks and forced 20 
turnovers — and there’s a good chance 
those numbers will increase with better 
talent on board. 

The biggest question is up front, where 
ends Jonal Saint-Dic and Ervin Baldwin 
are gone after combining for 18.5 sacks. 
Saint-Dic displaced Brandon Long as the 
starter three games into the season, but 
Long had a great spring and could be 
headed for a breakout season. 

Tackle Justin Kershaw is the only re- 
turning starter in the front four, but end 
Trevor Anderson started two seasons at 
Cincinnati before sitting out last year as 
a transfer. 

Sophomores Oren Wilson and Anto- 
nio Jeremiah, who lost 15 pounds in the 
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Fred Smith, WR & Committments 
5 Wide receiver Fred Smith has the athletic ability to come in and be im Average Stars 
a star from Day One. Smith, a 6-2, 207-pounder, has been clocked as 
HS ns fast as 10.5 in the 100-meters, led the Detroit Public League in scor- z o o © tr) © 
ing in basketball and dominated on the football field as a senior. 
S * 00006 
N Johnny Adams, DB x 
i) Adams is already making a big splash at Michigan State. A hard-hit- Steve Gardiner, LB © © © © © 
cr ting defensive back with tremendous ball skills, he impressed quite a Qhio linebacker Steve Gardiner's lack Total Stars 
my bit for the Spartans and could see early action as a true freshman. of ideal height (6-1) might have scared : 
= away some teams, but that will be (MGWUUEUE ETRY, BIG TEN: 7 
something they'll regret later. Gardiner 
a has the potential to be an All-Big Ten 2 009 NEEDS 
Tyler Hoover, DE linebacker. Help at running back needs to be on the way 
= Hoover is a big, rangy defensive end that has the frame to make an in the 2009 class. Also, Michigan State 
=> immediate contribution. He also looked good in spring drills for the needs to land its quarterback of the future. 
m Spartans. More high-quality offensive linemen are 


needed to continue to bolster depth — 
which is especially needed in the rugged Big 
Ten season. 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown 
Johnny Adams 1B oOo 5-11 157 Akron, 0H Buchtel 
Rated as the No. 23 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 34 
cornerback. 


Pos. Stars Hi. Wt. Hometown School 


David Rolf te) 6-3 Piqua, OH 
Rated as the No. 48 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com. 


Ethan Ruhland oh ooo 6-4 262 Lake Orion, Ml Lake Orion 
Rated as the No. 12 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s No. 29 
Offensive guard. 


Charles Burrell BB Oooo 6-0 204 Detroit, Mi Southeastem 
Rated as the No. 10 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 28 
safety. 

Fred Smith WR OGOO 6-2 207 Detroit, MI Southeastem 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Michigan...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 24 wide receiver. 


John Deyo ol oo 6-6 270 Richland, Mil 
Rated as the No. 26 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com. 


Steve Gardiner LU ) 6-1 205 Dublin, OH Coffman 
Rated as the No. 47 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 67 
outside linebacker. 


Drew Stevens 1B OO 6-4 203 Lewis Center, OH Olentangy 
Rushed for 934 yards and 10 touchdowns his senior season. 


Brynden Trawick DB OOO 6-2 213 Marietta, GA 


Tyler Hoover DE oOo 6-7 265 Novi, Ml Novi Rated as the nation’s No. 64 safety by Rivals.com. 


Rated as the No. 9 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 19 


strongside defensive end. Myles White WR OO 6-0 151 Livonia, Mi 


Had 26 receptions for 651 yards and 10 touchdowns as a senior. 
Zach Hueter ol oo 6-7 295 North Branch, Ml North Branch 


Chose Michigan State over Indiana, Central Michigan, Eastern Michigan and Western 
Michigan. 


Jamiihr Williams 1B OO 6-2 224 Trotwood, OH Trotwood-Madison 
Is the cousin of Michigan State point guard Travis Walton. 


Cameron Jude DE oo 6-4 235 Midlothian, VA 
Recorded 89 tackles with 10.5 sacks his senior season. 


Glenn Winston MH ooo 6-1 213 Detroit, Mi Deny 
Rated as the No. 20 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 89 
athlete. 

Keshawn Martin WR OGCOO 6-0 180 Westland, Ml John Glenn 


Rated as the No. 14 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 80 
wide receiver. 


Anthony Woods ol ooo 6-4 305 Melvindale, Mi Melvindale 
Rated as the No. 18 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 65 


offensive tackle. 
Chris McDonald o ooo 6-5 260 Sterling Heights, Mi 
Rated as the No. 19 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com. 


Jere! Worthy T oo9o 6-2 288 Huber Heights, OH Wayne 
Rated as the No. 30 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 53 
defensive tackle. 


Caulton Ray RB OOO 5-9 185 Birmingham, Ml Brother Rice 
Rated as the No. 17 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 43 
running back. 


Trenton Robinson 0B @@ 5-10 171 Bay City, Ml Bay City Central 
Rated as the No. 25 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com. 
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No. Name Hometown 


5 JOHNNY ADAMS Akron, OH 
RYAN ALLISON Lake Orion 
ANDRE ANDERSON RB Barrington, IL 
4 TODD ANDERSON DE 6- Jackson 


58 TREVOR ANDERSON DE Detroit 


60 MIKE BACON : S Lansing 


18 AARON BATES New Concord, OH 


MIKE BELL Shaker Heights, OH 
40. NICK BENDZUCK Strongsville, OH 
15 TODD BOLESKI Dearborn Heights 
GARRETT CELEK Cincinnati, OH 
CLAY CHARLES McCall, ID 
7 ROCCO CIRONI Warren, OH 
8 KIRK COUSINS -3 Holland 
3B, CUNNINGHAM WR Westerville, OH 
4 DEON CURRY WR Oakland Township 
38 KENDELL DAVIS-CLARK CB Alliance, OH 
MICHAEL DEANE or Toronto, Ontario, CAN 
ADAM DECKER Rochester Hills 
2 MARK DELL Farmington Hills 
4 BRANDON DENSON LB Willow Run 
72 _ JASON DIEHL OL Wyantskill, NY 
10 CONNOR DIXON South Park, PA 
1 DAVID DURAN Marietta, GA 
7 NICK FOLES Austin, Texas 
7 JOEL FOREMAN “3 a Highland 
33 DAN FORTENER Kettering, OH 
3 CHARLIE GANTT Farmington Hills 
3 ERIC GORDON Traverse City 
4 CARL GRIMES F 3 Detroit 
2 MATT HAUGHEY K ! Bridgman 
45 ANDREW HAWKEN FB * Wyoming 
1 ASHTON HENDERSON CB Tallahassee, FL 
9 DWAYNE HOLMES : Detroit 
1 TYLER HOOVER 6. Novi 
7 BRIAN HOYER North Olmsted, OH 
11 _ MARCUS HYDE Fostoria, OH 
0 RODERICK JENRETTE 
ANTONIO JEREMIAH NT 
20 A.J. JIMMERSON 
26 JESSE JOHNSON 


53 GREG JONES 


Effic Cmp 
131.89 223 
122,395 

Att Gain 

1484 
891 
186 


Name . Yds 
79 1260 


D. Thomas 
J. Ringer 
K. Davi 


Individual Stats 


DEF, LEADERS Tackles: G. Jones 78 
Interceptions V 
Sacks: . 


Tackes for loss: E. Balc 
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No. Name 
98 MICHAEL JORDAN 
JUSTIN KERSHAW 
DANNY KNIBBS 
32 ASHTON LEGGETT 
62 _ABRE LEGGINS 
7 BRANDON LONG 
89 CAM MARTIN 
3 ROLAND MARTIN 
75 JARED MCGAHA 
35 JEFF MCPHERSON 
79 JESSE MILLER 
36 JON MISCH 
64 BRENDON MOSS 
9 COLIN NEELY 
65 JOEL NITCHMAN 
22 MIKE PARRELLY 
2 ANDREW PENDY 
6 KEVIN PICKELMAN 
1 ARTHUR RAY, JR. 
68 PATRICK RIGAN 
3 JAVON RINGER 
4 JOSH ROUSE 
16 CHRIS D. RUCKER 
29 CHRIS L. RUCKER 
76 MIKE SCHMEDING 
7 ADAM SETTERBO 
56 ALEX SHACKLETON 
22 ENRIQUE SHAW 
56 KYLE SMITH 
3 BRAD SONNTAG 
66 JOHN STIPEK 
7 JONATHON STRAYHORN 
4 BRETT SWENSON 
4 ED WAGNER 
9 JEREMY WARE 
7 ROSS WEAVER 
35 MARCUS WEBB 
59 RYAN WHEAT 
25 BLAIR WHITE 
21 OTIS WILEY 
19 DAVID WILLIAMS 


80 OREN WILSON 


oT 


WR 


WR 
CB 
oT 
FB 


SN 


DE 
K 


HOMETOWN 
Lansing 
Columbus, OH 
Chicago, IL 
Muskegon 
Orlando, FL 
Canton, OH 
Tampa, FL 
Chicago, IL 
Powell, TN 
Lowell 
Somerville, NJ 
Waterford 

Bay Village, OH 
Bethlehem, PA 
Kalamazoo 
Dearborn 
Shelby Township 
Marshall 
Chicago, IL 
Traverse City 
Dayton, OH 
Newtown, CT 
Detroit 
Warren, OH 
Rutherford, NJ 
Spring Lake 
Breckenridge, CO 


Lexington, KY 


Pompano Beach, FL 
Barto, PA 

Fort Myers, FL ’ 
Southfield 


Pontiac 


Results _ 


NOTEBOOK _) 


revor Anderson spent last season in the 

football version of limbo. 

He transferred from Cincinnati to Michigan State 
shortly after MSU coach Mark Dantonio left the 
Bearcats two seasons ago. When Brian Kelly took 
over at Cincinnati, he refused to grant Anderson his 
unconditional release, meaning the Detroit native 
had to pay his way for a year at his new school. 

Kelly finally relented after one semester. 
Anderson called it “a big Christmas gift,” esti- 
mating it saved his family nearly $17,000. 

On the field, Anderson spent last year working 
with the scout team. He had 10 sacks in two 
seasons as a starter at Cincinnati and is expected 
to start immediately for MSU, which loses start- 
ing ends Jonal Saint-Dic and Ervin Baldwin. 

“Had he been eligible last year, he would 
have been on the field for us,” Dantonio said. 
“He'll bring a certain amount of intensity to our 
defense. He knows our system. He figures to be 
a great player for us.” 

¢ Nine years ago, researchers at MSU 
announced they cloned a gene that creates part 
of a plant cell’s wall. Defensive coordinator Pat 
Narduzzi is envious of such science. 

“I wish we had three or four of (Greg 
Jones),” Narduzzi said, talking about his sopho- 
more middle linebacker. “We're going to talk to 
the science school on campus and see if we 
could clone him, maybe. We clone everything 
else, why not just clone Greg Jones?” 

Jones made a team-leading 78 tackles as a 
true freshman but switched from outside to the 
middle this year. 

“I feel better; I can see things,” Jones said. 
“But we got a package, too, where I’m outside 
and I can blitz a lot. So as long as I’m blitzing 
I'm fine.” 

¢ Running backs Javon Ringer and Andre 
Anderson have similar builds — both stand a 
shade under 5-9 and have cannons for legs — and 
similar downhill running styles, so it’s no surprise 
their teammates sometimes can’t tell them apart. 

“They say when we put our helmet on, you 
really can’t tell who’s who,” Anderson said. “They 
call us ‘Twinkies’ because we look exactly alike.” 
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offseason, are promising nose tackles. 
Kevin Pickelman and true freshman Tyler 
Hoover will contribute in the two-deep. 

Greg Jones, MSU’s best. defensive 
player, moves to the middle after a 
season at strongside linebacker, and 
he should man the position for the 


next three years. Jones, who led MSU 


with 78 tackles as a true freshman, has 
plenty of speed around him in Eric 
Gordon and Brandon Denson, a for- 
mer walk-on. 

While Adam Decker is a hammer off 
the bench, there’s immediate playing time 
available for a freshman like Steve Gar- 
diner because of depth concerns. 

In the secondary, Ross Weaver, Kendell 
Davis-Clark, Chris L. Rucker and Ashton 
Henderson all have starting experience at 
cornerback, and early-enrollee freshman 
Johnny Adams will push his way into the 
playing group. 

Otis Wiley is the strong safety, but he 
is coming off an up-and-down season 
(he led MSU with four interceptions but 
was benched twice for poor play). Rod 
Jenrette should start beside him, and an- 
other freshman, Charles Burrell, could 


see time. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Devin Thomas set MSU’s single-season 
record for kick return yards last year and 
will be sorely missed, but the Spartans are 
brimming with potential replacements. 
Mark Dell is dangerous returning kicks 
and punts, but can’t do it all and play re- 
ceiver. 

Speedy freshman Johnny Adams will 
share in both duties, while Otis Wiley and 
Andre Anderson are sure-handed possibil- 
ities on kick returns. 

Rocket-legged Todd Boleski will handle 
kickoffs again, while Brett Swenson tack- 
les field goals for the third consecutive 


year. Swenson was 15 of 22 on field goal 


——— 
Michigan State's Winning Trend 1998-2007 


BEST = 
™ BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYE 


RB Javon Ringer 

As a junior, he rushed for 
the fifth-most yards (1,447) 
in Michigan State history | ~ 
and the most since Blake © 
Ezor (1,496) in 1988. .., 
| Needs another 1,239 yards 
| this year to become the pro- | 
|-gram’s third 4,000-yard 
§ back. ... Averaged 118.4 |] 
yards in Big Ten games and 
} 100.0 in all other games, 
) including the bowl. ... Underwent minor shoul- 
) der surgery in the offseason and sat out contact 
drills during spring practice. 


aay 


: 


~ EMERGING STAR 


LB Greg Jones 
Will play middle linebacker 
) this year after starting seven — 
) games as a true freshman on | 
) the strong side last season. 
|)... Eye-opening debut includ- 
| ed seven tackles, one sack | 
|, and a pass break-up against 
UAB. .... Had back-to-back 
double-digit tackle games | 
| against Ohio State (14) and ” 
Towa (11). ... He led all Big 

| Ten freshmen with 78 stops. ... Originally com- 
' mitted to Minnesota, but switched to MSU after 
Glen Mason was fired. 


TOP NELWCOMER 


WR Fred Smith 

Should compete for imme- 
diate playing time at wide | 
receiver, where he reminds 
some of a young Devin | 
Thomas. .... Played three j 
years of football after Detroit | 
Southeastern High coach | 
Donshell English yecruited | 278 

_ him off the basketball court. ’ ¢ 

As a junior, he averaged 
nearly 23 points per game in 
basketball. ... Ranked the fifth-best prospect in 
the state of Michigan by Rivals.com. 
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Player Profile 


Javon Ringer 


Happy to Hog, 
Content to Share 


Javon Ringer doesn’t need a wingman. 
He'd prefer not to have one, actually. If 
coaches insist, well, he'll probably try to 
talk them out of it. 

“Truthfully, yeah, I'd like to have a lot 
of carries,” Ringer said. 

“Any running back would. I don’t see 
why not. But if it comes down to it and 
they throw another running back in there, 
fine. That’s OK. As long as we win, I really 
don’t care. But ... I wouldn't mind if I had 
all the carries.” 


Last year, Ringer split carries with Jehuu 
Caulcrick in Michigan State’s two-back of- 
fense. Ringer was the feature back and ran 
for 1,447 yards — fifth-most in school his- 
tory — but he carried “just” 245 times. 

Caulcrick, who scored a school-record 21 
touchdowns (to Ringer's six), ran 222 times 
and got most of the goal-line touches. 

While those carries are about in line 
with the Big Ten’s other top backs — Ohio 
State’s Chris Wells logged a conference- 
high 274 carries and leading rusher Rashard 
Mendenhall of Illinois had 262 — Ringer 
has reason to be greedy. 

With another season like last year’s, 
he'll pass T.J. Duckett for second place 
on MSU's all-time rushing list and become 
the third back in Spartan history to top 
4,000 yards. 

After sitting out all contact drills in 
spring practice (against his wishes) to pre- 
serve his health — he had a minor shoul- 
der procedure after the season and missed 
four games with a knee injury in 2006 — 
the 5-9, 200-pound Ringer is ready to be a 
workhorse. 

He said he'll return kicks if asked (high- 
ly unlikely), hopes to get more involved in 
the passing game (there’s a good chance 
of that) and has designs on maybe even 
challenging Lorenzo White's career rushing 
record (he needs 2,126 yards). 

But coach Mark Dantonio insists that 
the time share will continue with a to-be- 
determined sidekick. 

“I really feel like now with the type of 
offense that we have, I feel like I do have a 
good shot at (the record),” Ringer said. 

“But my success is going to come from my 
offensive line and my receivers because I can 
do really nothing without them blocking for 
me. They did a tremendous job last year and 
with the work they've been putting in this 
year I can only expect better things.” 


attempts last year. He made a game-tying 
29-yarder in the final seconds of regula- 
tion against Iowa, but missed a potential 
game-tying 53-yarder at Wisconsin. 
Sophomore punter Aaron Bates must 


improve on his 39.7-yard average. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


As usual, there’s nothing easy about the 
schedule. 

The Spartans play 2007 bowl win- 
ners California (Armed Forces) and 
Florida Atlantic (New Orleans) in 
the first three weeks and close non- 
conference play at home against Notre 
Dame. The Cal game is the opener, on 
the road, where MSU hasn't beaten 
a Pac-10 team since 1957. 

In conference, MSU starts with three 
winnable games followed by five contests 
against 2007 bowl teams. League favorite 
Ohio State comes to Spartan Stadium, 
and revenge games against lowa and Wis- 
consin are at home. 

The big test, however, comes Oct. 25 at 
Michigan. The Spartans haven't defeated 


their rivals in seven years, and there’s no 


shortage of bad blood brewing. 
— David Birkett 


“SCHEDULE | | 
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By Steve Silverman 
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COACH: Butch Jones — At Central Michigan and 
overall: 8-6, 1 year 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Mike Bajakian 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tim Banks 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2007 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2005 
RETURNING STARTERS: 17; 8 offense, 8 defense, kicker 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: Q8 Dan Lefevour, WR Bryan 
Anderson, WR Antonio Brown, OL Andrew Hartline, 

RB Ontario Sneed, LB Nick Bellore, DE Frank Zombo, 
DB Josh Gordy 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The team is comfortable with 
Jones and has the same kind of focus on the field that 
Jones has on the sidelines. Central Michigan has one 
of the best offenses in the Mid-American Conference, 
and Dan LeFevour is the dominant player in the MAC 
— a two-time first-team all-conference performer and 
the 2007 MAC Offensive Player of the Year. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: It’s all about the defense, 
which is not a problem unique to the MAC. The 
Chippewas struggled against the pass last season, 
especially when going out of conference. The league 
champ needs to represent the league better than that. 


OFFENSE 

Junior Dan LeFevour is a formidable leader 
who really hit the big time a year ago when he 
passed for 3,652 yards, ran for 1,122 and account- 
ed for 47 touchdowns — 27 passing, 19 rushing 
and one receiving. 

LeFevour has a good arm, but knowing when 
to tuck it and run and when to stay in the pocket 
might be his greatest strength. He emerged last 
season as one of the top quarterback prospects for 
the 2010 draft. 

LeFevour has terrific targets, including Antonio 
Brown, last season’s MAC Freshman of the Year. He 
had a school-record 102 receptions for 1,003 yards, 
and led the team with 2,267 all-purpose yards. 

He's just one of Central Michigan’s star receiy- 
ers. Bryan Anderson caught 90 passes for 1,132 
yards and 10 touchdowns. They work well togeth- 
er and are decent blockers. 

Ontario Sneed and Justin Hoskins should 
handle most of the load at running back. Sneed is 
an explosive scatback who uses his height (5-6) to 
his advantage because he can hide behind big line- 
men before breaking out into the open. 

Hoskins asserted himself a year ago when he ran 
for 664 yards and 10 touchdowns. Hoskins is not big 
at 5-10 and 195 pounds, but he is surprisingly tough. 

Keep your eye on left tackle Andrew Hartline, 
who has started 39 games in the past three sea- 
sons. He played his first two years at right tackle, 
but now begins his second season of protecting 


2008 Schedule _ 


EASTERN ILLINOIS 


Aug. ‘ 28 


2007 Results 


Central Michigan 


rd: 7-1 (1st, Wes! 


LeFevour’s blind side. Hartline handled the move 
with ease last year and should be one of the best left 
tackles in the nation this year. 

Right tackle Greg Wojt and center Colin Miller 
are also solid blockers. 


DEFENSE 

Central Michigan has to show significant 
improvement on defense, which ranked among the 
nation’s worst last season, if it doesn’t want to embar- 
rass itself in road games at Georgia and Purdue. 

The line returns veterans Frank Zombo, Casey 
Droscha, Sam Williams and Larry Knight. Zombo 
had 7.5 sacks last year and also had 62 tackles. Droscha 
added 52 tackles and also had 11 tackles for loss. 

The Chips have some major work to do at 
linebacker. The good news is that Nick Bellore 
returns after making 102 tackles and starting all 
14 games. However, replacing Red Keith and Ike 
Brown will be difficult. Both were first-team All- 
MAC selections. 

Matt Berning and Tim Brazzel are first in line 
to follow them. Berning had 31 tackles a year ago 
while Brazzel had 19 tackles, two forced fumbles 
and one fumble recovery in part-time duty. 

The secondary needs to come together after 
a shaky season. Josh Gordy is the team’s best cover 
man. He had four interceptions a year ago, with 
three coming in one game against Army. 


SPECIAL TERMS 

Four-year starter Tony Mikulec has moved on 
after a solid career at punter. Sophomore Brett 
Hartmann is the leading candidate to replace him. 
Hartmann redshirted a year ago after handling 
kickoff responsibilities in 2006. 

Andrew Aguila converted nine of 14 field goal 
attempts a year ago and set a school record with 60 
successful PATs. 


OVERVIEW 

The Chippewas are the favorites to win a third 
straight MAC title, something that hasn’t been 
done in the league since Marshall was dominating 
in the late 1990s and early this decade. The prob- 
lem comes on defense, where Central Michigan got 
smacked last season by big-conference foes Kansas, 
Purdue and Clemson ... costing the team national 


respect. 
2007 Rankings §& 


bGandta |b. -atKansas 7-52 a 

atGeorgia =» W TOLEDO 52-31 | Seating 34.8 20 

atOhio | | at PURDUE DONS (MAUS y VUTEC 85 

—atPurdue | L NORTHDAKOTASTATE 14-44 | Passing 2620 32 

~ BUFFALO W NORTHERN ILLINOIS 35-10 Total 447.0 2 

W at Ball State 58-38 

W ARMY 47-23 DEFENSE © -PERGAME RANK 
a a aman eee Scoring 36.9 111 

; ) en z Rushi 156.5 57 

Wat Western Michigan 34-31 passing ae a2 

*, ation L_ EASTERN MICHIGAN 45-48 |) 2600 406 

ov. 12 at Northern Illinois Wat Akron 35-32 —_ ae ° 
Nov. 19. BALLSTATE iM aT goul | TOMARGIN PER GAME RANK 
Nov. 28° at Eastern Michigan | vs PURDUE 48-51 +6 +0.43 30 


DAN LEFEVOUR7 i 


Offense 
Pos. Name Bey wt Gl 
QB Dan LeFevour* 6-3 226 Jr 
Brian Brunner 6-3 241 Sr. 
RB Ontario Sneed* 5-11 203 Sr. 
Marcel Archer 5-11 _ 193 dr. 
RB Justin Hoskins* 5-10 195 Sr. 
Carl Volny 5-11 __ 189 So 
WR Bryan Anderson* 6-5 205 dr. 
Kito Poblah 6-2 196 So. 
WR Antonio Brown* 5-11 175 So. 
Taylor Bradley 6-1 189 So. 
WR Joe Bockheim 6-2 197 Sr. 
Jean Pitts 5-10 170 J. 
LT Andrew Hartline* 6-5 297 Sr, 
Nick Rademaker_ 6-1 283 ___ So. 
LG Jeff Maddux* 6-4 318 = So, 


Allen Ollenburger 6-4 245 Jr. 
c Colin Miller* 6-3 280 So. 


Kyle Curtis 6-3 262 Sr. 
RG doe McMahon 


Grant Cartwright 6-5 245 Fr. 


RT —- Greg Wojt 6-4 285 Sr. 
Jake Olson 6-8 240 Fr. 

: Defense 
Name Biter weerrct 
DE _—- Frank Zombo* 6-4 259 Jr. 
__ Larry Knight 6-3 243 dr. 
NG Casey Droscha* 6-1 258 Sr. 
John Williams 6-0 270 Fr 
DT —s Sean Murnane 6-1 237, So. 
Tredale Kennedy 6:3) 2500 So: 
DE Sam Williams* 6-4 218 Sr. 
Antrione Archer 6-3 232 Sr. 
LB Nick Bellore* 6-1 234 So. 
Vince Khoury 5-11 249 ~—So. 
tB Matt Berning 6-1 235 So. 
Jonathan Lapsley 6-2 254 Sr. 
LB Tim Brazzel 6-0 185 Jr. 
David Lawrence 6-0- 213 Sr 
CB Josh Gordy* 5-11 190 Jr. 
Lorenzo White 6-0 170 Fr. 
cB Vince Agnew 5-11 188 So. 


Tommy Mama $10, 187 — Sr. 
5 Chaz West* 5-11 181 Jr. 


E.J. McLaughlin* 6-0 203 _ So. 


s Eric Fraser* 6-0 202 Jr. 
Kirkston Edwards 6-1 183 Jr. 
Special Teams 
Pos. Name Ht. wt. Cl 
K Andrew Aguila* 6-0 175 Jr, 
P Brett Hartmann 6-3 215 So. 
* Returning Starters in Bold — 
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MINNESOTA 


| 1-11, 0-8 Big Ten (11th) 


Tim Brewster — At Minnesota and overall: 
1-11, 1 year 


RETURNING STARTERS 
17: 8 offense, 7 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Adam Weber, WR Eric Decker, TE Jack’ 
Simmons, DE Willie VanDeSteeg, LB Deon 
Hightower, S Tramaine Brock, P Justin 
Kucek 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS - 
The Gophers should be able to move the 
ball and put up points with Adam Weber 
' directing the spread offense. Eric Decker 

is one of the Big Ten’s best receivers, and 

tight end Jack Simmons is a reliable tar- 
get over the middle. 


a 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The Gophers believe they will be improved 
defensively, but they were so bad last sea- 
son that it’s hard to know what to expect. 
They changed personnel and defensive 
coordinators, but Minnesota will struggle - 
again unless the defense takes a giant 
step forward. 1 a 


C Tony Brinkhaus, WR Ernie Wheelwright, 
FS Dom Barber 


The Gophers won only one game in Tim 
Brewster's first season, so it’s hard to 
imagine things getting any worse. But 
with so many new faces, especially on 
defense, they won’t be expected to do 

_ much this season. Recruiting prowess, 
however, points to better days ahead. 


Adding Roof, Defense Has Higher Ceiling 


Minnesota hired Ted Roof for a job that 
some might call impossible. 

The former Duke head coach replaces 
Everett Withers as defensive coordina- 
tor. Roof inherits a unit that finished last 
nationally in total defense and ranked 
among the worst defenses statistically in 
recent NCAA history. 

Just don’t ask Roof about last season. 

“T don’t want to look back,” he said. 

“Last year is done. There’s nothing we 
can do about last year other than use it to 
motivate us. It’s just not healthy to beat 
yourself up about something you can't go 
back and change.” 

Who can blame any of the Gophers for 
taking that approach? They managed only 
one victory — a triple-overtime win vs. 
Miami (Ohio) — in a disastrous start to 
the Tim Brewster era. The Gophers went 
1-11 overall, 0-8 in the Big Ten and were 
completely overmatched on defense and 
out of sync at times on offense. 

The Gophers tried to turn the page this 
spring, but memories of 2007 still burn. 

“Tt’s still in the back of your head, but 
at the same time we have our focus on 
this year,” senior linebacker Steve Davis 
said. “We don’t want it to happen again. 
For the most part, guys are trying to erase 
that pain and turn it into aggression and 
a sense of urgency to make plays.” 

Minnesota, despite the struggles on the 
field, landed a Top 20 recruiting class, 
which includes seven junior college trans- 
fers. Many of the newcomers will be ex- 
pected to start or play significant roles this 
season, especially on defense. 


The two-deeps from spring practice to 
fall camp will change considerably with 
the new arrivals. The defense alone could 
feature six or seven new starters. 

The Gophers don’t have as many un- 
knowns on offense, unlike last season when 
the team installed the spread. Sophomore 
quarterback Adam Weber set a number of 
single-season school passing records and 
should be even more comfortable in his 
second year as the starter. 

Junior wide receiver Eric Decker set 
aschool record with 67 catches and is among 
the best in the Big Ten at his position. 

The Gophers, however, will be young 
at wide receiver, thin at running back and 
inexperienced along the line. 

Those areas of concern — plus the 
usual questions on defense — will prob- 


ably lead to more growing pains. 


OFFENSE 


Adam Weber set a host of school pass- 
ing records as a redshirt freshman in 2007, 
but he also threw 19 interceptions, which 
opened the door for competition at the 
beginning of spring. 

“There were some questions I had to 
answer this spring,” Weber said. “I felt 
like I’ve done that.” 

Weber cemented his starting job with 
a strong spring and appears to be a natu- 
ral fit for coordinator Mike Dunbar’s 
spread offense. Weber has improved his 
accuracy in the short passing game and 
is a good athlete, leading the Gophers in 
rushing last season with 617 yards and 


five touchdowns. 


um 
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Adam Weber 


The task for Weber is to reduce his in- 
terceptions; he threw 19 a year ago. He 
needs to make better decisions when the 
pocket begins to collapse. 

The bigger questions rest with the guys 
surrounding Weber. Junior Eric Decker 
is the only established receiver. The Go- 
phers are counting on several newcomers, 
namely four-star recruit Brandon Green, 
a speedy wideout from Chicago. Tight 
end Jack Simmons is a reliable target over 
the middle. 

The Gophers are looking for improve- 
ment in the ground game after failing to 
produce a 1,000-yard rusher or rush for 
2,000 yards as a team for the first time 
since 1998. 

Minnesota is dangerously thin at run- 
ning back. Sophomore Duane Bennett and 
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2007 stats: 161.8 ypg rushing (7th in Big Ten/48th in NCAA), 245.8 passing (3rd/43rd), 407.5 total offense (6th/48th), 26.3 ppg (9th/67th) 


QB Adam Weber* So. __ Setnumerous school passing records in 07. Tony Mortensen, Sr. | 
RB _ Duane Bennett* So. Explosive talent, but he needs supporting help. Jay Thomas, Jr. 

WR _ Eric Decker* Jt.___One of the Big Ten’s top receivers. Brodrick Smith, Fr. : 
WR Brandon Green Fr. _ Highly rated recruit from Chicago. Tray Herndon, So.* 

WR David Pittman Jr. Junior college transfer can play multiple positions. Ralph Spry, So.* 

TE —_ Jack Simmons* Sr. __ Reliable pass catcher when healthy. Nick Tow-Arnett, Jr. 

LT _ Dominic Alford So. Coaches think he can become a star. an Ruckdashel, Jr. | 
LG Ned Tavale* Jr. Needs to be more consistent. D.J. Burris, So. 

C deff Tow-Amett Jt. Big shoes to fill replacing Tony Brinkhaus. Trey Davis, Fr. 

RG Ryan Wynn Fr. __ Made big impression this spring. Otis Hudson, Jr. 

RT _ Chris Bunders Fr.___ Big and physical ... but young. Jason Meinke, Jr. 

*Returning Starter 


2007 stats: 229.3 ypg rushing (11th in Big Ten/114th in NCAA), 289.3 passing (11th/115th), 518.7 total defense (11th/119th), 36.7 ppg (11th/109th) 


DE _Lee Campbell* ~ Jt Converted linebacker feels at home. Ray Henderson, Jr. 
DT Tim McGee Jr. Junior college transfer brings size (6-4, 300 pounds). Eric Small, Jr.” 

DT Garrett Brown Jr. ___ Made vast improvement last season. Jewhan Edwards, Fr. 
DE —_ Willie VanDeSteeg* Sr. __ Recovered from broken wrist. Cedric McKinley, Jr. 
LB Deon Hightower* Sr. Finished second on team in tackles. Sam Maresh, Fr. | 
LB Steve Davis* Sr. __ Suffered growing pains in move from defensive end. _Rex Sharpe, dr. 

LB Simoni Lawrence Jr. Junior college transfer plays well in space. Kevin Mannion, Sr. 
CB _Traye Simmons Jr. Junior college transfer steps right in as the No. 1 corner. Ryan Collado, So.* 
CB Marcus Sherels Jr Moved from wide receiver this spring. Troy Stoudermire, Fr. 
SS _Keanon Cooper Fr. __ True freshman brings physical play. Kyle Theret, So.” 

FS Tramaine Brock Jr. Coaches think he’s a potential star. Tim Dandridge, Fr. 
*Returning Starter 


junior Jay Thomas, who is coming off his 
second ACL surgery, are the only tailbacks 
with any meaningful experience. The Go- 
phers recruited three running backs, and 
one or more will need to provide depth. 

The line could feature three new start- 
ers. Sophomore Dominic Alford moved 
from right to left tackle. Jeff Tow-Arnett 
will replace Tony Brinkhaus at center. The 
Gophers could have an entirely new right 
side of the line, possibly manned by two 
redshirt freshmen. 

Ryan Wynn had a strong spring prac- 
tice and could win the job at right guard. 
The coaching staff also is high on fresh- 
man Chris Bunders at right tackle. 


DEFENSE 


The Gophers have only one way to go 


after finishing last nationally in total de- 
fense. The entire season was a nightmare 
for the defense, which will have an entire- 
ly different look. 

Former Duke coach Ted Roof, who has 
a history of improving defenses, especially 
against the run, is the new coordinator, 
replacing Everett Withers, who left for 
North Carolina after one season. Roof 
will be the sixth defensive coordinator at 
Minnesota since 2000. 

The Gophers allowed 518.7 yards and 
36.7 points per game last season. They 
forced only 14 turnovers and recorded 
just 11 sacks. 

The coaching staff made defense a pri- 
ority in recruiting, signing 20 players who 
can help on defense, including seven ju- 
nior college players. The Gophers could 
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MarQueis Gray, 0B 


—, 1 One of the best players in Illinois, Green is a steady receiver with 
4 a good combination of size (6-0, 167), hands and speed. 


tS Laying the foundation for the future is priority No. 1 for Minnesota, so 
& that's why signing a quarterback was key. The Golden Gophers landed 
o a standout in four-star dual-threat quarterback MarQueis Gray. 

= 

ue 

oO Keanon Cooper, LB 

Ly One of the most heavily recruited players in Texas, the Gophers were 
c able to steal him away from many of the top power programs in the 
uj Big 12. Cooper has a shot at playing right away for the Gophers. He’s 
<= that good. 

O 

YQ == 

3 | Brandon Green, WR 

Ly 

= 

m 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown School 


Xzavian Brandon WR OO 6-2 170 Atlanta, GA 
Father played linebacker in the NFL. 


Tramaine Brock B OOO 6-0 180 Perkinston, MS Gulf Coast €.C. 
Rated as the No. 66 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Terrell Combs AH OO9O 6-2 252 Lexington, KY Bryan Station 
Rated as the nation’s No. 83 athlete by Rivals.com. 


Keanon Cooper ooo°0 6-0 190 Dallas, TX | 
Rated as the No. 45 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 24 safety. 


Tim Dandridge 1B OOO 6&1 175 Detroit, Ml Highland Park 
Rated as the No. 22 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 54 cornerback. 


Jewhan Edwards DT OOO 6-1 338 Philadelphia, PA Roman Catholic 
Rated as the No. 23 prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 39 defensive tackle. 


Deleon Eskritige RB OOO 5-11 181 San Mateo, CA Serra 
Rated as the No. 96 prospect in California by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 34 all-purpose back. 


Ryan Grant Bb oO 6&1 215 Eden Prairie, MIN Eden Prairie 


Rated as the No. 9 prospect in Minnesota by Rivals.com. 


B ooo0 6-4 220 Indianapolis, IN Ben Davis 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Indiana...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 3 dual-threat quarterback. 


Brandon Green WR OOOO 6-0 167 Chicago, IL 
Rated as the No. 6 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 39 wide 
receiver. 


Vincent Hill WR OOOO 6-0 190 New Berlin, NY Milford Academy 
Rated as the No. 15 junior prep school prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Johnny Johnson «=s WB OO 5-9 170 Chicago, IL Robeson 
Passed for 1,684 yards and 28 touchdowns his senior season. 


Brandon Kirksey DE ooo 6-3 250 St Louis, MO Hazelwood East 
Rated as the No. 15 prospect in Missouri by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 54 strongside defensive end. 


Eric Lair TE O06 6-3 210 Houston, TX Lamar 
Rated as the No. 90 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 37 tight end. 


SimoniLawrence DB OOO 6-1 207 Upper Darhy, PA Valley Forge Military 
Chose Minnesota over BYU, Pittsburgh, Temple, Utah and West Virginia. 


Average Stars 


THE SLEEPER 


Xzavian Branton, WR 
Xzavian Brandon out of Georgia wasn't | Total Stars 
a household name to many colleges : 
that recruit the Peach State, but the AcE ERT aig BIG TEN: 3 


Gophers love his big-play potential at 
receiver. 2009 NEEDS 


The Gophers still need to add depth all over 
the field. They need to do it at quarterback, 
linebacker and defensive line. Speed is 
another thing that must continue to be 
upgraded. If 2008 was any indication, then 
that will happen with the 2009 class. 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown School 


Sam Maresh B oo0°0 6-2 240 Champlin, MN Champlin Park 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Minnesota...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 14 inside linebacker. 


Tim McGee T o°o°o 6-4 295 Scooba, MS East Mississippi €.6. 
Selected Minnesota over Kansas State, Memphis, Oklahoma State and Southern 
Miss. 


Cedric McKinley DE ooo 6-5 245 Perkinston, MS Gulf Coast C.C. 
Originally signed with Troy out of high school. 


Da'Jon McKnight 1B OO 6-3 190 Dallas, TX Skyline 
Chose Minnesota over Louisiana Tech. 


John Nance AH OG 6-4 185 St Paul, MN Cretin-Derham Hall 
Rated as the No. 8 prospect in Minnesota by Rivals.com. 


David Pittman MH ©O060 = 511 195 Pasatiena, CA Pasadena City 6.C. 
Rated as the No. 27 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Spencer Reeves IB ooo 6-1 193 Dallas, 1X Skyline 
Rated as the No. 59 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 35 outside linebacker. 


Shady Salamon RB OOO 5-10 175 St Paul, MIN 
Rated as the No. 6 prospect in Minnesota by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 


No, 32 all-purpose back. 


Rex Shame LB oOo 6-3 245 Yuma, AZ Arizona Westem C.C, 
Selected Minnesota over Colorado and UAB. 


Traye Simmons DB OGOCo — 5-11 175 Visalia, CA College of the Sequoias 
Rated as the No. 30 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Brodrick Smith WR OOO 6-3 200 Garden City, KS Garden City 
Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Kansas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 69 wide receiver. 


Troy Stoudermire ATH OOO 5-10 163 Dallas, TX Skyline 
Rated as the nation’s No. 85 athlete by Rivals.com. 


Gary Tinsley B Oooo 6-1 220 Jacksonville, FL First Coast 
Rated as the nation’s No. 41 inside linebacker by Rivals.com. 


Kevin Whaley RB OOS §-9 166 Virginia Beach, VA Salem 
Rated as the No. 16 prospect in Virginia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 22 all-purpose back. 


D.L Wilhite MH ©o°0 6-4 235 Lexington, KY Bryan Station 
Rated as the nation’s No. 86 athlete by Rivals.com. 
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DOMINIC ALFORD 
ANDREW ALLISON 
DUANE BENNETT 
XZAVIAN BRANDON 
CLINT BREWSTER 
ANDY BRINKHAUS 
TRAMAINE BROCK 
WILLIAM BRODY 
GARRETT BROWN 
R.J. BUCKNER 
CHRIS BUNDERS 
D.J. BURRIS 

LEE CAMPBELL 
MATT CARUFEL 
JUSTIN CHATMAN 
RYAN COLEMAN 
RYAN COLLADO 
TERRELL COMBS 
KEANON COOPER 


om 


; SPRING 


ROSTER 


ee = nS 


HomeTown 


Cleveland, OH 
Ladysmith, WI 
Fairview Heights, IL 
Duluth, GA 

Denver, CO 
Bloomington 

Long Beach, MS 


Garfield Heights, O# 


New Haven, CT 
Keller, TX 
Maple Grove 
Kenton, 0H 
Naples, FL 
Forest Lake 
Mesquite, TX 
Brookfield, WI 
Cincinnati, OH 
Lexington, KY 
Dallas, TX 


TIM DANDRIDGE 


Detroit, MI 


STEVE DAVIS 
TREY DAVIS 
ERIC DECKER 
WILLIE DYSON 


JEWHAN EDWARDS 


St. Louis, MO 
Farmington 
Cold Spring 
Ballwin, MO 

Philadelphia, PA 


ERIC ELLESTAD 
DELEON ESKRIDGE 
RYAN GRANT 
MARQUEIS GRAY 
BRANDON GREEN 
BLAKE HAUDAN 
RAYMOND HENDERSON 
THOMAS HENNESSEY 
TRAY HERNDON 
DEON HIGHTOWER 
VINCE HILL 

JON HOESE 

HAROLD HOWELL 
OTIS HUDSON 


Brooklyn Park 
San Francisco, CA 
Eden Prairie 
Indianapolis, IN 
Chicago, IL 
Toledo, OH 

Oak Creek, WI 
Somerset, WI 
Jacksonville, FL 
Arlington, TX 
Baltimore, MD 
Glencoe 
Jacksonville, FL 


Barrington, IL 


CURTIS HUGHES 


Chicago, IL 


ANTHONY JACOBS 


Northfield 


SCOTT JILEK 


Eden Prairie 


JOHNNY JOHNSON 
TYLER JOHNSON 
BRANDON KIRKSEY 
BRYAN KLITZKE 
JUSTIN KUCEK 
BEN KUZNIA 


Chicago, IL 
Fridley 

St. Louis, MO 
Chippewa Falls, WI 
Canfield, OH 
Olivia 


ERIC LAIR 

SIMONI LAWRENCE 
MIKE MACIEJOWSKI 
KEVIN MANNION 


PASSING | 


‘RUSHING - 


Tackes for lo: 
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eer} Moog 


oo 


ss: 8) 


Houston, TX 
Upper Darby, PA 
Columbus, OH 


Germantown, WI 


No. Name 


SAM MARESH 
COLLIN MCGARRY 
TIM MCGEE 
MICHAEL MCKELTON 
CEDRIC MCKINLEY 
DAJON MCKNIGHT 
JASON MEINKE 
CHRIS MENSEN 
BARRETT MOEN 
JOEL MONROE 

KYLE MOORE 

STEVE MOORE 

TONY MORTENSEN 
JOHN NANCE 
DAMOLA OGUNDIPE 
DERRICK ONWUACHI 
RYAN ORTON 

DAVID PITTMAN 
SPENCER REEVES 
RYAN RUCKDASHEL 
SHADY SALAMON 
REX SHARPE 
MARCUS SHERELS 
JACK SIMMONS 
TRAYE SIMMONS 
MARCUS SINGLETARY 
ERIC SMALL 
BRODRICK SMITH 
RALPH SPRY 

MATT STOMMES 
NICHOLAS STOMMES 
TROY STOUDERMIRE 
TONY STROUTH 
PATRICK SVEUM 
ANDRE TATE 
NEDWARD TAVALE 
KYLE THERET 

JAY THOMAS 

JIMMY THOMPSON 
GARY TINSLEY 

JEFF TOW-ARNETT 
NATHAN TOW-ARNETT 
NICK TOW-ARNETT 
NATHAN TRIPLETT 
LOGAN UU 
WILLIAM VANDESTEEG 
ADAM WEBER 

NICK WEBER 

KEVIN WHALEY 
DAMIEN WHITE 


Pos. Ctass Hr. 


= 


t 


HomeTown 


Champlin 
Stillwater 
Columbia, SC 
Royal Palm Beach, FL 
Demopolis, AL 
Dallas, TX 
Apple Valley 
Solon, IA 
Bloomington 
Brooklyn Park 
St. Paul 

Coon Rapids 
Hutchinson 
St. Paul 

New Brighton 
Newhall, CA 
Eden Prairie 
Snellville, GA 
Dallas, TX 
Apple Valley 
South St. Paul 
Fairfield, AL 
Rochester 
Libertyville, IL 
Marietta, GA 
Hinesville, GA 
Naperville, IL 
Garden City, KS 
Aubum, AL 
Richmond 


Owen, WI 
Datlas, TX 

Edina 

Rochester 
Mendota Heights 
St. Paul 


Murrieta, CA 
Oakdale 
Hayward, WI 
Jacksonville, FL 
Redwood Falls 
Redwood Falls 
Redwood Falls 
Maple Plain 
Oakland, CA 


Silver Lake 
Shoreview 
Hastings 

Virginia Beach, VA 
Culver City, CA 


DL, WILHITE 
RYAN WYNN 


Lexington, KY 
Plymouth 


he Gophers will have a new look this season. 
School officials and Nike designers brain- 
stormed for six months to come up with six dif- 
ferent uniform combinations that feature 
a number of changes in design and material, 
including “Minnesota” emblazoned across the 
chest, a darker shade of maroon and the return 
of white pants for the first time since 1967. 

“It's a clean, classic look,” coach Tim Brewster 
said. “It's about speed; it’s about sleek; and it’s 
about pride.” 

The players also gave the new uniforms two 
thumbs up. 

“They're a lot lighter,” quarterback Adam 
Weber said. “You feel like you're not really wear- 
ing a uniform at all. These uniforms have a way 
of making you feel like you're playing football 
out in the back yard.” 

e Marcus Sherels has a chance to start at 
cornerback after moving from wide receiver with 
one week left in spring practice. Sherels was the 
star of the spring game with three tackles and 
two fumble recoveries. He also is a gunner on 
punt coverage and is expected to return kicks. 

Sherels, a walk-on, played cornerback in 
high school. 

“It's a natural adjustment,” he said. 

© Senior linebacker Deon Hightower, who 
finished second on the team with 70 tackles last 
year, played the entire season despite having 
a torn labrum in his left shoulder. 

“T will never make an excuse,” he said. “If 
you're hurt and you decide to play, there is no 
room for excuses. I won't be tentative in hitting. 
I hit when I needed surgery, so I’m definitely 
going to hit now that I had it.” 

© Junior Eric Decker is one of the top wide 
receivers in the Big Ten, and he is not bad at 
baseball either. 

Decker resumed his baseball career this spring 
after a three-year layoff. Despite some early 
rust, he became the Gophers’ starting left fielder 
and No. 2 hitter in the order. 

Decker ranked in the Top 10 in the Big Ten in 
slugging percentage, on-base percentage, triples 
and walks during one point of the season. Baseball 
coach John Anderson said Decker (6-2, 215 
pounds) has a “major league baseball body” and 
likely will get a chance to play professionally. 


; PURDUE 31-45 
 & OHIO STATE -30 
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at Indiana 20-40 > 


at Michigan 
LINOIS 


at lowa < 
WISCONSIN 


WWW.LINDYSSPORTS.COM 2008 


ken wrist in the first week, but he is healthy 


again and gives the defense a strong pass 


te BES T K A 
Senior linebacker Deon Hightower had ™ BRIGHTEST 


offseason shoulder surgery but should be Vasa: -)-)0 3 PLAYER 


healthy by the opener. Hightower finished WR Eric Decker 
Junior wide receiver set a 
school record with 67 catch- 
es last season and posted 
the  fifth-most receiving | 
' yards in school history with | 
909. He also caught nine 
touchdown passes. ... Decker, 
| at 6-2, 215 pounds, has good 
size and — above-average 
speed, He runs precise routes 
makeover, which is probably a good and uses his body to shield 
A i 5 Ratatat. defenders. .., Caught six passes for 125 yards and | 
thing. The coaches fell in love with junior enoieauehiowns against Wisconsin in the season 
H 


college transfer Tramaine Brock in spring _ |) BN@l€: =. Missed spring practice to play/for the 
S Gophers baseball team, 


rush. He had 10 sacks as a sophomore. 


second on the team in tackles with 70, 


including a team-high 9.5 for loss. The 


Gophers also are relying on senior Steve 
Davis and junior college transfer Simoni 
Lawrence. 


The secondary could see a complete 


practice. The free safety brings more speed 


and playmaking ability to the back end. EMERGING STAR 


Dis) aes ee 


7 Junior college transfer Traye Simmons QB Adam Weber 

: A ibe-the Noedne Pack te Weber won the starting job 

i will be the No. 1 cornerback, and con- dit vedshines Recnm anand 
! verted wide receiver Marcus Sherels im- set a number of single-sea- 


> . son school records, including 
pressed the staff after moving to corner passing yards (2,895) and 
touchdown passes (24). ... 
Also led the team in rushing 
with 617. yards and five 
touchdowns. ... Weber needs 
to cut down on his intercep- 
tion total (19), but another 
year in the spread offense should make him more 
good about their kicking game. Senior |) comfortable with the system. 


this spring. 


=< 


The Gophers, for once, actually feel 


Photo by: Scott Boehm/Getty Images 


punter Justin Kucek should be a Ray Guy 


Willie VanDeSteeg , Award candidate. Senior placekicker Joel , TOP NEWCOMER 


Monroe was reliable after claiming the job 
early last season. The junior college transfer 
' participated in spring work- 


oa sim by YT > if - ve 
roll out six or seven new starters, includ- Kucek blossomed last season to become Sit adetantnedG 


one of the Big Ten’s top punters. He av- ate impact with his speed 


f 
| FS Tramaine Brock 
eraged 42.7 yards per punt. He also uses Oe epans 
i 
| 


ing a brand new secondary. 


and playmaking ability. 
| Was a junior college All- 
' American at Mississippi Gulf 
Coast last season, collecting 
| 59 tackles and seven inter- 
ceptions in 11 games. ... 
Minnesota coaches say he can also play corner- 
back, if needed. 


The line should have more size and 


depth with junior college transfers Tim 4 technique called the flop punt, which 


McGee and Cedric McKinley, and true helped him place 21 punts inside the 20- 


freshman Jewhan Edwards. yard line with 14 fair catches. 
Senior defensive end Willie VanDeSteeg The Gophers need to get more pro- 


struggled last season after suffering a bro- duction out of their return game. Harold 


Minnesota's Winning Trend 1998-2007 
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Player Profile 


Jay Thomas 


Still Going After Two 
ACL Injuries 


Tailback Jay Thomas wondered whether 
his career was over as he sat atop a porta- 
ble exam table on the sideline during Min- 
nesota’s 27-21 loss to North Dakota State 
last season. 

He already had endured one major knee 
surgery in his college career and suddenly 
he was facing another one. 

“I really had to check my faith at that 
time,” he said. “I was thinking, ‘Does God 
really want me to do this?’ Maybe he was 
trying to tell me something. ‘Am I not sup- 
posed to play football? Is this not what I'm 
supposed to do?” 
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Thomas decided he wasn’t ready to hang 
up his cleats just yet. The junior had suc- 
cessful ACL surgery on his right knee, 
worked diligently in rehab and expects to 
be 100 percent when the Gophers open the 
2008 season. 

“This knee coming along faster proves 
that maybe this is what I’m supposed to 
do,” he said. “We'll see when fall comes, 
but I think I will be a better player because 
of it.” 

The Gophers certainly hope so. Minneso- 
ta is thin at running back and desperately 
needs Thomas to stay healthy and help 
carry the load. Sophomore Duane Bennett 
is the only other returning tailback with 
experience. 

Thomas has rushed for 440 yards and 
five touchdowns in two seasons, but inju- 
ries have prevented him from reaching his 
potential. Even now it’s hard to know what 
to expect from a running back that has had 
ACL surgeries on both knees, but the Go- 
phers are optimistic. 

“One thing about Jay is he’s a tough 
guy,” coach Tim Brewster said. “He's 
got tremendous persistence and perse- 
verance. I don’t question his ability to 
come back.” 

Thomas tore the ACL in his left knee as a 
freshman and endured a difficult recovery 
filled with minor setbacks. The second sur- 
gery was a little different as he received a 
ligament from a cadaver, which can speed 
up the rehabilitation process. He has had 
virtually no complications this time. 

“It’s day and night from my left knee,” 
he said. 

Thomas, a track star in high school, was 
one of the team’s fastest players before 
both surgeries. He doesn’t think that will 
change. 

“Tm not going to say that I haven't 
been able to show my talent because I’ve 
had my opportunities,” he said. “But 
I think I can be a lot better than I’ve 
shown so far, and hopefully that will come 
out this season.” 


Howell came to Minnesota with a lot 
of hype, but he made little impact as a 
freshman returner. Junior college trans- 
fer David Pittman could end up as the 
punt returner, and junior walk-on Mar- 
cus Sherels has big-play potential return- 
ing kicks. 


The non-conference schedule sets up 
nicely for the Gophers ... but that’s what 
everyone said last season, too. Minneso- 
ta plays host to Northern Illinois, Mon- 
tana State and Florida Atlantic, and 
travels to Bowling Green, before the Big 
Ten opener. 

The Gophers lost to Bowling Green and 
Florida Atlantic last season, but anything 
less than a 3-1 record in the non-confer- 
ence games should set off alarm bells. 

The Gophers open the conference 
schedule at Ohio State, which is never 
fun, but they get winnable home games 
against Indiana, Northwestern and Iowa. 

The Iowa game on Nov. 22 will be 
Minnesota’ final game in the Metrodome 
before moving into its new on-campus 
stadium in 2009. 

— Chip Scoggins 


SCHEDULE 


Aug. 30 NORTHERN ILLINOIS ~ 


Sept. 6 at Bowling Green — 
Sept. 13 MONTANA STATE ~ 
Sept.20 FLORIDA ATLANTIC 


| PLATO Oe eG LACK SY Sy 
Sept. 27 at Ohio State 


Oct. 4 INDIANA — 


” Oct. 41 at Illinois ~ 


a ae a, EN 
Oct. 25 at Purdue 


Own 4) UNNRTEWECTEDID 
Nov. 1 +‘ NORTHWESTERN 


FG ST I I IEEE TY 
Nov. 8 MICHIGAN 


CORSA REN 
Nov. 15 at Wisconsin 


Nov. 22 IOWA 
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DANIEL HOLTZCLALW 


By Steve Silverman 


remem ted JAC record: 3-4 (T-3rd, Wes’ 


COACH: Jeff Genyk — At Eastern Michigan and overall: 
13-33, 4 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Scott Isphording 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jay Peterson 


including eight starts at right tackle. He moves 
to right guard this season. 


039 


Pd) LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1987 DEFENSE 
iiaj} LAST BOWL: 1987, California Bowl Senior linebacker Daniel Holtzclaw should 
RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 6 offense, 8 defense, : : 
a sarcer Kicker be one of the best defensive players in the MAC 
£ PLAYERS TO WATCH: LB Daniel Holtzclaw, QB Andy once again. Holtzclaw has the size, strength 
Fl atcha RB Dwayne Priest, and range to dominate, and he plays with an 
fj) PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Coaches are confident in Andy inner fire, 
yy] Schmitt. His backup, Kyle McMahon, is pretty good too. Holtzclaw led the Eagles with 125 tackles a year 
WR Jacory Stone has the size and strength to go over the eas 
middle, while DeAnthony White is quick and can exploit ago and also intercepted two Passes. —— e a a | 
He en St ey tise be aes Holtzclaw will have a solid running mate = ~~ 
TENTI ; Eastern Michigan is a decent or ‘ ae - D th h rt 
cffanstve eam BUE Ie not initha cats of the’ bet: in linebacker Andre Hatchet ve as long as he ep C Jd 
ter teams in the MAC. The defense was awful against qualifies academically. That was a major issue dur- 
the run last season — allowing 5.2 yards per rushing ing the spring Offense 
attempt. LB Andre Hatchett sat out spring because of Rosaries ) : Pos. Name st. s Wt. C 
academics. The line loses a couple of key players in Jason Pos. Name Ht Wt. cl. 
Jones and Eric Young. Jones was a first-team QB Andy Schmitt* 6-4 238 Ir. 
OFFENSE All-MAC selection, while Young was the team’s Sevan ee 
Quarterback Andy Schmitt is a solid per defensive MVP. x eae S a e 
- - 2 . wayne rnes' = 5 
former who has the arm to go downfield, and he H eT end: dpenset = eS ee tackle Josh WR — Jacory Stone* 6-0 190 Jr. 
can also bide his time in the pocket and give his es ibstaattitos Aes Sets Se BONS David Fox 6-2 195 ar, 
receivers'a chance to get open. What he needs to to be competitive on the line. Smith started nine WR Tyler Jones 6-2. 218 Sr. 
become more effective this season is a legitimate games a year ago and had 35 tackles, including six -———— DeAnthony White® __5:8_°170__ dr. 
running game for loss. Hunt had 30 tackles — 6.5 for loss — WR Tyrone Burke 5-10 194 So. 
Mca : in 10 games, Trey Hunter 5-11 200‘. 
Three players will fight to replace Pierre Walker, dices ; . Tes wetSoriiacFallich ST Woke Sas 
who ran for 839 yards and 10 touchdowns a year Free safety Ryan Downard is the impact player PTY: Fale h 05 
fap Tetrence Blevins, Dauyne Tes es %, omen in the secondary. He was tied for 12th in the nation MIE eas = = ate 
Jones all saw action last year and flashed pecs in snpereepobis with six aridi he also tad’ 43 suckles = cia s 62 a = 
d ’ rKIN: if is 
a year ago. 
but coach Jeff Genyk needs one of them to step ) ' 8 Bae iveecrined LG Andy Fretz* 6-2 285 Jr 
forward in a hurry. our starters return in the secondary, where DaPclNiatie Baia aureeir eane sare? 
Schmite, also a: capable runner, was botheted age a ue competes to keep the front-line © Eric Davis Gav 27O asa: 
eae tes : ayers from getti mplacent. : 
by a shoulder injury for part of last season, giv- P!*Y° oo Non Ze Seay ee 
ing backup Kyle McMahon ample opportunity. steal is 3 Z 
WS doves SPECIAL TERMS Dan DeMaster* 6-5 287 __—So. 
Coaches have a good situation here. A : WM sae 
Wide receiver Jacory Stone has good hands and Punter Zach Johnson can also handle placekick- ee eae p 
is the team’s leading returning receiver after catch- ing chores. Johnson averaged ae yaa elder waeacagie aoe a 
ing 47 passes a year ago, Stone works well with  * Year ago and put 24 of his kicks inside the 20. Defense 
fellow wideout DeAnthony White, who caught 33 He also connected on five of seven field goal Pos. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
balls a year ago. attempts, including a 50-yarder. DE Spenser Smith* 6-1 240 Sr 
Josh LeDuc and newcomer Kyle Pollock will Brad Ohrman G-4v 266: ft. 
. *L epee * \-' 
handle the tight end responsibilities. Pollock, OVERVIEW Dieses tutte Cie eo 
a junior college transfer, combines good size It appears to be another long season for Eastern Brandon Slater §-3__273__Fr. 
(6-3, 258) with the kind of soft hands that should Michigan. They have some offensive weapons and MwA Ch) ieee Te 
: , : H H able ~j ey II x Ryan Kuhlman 6-4 265 Fr. 
male hunter Sctnnite avons: will be able to compete in some games for a half 
. ae Oe : sfonet . DE Adam Brockman 6-3 244 So. 
The line is led by senior left tackle TJ. three quarters, but defensive woes will put too Sra ENE Se cy. 


Lang and junior left guard Andy Fretz. Both much Pere Oe offense that is good, but cer- LB Andre Hatchett* 5-11 215 Jr. 
started all 12 games a year ago. Sophomore Dan tainly not great. Some improvement is possible, but Tim Fort 6-0 214 So. 
DeMaster played in all 12 games a year ago, * losing record is the likely result. LB Daniel Holtzclaw* 6-1. 246 Sr. 
Steve Brown 6-0 208 Fr. 
LB Jermaine Jenkins 6-2 207 Sr. 
4 RS ——— oe — cB Kevin Long 6-1 196 So 
sy a INDIANA STATE Pret, 3-4) OFFENSE PER GAME RANK Lyle Garrison* 5-8 167 Sr. 
Sept. 6 at Michigan State Lat Pittsburgh 3-27 Scoring 24.2 85 CB Arrington Hicks 5-10 166 So, 
Sept. 13 Totepo «= |._—Ss BALL STATE 16-38 Bushing 156.5 54 Derrick Hunter* 6-0 184 Jr, 
Sept.20 at Maryland W at Northern Illinois 21-19 | Passing 181.0 102 SS Jacob Wyatt* 5-11 197 Sr. 
Sept.27 NORTHERWILLINOIS | /Y ee Se ee $378 9% Chris May 510200. 
& at Vander} z FENSE FS Ryan Downard* 6-1 201 So. 
4 ] x Bowling Bier L at Michigan 22-33 be: 2 en Dwayne Harrison - Bis Sy 
vatammy | Lat Ohio CMD ese Wa aie ple Fane de 
AKRON || NORTHWESTERN 14-26 | passing = org a Special Teams 
= He at Ball State W WESTERN MICHIGAN 19-2 | ie 4236 90 Pos. Name Biter wh wel: 
at Western Michigan Lat Toledo 28-52 K Zach Johnson* 6-0 185 Jr 
Nov, 22 at Temple L  BOWLINGGREEN 32-39 TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK Pp Zach Johnson* 6-0 185 dn 
Nov. 28 CENTRAL MICHIGAN W at Central Michigan 48-45 +11 ys os 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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RETURNING STARTERS 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


reil Sutton 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS _ 


_POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Gevate, 


KEY LOSSES 


“OVERVIEW 
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WILDCATS | 


NORTHWESTERN 


All Coordinated: Change the Staff, Change the Record? 


at Fitzgerald returns almost all of his 
key players. But it was an offseason of 
change in Evanston. 

Fitzgerald believes the Wildcats, with 16 
starters returning, should be as staunch as 
any team in his three-year run as North- 
western’s head coach. In part, that belief is 
based on the addition of new lieutenants 
Mick McCall and Mike Hankwitz. 

McCall, sagacious in the spread of- 
fense after five years assisting Bowling 
Green and star quarterbacks Omar Ja- 
cobs and Josh Harris carve up the Mid- 
American Conference, has autonomy 
with the offense. 

McCall inherits a unit that was long 
on yards but too often short on points 
in 2007. With the top passer, rusher and 
receiver in tow, McCall wasted no time 
installing a no-huddle offense with more 
wrinkles than a Shar-pei. 

Fitzgerald would like more emphasis 
on the running game than past Bowling 
Green teams have shown, but McCall as- 
sures that talented running back Tyrell 
Sutton will have a starring role. Likewise, 
fifth-year senior quarterback C.J. Bacher 
has an ally in McCall. 

Bacher was 12th in the nation in to- 
tal offense last season, but frustrated the 
“Cats with 19 interceptions. McCall will 
use a moving pocket at times as a way to 
build Bacher’s confidence and keep him 
in rhythm. 

But the Wildcats already had a respect- 
ably potent attack. Where NU needed the 
most attention was on defense. 

Unable to put the squeeze on opposing 


quarterbacks, the Wildcats had a woeful 
pass defense. Hankwitz, who arrived after 
23 years as a defensive coordinator and 
most recently helping Wisconsin build a 
top 25 defense, might be the ideal mind 
for Fitzgerald’s defense. 

The Badgers, for example, made op- 
ponents nervous with a deep rotation of 
eight, and sometimes 10, undersized line- 
men. UW, emphasizing quickness and 
high effort, sprinkled in decoy pass cover- 
age schemes and would blitz any players 
on any down. 

The unpredictability and aggressiveness 
should trump Northwestern’s previous 
bend-but-don't-break tendencies. 

Hankwitz doesn’t have an NFL corner- 
back-in-waiting like he did with the Bad- 
gers last season (Jack Ikegwuonu). But the 
secondary is stocked with playmakers. 

Cornerback Sherrick McManis and 
both safeties — Brad Phillips and Bren- 
dan Smith, who was honorable mention 
All-Big Ten before missing "07 — have 
plenty of starting experience. That's criti- 
cal for this defense to be effective, not just 
aggressive. 


OFFENSE 

Mick McCall’s no-huddle offense de- 
mands communication, and that’s why 
he’s asked the leaders of the offense to 
learn the responsibilities of every player 
on every play. If the Wildcats prove up to 
the task, the only errors made should be 
physical ones. 

C.J. Bacher threw 521 passes last sea- 
son, completing 61 percent. But the 
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Tyrell Sutton Photo by ©2008 Scott Boehm 


Photo by: Chuck Rydlewski/icon SMI 


Wildcats want Bacher to click on at least 
65 percent and cut down on the number 
of tosses that end up in the arms of the 
opposition (19 in 2007; 28 in 697 career 
attempts). 

Bacher led the Big Ten in passing yards 
and total offense. He averaged 307.2 yards 
per game and did an admirable job keep- 
ing NU’s offense afloat with Tyrell Sutton 
sidelined for all or parts of seven games. 

Sutton’s ankle healed, and the senior 
has All-Big Ten ability. He’s been pegged 
as one of the best pass-catching backs in 
the nation by scouting analysts, but he 
packs more power than you might expect 
on his 5-9 frame. 

Sutton’s health is vital to the Wildcats’ 
success. Senior backup Omar Conteh can 
be effective as both a runner and receiver. 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 119.8 ypg rushing (11th in Big Ten/97th in NCAA), 307.9 yng passing (1st/11th), 427.7 ypg total offense (2nd/32nd), 25.8 ppg (10th/72nd) 


POS STARTER YR. _ COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB C.J Bacher* Sr. __ Dual-threat, fifth-year senior must cut INTs. Mike Kafka, Jr. 
RB Tyrell Sutton” Sr. Get to know him: Has All-American ability if healthy, Omar Conteh, Sr. 


WR Ross Lane* Sr.__ Emerged as big-play threat who can go up and getit. Charles Brown, Fr. 


WR _ Eric Peterman* Sr. Converted QB; co-MVP last year had 66 catches. Jeff Yarbrough, Sr. 
WR Rasheed Ward* Sr. Flashed potential with two TDs in spring game. Sidney Stewart, So. 
WR Andrew Brewer Jr. __Ex-QB missed last season because of a broken arm. Zeke Markshausen, Jr. 
LT_AlNetter Fr. __ Had strong spring to win three-way battle. Ramon Diaz, Jr. 

LG Keegan Kennedy Sr. Converted DL knows how to win in trenches. Desmond Taylor, Sr. 

C Ben Burkett Fr. Stood out in April; allowed Belding to stay at OG. Alex Rucks, Sr. 

RG _ Joel Belding” Sr.__ Expected to emerge as line leader. Keegan Grant, So. 

RT__ Kurt Mattes* Jf. Started and showed well as redshirt frosh. Mike Boyle, So. 
*Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 167.1 ypy rushing (10th in Big Ten/74th in NCAA), 248.4 ypy passing (Sth/79th), 410.5 yng total defense (10th/77th), 31.0 ppg (10th/88th) 


DE — Corey Wootton* Jr. Along, strong, hold-the-point end. Corbin Bryant, So. 
OT —_ John Gill* Sr. Led NU linemen with 50 tackles. Jack DiNardo, Fr. 
DT Adam Hahn* dr. Played in all 24 games in his career. Marshall Thomas, Jr. 
DE _ Kevin Mims* Sr._ Tied for fifth with 5.5 TFLs in ‘07. Vince Browne, Fr. 
LB Prince Kwateng* St__Strongside ‘backer forced three fumbles in ‘07. Mike Dinard, Sr. 

LB Malcolm Arrington Sr. __ Started four games at OLB last year. Nate Williams, So. 
LB Quentin Davie So. Has to fight to keep spot ahead of Mike Dinard, Ben Johnson, Fr. 
CB Sherrick McManis* Jr. Has skills to star in new-look “D.” David Oredugba, Sr. 
CB Justan Vaughn So, One of nine NU players with an INT last year. Jordan Mabin, Fr. 
$S__Brad Phillips* So. Smarts, height to be key cog in defense. David Arnold, Fr. 

FS Brendan Smith Jr. Confident and fearless; back from injury. Brian Peters, Fr. 
*Returning Starter 


Wide receivers Eric Peterman (66 
catches, 744 yards and three TDs in 
2007) and Ross Lane (49 catches, 649 
yards, seven TDs) return. With Sutton 
and Rasheed Ward, who was third on the 
team in receptions, Bacher has his four 
top receivers back. Each had at least 30 
catches, combining for 191 receptions 
and 2,109 yards. 

The line, needing to replace center 
Trevor Rees, guard Adam Crum and tack- 
le Dylan Thiry, will be young and short 
on experienced depth. 

Redshirt freshman Al Netter survived a 
three-way competition in spring practice 
to win the left tackle job. Keegan Kenne- 
dy, a senior converted from the defensive 
line, will pair with Netter on the all-new 
left side, but the Wildcats haven't settled 


on a definite replacement for Rees. 

Joel Belding, the starting right guard 
for all 12 games last season, could still 
slide over to center if redshirt freshman 
Ben Burkett falters. Experience is cov- 
eted at that position in McCall's fast- 
break offense. 


DEFENSE 


John Gill and Corey Wootton are 
lynchpins in NU’s defense. They'll align 
shoulder to shoulder on the left side of the 
defensive line. 

Wootton described the tactical differ- 
ence between the new defense and the 
old one as a shift from read-and-react to 
attack-attack. He expects this scheme to 
make a big difference in the run defense, 
which was woeful — 167 yards per game 
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WILDCATS RECRUITING 2008 


Brian Mulroe, OL 

Offensive lineman Brian Mulroe was one of the top line prospects in 
= the Midwest. At 6-6, 263, he might need to add some weight, but the 

talent is there to play early. Keeping him at home and away from oth- 

ers in the Big Ten was vital and very welcome in Evanston. 


Jeff Radek, OL 

Jeff Radek should team with Mulroe to give the Wildcats some much- 
needed beef upfront. He’s got all the tools to see the field early. 
At 6-6, 277, he’s already got the frame to play quickly, but he’s also a 
very skilled lineman, too. 


Brett Nagel, LB 

Another very nice local find, Nagle was heavily recruited by many Big 
1 Ten and national teams. He displays great instincts when you watch 
him on film and at 6-4, 225, he should be able to see early action. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMPACT 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown School 


Nick Adamle lb ooo 6-5 298 Wheaton, IL Wheaton North 
Rated as the No. 24 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 65 
offensive guard. 


Brian Amielt DE oo 6-4 243 Stillwater, NIN 
Second-team All-State selection as a senior. 


Hunter Bates BB OO 5-9 159 Ponte Vetira Beach, FL 
Son of former Dallas Cowboy safety Bill Bates. 


Martin Bayless WR OO 6-2 200 Missouri City, TX 
Had 21 receptions for 303 yards and five touchdowns as a senior. 


Jared Carpenter BB OS 5-10 186 Bowling Green, KY 
Chose Northwestern over Western Kentucky. 


Alex Daniel RB OO 5-11 191 Roswell, GA 
Rushed for 4,364 yards and 46 touchdowns during his career. 


Neal Deiters wo oo 6-9 342 Elmhurst, IL 
Also participated in basketball and track. 


Demetrius Dugar = OB OO 5-11 175 Aldine, 1 
Earned All-District honors as a senior. 


Jeremy Ebert ATH O@ 6-0 178 Hilliard, OH 
Two-time All-District selection. 


Demetrius Fielis WR OG 6-0 192 Dallas, 1X 
Brother of Kansas wide receiver Dexton Fields. 


Calet Hamer BB OO 5-11 175 Murfreesboro, TN Siegel 
Chose Northwestern over Bucknell and Harvard. 


Commitiments 
Average Stars 


THE SLEEPER 


Demetrius Fields, WR 
Dallas South Oak Cliff receiver | qotal stars 
Demetrius Fields brings big-play 
potential to the Wildcats. He was one AGAMUEUI ET BIG TEN: 10 


of the top receivers in the always deep 

Dallas Metroplex, but for some reason 2009 NEEDS 

some of the top teams in the Big 12 Quarterback looks to be a big deal for 

overlooked him. Northwestern in the 2009 class, but also 
more depth at defensive line and linebacker 
are musts. The Wildcat coaches would also 
like to continue to upgrade their overall 


speed and skill with more pure athletes in 
the 2009 class. 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown School 


Evan Luxenburg TT oo 6-3 280 Beachwood, OH 
Selected Northwestern over Eastern Michigan and Bowling Green. 


Jeravin Matthews WR O@ 5-9 170 Canonsburg, PA Canon MeMillan 
Chose Northwestern over Army and Ohio. 


Brian Mulroe lb ooo 6-6 263 Wilmette, IL Loyola Academy 
Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 20 
offensive guard. 


Brett Nagel IB OOo 6-4 225 Lemont, IL Lemont 
Rated as the No. 23 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 63 
outside linebacker. 


David Nwabuisi AH OO 6-1 230 Bellaire, TX Episcopal 
Selected Northwestern over Rice. 


Stone Pinckney 1B Oo 5-11 202 Columbia, SC Hammond School 
Recorded 161 tackles his senior season. 


Chuck Porcelli ol ooo 6-8 285 Lombard, IL 
Rated as the No. 26 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com. 


deff Radek ol ooo 6-6 277 Naperville, IL Neuqua Valley 
Rated as the No. 19 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 58 
offensive tackle. 


Quentin Williams TE OGCO 6-3 235 Pittsburgh, PA Central Catholic 
Rated as the No. 25 prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 30 tight end. 
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Individual Stats 


COLIN ARMSTRONG 
DAVID ARNOLD 
MALCOLM ARRINGTON 
(C.J. BACHER 
RYAN BARRETT 
DOUG BARTELS 
JOEL BELDING 
MIKE BOLDEN 
MIKE BOYLE 
ANDREW BREWER 
CHARLES BROWN 
VINCE BROWNE 
PHIL BRUNNER 
CORBIN BRYANT 
BEN BURKETT 
LEE COLEMAN 
TYLER COMPTON 
SCOTT CONCANNON 
OMAR CONTEH 
KYLE DALEY 
QUENTIN DAVIE 
1 STEFAN DEMOS 

RAMON DIAZ 
MIKE DINARD 
JACK DINARDO 
TODD DOCKERY 
DRAKE DUNSMORE 
CARL FISHER, II 
KEVIN FRYMIRE 
JOHN GILL 
KEEGAN GRANT 
ADAM HAHN 
TANNER HIGHLEN 
MARK ISON 
CHRIS JESKE 
BEN JOHNSON 
REJAIE JOHNSON 
CAMERON JOPLIN 
MIKE KAFKA 

62 KEEGAN KENNEDY 


36 PRINCE KWATENG 


ae 


HomeTown 


Copley, OH 
Rochester Hills, MI 
Sacramento, CA 
Westmont 
Caledonia 
Seville, OH 
Evanston 
Havertown, PA 
Tulsa, OK 
Chicago 
Lisbon, OH 
South Milwaukee, WI 
Chicago 
Toledo, OH 
Gainesville, GA 
Humble, TX 
Columbia, MO 
Cypress, TX 
Arlington, TX 
St. Louis, MO 
Scottsdale, AZ 
Morris 

Parma, OH 
Hinsdale 
Atlanta, GA 
Lenexa, KS 
Bolingbrook 
Burr Ridge 

Los Altos Hills, CA 
Coal City 
Hartford, W1 
Peoria, AZ 
Powell, OH 
Yorkville 
Trevor, WI 

La Marque, TX 
Ann Arbor, MI 
Chicago 
Jupiter, FL 


Munster, IN 


0. Cor 
B. Rot 


Name 
E. Peterman 
R. Lar 


Sacks: D. Ngene 5, J. Gi 
Tackes for loss: J. Gill 8.5, C. \ 
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No. NAME 
9 ROSS LANE 

49 SOOTT LILJA 

26 JORDAN MABIN 

93 NIKO MAFULI 

85 ZEKE MARKSHAUSEN 

78 KURT MATTES 

14 JOE MAURO 

24  SHERRICK MCMANIS 

51 BRYCE MCNAUL 

95 KEVIN MIMS 

80 BRENDAN MITCHELL 
KEVIN MITCHELL 
AL NETTER 
JAMES NUSSBAUM 
DAVID OREDUGBA 
QOHN HENRY PACE 
DAN PERSA 
ERIC PETERMAN 
BRIAN PETERS 
KYLE PETTY 
BRAD PHILLIPS 
PAT POHLEN 
JOSH ROOKS 
ALEX RUCKS 
JACOB SCHMIDT 
STEPHEN SIMMONS 
BRENDAN SMITH 
SIDNEY STEWART 
ANDREW STRUCKMEYER 
TYRELL SUTTON 
DESMOND TAYLOR 
MARSHALL THOMAS 
JUSTAN VAUGHN 
AMADO VILLARREAL 
RASHEED WARD 
KEVIN WATT 
RICKY WEINA 
NATE WILLIAMS 
MARK WOODSUM 
COREY WOOTTON 


JEFF YARBROUGH 


iv 
on 


Vee 


CATS SPRING ROSTER 


Pos. Ciass Hr. Wr. Hometown 
Ft. Myers, FL 
Lake Bluff 
Northfield Center, OH 
Florissant, MO 
WR 5. Capron 
OL 6 Larksville, PA 
Bedford, TX 

Peoria 

Eden Prairie, MN 

The Woodlands, TX 

Twinsburg, OH 

Skokie 

Rohnert Park, CA 

Greenwood, IN 

Sherman Oaks, CA 

Hinsdale 

Bethlehem, PA 

Sherman 

Pickerington, OH 

Northbrook 

Export, PA 

Villa Park, CA 

Zeeland, MI 

Lincolnshire 

Rhinelander, WI 

St. Louis, MO 

Andover, MA 

Farmington Hills, MI 

Vienna, VA 

Akron, OH 

Los Angeles, CA 

Miami, FL 

Pearland, TX 

Englewood, CO 

Chicago 

Glen Ellyn 

Union Grove, WI 

Pittsburgh, PA 

Arlington Heights 

Rutherford, NJ 


Richton Park 


Saco ae 
NOTEBOOK 


unning back Tyrell Sutton could become 

NU’s all-time leader in all-purpose yards with 
a season in line with his career averages — 96.6 
rushing yards per game. 

Sutton is chasing Damien Anderson, who 
gained 5,271 total yards during his career. 
Sutton needs 1,329 yards. 

Given his expanding role in the offense and 
his resume as a receiver — 114 career catches, 
within 21 yards of 1,000 career receiving yards 
— it wouldn't be surprising to see Sutton shat- 
ter that record. 

Sutton also enters the 2008 season as the Big 
Ten’s active leader in rushing yards (2,996), 
ahead of Wisconsin’s P.J. Hill (2,781) and 
Michigan State star Javon Ringer (2,761). 

¢ Mike Hankwitz was stunned to be fired by 
Wisconsin after two solid seasons. Coach Pat 
Fitzgerald was equally stunned he was available. 

Hankwitz mentored Ron Vanderlinden, who 
was Gary Barnett’s top defensive coach when the 
Wildcats peaked in the 1990s. Fitzgerald played 
linebacker for those teams. 

Hankwitz turns 61 in December and has held 
11 jobs in coaching. He’s a noted “chalkboard 
and film guy” who has built 14 Top 25 defenses 
among 23 seasons as a coordinator. 

In 2006, led Wisconsin to a No. 5 national rank- 
ing in total defense. He had three top 10 defenses 
at Texas A&M and was integral in Colorado's wildly 
successful run — including a national champion- 
ship — in 10 seasons in Boulder. 

Hankwitz played at Michigan, where he was 
a graduate assistant form 1970-72. 

He also has been an interim head coach twice 
— for a 2005 bowl game during his second stint at 
Colorado, and for several games at Arizona when 
John Mackovic was fired early in the 2003 season. 

¢ Freshman wide receiver Martin Bayless is 
the son of Martin Bayless, who spent 13 years 
with the San Diego Chargers as a safety. The 
younger Bayless is a 6-2, 205-pound target amid 
a height-challenged receiving corps. He could 
make an immediate impact. 

© Northwestern spent plenty of time in spring 
plotting to turn around red-zone woes. 
NU scored touchdowns on just 31 of 52 trips 
(60 percent). “We put a big emphasis on the run 
down there,” quarterback C.J. Bacher said. 
“We weren't physical enough last year.” 


(6-6, 3-5) 
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Eric Peterman 


— in ‘07. Gill could thrive in a defense 


with a mindset of “if it moves, blast it.” 
Gill and Wootton attract a great deal of 
attention from opposing blockers. With 
a mixed bag of underclassmen likely to 
produce the other two line starters, that 
wont change. There is an ample crop of 
redshirt freshmen, but Vince Browne was 


a standout at end in the spring. 

Linebacker Adam Kadela, the Big Ten’s 
third-leading tackler last season, would 
have thrived in this system. But he’s gone, 
leaving Malcolm Arrington to man the 
middle. 

He was constantly around the ball as a 
junior, but his injury-riddled past might 
give coaches pause about thrusting him 
into a most-important role as defensive 
quarterback. 

The secondary should sizzle in a defense 
that has lacked big-play flair in recent sea- 
sons. Sherrick McManis rates as the leading 
returning tackler. He isn’t afraid to get his 
nose dirty and has the athleticism to be a 
weapon in Mike Hankwitz’s blitz package. 

McManis is the team’s No. | corner in 
name, but a contingent of breakthrough 
candidates, capped by converted running 
back Jordan Mabin, gives the team hope 
it ll have a decent pair each week. 

The safety tandem of Brad Phillips and 
Brendan Smith is burdened with great expec- 
tations. Smith, who has also returned punts, 
missed the final eight games of ’07 with a 
shoulder injury. He was second on the ’06 
team in tackles and played his best games 
against the cream of the Big Ten crop. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Kicker Amado Villarreal and punter 
Stefan Demos weren't available for spring 
practice due to injuries, opening the door 
for senior Kyle Daley. Daley handled punts 
and placement kicks in spring drills and 
has forced an extended look in the fall. 

Fitzgerald remarked in April that “it 
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MOST VALUABLE eee . 


RB Tyrell Sutton 
= Sutton could line up at | 
almost any skill spot this 
NU’s no-huddle | 
‘offense often. will operate 
with four wide receivers, 
‘and Sutton will split wide’ on 
‘occasion’ to give QB C.J. | 
Bacher | five reads from which 
i : Sutton aver- 


ick yunner who was 
the Big Ten with a 
ard kickoff-return 
average in 2007. But he's | 
also a talented cover man 
with enough height and ath- 
leticism = yes, he's on the | 
lighter side at 181 “pounds 
— to'shadow the top receiv- 
-e1s in the conference. ... Had 
75. tackles last season. ., ~ All he needs at this 
‘stage in his career is an accomplished pass 
“musher to develop in the front four. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


mado! ‘Dut he left spring | 
“drills listed as the first-team 
left offensive tackle. He | 
teplaces mainstay Dylan 
Thiry, who landed in the NFL. | 

+. The new quick-read spread 
passing offense takes some 
pass-blocking onus off the 
blindside protector of all-too-patient passer C.J. 
Bacher, But if Bacher falls into a slow-mo scan 
‘mode this season, the pressure is on Netter to 
Here Bacher’s uniform clean. 


ef 
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C.J. Bacher 


Bacher All Set 
For Senior Fling 


Purple to Pasadena. 

It's a mantra coined when the 1948 Wild- 
cats were en route to a Rose Bowl victory. 
If the senior-laden 2008 team has its say, 
this will be a once-every-60 kind of sea- 
son. 

“We want to be Rose Bowl champs,” said 
C.J. Bacher, the Wildcats’ fifth-year senior 
starting quarterback. 

“Anything we can do to get there, we're 
going to do. Fans are just hoping for a bowl 
game. But we know the talent we have in 
this program. You saw Illinois come out 
of nowhere with the talent they had. We 
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Player Profile 


might not be the same type of program. 
I think we have similar types of players.” 

Outlandish? Perhaps. But any kind of 
success, small or really big, will start with 
Northwestern's spread offense. And that 
relies on Bacher and senior tailback Tyrell 
Sutton. 

Bacher threw for 3,656 yards — seventh- 
best all-time in the Big Ten — and led the 
conference in passing (10th nationally). 
But with Sutton and Omar Conteh battling 
injury, it was too often a one-man show. 
NU was 97th in the FBS in rushing and 
sacks allowed. 

“With (new coordinator Mick McCall), 
there’s been a big emphasis on eliminating 
choices against certain defenses,” Bacher 
said, noting the simplified play selection 
as well. “Ill cut down the interceptions. 
I have to make better decisions. With the 
players we have on this offense, we have 
the ability to make plays.” 

Bacher made his share of plays. He aver- 
aged 304.6 yards passing and had a two- 
game stretch — wins against Michigan 
State and Minnesota — with these totals: 
990 passing yards, 1,016 yards of total of- 
fense, nine passing TDs, one rushing TD 
and no turnovers. The Wildcats scored 97 
points in those two games. 

He prefers to give credit to a receiving 
corps that returns almost intact. That in- 
cludes Sutton, who will get the ball “a lot 
in open space” this season, according to 
Bacher. 

Bacher guided the ‘Cats to a 5-3 record 
with four games to go. A bowl bid seemed 
all but certain. Bacher then threw 11 in- 
terceptions in the final four games and 
Northwestern went 1-3. If he can find more 
consistency — and get more consistent 
support — Bacher might push the Purple 
to Pasadena. 

“The last couple of seasons we felt an 
extreme amount of regret .sitting home 
during the bowl season,” Bacher said. 
“There is a sense of urgency. We know it’s 
now or never.” 


doesn’t matter what happened last year.” 
Fitzgerald said the best kickers will play. 

Villarreal, a senior, and Demos, a soph- 
omore, were adequate last season. Daley is 
the holder unless he’s asked to kick. Sher- 
rick McManis averaged 23.2 yards per 
kickoff return last season, and Eric Peter- 
man has been solid returning punts. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The Wildcats talked of a sense of urgency 
throughout the offseason. Getting off to a 
good start — 4-0? — is a must if the senior- 
heavy roster is to reach its bowl goal. 

There is a chance for NU to get off to 
a rolling start with a schedule that opens 
with a home game vs. Syracuse (2-10 last 
season) and a visit to Duke (1-11) before 
playing host to Football Championship 
Subdivision powerhouse Southern Illinois 
and Ohio (6-6). 

No team that made a bow! last season is 
on the schedule until Week 6. 

So why is the fast start necessary? Ohio 
State, Michigan and Illinois are the final 
three teams on the docket. That might 
mean the ‘Cats have to bring six wins into 


November. 


— Jeff Reynolds 


v 
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Flashes Ina Box 


COACH: Doug Martin — At Kent State and overall: 
15-25, 4 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: A.J. Pratt 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Pete Rekstis 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1972 

LAST BOWL: 1972, Tangerine Bowl 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 7 offense, 8 defense, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: RB Eugene Jarvis, QB Julian 
Edelman, DE Kevin Hogan, LB Derek Burrell, DE Monte 
Simmons, TE Jameson Konz, OL Augustus Parrish 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The running game. This isn’t West 
Virginia, but the one-two punch of Edelman and Jarvis 
has 2,500-yard potential. Backup running back Andre 
Flowers and a veteran offensive line should make the 
ground game at Kent State its bread and butter again. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Kent State has to prove, espe- 
cially to itself, it belongs as one of the top teams in 
the MAC. The Golden Flashes, considered by some as 
an East favorite, have no history of winning and need 
to solve their own user-friendly defense before they 
run with the elite. Special teams need work in almost 
every area. To increase the pressure on your defense 
by putting it in short-field situations consistently 
invites another disappointing season. 


OFFENSE 

Observers almost always qualify Kent State 
assessments and projections with “if they stay 
healthy.” In most cases, “they” refers to the two- 
man rushing attack of quarterback Julian Edelman 
and running back Eugene Jarvis. 

Jarvis, the nation’s leading returning rusher, 
is a pint-sized tailback by major college standards, 
but at 5-5 he is well-shaded behind his blockers 
and has the first-step quickness to dart through the 
tiniest of running lanes. 

Catching him is one thing — a more daunting 
task is bringing him to the ground. He gained 
1,669 yards last season. He'll share the load with 
Andre Flowers, who is more than a bruiser. The 
sophomore was the team’s most improved offen- 
sive player in the spring. 

When Edelman, an average passer on his best 
day, missed time last season, the offense wasn’t 
the same. If Kent State falls behind, the senior has 
not had the ability as a passer to bring the Golden 
Flashes back. 

The team’s shortage of experienced wide receiv- 
ers limits the passing game, and Kent State doesn’t 
have a player whose upside makes coaches gush. 
Sophomore quarterback Giorgio Morgan will take 
a lot of snaps in the fall and will see the field, even 
if Edelman isn’t injured, 

Keep this name in mind: Jameson Konz. The 
converted outside linebacker has the size and 


2008 Schedule 


2007 Results 


Kent State 


sprinter's speed (reportedly in the mid 4.3-sec- 
ond range) to add a needed dimension at tight 
end. Jonathan Simpson is another good option 
at the position. 

The tandem will be asked to help resuscitate 
a red-zone offense that scored just 15 times in 41 
visits inside the opponents’ 20. 


DEFENSE 

Too much, too easy. That was the consensus 
self-analysis of Kent State’s defense last season when 
it gave up almost 30 points per game, 

The scheme has been tweaked by dumping the 
soft zone coverage for more physical, bump-and-run 
coverage. The Golden Flashes failed to make enough 
plays against the pass, and the untested secondary 
appears best suited for a more aggressive scheme. 

Coach Doug Martin, to protect the back end of 
the defense, wants to generate more pressure. That 
might mean additional blitzes. His linebacking 
corps was the bright spot in spring drills, and soph- 
omore ends Monte Simmons and Kevin Hogan 
have the ability to instill confidence in a defense 
that played on its heels too often in ‘07. 

The veteran front seven includes nine upperclass- 
men on the post-spring two-deep. Linebacker Derek 
Burrell mightbeoneof themostunderrated defenders 
in the league despite making 112 tackles a year ago. 


SPECIAL TERMS 

Freshman Matt Rinehart might become the new 
punter unless incumbent Jake Kilroy improves by 
fall practice. Kilroy, who was faced with an ultima- 
tum of improving or grabbing some bench after last 
season, didn’t prove much in the spring, 

That highlights the uneasy feeling for a team 
that too often lost the field-position battle, and 
then couldn’t hold its ground on defense. 


OVERVIEW 

Expectations — worst-to-first expectations — 
are high. That’s new to the Golden Flashes, who 
have the talent to be in the thick of the MAC race. 
Most of the lingering defensive issues are trying to 
be answered by the personnel in place during the 
‘07 implosion. If the Flashes aren’t able to revert 
defensively to their 2006 form, they can’t expect 
to finish any better than middle of the pack ... 
although the offense will be fun to watch. 


2007 Rankings 
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‘Depth Chart 


Offense 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt. Cl 
QB Julian Ede(man* 6-0 198 Sr. 
Giorgio Morgan 6-4 200 _ So. 
RB Eugene Jarvis* 5-5 170 Jr. 
Andre Flowers 5-11 _ 200 So. 
HB Aaron Robinson 5-10 175 So, 
Leneric Muldrow* 528). 1728 So, 
WR Phil Garner* 5-11 182 Jr. 
Alan Vanderink 5-10 _185 So. 
WR Shawn Bayes 5-10 181 Sr, 
Mark Woodson 5-11 181 dr. 
TE Jameson Konz 6-3 222 Sr. 


Jonathan Simpson 6-5 225 So. 


ut Augustus Parrish* 6-5 SOStE mats 
Charles Laster 6-7 320 Fr. 
LG Michael Fay 6-4 265 Fr. 
Dante Campbell 6-0 280 or. 
Cc ‘Josh Perry* R 6-2 295 Sr. 
Chris Anzevino 6-2 308 Fr, 
RG Mike Roder 6-4 310 Or. 
Travis McGraw 6-5 305 Sr. 
RT Pat Reedy* 6-4 280 So. 
Michael Page 6-4 285 Fr, 
Defense 
Pos. Name Ht. wt. cl 
DE David Filippi 6-3 246 Sr. 
Darrius Carter* 6-5 245 ‘Sr. 
NT Sam Frist 6-4 269 Jr. 
Prishod Koonce 6-3 295 Sr. 
OT ~— Aaron Hull* 6-0 280 Jr. 
Ishmaa’ily Kitchen 6-3 316 Fr. 
DE Kevin Hogan* 6-3 223 Jr 
Monte Simmons 6-3 220 So. 
LB Cedrick Maxwell” 5-10 220 Sr 
Howard Bowens 6-0 215 So. 
LB Stevon Moss* 5-11 230 Sr. 
Cobrani Mixon 6-1 230 So. 
LB Derek Burrell* 6-2 240 Sr. 


Anthony Mirando 6-2 239 Jr. 


cB Kirk Belgrave 6-1 197 Jr. 
Danny Sadler 5-10 181 Jr. 
cB Rico Murray* 6-0 196 Sr. 
Sam Kirkland 6-1 188 __So 
SS Dan Hartman 6-2 200 So 
Brian Lainhart* 6-1 197 So. 
FS Will Johnson 6-0 200 =So 
Greg Keys 6-1 215 Or, 
Special Teams 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt. Cl 
K Nate Reed 5-8 178 Jr. 
iv dake Kilroy* 5-11 210 Jr. 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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| AT A GLANCE 


2007 


j 11-2 overall, 7-1 Big Ten (1st) 


COACH 


Jim Tressel — At OSU: 73-15, 7 years; 
overall: 208-72-2, 22 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
| 20; 9 offense, 9 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


QB Todd Boeckman, RB Chris Wells, 

WR Brian Robiskie, WR Brian Hartline, 

\ DE Lawrence Wilson, LB James Laurinaitis, 
i 


LB Marcus Freeman, CB Malcolm Jenkins 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


i The Buckeyes are absolutely loaded again 
this year, with several All-America candi- 
dates and the ability to go undefeated. 

} The defense should be better than the 

| unit that led the nation in yards and 
points allowed. The offense just needs 

| a new fullback and right tackle. RB Chris 
| Wells could make a mun at 2,000 yards. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Todd Boeckman was a turnover machine 
| late last season after previously doing 
' a fine job of managing the game. He 
j needs to get back to that — hand off to 
| Chris Wells and avoid the big mistake. 
_ The season will turn on that Sept. 13 
Ml 


= 


game at USC. 


f 
KEY LOSSES 


DE Vernon Gholston, RT Kirk Barton, 
LB Larry Grant 


OVERVIELW 


| This should be a better team than last 

i season, and the Buckeyes have a real 
chance of advancing to the BCS champi- 
onship game for a third consecutive year. 
Given how they've fared in the first two, 
they'll need to win at Southern California 
in September to convince voters they can 
beat a quality opponent outside of the 
Big Ten. 


Returning Stars Point Way to Another Title Game 


It has been Jim Tressel’s theory since ar- 
riving at Ohio State that projected first- 
round draft picks should leave early for 
the NFL. James Laurinaitis fit that de- 
scription. So did Malcolm Jenkins. 

Good thing not everyone listens to 
their coach. 

When the two defensive stars ignored 
Tressel’s advice, the Buckeyes’ future was 
teeming with possibilities once again. 
Ohio State, after losing the past two BCS 
championship games, has another galaxy 
of stars and should be in the hunt for a 
third straight year. 

The lure of winning a national cham- 
pionship isn't what brought Laurinaitis 
back, though. He simply is having too 
much fun. 

“You have to realize how hard that is 
just to get there,” Laurinaitis said. 

“So that (winning a national champion- 
ship) can’t be your motivation. Your moti- 
vation has to be for the right reasons — for 
education and wanting to experience these 
lifelong friendships. You're not going to ex- 
perience a team like this again.” 

The Buckeyes return nine starters on 
each side of the ball. The only junior who 
defected to the NFL was Vernon Ghol- 
ston, who set a school record last year with 
14 sacks. The rest of the team returns es- 
sentially intact. 

The nation might be growing tired of 
watching the Buckeyes lose to the SEC in 
championship games, but they are viable 
candidates to return in January — provid- 
ed they get one big win in September. 

Ohio State was sharply criticized last 


year for scheduling three non-BCS in- 
state opponents in the same year the Big 
Ten just happened to go soft. The critics 
can't make the same case this year because 
of a huge clash against Southern Califor- 
nia on Sept. 13 in Los Angeles. 

The Buckeyes need to beat the Trojans 
in order to convince voters they are legiti- 
mate. 

The vibes surrounding the program 
were far different this spring than they 
were following the loss to Florida in the 
2006 title game. The Buckeyes were hu- 
miliated by the Gators after entering as 
big favorites. Spring ball in 2007 was 
all about putting that bitter loss behind 
them. 

In contrast, the loss to LSU in last sea- 
son's championship game was rarely men- 
tioned this spring. 

“Te still hurts from time to time, but 
you accept it. It’s over with. That season's 
done with,” Laurinaitis said. “Now you 


have to focus on next season.” 


OFFENSE 

Chris “Beanie” Wells rushed for 1,609 
yards and 15 touchdowns last year while 
playing with a bad ankle and a broken 
hand. If he can stay healthy in OSU’s run- 
oriented offense this season, 2,000 yards 
and a Heisman certainly seem possible. 

It would help, of course, if Ohio State 
finds a fullback. 

The Buckeyes used a fullback-by-com- 
mittee last year and all three players are 
gone. Tressel used walk-ons and linebackers 


in the spring to try to find a lead blocker. 
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Chris “Beanie” Wells photo by David Stluka/Getty Images 


Photo by: Aaron Josefezyk/icon SMI 


James Laurinaitis 


Early candidates are linebacker Cur- 
tis Terry and walk-on Ryan Lukens. True 
freshman Jermil Martin, a natural fullback, 
arrives in August, but it remains to be seen 
how quickly he can pick up the offense. 

“T think (finding a fullback) is very ur- 
gent,” Tressel said. “Every time Beanie is 
not in the ‘T (formation), I'd be happy if 
I was a defensive coach. So I don’t want to 
make the defensive coaches happy.” 

The rest of the offense returns nearly 
intact. 

Todd Boeckman returns for his second 
season as the starting quarterback, but he 
must shake off his last year’s late-season 
struggles. Boeckman was intercepted six 
times and lost a fumble in the last three 
games, while throwing just two touch- 
down passes. 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 196.9 ypg rushing (4th in Big Ten/28th in NCAA), 196.8 ypg passing (9th/86th), 393.7 ypg total offense (9th/62nd), 31.4 ppg (4th/41st) 
QB Todd Boeckman* Sr. Two TDs and six INTs over last three games in ‘07. Terrelle Pryor, Fre 
RB Chris “Beanie” Wells* Jr. Over 1,600 yards last year; Heisman contender in ‘08.  M. Wells, Sr./B. Saine, So. 


FB _ Curtis Terry Sr.__ Finding lead blocker for Wells only question on offense. Ryan Lukens, Sr. 


WR _ Brian Robiskie* Sr. Team highs of 55 catches, 935 yards, 11 TDs last year. Taurian Washington, So. 

WR Brian Hartline* Jr_Averaged 11.4 yards last year on 20 punt returns. D. Sanzenbacher, So/R. Small, Jr. 
TE —_ Rory Nicol* Sr. Primarily a blocker; 32 catches in three years. Jake Ballard, Jr. 
LT Alex Boone* Sr.__ Remarkable athlete becomes four-year starter online, __ Jon Skinner, Sr. ; 

LG Steve Rehring* Sr. __ Natural tackle gives Bucks two 300-pounders on left. Kyle Mitchum, Sr. 

C Jim Cordle* Jr. Cast forced him to snap with left hand last year. Michael Brewster, Fr. 

RG Ben Person* Sr. Enters second year as starter. J.B, Shugarts, Fr. 

RT__ Bryant Browning So, Leading candidate to fill only opening on line, Mike Adams, Fr. 

*Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 82.8 ypg rushing (ist in Big Ten/3rd in NCAA), 150.2 ypg passing (1st/1st), 233.0 ypg total defense (1st/1st), 12.8 ppg (1st/1st) 


DE Lawrence Wilson Jp.___ Missed last season after breaking leg inthe opener. _ Thaddeus Gibson, So. 
DT Todd Denlinger* Jr. Benches 400, but recorded just one sack last year. Dexter Larimore, So. 
DT —_ Doug Worthington* Je___ Versatile enough to play tackle or end. Nader Abdallah, Sr. 
DE Cameron Heyward” So. __ Flourished last year; 10 of his 33 stops were for loss. Thaddeus Gibson, So. 
LB Marcus Freeman* Sr. Finished second on team with 109 tackles, 9.5 for loss. Ross Homan, So._ 

LB James Laurinaitis* Sr. Butkus Award winner led defense with 121 tackles. Austin Spitler, Jr. 


LB Curtis Terry Sr, Could play both ways; missed last year with injury. __T. Moeller, So/A. Sweat, Fr. | 
CB Donald Washington* Jr. Offseason trouble demoted him to third team in spring. Chimdi Chekwa, So. 
CB Malcolm Jenkins* Sr.__ Best hands on D; led team with four INTs last year. _ Eugene Clifford, Fr. | 
SS Kurt Coleman* Jr. __ Big hitter has good hands, deceptive speed. Jamario O'Neal, Sr. 


FS Anderson Russell* Je___ Hasn't been same player since tearing ACL in ‘06, Aaron Gant, So. i 
*Returning Starter 


Tressel conceded he would like to di- 


DEFENSE 


versify the offense and get back to some With all that went right last year defen- 


elements of the spread, which the Buck- sively, the coaches were unhappy with the 
eyes featured during Troy Smith’s years in 
2005 and ‘06. 


That’s where freshman phenom Terrelle 


pressure created by the line — more spe- 
cifically, the tackles. 


While Vernon Gholston was setting 


Pryor could find a role. a school record with 14 sacks, the four 


Even if the dual-threat star gets just 10 tackles who rotated consistently — Todd 


to 15 snaps a game, it could be enough Denlinger, Doug Worthington, Nader 


of a change-up to give defensive coordi- a} dallah and Dexter Larimore — com- 


nators fits. It would be a similar approach bined for just five. 


to how Florida deployed Tim Tebow as a “I wasn't happy at all with the inside 


freshman, when the Gators won the na- pressure,” coordinator Jim Heacock said. 


tional title. That quickly became the focus of the 


Three NFL prospects — tackle Alex spring, and it seems to be paying off. 
Denlinger, Worthington, Abdallah and 


Larimore combined for four sacks in the 


Boone, guard Steve Rehring and center 
Jim Cordle — anchor a typically excellent 
Ohio State line that should provide plenty spring game. 


of running lanes. “That's a vast improvement from last 
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BUCKEYES RECRUITING 2008 


Terrelle Pryor, QB 

The nation’s top player should be able to get onto the field this fall for 
the Bucks. He likely will be used a lot like Florida used Tim Tebow in 
his freshman season at Florida. 


Mike Adams, OL 

Adams’ Rivals.com ranking fluctuated quite a bit over the past year, 

| but in the end he proved to be what he always has been — the 
] nation's top offensive tackle prospect. Adams, a 6-7, 308-pounder, 

s should be the foundation for the Buckeyes’ line for years to come. 


7] DeVier Posey, WR 

1 An amazing route-runner with top-shelf speed, Posey is the type of 
} receiver that will add immediate depth and play-making ability in 
“64 Columbus. His intelligence should also help him find the field quickly. 
Be it's easy to see why he was ranked as one of the nation’s top 30 
prospects. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wi. Hometown School 


Mike Adams 0 ©OOCOC 67 308 Dublin, OH Coffman 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 1 offensive tackle. 


Michael Brewster OL OOOOC 6-6 305 Orlando, A Edgewater 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Florida...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 4 offensive tackle. 


Ben Buchanan K 600 5-10 191 Westerville, OH Westerville Central 
Rated as the No. 38 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 3 kicker. 


Nic DiLillo TE ooo 6-5 219 Madison, OH Madison 
Rated as the No. 29 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 28 tight end. 


ZachDomicone AHH OOO 6-3 215 Xenia, OH Beavercreek 
Rated as the No. 35 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 74 athlete. 


Garrett Goebel T oooo 6-5 264 Lombard, IL Montini 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Illinois...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 6 defensive tackle. 


Travis Howard ooo°o 6-0 172 Miami, FL Dr. Krop 
Rated as the No. 43 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 19 cornerback. 


Orhian Johnson «6s ATH OOOO 6-2 178 Gulfport, FL 
Rated as the No. 59 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 35 athlete. 


Jermil Martin ooo 6-1 230 Cleveland, OH Glenville Academic Campus 
Rated as the No. 46 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com. 


Willie Mobley DE OOOS 6-2 260 Eden Prairie, MIN Eden Prairie 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Minnesota...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 9 strongside defensive end. 


rivals.com 


Committments 
Average Stars 


666606 4 
66666 8 


THE SLEEPER 


Travis Howard, CB OOoG 0 
It's hard to pick a true sleeper in this} Total Stars 71 
class because it's full of four- and five- 


star prospects. But Buckeyes coaches (MUclUcUMit li (ate BIG TEN: 1 

absolutely love cornerback Travis 

Howard, and Ohio State has a tremen- 2009 NEEDS 

dous track record with kids from The quarterback and offensive line look to be 

Florida. set for quite some time. Adding an impact 
running back would be welcome and it looks 
like both corner and safety are going to be 
bigger priorities in the 2009 class than it was 
in the 2008 group. 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown School 


DeVier Posey WR GGGOO 6-2 190 Cincinnati, OH La Salle 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 3 wide receiver. 


Terrelle Pryor Q@ OGOCO 646 235 Jeannette, PA Jeannette 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Pennsylvania...Rated as the 
nation’s No. 1 dual-threat quarterback. 


Shawntel Rowell DT OOO 6-4 325 Cleveland, OH Glenville Academic Campus 
Rated as the No. 40 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 66 defensive tackle. 


Etienne Sabino iB Oooo 6-3 222 Miami, FL Dr. Krop 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Florida...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 1 inside linebacker. 


J.B. Shugarts “1b oooo 6-7 299 Klein, TX Klein 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 12 prospect in Florida...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 11 offensive tackle. 


Jake Stonebumer TE OOOO 6-6 223 Dublin, OH Coffman 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 3 tight end. 


Andrew Sweat Bb 6ooocoe 6-2 225 Washington , PA Trinity Senior 
Rated as the No. 14 prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 17 inside linebacker. 


Lamaar Thomas ATH GOOG 511 181 Fort Washington, MD 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Maryland. ..Rated as the nation’s 
No. 4 athlete. 


Keith Wells DE ooo 6-5 211 Gainesville, GA Gainesville 
Rated as the No. 24 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 15 weakside defensive end. 


Nathan Williams DE GOOG 6-5 245 Washington Court House, OH © Miami Trace 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 11 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 5 weakside defensive end. 
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No. NAME Pos. Crass Hr. 


NADER ABDALLAH 
ANDRE AMOS 

JAKE BALLARD 
DEVIN BARCLAY 
BEN BARTHOLOMEW 
JOE BAUSERMAN 
EVAN BLANKENSHIP 
TODD BOECKMAN 
ALEX BOONE 

MIKE BREWSTER 
BRYANT BROWNING 
CHIMDI CHEKWA 
K.C. CHRISTIAN 
EUGENE CLIFFORD 
KURT COLEMAN 


Hometown 


Metairie, LA 
Middletown 
Springboro 

Annapolis, MD 
Columbus 
Strasburg, VA 
Monaca, PA 
St. Henry 
Lakewood 
Orlando, FL 
Cleveland 
Clermont, FL 
Kitts Hill 
Cincinnati 


Clayton 


BUCKEYES SPRING ROSTER) 


Hometown 

Washington, PA 

Erie, PA 

TYLER MOELLER - Cincinnati 


ANDREW MOSES . Dublin 


RORY NICOL “5 Beaver, PA 


NATE OLIVER 1 Lakewood 


ARAM OLSON x Columbia, SC 


JAMARIO O'NEAL 2 Cleveland 


NICK PATTERSON 2 St. Louis, MO 


ROCCO PENTELLO Westerville 


BEN PERSON x Xenia 


AARON PETTREY x J Raceland, KY 


DAN POTOKAR 2 Grove City 


RYAN PRETORIUS K S- f Durban, South 


JIM CORDLE 
RICKY CRAWFORD 
BO DELANDE 
TODD DENLINGER 
DOUG EBNER 
DONNIE EVEGE 


Lancaster 
Lewis Center 
Hilliard 

Troy 

Hershey, PA 
Huber Heights 


STEVE REHRING z 34 West Chester 


MARCUS FREEMAN 
AARON GANT 


Huber Heights 
Orchard Lake 


JOE GANTZ 

TYSON GENTRY 
THADDEUS GIBSON 
BRYAN GRAY 
BRIAN HARTLINE 


Wooster 
Sandusky 
Euclid 
Antwerp 
North Canton 


CHRIS RIETSCHLIN 6-4 Crestline 


CHRIS ROARK 5-1 Kettering 


BRIAN ROBISKIE : Cleveland 


BRIAN ROLLE 5- i Immokalee, FL 


ROB ROSE “5 Cleveland 


KYLE RUHL ° Powell 


ANDERSON RUSSELL Atlanta, GA 


BRANDON SAINE - Piqua 


DANE SANZENBACHER §- Toledo 


RYAN SCHUCK 2 Selinsgrove, PA 


GRANT SCHWARTZ Z Dana Hills, CA 


ANTONIO HENTON 
DAN HERRON 
CAMERON HEYWARD 


Fort Valley, GA 
Warren 


Suwanee, GA 


JERMALE HINES 
ROSS HOMAN 


Cleveland 


Coldwater 


PATRICK HOWE 
GARRETT HUMMEL 


Cincinnati 


Shelby 


TOM INGHAM 
TONY JACKSON 


Centerville 


Columbus 


MALCOLM JENKINS 
MARK JOHNSON 


Piscataway, NJ 
Los Angeles, CA 


JAMES SCOTT 5- Daytona Beach, FL 


J.B. SHUGARTS ‘ Klein, Texas 


SCOTT SIKA x Strongsville 


JON SKINNER ! Mt, Carmel, PA 


ZACH SLAGLE Canton 


RAY SMALL 5 Cleveland 


BRANDON SMITH 2 Euclid 


CONNOR SMITH 6. 321 Cincinnati 


SPENCER SMITH < Cincinnati 


AUSTIN SPITLER Z 2 Bellbrook 


CURTIS TERRY - 2 Cleveland 


JON THOMA a Louisville 


BEN KACSANDI 
JOSH KERR 

SHAUN LANE 
DEXTER LARIMORE 
J.D. LARSON 

JAMES LAURINAITIS 


Wooster 
Strongsville 
Hubbard 
Merrillville, IN 
Ventura, CA 


Hamel, MN 


RYAN LUKENS 
CHRIS MALONE 
MIKE MATTIMOE 
JAKE MCQUAIDE 


Lebanon 
Gahanna 
Atlanta, GA 


Cincinnati 


SOLOMON THOMAS 6- West Chester 


DEVON TORRENCE 2 193 Canton 


A.J. TRAPASSO z Pickerington 


DONALD WASHINGTON 2 1 Indianapolis, IN 


TAURIAN WASHINGTON -2 Orchard Lake, MI 


CHRIS WELLS 2 Akron 


MAURICE WELLS - Jacksonville, FL 
MARCUS WILLIAMS 2 Ironton 


LAWRENCE WILSON - Akron 


DOUG WORTHINGTON ~ Athol Springs, NY 


Results 


_ NOTEBOOK _) 


urtis Terry, before agreeing to try his hand at 

fullback this spring, received assurances from 
the coaching staff that he is still considered a 
linebacker. It’s just that his job description has 
now expanded. 

With so much depth at linebacker and so little 
at fullback, the position change seemed fairly 
obvious. Terry spent the last two weeks of spring 
practice at fullback, the one position on the 
team where a starter isn’t obvious. 

The coaches spent spring ball rotating walk- 
ons and linebackers in an effort to find a new 
lead blocker for Chris Wells. Terry seemed to be 
the most natural, and he even threw a terrific 
block on freshman linebacker Etienne Sabino in 
the spring game, springing freshman tailback 
Dan Herron for an easy 1-yard touchdown run. 

“I still feel like I’m a defensive player,” Terry 
said, “but we need a fullback.” 

Terry just might be the best fit. 

¢ Although he couldn’t get hit, Chris Wells 
made sure to take part in the rest of spring drills 
while recovering from offseason surgery to repair 
a broken bone in his hand. 

He was forced to miss the bulk of spring and 
summer camp in 2007 while recovering from an 
ankle injury, and blames a lack of reps for his 
slow start to last season, when he gained just 46 
yards in the opener against Youngstown State. 
He didn’t look like himself until the third game 
of the season at Washington. 

“I know for a fact that’s true,” Wells said. 

“T missed the whole spring, then turned 
around and only practiced one week in (fall) 
camp. ... The most important thing for a running 
back is to get out there and get a feel for things. 
That's something I didn’t get to do last year.” 

¢ The Ohio State-Michigan rivalry just got a 
little hotter. After top recruit Terrelle Pryor chose 
the Buckeyes over the Wolverines, offensive line- 
man Justin Boren transferred from Michigan back 
to his home-state school, citing an erosion of fam- 
ily values since Rich Rodriguez came on board. 

He is believed to be the first player since 
World War II to play for both schools in the 
rivalry. Boren will have two years of eligibility 
remaining, beginning in 2009. 


(11-2, 7-1) 


Pw YOUNGSTOWN STE 30-6 J 
Care 
— 
Co aa 


Ww WISCONSIN 38-17 


@¢ at ILLINOIS 21-28 


5 tM 14-3 


BCS National Championship 


vs. LSU 24-38 
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Malcolm Jenkins , | 


Wie caine i 


year,” Denlinger said. “We really have un- 
limited potential inside.” 

It would seem to be a daunting task 
to replace Gholston, the school record 
holder for single-season sacks. But the 
Buckeyes have Lawrence Wilson, who 
was expected to produce Gholston-like 


numbers last year before he suffered 


a broken leg in the opener and missed 


the rest of the season. 


ne BES Tee oe & | 
“BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


RB Chris “Beanie” Wells 
Rushed for 1,609 yards and 
/ 15 touchdowns last season as a 
| sophomore despite never being 
» healthy, battling a broken hand | | 
) and a nagging ankle injury all | 
) season. ... Wells rushed for | 
more than 200 yards in a game 
) twice last year, ... Averaged 7.3 
yards per carry in the national | 
championship game against 
) LSU, finishing with 146 yards : 
| on 20 carries and a touchdown. ... Has committed to — 
| staying four years and making a run at the school’s 
all-time rushing record, held by Archie Griffin 
(5,589). Wells would have to average 1,702 yards over — 
_ the next two years to equal Griffin's mark. 4 


EMERGING STAR 


DE Lawrence Wilson 

» On a roster full of estab- 
| lished . stars, Wilson is 
‘ expected to replace star 
_ Vernon Gholston. ... Much 
was expected of Wilson when 
he came to Ohio State, but 
| he was passed on the depth 
chart by Gholston, then 
| broke his leg last season in 
the opener and took a medi- 
cal redshirt. There was a 
_ chance he could have played in the BCS champi- 
onship game, but he elected to save the year of 
| eligibility and return healthy in 2008. 


Wilson, a junior, was compared to for- 
mer OSU great Will Smith when he first 


arrived on campus. He has yet to reach 


those lofty expectations, but he might 


now that he is healthy. 


“I thought he was set up to have a re- 


ally good year last year,” Heacock said. 


“| thought he was going to be a real cor- 


nerstone to the defense.” 


The rest of the defense is rock solid. 


James Laurinaitis and Marcus Freeman 
form one of the best linebacker combos in 
the country. The secondary, led by Mal- 


colm Jenkins, returns intact. 


Ohio State, which led the nation in 
yards allowed per game (233.0) and points 
allowed per game (12.8) last season, could 
improve on those numbers. Overall tasks 
for the defense: Create more pressure up 
front and increase its takeaways from last 
year (19). 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Blocked kicks last year haunted an 


Ohio State team that historically is among 


the best in the nation. 


"TOP NEWCOMER 


Kicker Ryan Pretorius missed five field OB Tervelle Pryor 
His recruitment became an 
ongoing saga. He delayed 
the decision six weeks after 
signing day, but it was 
worth the wait for Ohio 
State. The phenom, who has 
already drawn comparisons 
to former Texas great Vince 
Young, chose the Buckeyes 
over Michigan. ... Pryor is 
the first player in 
Pennsylvania high school history to rush and 
throw for more than 4,000 yards in a career. ... 
He is expected to contribute 10 to 15 snaps per 
game, primarily out of a spread set. 


goal attempts, including four blocks. 
One of those was a momentum-swinging 
block in the national championship game 
loss to LSU. Pretorius spent the offseason 
working on getting more loft. 


The Buckeyes must also improve on 


kickoff returns after ranking last in the 
Big Ten and 117th in the nation, averag- 
ing 17.7 yards per return. 


Qhio State's Winning Trend 1998-2007 
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Player Profile 


Todd Boeckman 


Quiet Rock Between 
Two Rock Stars 


It wasn't that long ago when Todd 
Boeckman was answering questions about 
replacing a legend. Now he’s caught an- 
swering questions about a phenom. 

Perhaps it’s because of his quiet, soft- 
spoken nature, but Boeckman continues to 
be overlooked in Ohio State's offense. 

Ten games into last season, he had num- 
bers comparable to those of 2006 Heisman 
Trophy-winner Troy Smith, yet Boeckman 
was never mentioned as being an elite 
quarterback. He’s still in the unenvi- 
able position of following Smith, but he’s 


also in the perhaps unpopular position of 
blocking the path of Terrelle Pryor. 

OSU fans have already anointed Pryor 
as a future Heisman winner and national 
champion. The fact remains that Boeck- 
man is firmly entrenched as the starting 
quarterback this season. Barring injury, 
that’s not likely to change. 

“Todd's our quarterback,” tight end Rory 
Nicol said. “Anyone who says (Pryor) is go- 
ing to come in and run our offense, they're 
out of their minds. No freshman can do 
that. Not here.” 

Boeckman threw at least two touch- 
down passes in each of his first 10 games 
last season. By the time Illinois came to 
town in November, Boeckman had thrown 
23 touchdown passes, only eight intercep- 
tions, and was entering the conversation 
as one of the top junior quarterbacks in 
the country. 

That's where the fun ended. 

Beginning with the home loss to the 
Illini, Boeckman turned the ball over seven 
times (six interceptions, one fumble) and 
threw just two touchdown passes over Ohio 
State’s final three games. Despite finish- 
ing with 25 touchdown passes, Boeckman 
graded himself as a B or aC. 

“We didn’t win it all and there are a lot 
of mistakes I can definitely correct,” he 
said. “I want to become a complete player 
like Troy (Smith) was a couple years ago.” 

Boeckman will turn 24 before the start 
of the season and is six years removed from 
high school. Pryor was in seventh grade 
when Boeckman was graduating from 
St. Henry High School in 2003. 

Boeckman agrees with Nicol’s assess- 
ment of Pryor. 

“He’s a great athlete from what I've 
heard. I’m excited to see what he can do,” 
Boeckman said, before adding, “With all 
that hype, it’s going to be tough to back 
that up.” 


Ray Small was the primary return man, 
but he spent most of the offseason in Tres- 
sel’s doghouse for undisclosed off-field 
problems. He could be bumped this year 
by backup tailback Maurice Wells, who 
averaged 20 yards per return on just four 


chances last year. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Ohio State needs to win at USC in Sep- 
tember to silence critics tired of watching 
the Buckeyes beat up on a weakened Big 
Ten, only to get hammered by the SEC in 
title games. 

The Buckeyes actually have a difficult 
road in what should be an improved 
conference. Ohio State must travel to 
Wisconsin for an Oct. 4 night game in 
a stadium that has rarely been kind to 
them, then travel to Michigan State and 
former OSU assistant Mark Dantonio 
two weeks later. 

They get another brutal road game Nov. 
15 at Illinois — the only team to beat Ohio 
State during the 2007 regular season. 

Bottom line: If the Buckeyes advance 
to the BCS championship game, they will 
certainly have earned it. 

Jason Lloyd 


SCHEDULE 


Aug. 30 YOUNGSTOWN STATE 
Sept. 6 OHIO 
Sept. 13 at USC 
Sept. 20 TROY 
Sept. 27 MINNESOTA — 
“Oct.4 ~—at Wisconsin — 
Oct.112=—=——=<«*‘«é‘é URE 
Oct. 18 at Michigan State — 


La Ce Une an MN AES Kee RAEN Renee nes 
Oct. 25 PENN STATE — 


Nov. 8 at Northwestern 


Fg I Se RT ENT A IEA 
Nov. 15_ at Illinois 


Cus. Rea, ee aa ae Pn 
Nov. 22 MICHIGAN 


I6Y Linoy's Sports ANNUALS 


wuww.LINDYSsPoRTS.com 2008 


By Jeff Reynolds 


‘Redhawks In A Box 


u67 0h 


COACH: Shane Montgomery — At Miami and overall: 
15-21, 3 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATORS: Matt Hohman (running 
game), Brian Von Bergen (passing game) 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jay Hood 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2003 

LAST BOWL: 2004, Independence 

RETURNING STARTERS: 19; 8 offense, 9 defense, 
kicker, punter 

PLAYERS 10 WATCH: LB Clayton Mullins, LB Joey 
Hudson, LB Caleb Bostic, DE Joe Coniglio, SS Robbie 
Wilson, FS Jordan Gafford, 0G Dave DiFranco, P Jake 
Richardson 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: The defense held four of seven 
MAC teams last season to 14 points or less, and there 
isn’t expected to be a drop-off in that unit this sea- 
son, especially with Clayton Mullins leading the way. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: The offensive line has been 

a wreck for two years, Losing left tackle Charlie Norden 
and three-year starter Steve Meister could lead to ongo- 
ing issues in pass protection and ineptitude in the run- 
ning game. Three senior running backs moved on and 
the team isn’t sure what it has in Daniel Raudabaugh, 
until he has time to set and scan from the pocket. 


OFFENSE 

Miami tied for first place in the MAC East 
Division in 2007 and had a bow! game within its 
grasp after a 7-0 win over Akron on Novy. 14. 

But the RedHawks skidded across the finish 
line, losing at Ohio to end the regular season and 
getting smoked, 35-10, by Central Michigan in 
the MAC Championship Game. 

What's next? Defense carried Miami much of 
the 2007 season, in large part because the ground 
game was nonexistent. 

The RedHawks used four different starting run- 
ning backs and no player gained more than 483 
yards or scored more than four touchdowns. Thomas 
Merriweather is the top returning runner, and he had 
143 yards and four touchdowns in spot duty. 

Andre Bratton, a solid receiver, missed spring 
drills recovering from a knee injury. That opened 
the door for Dan Green, a true freshman from 
Oak Park, Ill, with superstar potential. 

Green might be the gem of a freshman class 
packed with playmakers. But will the infusion of 
youth spark the offense in 2008? 

Quarterback Daniel Raudabaugh averaged 221 
yards passing per game last season, but the offense 
was hit-or-miss, and Raudabaugh threw 12 inter- 
ceptions and 12 touchdowns passes. Freshman 
Clay Belton has the big arm to run Miami’s 
offense and will take a lot of practice reps to be 
prepped for playing time in September. 


2008 Schedule 


2-3 (1-1S 


2007 Results 


Miarni ( (Ohioj 


DEFENSE 

A stout defense camouflaged a mistake-prone 
offense last season and, with nine starters and MAC 
Defensive Player of the Year Clayton Mullins back 
in the fold, Miami enters the season needing more 
of the same. 

Mullins and fellow linebackers Joey Hudson 
and Caleb Bostic are the best corps in the confer- 
ence and finished as the team’s top three tacklers 
— all three had at least 99 — last season. The 
RedHawks get after the quarterback and Miami's 
front seven, the biggest reason it led the MAC in 
several defensive categories last season, lost only 
Craig Mester up front. 

Top lineman Joe Coniglio has natural pass-rush 
skills and is a breakout candidate, while nose guards 
Martin Channels and Alex Stewart both wreaked 
havoc in the backfield splitting the snaps in 2007. 
Stewart and Sean Redwine, spot starters last season, 
are battling to start alongside Channels, 

Senior safety Robbie Wilson leads a veteran 
secondary. He had 75 tackles last season and free 
safety Jordan Gafford, one of three junior starters 
in the defensive backfield, had 89 stops. He'll be 
a darkhorse All-MAC candidate entering 2008. 

Cornerback Wendell Brunson made three starts 
last season, but he’s the newcomer to the group. 
Brunson has potential as a No. 1-type cover guy. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The RedHawks are coming off a season defined 
by winning close games. Doing it again will mean 
more spectacular play from the special teams. 

Nathan Parseghian excelled late last season 
and has a leg up on Trevor Cook. Punter Jake 
Richardson is on the Ray Guy watch list and his 
45-yard average last season was sixth in the nation. 

The return game has some sizzle with Eugene 
Harris (9.3 yards per) returning punts and Jamal 
Rogers bringing back kickoffs. 


OVERVIEW 

Miami has a very good defense — does it need 
to be perfect for the RedHawks to repeat in the 
MAC East? They split the league title last season, 
but they’re in line for a free fall unless the offense 
starts to carry more weight. Much depends on the 
O-line, but solidifying the quarterback and running 


back spots is critical, too. 


2007 Rankings 


"Aug. 28 VANDERBILT (6-7, 53) Scie Spe oak” aie 
"Sept. 6 at Michigan ee at Ball State 14413 Scoring 19.2 108 
Sept. 19. CHARLESTON SOUTHERN. | pei aialOnres na COT) Se |b Rushing 130.7 85 
, Tana RG L CINCINNATI 10-47 Passing 236.2 52 
Sept. 20 at Cincinnati ' Lat Colorado 0-42 Total 366.9 8 
Oct, 4 TEMPLE W_ SYRACUSE 17-14 
Oct. 11 at Northern Illinois = W at Kent State 20-13 PERGAME RANK 
Oct, 18 at Bowling Green “ See GREEN aoe Scoring 25.6 48 
Dc 4 at Temple 5 Rushing 168.5 76 
5 : py | Lat Vanderbilt 13-24 | Passing 206.3 25 
vA at burial’ |W BUFFALO 31-28 | Total 375.4 54 
Nov. 11 BALL STATE —W_ AKRON 7-0 
Nov. 21 at Toledo Lat Ohio 29-38 TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
} Nov, 28 OHIO L_ vsCentral Michigan 10-35 -3 - 0,23 76 


DANIEL RAUDABAUGH 


Pos. Name 
QB CODaniel Raudabaugh* 6-4 2170 Or. 
Clay Belton 6-5 236. Fr. 
1B Thomas Merriweather 5-10 203 So. 
Jamel Miller 5-11 _ 207 So. 
WR Chris Givens 6-2 207 So 
Donovan Potter 6-2 198 _So 
WR Eugene Harris* 5-10 180 So. 
Jamal Rogers 5-11 158 So. 
WR Dustin Woods* 5-11 187 Jr 
Armand Robinson* 6-1 198 _So. 
TE Tom Crabtree* 6-5 244 Sr. 
Jake O'Connell 6-4 255 Sr. 
iT Steve Sutter* 6-6 286 Sr. 
Nate Williams 6-5 __303___ So 
LG Dave DiFranco* 6-4 305 Sr. 
Kevin Koncelik 6-3 285 Fr. 
C —- Josh Satterthwait* 6-4 306 Sr. 
Brandon Brooks 6-5 335 Fr, 
RG Bob Gulley 6-4 288 = So, 
Brandon Brooks 6-5 335 Fr, 
RT Zachary Marshall 6-7 289 or. 
Nate Williams 6-5 303 = So. 
Pos. Name Ht. wt. Cl 
DE Travis Craven* 6-4 270 Jr. 
Jordan Stevens 6-4 265 So, 
uT Sean Redwine 6-4 275 So. 
Alex Stewart* 6-0 264 _ So. 
NT Martin Channels 6-0 333 or 
Mark Paun 6-3 272 af. 
DE Joe Coniglio* 6-2 259 Sr. 
Morris Council -2 253 So. 
LB Caleb Bostic* 6-3 225 Jr 
Ryan Kennedy 6-1 222, ‘So, 
LB Joey Hudson* 6-2 232 Sr. 
Chris Shula 5-11 228 Sr. 
LB Clayton Mullins* 6-2 241 Sr 
David Davis 6-1 225 So. 
cB Wendell Brunson 5-11 188 Jr 


Brandon Stephens 5-10 _197 So. 


cB Jeff Thompson* 5-10 193 dr, 
Bryan Roland 5-10 191 Sr. 
ss Robbie Wilson* 6-0 204 Sr. 
DeAndre Gilmore 6-1 220 So. 
FS Jordan Gafford* 6-0 205 Jr 
Ben Bennett 5-11 188 So. 
Special Teams 
Pos. Name Ht. Wert 
K Nathan Parseghian* 6-2 199 Sr. 
P Jake Richardson* 6-1 208 Sr. 


* Returning Starters in 


Bold 
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NITTANY LIONS 


AT A GLANCE 


9-4 overall; 4-4 Big Ten (T-5th) 


+372-125-3, 42 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
16; 7 offense, 7 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


RB Evan Royster, WR Deon Butler, 
WR Derrick Williams, C A.Q. Shipley, 
DE Maurice Evans, DE Josh Gaines, 
LB Tyrell Sales, $ Anthony Scirrotto 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 
_ Penn State has many weapons on offense, 
led by. Evan Royster and Deon Butler, and 
five returning starters on the line. 
“Maurice Evans is an exceptional pass rush- 
er who leads a deep front four. Anthony 
Scirrotto anchors an experienced second- 
ary. The Lions also have two solid kickers. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


Daryll Clark and Pat Devlin, who probably 
will split time at quarterback, have little 
game experience. The defense will miss 
linebackers Dan Connor and Sean Lee 
(torn ACL), the two leading tacklers in the 
Big Ten last season. 


‘LB Dan Connor, LB Sean Lee, CB Justin 
King, QB Anthony Morelli, TB Rodney 
Kinlaw 


The Lions are strong where it counts — 
on the lines. If the quarterbacks learn 
quickly and the offense can be more pro- 

_ ductive, expect Penn State to at least 
equal its 9-4 record of the past two sea- 
sons and return to a January bowl. 
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‘Joe Paterno — At Penn State and overall: 


PENN. See 


2s NITTANY. 


For more coverage of the Nittany Tee visit www. pennstate. rivals. com 
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LIONS 


Focus on the Field: Lions Led By Strength On Lines 


istractions hovered around Penn 
State football in the offseason like 
pesky mosquitoes. 

Joe Paterno, the Nittany Lions’ 81-year- 
old Hall of Fame coach, is in the final year 
of his contract, and discussions with ad- 
ministrators in the spring aimed at devis- 
ing an exit strategy reportedly did not go 
smoothly. 

Five players were suspended from team 
or school activities in the spring because 
of various transgressions. A sixth plead- 
ed guilty to a misdemeanor charge, and 
a seventh was thrown off the team after 
threatening a teammate with a knife in 
a campus dining hall. 

It’s no wonder that Paterno kept trying 
to shift the conversation to football. 

“All that stuff has been a pain in the rear 
end, to be frank,” he said. “I just get tired 
of that baloney. It’s got nothing to do with 
this football team. We've got a good squad 
that’s been fun to be around.” 

How good? 

Paterno has said the 2008 Nittany Li- 
ons “can be in the thick of things for the 
national championship.” 

Penn State returns 16 starters, plus two 
others who were expected to be reinstated 
to the team in the summer. With Daryll 
Clark and Pat Devlin more mobile at 
quarterback than the departed Anthony 
Morelli, the Lions expect to spread the 
field more and run the option more. 

Clark is built like Michael Robinson, 
the 2005 Big Ten MVP who led Penn 
State to a share of the conference title. 
Devlin, who originally committed to 


Miami (Fla.), set the Pennsylvania high 
school record with 8,162 career passing 
yards. 

The Lions return all five starters on the 
offensive line, led by center A.Q. Shipley, 
and three senior wide receivers, led by 
Deon Butler. 

“T think we have some great wideouts,” 
Paterno said. “I think we have the po- 
tential to have a couple great tight ends. 
We have some good, young tailbacks. 
We have the ability to have a very diverse 
offensive team.” 

Penn State will be a deep team on de- 
fense. The Lions can rotate as many as 
eight players on the line, led by All-Big 
Ten end Maurice Evans, and as many as 
six at linebacker. They suffered a serious 
blow in the spring, though, when line- 
backer Sean Lee, the second-leading tack- 
ler in the Big Ten last season, blew out his 
knee. He'll miss the season. 

Anthony Scirrotto, an All-Big Ten first- 
team pick two years ago at safety, anchors 
a veteran secondary that includes four 
others who have started games. 

“This is our team,” senior cornerback 
Lydell Sargeant said. “We can do a lot of 
big things. We're starting to realize the po- 
tential we have. Everybody’s excited and 


looking forward to see what happens.” 


OFFENSE 


Penn State's biggest question on offense 
going into the fall is at quarterback, where 
senior Daryll Clark and sophomore Pat 
Devlin might alternate. 


As Anthony Morelli’s primary backup 
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Derrick Williams 


the past two years, Clark completed 56 
percent of his passes and ran for four 
touchdowns, including a game-tying 
11-yard run in the Alamo Bowl win over 
Texas A&M. 

Devlin, who has a powerful arm and 
pocket presence, backed out of his Miami 
commitment when the Hurricanes fired 
several assistant coaches after the 2005 
season. He then turned to Penn State. 

“We could play two quarterbacks. 
We've played two,” Paterno said. 

With that he pointed to his head. 

“[ve been through it all and there 
might come a time when something up 
here says, “Wise up and play two quarter- 
backs.” 

Either way, Paterno has a veteran line 


and several weapons on offense. 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 193.8 ypg rushing (5th in Big Ten/29th in NCAA), 206.3 passing (8th/75th), 400.1 total offense (7th/S5th), 30.3 ppg (5th/45th) 


POS STARTER 
QB Daryll Clark 


YR. COMMENT 


Sr. Expect the quarterbacks to alternate. 


BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Pat Devlin, So. 


TB Evan Royster So. Rushed for 513 yards last season. Stephfon Green, Fr. 
WR Deon Butler* Sr.___ No.2 in career receptions at PSU. Brett Brackett, So. 
WR Derrick Williams* Sr. Had 1,121 all-purpose yards in ’07. James McDonald, Jr. 
WR Jordan Norwood Sr. Asure-handed and underrated wide receiver. Graham Zug, So. 

TE Mickey Shuler Jr. Standout Andrew Quarless suspended in spring. Andrew Szczerba, Fr. 
LT Gerald Cadogan* Sr. Was an academic All-American in ’07. Nerraw McCormack, Sr. 
LG Rich Ohrnberger* Sr. Made strides in second year as a starter. Johnnie Troutman, Fr. 
C _A.Q. Shipley* Sr. __ All-Big Ten first-teamer last year. Mike Lucian, Sr.* 

RG _ Stefen Wisniewski So. Started one game as a true freshman. Josh Marks, Fr. 

RT Dennis Landolt* Jr___ Has added 15 pounds since last year. Lou Eliades, So. 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 93.8 ypg rushing (2nd in Big Ten/7th NCAA), 214.5 passing (8rd/39th), 308.2 total defense (2nd/11th), 17.5 ppg (2ncd/7th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
LE Maurice Evans* J Dominant, and still improving coming off edge. Eric Latimore, Fr. 


LT Jared Odrick* Jt Was an impact player before ankle injury. Abe Koroma, So. 
RT __ Ollie Ogbu So. _ Excellent run-stuffer; started four games. Tom McEowen, So. 
RE Josh Gaines” Sr. Vocal, effective team leader with experience. Aaron Maybin, So. 
LB Tyrell Sales* Sr__ Penn State's most experienced linebacker. Nate Stupar, Fr. 

LB Josh Hull J Awalk-on who is very physical, Chris Colasanti, So. 
LB Bani Ghadyu So. __ Probably is the Lions’ fastest linebacker. Andrew Dailey, Fr. 
CB Tony Davis* St. Back at corner for third year as starter. Drew Astorino, Fr. 
CB _Lydell Sargeant* Sr__Third-leading tackler last year with 70. A.J, Wallace, Jr. 
SS. Mark Rubin Sr. __Ex-receiver has great instincts at safety. Michael Mauti, Fr. 


FS __Anthony Scirrotto” Sr.___Led Lions in interceptions again; 10.for career. Chaz Powell, Fr. 


“Returning Starter 


Center A.Q. Shipley and left guard 
Rich Ohrnberger are in their third seasons 
as starters. Deon Butler and fellow seniors 
Derrick Williams and Jordan Norwood 
rank among the top six in career recep- 
tions in school history. 

Evan Royster, a tall, lean back, rushed 
for more than 500 yards as a freshman last 
year and will be complemented by speedy 
redshirt freshman Stephfon Green, who 
broke off a 57-yard scoring run during 
the spring's Blue-White Game against the 
first-string defense. 

Green, who has been timed at 4.25 sec- 
onds for 40 yards, brings the potential for 
fireworks to the offense. 

Expect Penn State’s offense to resem- 
ble the Michael Robinson-led group 
in 2005, which scored more than 34 


points a game. 


DEFENSE 


The Lions suffered a huge loss on de- 
fense near the end of spring practice when 
Sean Lee suffered a torn ACL in his right 
knee that will sideline him for the 2008 
season. Lee is built in the same mold as 
former Penn State All-Americans Dan 
Connor and Paul Posluszny. 

“Sean Lee’s one of the best football 
players in the country, and that’s a big 
loss to us,” Paterno said. “It’s not just 
the physical loss. He’s everything you 
want in a football player. He has poise. 
He comes to practice and works like 
a dog every day.” 

The Lions were planning to move Lee 
to the middle for his senior year, like they 
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NITTANY LIONS RECRUITING 2008 


Brandon Beachum, LB 

Two-way star Brandon Beachum led his team to the Ohio state cham- 
pionship game this past season. While Rivals.com projects him to 
play defense, he could also be a star at running back on the next 
level. 


w) Mike Mauti, LB 
| Mauti blew up at the U.S. Army All-America Bowl, where he showed 
| he's one of the top players in the state of Louisiana and worthy of a 
7 four-star ranking. He fits the mold perfectly of what PSU wants from 
its linebackers. 


Mike Zordich, LB 

Playing on the same team as Beachum, he often got overlooked, but 

there are many that believe that Zordich (6-1, 220) will be the better 
eee linebacker in college. He’s got amazing natural instincts and should 


m ls catch on to the college game quickly. 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown 


Brandon Beachum LB OOOO 5-11 216 Youngstown, OH Cardinal Mooney 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation’s No. 4 
inside linebacker. 


School 


Jack Crawtord DE O00 6-6 255 Richland, NJ SL Augustine 
Rated as the No. 17 prospect in New Jersey by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 26 strongside defensive end. 


Mike Farrell 


oo 6-5 285  Pitisburgh, PA 
Chose Penn State over Miami (Ohio). 


Shady Side Academy 


D'Anton Lynn B OOO 61 177 Celina, 1X Celina 
ia as the No. 51 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No, 29 
safety. 


Pete Massaro DE oO°0 6-4 240 Newtown Square, PA Marple Newtown 
Rated as the No. 32 prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 
45 strongside defensive end. 


Michael Mautl BB OoOooOo 6-2 215 Mandeville 
Rated as the No. 8 prospect in Louisiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 16 
inside linebacker. 


Deon'tae Pannell OL OOO 6-5 300 Birmingham, MI Groves 
Rated as the No. 15 prospect in Michigan by Rivals.com. ..Rated as the nation’s No. 57 
Offensive tackle. 


6-4 175 Reston, VA 


Ad, Price WR OO South Lakes 
Had 32 catches for 816 yards and 11 touchdowns his senior season. 


Matt Stankiewitch OL OOO 6-4 295 Schuylkill Haven, PA lue Mountain 
Hers as the No. 18 prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
o. 6 center. 


OE Brandywine 


dames Teny TT oo 63 310 
Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Delaware by Rivals.com. 
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rivals.com 


Committments 
Average Stars 


66606 
OOO6G 


THE SLEEPER 


A.J. Price, WR 

Reston (Va.) South Lakes receiver A.J. 
Price is a tall, lanky receiver. If he fills 
out, he has a shot at being a major 
Steal for the Nittany Lions. 


6660066 ; 
Total Stars 42 
National Rank: 43 BIG TEN: 6 


2009 NEEDS 


Even though PSU signed a quarterback in 
the 2008 class, an impact 2009 signal-caller 
is needed. Also more depth at defensive 
back would be welcome, especially at cor- 
nerback. A kicker of the future must also be 
lined up. 


Pos. Stars 


Brandon Ware T oo 
Recorded 35 tackles his senior season. 


Ht. Wt. Hometown 
6-4 358 Harrisburg, PA 


School 


Mark Weddertum TE OOO 6-6 235 Springtield, PA Cardinal O'Hara 
tiated ¢6 ihe Mee 15 prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
lo. 17 tight end. 


Mike Yancich Bb ooOo°o 6-1 216 Washington , PA Senior 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Pennsylvania...Rated as the 
nation’s No. 17 outside linebacker. 


Mike B OCOOo Fl Youngstown, OH Cardinal Mooney 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 9 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 7 inside linebacker. 
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NITTANY LIONS SPRING ROSTER )—n = NOTEBOOK 


Pos. Cass Hr. METOW No. NAME s. Class Hr. Wr. tephfon Green waited a while to make his 
38 TYLERAHRENHOLD = WR 6- : Blue Bell 66 JOSH MARKS Pay = Catawissa Penn State debut. When that day came, he 
351 JESSE ALFREWO ara 9 ee Sane a oe Theape! EL delivered an impressive performance in the Blue- 
ey Saran kata E Le Sr Tae tg are oes ae before a record crowd of 73,000 at 
ST eaver Stadium. 
0 ce ee On his first carry, Green burst off left tackle for 
25_— BRANDON BEACHUM 8 __ 6-0_— 212. Pr_—_p"” Youngstown, 0 AARON MAYBIN : Elicott City, MD a 57-yard touchdown against the first-team 
41 JEREMY BOONE : ar Mechanicsburg NERRAW MCCORMACK 5 292 Bronx, NY defense and finished as the leading rusher in the 
BRETT BRACKELT — WR> Et Lawrenceville, K SHELTON MCCULLOUGH 0 4 Randallstown, MD ge ee re hss ors , 
49° RYAN BREEN ; ‘ Sad: <r “I pouted last year when they (Penn State 
ER : ee : : = : os = coaches) told me they were going to redshirt me,” 
eo he said. “Every game I cried. I wanted to be out 
a , : he a GREG MISKINIS 6S Lewistown there. I felt I could help my team to a champion- 
32_BRENTCARTER TB 622i So Pottstown DEREK MOYE m 65 196 Lee ship, but they had experience in front of me.” 
PAUL CLANCIOLO 6- Sr Charleston, SC Senie ain Se Srath Colle Green, a 5-10, 189-pound redshirt freshman 
ES er ee eee a 
; : 0 6-1, 212- Vv , OX 
a er aT ts ouosov_ot_¢i_w_» _sutmiinut | the starting tailback, and 6-2, 211-pound Brent 
= RICH OHRNBERGER G_——6-2__291 East Meadow, NY Carter, who gave the Lions a lift in the fourth 
2 KEVIN COUSINS ___WR_ 63205 dr” __ Richmond. vA 2 CHIMAEZE OKOLI re. in Vitginia Beach, VA quarter of a loss to Michigan State last season. 
ANDREW DAILEY : t Massillon, OH anes is ¥ ary * One year after being charged for his role in 
TONY DAVIS 2 Warren, OH — SS eee an off-campus fight, safety Anthony Scirrotto 
ors = OR was named one of Penn State’s team captains for 
CHAZ POWELL : New Freedom the 2008 season. 
JON DITTO . . 
EVAN ROYSTER . Fairfax, VA Three other seniors also were chosen — wide 
US apes ee seen receiver Derrick Williams, center A.Q. Shipley 
MAURICE EVANS eee aT re <<“ and defensive end Josh Gaines. Linebacker Sean 
LARRY FEDEROFE 1 Aliquippa : : Lee, who will miss the season with a knee injury, 
ae rare Cea ae eee Se was named an honorary captain. 
ho BE bre es ea Ss ANTHONY SCIRROTTO 0 1 West Deptford, NJ In April 2007, Scirrotto was one of the princi- 
eit cscs a ee 1.0. SHIPLEY rh. doy. Se Coropetis pals in an altercation in downtown State College 
ae cape Da sel ae that escalated into a melee in an apartment. He 
aaa 2 Sg a a was initially charged with two felony counts and 
TOM GOLARZ el 238 Bloomington, IN ‘SX EMHANSTEYART OP ee OO eventually agreed to plead guilty to a misde- 
STEPHFON GREEX : Bronx, NY pens NE Winlogon. Of meanor charge of defiant trespass in February. 
SC ee San itz cr KYLE STOUT 65 2 0 Ashland, OH © Five suspended Penn State players received 
NATHAN STUPAR * Fr State College permission to use the team weight room and 


JEROME HAYES 2 Bayonne, NJ 5 shen s * ° 
(e. 2 = ee L'a training facilities in late April. 


Defensive tackles Chris Baker and Phil Taylor, 

29 CEDRIC JEFFRIES __S_G-2_210_So__Eag Haber Towmships KO) 26._“MUKSUKAY SOR) linebacker Navorro Bowman, cornerback 
KEVIN KELLY 7164 Langhorme ANDREW S2CZERBA TE 6-6 __252__F Wilmington, DE_ Knowledge Timmons and tight end Andrew 
DOUG KLOPACZ : Hasbrouck Heights, N SHAINE THOMPSON 0 212 Ft Bronx, NY Quarless were suspended from the team for 

ae JOHNNTE TROUTMAN 7 : Brown Mills, NO various reasons and missed spring practice. 
Baker, Bowman, Taylor and Timmons faced 

charges stemming from an October fight on cam- 

pus. Baker also is facing charges stemming from 

6 ENG LATINO 08S 0 ES Ro = | 6 a a ee an earlier off-campus fight. Quarless was charged 
DAN LAWLOR : Mechanicsburg DERRICK WILLIAMS 6- Greenbelt, MD with driving under the influence in March. 


20SH HULL . 1 Miltheim OE SUHEY «1 15 Fi Deerfield, IL 


ABE KOROMA 


DENNIS LANDOLT 6-4 it Burlington, NJ COLLIN WAGNER k s State College 


KEVION LATHAM 6- Greensboro, NC 4), WALLACE 6-1 iu Waldorf, MD 


SEAN LEE Pittsburgh 61 STEFEN WISNIEWSKI Z So Bridgeville 


FLORIDA INTERNATIONAL 59-0 5 


MIKE LUCIAN o Y New Market, MD 5 GRAHAM ZUG b- 7 So Manheim 


. BUFFALO. 45-24 )) 
at Michigan 9-14 | 


Results 


Tackles: D 
Interceptions: A. S 
Sacks: 

Tackes for loss: 
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did with Connor and Posluszny. Josh 
Hull, a junior walk-on, and Chris Cola- 
santi, a promising sophomore, will com- 
pete there, Tyrell Sales, a returning starter, 
and Bani Gbadyu, a blazing sophomore, 
probably will start on the outside. 

Penn State’s strength on defense is 


up front, where the Lions can use as 


many as eight players without missing 
a beat. Maurice Evans, a star who had 
12.5 sacks last season, and Josh Gaines 
return at end. 

Five players started at tackle last season, 
including projected 2008 starters Jared 
Odrick and Ollie Ogbu. They were a chief 
reason why Penn State ranked among the 
national leaders against the run. 

Three starters return in the secondary, 
which was scorched by Ohio State, In- 
diana and Michigan State in the second 
half of last season. Safety Anthony Scir- 
roto begins his third year as the quarter- 
back of the secondary. He will be flanked 
by Lydell Sargeant and Tony Davis on 


the corners. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Penn State returns a kicker and a punter 
who were dependable last season. 

Kevin Kelly enters his senior season 
having broken the school record for ca- 
reer points and career field goals. Jeremy 
Boone made a splash in his first season as 
the Lions’ punter in 2007, averaging 43.0 
yards and being named to the All-Big Ten 
first team. 

Derrick Williams (punt returns) and 
A.J. Wallace (kickoff returns) are back af- 


ter ranking among the Big Ten leaders. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Penn State will be a prohibitive favor- 
ite in three of its four non-conference 
games — aand will be expected to win 
the other, too. 


On paper, the toughest matchup is 


“Penn State's Winning Trend 1998-2007 


f 


Sees 


™BEST — 


™BRIGHTEST 


Maurice Evans, DE 

Voted to All-Big Ten first 
team by coaches and media 
last season. ... Was finalist | 
for Ted Hendricks Award | 
(which goes to nation’s top | 
defensive end). ... Finished » 


the conference with 12.5 
sacks, ... Also forced five 
fumbles and broke up three 


passes. ... On track to become Penn State's all- 


Evan Royster, RB 

Penn State’s second-lead- 
ing rusher last season as a | 
freshman with 513 yards | 
(6.3 average) and five touch- 
downs. ... Rushed for 126 © 
yards against Purdue, .., Ran + 
38 yards for the game-win- | 
ning touchdown in the 
Alamo Bowl. ... Was rated ] 
26th-best high school run- 
ning back in country by 
Rivals.com, ... Outstanding lacrosse player at 
Westfield High in Fairfax, Va. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


Stephfon Green, RB 

Was redshirted last season 
and was a scout-team terror. 
... Was timed at 4.25 in the 
40 in March. ... Ran 57 yards 
for a touchdown in the 
spring game. ... Played at 
John|F. Kennedy High in the 
Bronx, N.Y. ... Suffered a 
broken ankle during his 
senior year. ... Averaged 
14.8 yards a carry as a 
senior. ... Chose Penn State over Rutgers, 
Syracuse and Michigan State. 
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Profile 


Maurice Evans 


Motoring For Even 
More Sacks in 2008 


Maurice Evans easily could have put his 
motor on cruise control this spring. The 
fact that he didn’t impressed his team- 
mates and his position coach. 

“You'd think a guy who had 12.5 sacks 
the year before would walk into the spring 
and kind of shut it down,” said Larry John- 
son, Penn State’s defensive line coach. 

“He actually went to another level. He 
had a great spring. When you get to the 
highest notch, it’s about being consistent 
and staying at the top. That will be his big- 
gest challenge.” 

Evans emerged as one of the top defen- 


sive ends in the country last season, total- 
ing 21.5 tackles for loss and forcing five 
fumbles to go with his sacks. He goes into 
his junior season with specific numbers in 
mind. 

“I think he wants to get 15,” Johnson 
said. “That's his goal. When you do that, 
you start looking for them.” 

Opponents began looking for Evans after 
he made 3.5 sacks and forced two fumbles, 
returning one 55 yards to set up a touch- 
down, in a win at Indiana. He finished sec- 
ond in the Big Ten in tackles for loss and 
third in sacks and was named to the All-Big 
Ten first team by coaches and media. 

“You're talking about a guy who's com- 
plete,” Johnson said. 

“He can rush the passer and play the 
run. He’s quiet and unassuming in public. 
In the locker room, he’s full of joy. Our 
players respect him. He’s been a consum- 
mate leader.” 

With Evans, Penn State often put pres- 
sure on opposing quarterbacks with a four- 
man rush. The Nittany Lions finished sec- 
ond in the Big Ten in total defense, points 
allowed and rushing defense and third in 
passing defense. They led the conference 
with 46 sacks. 

“It's huge having somebody like Mau- 
rice on your defense,” cornerback Lydell 
Sargeant said. “Having a guy like that 
frustrates the quarterback and forces him 
to make ill-advised throws.” 

The 6-2 Evans played at 257 pounds 
last season and was up to 270 at the start 
of spring practice, raising concerns from 
Johnson and head coach Joe Paterno. But 
he dropped eight pounds by the time the 
Blue-White Game rolled around. 

“I think Maurice is a really good player,” 
Paterno said. 

“I was worried that he was getting a 
little heavy. I think he’s a 255-, 260-pound 
player, like the kid with the (New York) 
Giants, Michael Strahan. He should be that 
kind of a player. He’s smart and he really 
works hard. He’s a fun kid.” 


a home game against Oregon State, which 
won nine games last season and had a salty 
defense. The rebuilding Beavers figure to 
be a middle-of-the-road Pac-10 team this 
season, though. 

The season opens against Coastal Car- 
olina. After the Oregon State game, the 
Nittany Lions travel to Syracuse to play 
the Orange for the first time in 18 years. 
They return home to meet Temple before 
Big Ten play begins. 

After opening against Illinois in a 
night game at Beaver Stadium, Penn 
State plays four of its next five games on 
the road, including back-to-back trips 
to Purdue and Wisconsin (for another 
night game). 

They return to Happy Valley to face 
Michigan, which owns nine straight 
wins over Penn State, and then travel 
to Ohio State, where they haven’t won 
in seven trips since joining the Big 
Ten in 1993. They'll know by then if 
they're going to be a factor in the con- 
ference race. 

After an open date, Penn State finish- 
es with a trip to lowa and home games 
against Indiana and Michigan State. 

— Rich Scarcella 


SCHEDULE 


~ Aug. 30 COASTAL CAROLINA 
Sept. 6 OREGON STATE ~ 
Sept. 13 at Syracuse — 
Sept. 20 ‘TEMPLE 
“oct.4  =———~«A Prd 
“Oct.11 =a Wisconsin — 
“Oct.18 MICHIGAN 
Oct. 25 at Ohio State 
No.8 at Iowa — 
“Nov.15 9 ———S—S=*SNDIANA 
Nov. 22 MICHIGAN STATE — 
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COACH: Jerry Kill — At Northern Illinois: first year; 
overall: 104-57, 14 years 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Matt Limegrover 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tracy Claeys 
LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2007 
LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2007 
RETURNING STARTERS: 19; 8 offense, 10 defense, 
punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Dan Nicholson, DE Larry 
English, WR Britt Davis, WR Matt Simon, TE Bryan 
Beckner, LB Josh Allen, CB Chase Carter 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS; New coach Jerry Kill has a vet- 
eran team. Cynics might not think that’s a real posi- 
tive since the Huskies were just 2-10 a year ago, but 
that squad was dogged by injuries. DE Larry English is 
a game-changing performer. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: Former coach Joe Novak's deci- 
sion to retire took Northern Illinois by surprise. Kill 
was an accomplished coach at Southern Illinois, but 
there figures to be an adjustment period with any new 
coach, and Kill changed most of the staff. 


Huskies In A Box 


OFFENSE 

The Huskies begin a new coaching era hoping that 
Dan Nicholson will be fully healthy for the start of the 
season after shoulder surgery. He was bothered by the 
injury for most of last year and was inconsistent. 

Nicholson has the talent to have a big year for first- 
year coach Jerry Kill, who spent the past seven seasons 
at lower-division Southern Illinois, compiling a 55-32 
record. Nicholson has a quick release and completed 
better than 60 percent of his passes last year ... but his 
9-to-14 touchdown-to-interception ratio is troubling. 

Running back Justin Anderson stepped in for 
injury-plagued Montell Clanton a year ago and 
responded well, rushing for 1,245 yards and show- 
ing durability and a nose for making key yards. 

Clanton returns this season, and that should 
give the Huskies a versatile and dangerous run- 
ning attack, Clanton averaged 5.4 yards a carry in 
limited action last season. 

Wide receivers Britt Davis and Matt Simon 
are not stars, but both are reliable with strong 
route-running skills. Simon caught a team-high 52 
passes for 969 yards and five touchdowns, while 
Davis caught 33 balls. 

The line is solid with four starters returning. 
Center Eddie Adamski started 12 games a year 
ago; tackle Jon Brost has size and a mean streak. 


DEFENSE 


Defensive end Larry English is a major stud 


2008 Schedule 


2007 Results 


who will contend for All-America honors. 

Listed at 6-3, 254 pounds, he might have 
a future as an NFL outside linebacker, but for now, 
he’s one of the best pass rushing ends in college — 
22.5 sacks in the past two seasons — and his speed 
causes havoc against the run. 

English had 10.5 sacks and 17.0 tackles for loss 
last season. He has a non-stop motor that he uses to 
charge the entire defense. 

Defensive tackle Alex Krutsch is a key player in 
the middle of Kill’s 4-3 defense. Not only is he a solid 
run stuffer, Krutsch knows how to destroy plays in the 
backfield. He had 6.5 tackles for loss a year ago. 

Linebacker Josh Allen returns after starting 12 
games a year ago. Allen ranked third on the Huskies 
with 89 tackles, including nine for loss and two sacks, 

The Huskies are also hoping to get a decent 
contribution from junior college transfer Darnell 
Bolding. A solid athlete with good range, Bolding 
should have an opportunity to play regularly. 

Cornerback Chase Carter should be the anchor 
of the secondary. He started all 12 games a year ago 
and finished with 42 tackles, two interceptions and 
five passes defensed. Carter is an instinctive player 
with good — but not great — speed. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

While nearly everyone returns to the Huskies 
this season, they won't have placekicker Chris 
Nendick, and that’s a big loss. Nendick made 12 of 
18 field goal attempts last season including five of 
seven from 40-49 yards. 

Punter Andy Dittbenner returns after a solid 
season in which he averaged 43.5 yards per punt 


and dropped 16 inside the 20. 


OVERVIEW 

The Huskies, who have been one of the better 
programs in the MAC, will be easy to overlook this 
season because they struggled so much last year 
and their well-liked head coach decided to leave. 
But the core of the team is solid — as long as play- 
ers like Dan Nicholson and Justin Anderson stay 
healthy. Expectations will be low and the Huskies 
could sneak up on a few teams. 


2007 Rankings 


Aug. 30. at Minnesota (2.10, 1-6) OFFENSE PER GAME RANK 
“Sept.6 at Western Michigan  - !OWA 3-16 Scoring 19.1 109 
“Sept. 20 INDIANASTATE  & SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 31-34 Rushing 135.5 30 
“Sept.27 at Eastern Michigan L EASTERN MICHIGAN 19-21 Passing 202.4 80 
“Oct. 4 Wat Idaho 42-35 Total 337.9 94 

5 at Tennessee tins 
‘Oct. 11 MIAMI (OH) Lat Central Michigan 10-35 
Be / at Temple 15-16 DEFENSE PERGAME = RANK 
poceis TOLEDO = | ~—WESTERNMICHIGAN 13-17 Scoring 308 86 

Oct. 25 BOWLING GREEN Lat Wisconsin 3-44 Rushing 210.1 1 

Nov. 5 at Ball State [| at Toledo 21-70 Passing 224.2 51 

Nov.12 CENTRAL MICHIGAN © W_ KENT STATE 27-20 «Tal ae of 

Nov. 18 atKent State = Lat Navy 24-35 MARGIN PERGAME RANK 

Nov. 25 NAVY  L__ BALL STATE 2127 haar as se 


Depth Chart 


Offense 

Pos. Name Wt. Cl 
QB __sODan Nicholson* 6-2 196 Sr. 
in Morris 6-2 203 Jr. 

1B Montell Clanton 5-9 185 Sr. 
Justin Anderson* 5-11 218 Jr. 
WR Matt Simon* 6-2 205 Sr. 
Marcus Lewis 6-2 208 Jr. 
WR Greg Turner 6-0 190 Sr. 
Evans Adonis 6-0 170 Sr. 
WR Britt Davis* 6-2 205 Sr. 
Marcus Perez 5-11 180 Sr. 

TE Brandon Beal 6-3 244 Sr. 
David Koronkiewicz 6-3 263 Sr. 
tT Tony Holmes 6-6 304 Jr. 
Joe Pawlak 6-5 294 Fr. 

LG Tim Mayerbock 6-4 311 Jr. 
Kevin Skatrud* 6-6 330 Jr. 
c Eddie Adamski* 6-2 286d. 
Adam Kiel 6-6 273 Fr, 
RG Jason Onyebuagu* 6-2 314 Jr. 
Dan Keller 6-4 300 Sr. 
RT —_ Jon Brost* 6-6 303 Sr. 
Jake Wertz 6-4 286 Jr 

Defense 

Pos. Name Ht Wt. cL 
LE Brandon Bice* 6-3 254 Jr. 
Anthony Antonacci 6-1___—-247 ar. 
NG Alex Krutsch* 6-2 258 Sr. 
Mike Krause 6-3 264 __So. 
DT Craig Rusch 64 274° Sr 
Mike Krause 6-3 264 __So, 
RE Larry English* 6-3 254 Sr. 
Anthony Antonacci 6-1 247 Jr. 
1B Phil Brown 5-11 222 dr. 
John Tranchitella* 6-2. 221 sr. 
LB Tim McCarthy 6-0 232 Sr. 
TI Griffin 6-0 227 Sr. 
LB Cory Hanson* 6-1 209 Jr. 
Josh Allen* 5-11 217 Sr. 
cB Melvin Rice* 5-10 192 Sr. 
Anthony Mason 5-11 _ 185 Jr. 
cB Bradley Pruitt* 6-1 187 Sr 
Chase Carter* 5-11 172 Sr. 
SS Jeff Fontana 5-11 195 dr. 
Justin Stewart 6-1 196 So. 
FS Spencer Williamson 6-2 208 Jr. 
Alex Kube* 6-1 202 So. 

Special Teams 

Pos. Name Ht. Wt. CL 

K Mike Salemo 6-0 165 Jr. 


P Andy Dittbenner* 6-1 194 Sr. 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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ee Grimes, C Robbie Powell, 
t IE Cliff Avril, LB Stanford cules 


ut there might be too many 
‘lineup to send Tiller out with: 
is final season before he turns 
over to Danny Hope. Either way, 


PURDUE 


For more coverage of ihe Boi aaa visit wuwuw.purdue.rivals.com 


_ 
- 


MAKER: 


Hope in Hand, Tiller Looks For Finishing Painter 


When Joe Tiller took over the Purdue 
program for the 1997 season, the Boiler- 
makers had suffered through 12 consecu- 
tive losing seasons. When he leaves at the 
end of the 2008 season, the hope is that 
the revitalized program will have gone to 
11 bowl games in 12 seasons. 

It was announced in January that Dan- 
ny Hope, the head coach at Eastern Ken- 
tucky the past five seasons, would join the 
staff for the 2008 season as the associate 
head coach and offensive line coach, and 
then become Tiller’s successor. 

Hope was on Tiller’s staff at Wyoming 
and was his offensive line coach for the 
first five seasons at Purdue. 

One of the major issues this season will 
be how well the program operates with an 
outgoing coach and head coach-to-be on 
the same staff. 

“T think the plan is very good,” Tiller 
said. “I’m very comfortable with him; he’s 
very comfortable with me. He knows he’s 
not the head coach today. He doesn’t try 
to pretend like he’s the head coach today. 

“If we had somebody come here that 
I had not worked with before or had not 
known, it would have been disastrous. But 
with him, it’s a much different story. As 
far as football is concerned, I think it will 
be about 95 percent business as usual.” 

As Tiller prepares for his 18th and final 
season as a head coach, the biggest cause 
for optimism is Curtis Painter, who re- 
turns for his third year as the starter and 
could be the Big Ten’s top quarterback. 

The main reasons for concern are that 


four of the top five receivers are gone and 


all of the returning starters on the offen- 
sive line missed spring practice because of 
surgeries. 

Tiller, who will turn 66 in December, 
insists he’s comfortable with the idea of 
stepping down after this season. 

“Knowing it's going to end for you, 
now that we've gone this route, is bet- 
ter than these guys who say they're going 
to make up their mind at the end of the 


season 


and then it’s a two-week period 
where they're thinking it over,” he said. 


“Tr has to end for all of us sometime.” 


OFFENSE 


With a typical season, Curtis Painter 
could surpass former Purdue great Drew 
Brees as the Big Ten’s all-time leading 
passer. Painter needs 3,030 yards year to 
break Brees’ record of 11,792. 

But coach Joe Tiller isn’t quite ready 
to put Painter in the same class as Brees, 
or one of his other great passers, Kyle 
Orton. 

“Painter has really improved, certainly 
from a statistical point of view,” Tiller 
said. “But now he needs to continue to 
have an excellent touchdown-to-inter- 
ception ratio and he needs to win some 
games. Some big games.” 

Purdue beat Central Michigan twice 
last year, once in the regular season and 
again in the Motor City Bowl, but the 
Boilermakers failed to get a victory against 
another Division I team with a winning 
record. 

As a sophomore, Painter threw 22 


touchdown passes but led the nation 
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with 19 interceptions. He improved those 
numbers greatly in 2007, with 29 scoring 
passes and only 11 picks. 

The question this year is, will Painter 
have enough reliable receivers? 

Greg Orton, who hauled in 125 passes 
the past two seasons, is the only receiver 
with any experience. Senior Brandon 
Whittington and second-year junior col- 
lege transfer Joe Whitest had good springs. 
First-year junior college transfer Aaron 
Valentin and converted quarterback/safe- 
ty Keith Smith have shown promise. 

Senior running backs Jaycen Taylor and 
Kory Sheets have combined to rush for 
more than 1,000 yards in each of the past 
two seasons. The concern is whether the 
line will be able to deliver up front. 

All three of the returning starters — 
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2007 stats: 128.8 ypg rushing (9th in Big Ten/89th in NCAA), 307.2 ypg passing (2nd/12th), 435.9 ypg total offense (1st/27th), 34.3 ppg (ist/24th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT ~ BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Curtis Painter* Sr.___ Could become Big Ten’s all-time No.1 passer. Joey Elliott, Sr. 

RB _Jaycen Taylor Sr. __ Taylor and Sheets are a proven, solid duo. Kory Sheets, Sr.* 
WR Greg Orton* Sr.__ Ready to become the team's go-to receiver. Brandon Whittington, Sr. 
WR _ Aaron Valentin Jr. Junior college transfer had very good spring, Desmond Tardy, Jr. 
WR Joe Whitest Sr.__ Both players untested, but with potential. Keith Smith, So. 

TE Kyle Adams Jr. __ First-year starter has shown great hands. Jerry Wasikowski, Sr. 
LT Sean Sester* Sr. Started all 38 games in his career. Garret Miller, Sr. 

LG Zach Reckman* Jr. Solid after one year as the starter. Eric Hedstrom, Jr. 

C Cory Benton Ss. Coming off outstanding spring. Jared Zwilling, Jr. 

RG —_ Justin Pierce Jt. Started the final three games in 2007. Rick Schmeig, Fr. 

RT Zach Jones* Sr. Strong 2007 as a first-year starter. Ken Plue, Fr. 
*Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 148.9 ypg rushing (7th in Big Ten/S4th in NCAA), 240.2 ypg passing (7th/75th), 389.2 ypg total defense (8th/63rd), 26.5 ppg (7th/T54th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE _Keyon Brown* Sr.__ Showed potential in the bow! game. Nickcaro Golding, Fr. 
DT _ Ryan Baker* Sr. Steady performer as a three-year starter. Mike Neal, Sr. 

DT Alex Magee* Sr.__ Best of the defensive linemen. Jermaine Guynn, Sr. 
DE _Ryan Kerrigan So. __ Looked good as a reserve last year. Gerald Gooden, So. 
LB__ Anthony Heygood* Sr.__ Had strong 2007 as first-year starter. Tyler Haston, So. 

LB Kevin Green Jr. Raw, but with very good potential. John Humphrey, Jr. 
LB Jason Werner Sr. __ Probably the team's best ‘backer. DeVarro Greaves, So. 
CB David Pender* dr__ Emerging as team’s top defensive back. Fabian Martin, Sr. 

cB Royce Adams dr.___Started for the first half of last year. Chariton Williams, So, 
SS Torri Williams Sr___ Has potential, but injury prone. Brandon Erwin, Jr. 

FS __ Brandon King” Sr__ Avery athletic, all-around player. Josh McKinley, So. F 
“Returning Starter 


tackle Sean Sester (back) and guards 
Zach Reckman (shoulder) and Zach 
Jones (shoulder) are recovering from sur- 
geries and missed spring practice, when 
the team spent time working on a no- 
huddle offense that was successful in the 


bowl game. 


DEFENSE 


The front seven could be pretty salty if 
the Boilermakers develop depth at line- 
backer and at end. 

Purdue has four veteran, talented tack- 
les in Alex Magee, Ryan Baker, Mike Neal 
and Jermaine Guynn. All are experienced 
upperclassmen, and the starters are se- 
niors. Baker and Magee, the best of the 
bunch, have 26 and 22 career starts, re- 
spectively. 


There’s some talent at linebacker but 
not much depth. The Boilermakers went 
through the spring, according to the 
coaches, with only four Big Ten-quality 
linebackers. Anthony Heygood is the 
only returning starter. He was a running 
back two years ago, although he did finish 
second on the team with 81 tackles last 
season. 

Jason Werner has battled a bad back 
since arriving on campus, but major sur- 
gery in December 2006 was a success, and 
he appears ready to start on the outside 
opposite Heygood. Tiller has called Wer- 
ner the Boilermakers’ best linebacker. 

Kevin Green had a very good spring, 
and the hope is that he’s ready to take 
over in the middle. Tyler Haston, who 


was the fourth guy coming out of spring, 
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Ken Plue, OL & Commitments 
M New Berlin (N.Y.) Milford Academy offensive lineman Ken Plue isone Q_ Average Stars 
~ of the top-10 prep school players in the nation. He already is on ty 
ne campus. At 6-8, 340, he should be a great anchor for the Boilermakers’ 2 © © i) © wr) 
offense. 
=E * OO606 
L E 
ia 
Ln The Boilers went down to Georgia to snag the versatile Ralph Bolden. €hris Carlino, LB © © © We) 
t The 5-10, 185-pounder could see action on either side of the ball. He Linebacker Chris Carlino was a lightly Total Stars 
uj was a nice pickup out of SEC territory. recruited in-state prospect, but his 
= film shows he has plenty of potential (Mc clehx) BIG TEN: 9 
to be a star. 
G 2009 NEEDS 
3 Jordan Brewer, TE Purdue needs to land its quarterback of the 
TH Brewer moves like an agile basketball star on the football field. future in the 2009 class. Also a ton of ath- 
=> At 6-6, 220, he can really go up and get the football and stretch the letic ability and speed need to be brought in 
field vertically. at the receiver spot. The Boilers stockpiled 
mi} defensive players in 2008, but offensive help 
is needed on 2009. 


Pos. Stars Ht Wt. Hometown School 


Dwayne Beckiod «=LB OO 6-0 209 Irvington, NJ Irvington 
Rated as the No. 24 prospect in New Jersey by Rivals.com. 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown School 


Kevin Green DB OOO 5-10 169 Tallahassee, FL 
Rated as the nation’s No. 64 cornerback by Rivals.com. 


Alvin Blackmon WR OO 6-0 180 Lake Dallas, TX Lake Dallas 
Had 54 receptions for 979 yards and 11 touchdowns as a senior. 


Derek Jackson Bb ooo 6-0 213 Glen Allen, VA 
Rated as the nation’s No. 66 outside linebacker by Rivals.com. 


Ralph Bolden AH OOO 5-10 185 Folkston, GA Charlton County 
Rated as the No. 44 prospect in Georgia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 58 
athlete. 


Robert Maci DE oo 6-4 240 Indianapolis, IN 
Rated as the No. 11 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com. 


Dwight McLean BB oO 6-3 205 Fullerton, CA 
Andrew Brewer o ooo 6-4 249 Ona, WV Cabell Midland Boilermakers added junior college safety late. 
Rated as the No. 2 prospect in West Virginia by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 20 center. Eric Mebane DE oo 6-4 210 Arlington, TX 
Named All-District and All-Area as a senior. 

Jordan Brewer Tr ooo 6-6 220 Carmel, IN Carmel 
Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 35 


tight end. 


Ken Plue ob oooo 6-8 340 New Berlin, NY 
Rated as the No. 7 prep school player in America by Rivals.com. 


Monroe Brooks Tt oo 6-6 245 Palatine, IL Palatine 
Recorded 45 tackles, with 12 for loss and six sacks his senior season. 


Gavin Roberts AH oo 6-0 185 Franklin, NJ 
Rated as the No. 27 prospect in New Jersey by Rivals.com. 


Chris Carlino LB oOo 6-2 202 Fishers, IN Hamilton Southeastem 
Rated as the No. 9 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com. 


Rick Schmeig oh oo 6-5 305 Cincinnati, OH Oak Hills 
Earned All-City and All-Conference honors as a senior. 


Mike Chacksfield OL OG 6-6 285 Cincinnati,OH Hills Christian Academy 
Also participated in basketball and track. 


Kawann Short Tt ooo 6-5 270 East Chicago, IN Central 
Rated as the No. 6 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 57 
defensive tackle. 

LaSalle Cooks DE Ooo 6-2 193 Orlando, FL Pine Castle Christian Academy 
Chose Purdue over Maryland and Buffalo. 


Caleb Ter Bush 8 oo 6-5 215 Metamora, IL Metamora 


Passed for 1,575 yards and 16 touchdowns his senior season. 
Arsenio Cuny WR OO 6-5 210 Fresno, CA Fresno City €.C. 
Will have three years of eligibility at Purdue. 


Tommie Thomas B OOO 6-2 175 Oak Lawn, IL Richards 
Rated as the No. 16 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
Peters Drey ol ooo 6-5 260 Mobile, AL McGill Toolen No. 52 safety. 
Rated as the No. 31 prospect in Alabama by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 61 
offensive tackle. Aaron Valentin WR OOO 6-2 202 Orchard Park, NY Erie 6.0. 
Northeast Conference Offensive Player of the Year. 

Albert Evans RB OOO 6-1 190 Portage, IN Portage 
Rated as the No. 8 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com. Carson Wiggs K oo 6-0 180 Grand Prairie, TX South Grand Prairie 
Rated as the nation’s No. 11 kicker by Rivals.com. 

Nnamdi Ezenwa Lb OOo 6-3 210 Acworth, GA 


Chose Purdue over North Carolina, Duke and Indiana. 
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Canal Winchester, OH 


WAYNELLE GRAVESANDE WR 


FRANK HALLIBURTON 


Arlington Heights, IL 
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COLTON MCKEY 


JOSH MCKINLEY 


GARRET MILLER 


NICK MONDEK 


AUSTEN MORET 


DEAUNDRE MUHAMMAD 


MIKE NEAL 


PRESTON NUMA 


GREG ORTON 


CURTIS PAINTER 


JEFF PANFIL 


DAVID PENDER 


JUSTIN PIERCE 


KEN PLUE 


CONNOR MCCULLEY 


The Woodlands, TX 


BRODY MCKNIGHT Vancouver, BC, Canada 


RYAN PRATER 
ZACH RECKMAN 
RICK SCHMEIG 
SEAN SESTER 
JARROD SHAW 


KORY SHEETS 


JAMES SHEPHERD 


DERRICK SHERMAN 


JUSTIN SILLER 
KEITH SMITH 
KRIS STAATS 
CHRIS SUMMERS 
DESMOND TARDY 
JAYCEN TAYLOR 
MARK THOMPSON 


AARON VALENTIN 


JERRY WASIKOWSKI 


JASON WERNER 


Walton 


Leander, TX 


Bay City, TX 


Naperville, IL 


Whitefish Bay, WI 


Fort Wayne 


Merrillville 


Kenner, LA 


Dayton, OH 
Vincennes 

Fort Worth, TX 
Folkston, GA 
Tom Bean, TX 
Rensselear, NY 
Dallas, TX 
Cincinnati, OH 
Cincinnati, OH 
Fort Thomas, KY 
Fort Wayne 
Manchester, CT 
Crofton, KY 
Cincinnati, OH 
Detroit, MI 
Fort Hood, TX 
La Porte 


Fishers 


Indianapolis 


Hawthome, CA 


Indianapolis 


Freeport, NY 
Cudahy, WI 


Greenwood 


JOE WHITEST 


BRANDON WHITTINGTON 


CHARLTON WILLIAMS 


DANNY WILLIAMS 


TORRI WILLIAMS 


ADAM WOLF 


JARED ZWILLING 


WALTER WILLIAMS 


Belle Glade, FL 


Collingswood, NJ 


Tamarac, FL 


Granger 


Cedar Park, TX 
Columbus, OH 
Tampa, FL. 


Evansville 


hen Joe Tiller retires at the end of this 
season, he will do so as the winningest 
football coach in Purdue history. 

Tiller needs only two victories to pass Jack 
Mollenkopf, who coached the Boilermakers to an 
84-39-9 record in 14 seasons (1956-69), Tiller 
will enter the 2008 season with an 83-54 record 
in 11 years. 

Purdue had suffered through 12 consecutive 
losing years before Tiller quickly turned the pro- 
gram into a winner, leading the Boilermakers to 
10 bowl games in 11 seasons, including three 
New Year's Day games and Purdue's second trip 
to Pasadena for the Rose Bowl. 

© Danny Hope, already on staff as Tiller’s 
successor-in-waiting, has made it clear that his 
primary duties this season will be to coach the 
offensive line and head up the recruiting for next 
year. 

He also has repeatedly reminded everyone 
that it’s still Tiller’s program, and that his pres- 
ence this season will not be a distraction. 

“IT don’t think that’s an issue at all,” Hope 
said. “Coach Tiller is the head coach and I'm 
focused on the offensive line. When we're not on 
the practice field, I’m working on recruiting and 
on offense, and being mentored by Coach Tiller. 

“It's refreshing to be an offensive line coach 
again, to be out there with the sleeves rolled up, 
hands on. It’s good for me, good for the soul. 
It brings me back to reality some.” 

© Purdue was so successful using a no-huddle 
offense in its 51-47 victory over Central Michigan 
in the Motor City Bowl last December that it 
might become a regular part of the game plan 
this season. The team spent significant time 
practicing it during the spring. 

The Boilermakers amassed 587 total yards 
against the Chippewas. Quarterback Curtis 
Painter, returning for his third year as the 
starter, threw for a school-record 546 yards. 

e Backup quarterback Joey Elliott and pro- 
jected starting linebacker Jason Werner received 
the team’s Most Improved awards for spring ball. 
Junior college transfer receiver Aaron Valentin 
and sophomore defensive tackle Nick Mondek 
won the newcomer awards. 
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Kory Sheets 


displayed excellent cover skills. 

Two years ago, Purdue was so limited 
at defensive back that the coaching staff 
moved two wide receivers to the second- 
ary in the middle of the season. Now, it 
might be the team’s deepest position. 

Safety Torri Williams, a potential star, 
was cleared to play after being sidelined 


by a broken leg, shattered knee and torn 
Achilles’. Two other safeties with starting 


experience — Brandon King and Bran- 


don Erwin — are recovering from surgery 
but should be ready for the season. 

Cornerbacks David Pender and Royce 
Adams also have staring experience. Pend- 
er — athletic, big and fast — probably is 
the best of the defensive backs. Sopho- 
mores Josh McKinley and Charlton Wil- 
liams are highly regarded and could chal- 
lenge for starting jobs. 

Purdue finished no higher than seventh 
in the Big Ten in four of the major de- 
fensive categories last season, but Tiller 
believes this year’s group should be im- 


proved. 


SPECIAL TERMS 


Chris Summers rebounded from a mis- 
erable freshman season in 2006, when he 
made only eight of 20 field-goal attempts, 
to convert 18 of 22 last year. He finished 
the season by making nine of his last 10 at- 
tempts, including a 40-yard game-winner 
as time expired in the Motor City Bowl. 

Summers might be given all the kick- 
ing assignments this season. He kicked 
off last season, and could replace Purdue's 
punter for the past two seasons — Jared 
Armstrong. 

Redshirt freshman Brody McKnight 
and incoming recruit Carson Wiggs will 
be his competition. 

The return game is a question mark 
after the departure of wide receiver 
Dorien Bryant, who returned kickoffs 


and punts last year. 


~ Purdue's Winning Trend 1998-2007 — 
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"MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


™BRIGHTEST 


QB Curtis Painter 


the Big Ten’s all-time pass- 
ing leader, breaking former 
Purdue great Drew Brees’ 
record of 11,792 yards. 
Painter, who threw for 3,985 
yards in 2006 and 3,846 | 
yards in 2007, needs to pass | 
for 3,030 yards this season | 
to become No. 1. ... Had six 
300-yard games last season, 
including 546 yards in the bowl win over Central 
Michigan. ... Entered the summer as the 
No, 1-ranked senior quarterback, as rated by 
NFLdraftscout.com. 


CB David Pender { 

Purdue's best cornerback, | 
Pender took over starting job | 
for the final seven games in | 
2007 as a sophomore. ... | 
He appeared in all 13 games | 
and finished with 44 tackles, | 
six pass breakups and one | 
interception. His pick came | 
against Ohio State. 
At 6-1, 180 pounds, he has ° 
the size to stop the run, but 
also has the speed and athleticism to be a great 
cover corner. ... Coaches are convinced he's ready 
to become a star. 


WR Aaron Valentin 

Valentin is a junior college 
transfer who enrolled at i 
Purdue in January and was # 
impressive during spring 
practices, including a one- 
handed grab in the spring 
game. ... He earned junior 
college honorable mention | 
All-American honors in 2007 
at Erie (N.Y.) Community 
College. He had 37 catches 
for 612 yards and 10 touchdowns. ... He set five 
career and eight game records at Erie, and also 
had a school-record 95-yard kickoff return. 
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Player Profile 


Hero Tag Comes 
After Hard Work 


It's easy for a placekicker to be either 
the goat or the hero, and Chris Summers 
has lived both roles. 

Summers struggled mightily as a walk- 
on in 2006, making only eight of 20 field- 
goal attempts. But after working diligently 
on his game during the offseason, he came 
back to have one of the biggest turn- 
arounds in 2007, connecting on 18 of 22 
attempts. 

Even with last year’s success, he contin- 
ues to work on his game. 

“You have to keep your confidence, but 
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not get overconfident,” said Summers, who 
is now on scholarship. 

“You've still got to work hard. After a 
good year, you have to keep a lot of the 
things the same, but you do tweak things. 
If you're not striving to get better, then 
why are you playing? I have to look at last 
season and realize that I missed four.” 

But one of those was blocked, and Sum- 
mers thinks a second might have been 
tipped. 

His 18 field goals last season are tied for 
third on Purdue's single-season list, and 
his 81.8 percentage is second. He finished 
the season strong, making nine of his last 
10 attempts, including ones from 40, 45 
and a career-long 50-yarder. 

Summers wrapped up his comeback sea- 
son by booting a 40-yarder as time expired 
to give the Boilermakers a thrilling 51-48 
victory over Central Michigan in the Motor 
City Bowl. 

Thinking back to his struggles as a fresh- 
man keeps him grounded. 

“Tt was very discouraging, 
said. 


" 


Summers 


“Not only do you as a kicker not know 
what's going on, but you don’t know why 
you're kicking so bad. I'd work at it and 
get fairly confident through the week, 
and then I'd have another bad game. It 
was very tough. It got to the point where 
I didn’t know what the ball was going to do 
coming off my foot.” 

Summers, who has a 3.2 grade-point av- 
erage while majoring in mechanical engi- 
neering, has made a school-record 97 con- 
secutive extra-point attempts. 

Summers also kicked off last season, and 
there’s a chance he'll add punting duties 
in 2008. 

“He’s got a live leg and the ball comes 
off his foot good,” coach Joe Tiller 
said. “What he needs to do is improve 
his consistency. As far as leg strength 
and his ability to handle the punting, 
there’s no question in our minds that he 
can to that.” 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The Boilermakers face some potential 
heavy hitters, with home games against 
Oregon, Penn State and Michigan, and 
road games at Notre Dame, Ohio State 
and an improved Michigan State. 

After opening with a gimme against 
Northern Colorado, Purdue faces a stretch 
of five consecutive challenging games 
of varying degrees — Oregon, Central 
Michigan, at Notre Dame, Penn State and 
at Ohio State. 

The Boilermakers close the regular sea- 
son like this: at home against Michigan, 
at Michigan State and Iowa, and home 
for rival Indiana in the battle for the Old 
Oaken Bucket. 

The Sept. 20 home game against Cen- 
tral Michigan will mark the third time in 
two seasons the teams will meet. Purdue 
beat the Chippewas 45-22 last Sept. 15 
in West Lafayette and then 51-48 in the 
Motor City Bowl. 

Purdue misses Illinois and Wisconsin 
in conference play for the second con- 
secutive year. 


— Tom Kubat 


SCHEDULE 


~ Sept.6 NORTHERN COLORADO — 


“Sept. 13 OREGON © 


Sept. 20 CENTRAL MICHIGAN 


at Notre Dame _ 


Sept. 27— 


“Nov 1 


"at Michigan State > 
7 ee 
“Nov. 2200 INDIANA 
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COACH: Frank Solich — At Ohio: 19-18, 3 years; 
overall: 77-37, 9 years 
OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tim Albin 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Jimmy Burrow 
LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1968 
LAST BOWL: 2006, GMAC 
RETURNING STARTERS: 15; 7 offense, 7 defense, punter 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: Q8 Theo Scott, Q8 Boo Williams, 
WR Taylor Price, WR LaVon Brazill, TE Andrew Mooney, 
DE Jameson Hartke, DL Kris Luchsinger, LB Michael Brown 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS: Two good quarterbacks might 
be better than one. Scott showed flashes of playmak- 
ing ability in the 10 games he appeared in last season 
and the receiving options — Mooney rates as the best 
of the bunch — should be as good as Solich has had 
at Ohio. The secondary, especially at cornerback, could 
be dynamite. 
POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: If you can’t stop a spread 
offense in the MAC, you can’t stop any offense. The 
defense took a giant step in reverse a year ago and 
has size issues up front. As good as the back seven 
looks on paper, depth isn’t great across the board. 
With no power at tailback, how will Ohio protect the 
lead and operate inside the 20? 


OFFENSE 

Just when Frank Solich thought he’d found 
a quarterback — junior Theo Scott — he learned 
he was wrong. Solich found two. 

Boo Jackson went 16 of 20 in the spring 
game, capping what was a marvelous spring. The 
junior doesn’t have the slippery running style of 
the scrambling Scott, who gained experience as 
a starter in 2007, but that might be a good thing. 

It could lead to a dual threat of another kind 
with the juniors possibly sharing snaps and causing 
extra headaches for defenses. 

No matter who takes the first snap, the Bobcats’ 
backfield could look a tad empty without Kalvin 
McRae, Ohio’s all-time leader in rushing yards 
and one of the MAC’s finer all-around performers 
in recent years. 

Ohio doesn’t have a plow horse to blow open 
holes, but instead features a group of backs with 
speed. Chris Garrett, who was moved from wide 
receiver, isn’t considered an every-down option, 
but he’s incredibly explosive. 

There is good depth at receiver. Junior Taylor 
Price can get downfield and has a good rapport 
with Scott. Sophomore LaVon Brazill and senior 
tight ends Andrew Mooney and David Carter are 
good enough to be lead-receiver options. 

Brazill could evolve as a complete receiver this 
season and is expected to be a breakout offensive 
player. Ohio will be happy with more of the same 


2008 Schedule 


Aug. 30 


(6-6, 4-4) 


from Mooney, who had nine touchdowns among 
his 34 receptions. 


DEFENSE 

The Bobcats allowed 29.9 points and 186.4 
rushing yards per game last season. That won't cut 
it now that McRae is in the play-for-pay league 
and unable to erase Ohio’s defense mistakes. 

Ohio was especially impotent in the fourth quarter 
last season. Solich has made strength and conditioning 
an emphasis, though the defensive line is still an area of 
concern outside of top defensive end Jameson Hartke. 

The only way the Bobcats can make a major 
improvement this season is by building depth, 
which means staying healthy and reaping the 
rewards of a solid recruiting class. 

The back seven has experience — and excel- 
lence at cornerback. Strong safety Michael Mitchell 
should be at full strength after missing spring prac- 
tices with an injury. 

Michael Brown, a senior linebacker, is likely to 
lead the team in tackles. He’s instinctive and was 
able to get off blocks when the front four did not 
clear blockers in front of him. Only Taj Henley is 
gone among the six top linebackers. 

To improve inside, Ernie Hodge moved from 
end to tackle with good results, but replacing 
Landon Cohen, a seventh-round pick in the NFL 
Draft, won't be easy. 


SPECIAL TERMS 

Matt Schulte averaged just 37.6 yards per punt as 
a redshirt freshman but is a decent directional kicker. 

How the team replaces All-MAC kicker Michael 
Braunstein, a revelation in one season after transfer- 
ring from Washington, is worth watching. Another 
transfer, Barrett Way, had a good showing until 
a minor injury slowed him in spring practice. 


OVERVIEW 

Ohio got no favors on the schedule with three 
road games in the first four weeks — at Wyoming, 
Ohio State and Northwestern. The one home game 
in that span is against Central Michigan. Without 
McRae, Ohio won't be able to grind down defenses 
and will become more reliant on its quarterbacks 
— and defense. That’s no recipe for success, unless 
big-play receiving options like Taylor Price and 
LaVon Brazill become dominant. 


2007 Rankings 


at Wyoming OFFENSE © PERGAME RANK 
Sept. 6 at Ohio State W GARDNER-WEBB 36-14 Scoring 30.5 44 
Sept. 13 CENTRAL MICHIGAN W at Louisiana-Lafayette 31-23 Rushing 150.8 58 
Sept. 20 at Northwestern |_—_at Virginia Tech 7-28 | Passing zed af 
Sept. 27 vm & WYOMING 33-34 Total 364.5 83 
Oct, 4 at Western Michigan Bien us tale ares DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
“Oct. 11 at Kent State | 2t Buffalo 1031) scoring 299 81 
: W EASTERN MICHIGAN 48-42 Rushi 4 86. 4 ot 
Oct. 21 at Temple eeatroled 40-43 US , 
Oct. 28 BUFFALO at: toledo Passing 2244 47 
os W atBowlingGreen 38-27 Total 407.5 74 
Nov. 8 BOWLING GREEN W TEMPLE 23-7 
Nov. 22 AKRON = Lat Akron 37-48  TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
Nov. 28 at Miami (Oh) W MIAMI 38-29 +2 +047 39 


THEOQ SCOTT 
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Depth Chart 


Offense 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
OB Theo Scott 6-1 197 Jr. 
Boo Jackson 6-0 197 dr. 
TB Chris Garrett 5-8 174 or. 
Vince Davdison 5-11 _ 190 So. 
FB Mitch Morsillo* 6-1 reky alo 
Jayson White 6-1 231 Sr. 
WR LaVon Brazill 5-10 189 So. 
Robert Mercer 6-5 197 So. 
WR Taylor Price* 6-1 196 Jr. 
Robert Mercer 6-5 197 So. 
TE Andrew Mooney* 6-3 233 Sr. 
David Carter* 6-5 257 Sr. 
LT dosh Leuck* 6-4 289 Sr. 
Cole Bunner 6-5 326 So. 
LG Mike Eynon* 6-3 305 Sr. 
David White 6-1 289 dr. 
Cc David White* 6-1 2890 odr. 
Tommy Stuck 6-2 286 Sr. 
RG Michael Philbin 6-4 302 Jr. 
David White 6-1 289 Jr 
RT Chris Rodgers 6-5 289 Jr 
Cole Bunner 6-5 326 So. 
Defense 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
DE Conor Reilly 6-3 232 Jr. 


Kris Luchsinger* 6-4 250 Jr. 


oT Ernie Hodge 6-2 287 So. 
Corey Moncrief 6-2 309 Jr. 
NG Jacob Williamson 6-4 283 Sr. 
Marcellis Williamson 6-4 339 So. 
DE Jameson Hartke* 6-4 262 Sr. 
Eric Kenkel 6-3 265 Sr. 
LB Jordan Meyers 6-0 220 Sr. 
Lee Renfro* 5-10 217 dr. 
LB Noah Keller 6-1 226 So. 
Clevon Kirkland 6-2 253 So. 
LB Michael Brown* 6-3 2302s Sr. 
Chris Hall 6-1 221 Sr. 
cB Mark Parson* 5-10 188 Sr. 
Thad Turner 6-0 166 dr. 
cB Julian Posey* 5-11 183 So. 
Idris Lawrence 5-8 170 or. 
ss Michael Mitchell* 6-1 217 Sr. 
Hilton Dawson III 5-11 _ 215 Jr. 
FS Steven Jackson 6-2 196 ar, 
Patrick Tafua 6-0 190 or. 
Special Teams 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt. ct. 
K Barrett Way 5-9 178 Sr. 
P Matt Schulte* 6-0 226 = So. 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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WISCONSIN 


AT A GLANCE 


9-4 overall, 5-3 Big Ten (4th) 


Bret Bielema — At Wisconsin and overall: 
21-5, 2 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
17; 8 offense, 9 defense 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


RB P.J. Hill, TE Travis Beckum, TE Garrett 
Graham, OL Kraig Urbik, DE Matt 
Shaughnessy, LB Jonathan Casillas, 

LB DeAndre Levy, CB Aaron Henry 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS: 
_ The Badgers are four-deep at tailback. 

_ They have an experienced offensive line, 
arid they have two productive tight ends. 
‘Defensively, they should be better if — 
everyone retums healthy. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


The inexperience at quarterback. The 
kicking game. The uncertainty on defense 
because of so many injuries, especially on 
the line. Nobody has ever drawn 
Michigan, Ohio State and Penn State in 
succession to open the Big Ten season. 


"QB Tyler Donovan, WR Luke Swan, 
WR Paul Hubbard, € Marcus Coleman, 
DT Nick Hayden, CB Jack Ikegwuonu, 
P Kenny DeBauche, PK Taylor Mehthaff 


The Badgers have a chance to contend for 
a Big Ten title if their running game is 
good enough to eat up the clock and 
their passing game doesn’t put the 
defense on a short field or overexpose 

a suspect kicking game. 
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Badgers Refuse To Be Content With Nine-Win Season 


bd peters coach Bret Bielema was 
miserable after an inconsistent 
2007 season marked by defensive short- 
comings and capped by a disappointing 
Outback Bowl loss. He had company. 

That was the good news. 

“IT conducted 92 postseason interviews 
when we came back to school for the sec- 
ond semester,” said the 38-year-old Biele- 
ma, “and they were probably the most 
positive interviews that I’ve ever had with 
a group of players. 

“That's because I realized that the frus- 
tration that I was feeling — and my dis- 
appointment in the type year that we had 
— was shared by everyone on the team 
without me even bringing it up. 

“T would much rather have kids think- 
ing that way, thinking they could do bet- 
ter, than having them think, “OK, this is 
something we accept.” 

Even though the Badgers won at least 
nine games for the seventh time in the 
past 10 years, expectations are at an all- 
time high on the Madison campus. And 
that’s fine with Bielema, who helped raise 
the bar by going 12-1 in his first season. 

Bielema’s two-year record of 21-5 
matches Jim Tressel’s start at Ohio State 
and has been topped by just one other 
coach in Big Ten history, Michigan's 
Fielding Yost (22-0). 

“T’ve tried to put everything into per- 
spective for our players,” Bielema said. 

“What they have to realize is that we're 
at a different competitive level now and 
every play counts. I said, “You've got a 
chance to win every game youre in. You 


also have a chance to lose every one.’ The 


difference between winning and losing is 
so very small.” 

Thar fine line was evident in the spring 
when 27 players had to leave or miss a 
practice because of injury. Three defen- 
sive starters — tackle Jason Chapman and 
corners Allen Langford and Aaron Henry 
— were rehabbing from ACL surgery. 

Bielema, a former Iowa nose guard, 
jokingly talked about putting on the pads 
when eight defensive linemen were side- 
lined at one point. 

That included the starting front four of 
Chapman, Kirk DeCremer (back), Mike 
Newkirk (shoulder) and Matt Shaugh- 
nessy (broken leg). 

“Better to have this happen to us in 
April than August,” said Bielema, who was 
confident all his injured players would be 
available for preseason training camp. 

“T know this much: We absolutely have 
to be better defensively to match or ex- 
ceed last season’s record. And that’s our 
goal. Obviously, the development of our 


quarterback will also be key.” 


OFFENSE 


The Badgers will have a new quarter- 
back for the third consecutive season. 

But there’s no certainty on who will 
follow John Stocco and Tyler Donovan at 
the position. Will it be Allan Evridge or 
Dustin Sherer? 

“If you've got a second or third-year 
quarterback coming back,” coach Bret 
Bielema said, “you'd expect him to take 
over the game in certain phases. 

“But when youre dealing with a first- 
year starter at quarterback, you just want 
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him to manage the game.” 

Evridge, a fifth-year senior, has the most 
experience. He started six games at Kansas 
State in 2005. He saw little action last sea- 
son as Donovan's backup after transferring. 

“T always put high expectations on my- 
self,” said Evridge, who throws left-hand- 
ed. “This is my last go-around. There’s no 
tomorrow.” 

Sherer has spent three years in the Bad- 
ger program, attempting only three passes. 

On game days, he has been responsible 
for relaying plays from coordinator Paul 
Chryst in the press box to the quarter- 
backs on the field. 

Sherer thought about transferring for 
a while, but Chryst talked him out of it. 

Whoever ends up as the starter will be 
operating behind an experienced line led 


184 Linoy's Sports ANNUALS 


2007 stats: 200.8 ypg rushing (2nd in Big 10/21st in NCAA), 208.0 ypg passing (7th/72nd), 408.8 ypy total offense (Gth/46th), 28.5 ppg (6th/4ath) 
STARTER ‘YR. COMMENT ~BAGKUP/KEY DEPTH 
Allan Evridge Sr. Someone has to be assertive and win the job. Dustin Sherer, Jr. 
RB PJ. Hill* Jr. Needs to prove durability over the long haul. Zach Brown, So. 
FB Chris Pressley” Sr__ One of the few teams still using a blocking back. Bill Rentmeester, Sr 


WR Kyle Jefferson* So. Has to eliminate drops over the middle. Isaac Anderson, So. 

‘WR David Gilreath So, __ Just coming into his own as a receiver. Daven Jones, So, 

TE Travis Beckum* Sr___One of the toughest matchups in country. Garrett Graham, Jr. 

LT Gabe Carimi* So. __ Made his mark replacing Joe Thomas, Jake Bscherer, Jt | 
LG Andy Kemp* Sr. __ Has continued to improve each season. Jake Current, Fr. 

C John Moftit So. __ Making the transition from left guard, Bill Nagy, So. 

RG Kraig Urbik* Sr__Has started 39 straight at quard and tackle. J. Current, Fr/B. Nagy, So. 


‘RT _ Eric Vandenheuvel* Sr. 
*Returning Starter 


Makes up Hudson (Wis,) connection with Urbik. Josh Oglesby, Fr. 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 134.1 ypg rushing (6th in Big 10/42nd in NCAA), 222.5 ypy passing (5th/49th), 356.6 yng total defense (6th/38th), 23.2 ppy (6th/35th) 
POS. STARTER = YR, COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Matt Shaughnessy* Sr.__ Has led the D-line in tackles each of past twoyears. __ Dan Moore, Jr. 


DT Mike Newkirk* Sr. Former state wrestling champ plays with great effort. Jeff Stehle, Jr. 

DT _ Jason Chapman* Sr.__ Trying to bounce back after ACL surgery. Patrick Butrym, Fr. 

DE _ Kirk DeCremer So. Led team with 5.5 sacks last season. Dan Moore, Jr. 

‘LB Jonathan Casillas* Sr Returning captain and leading tackler. vaevery McFadden, Jr. 
LB Elijah Hodge* Jr___Limited mobility last year because of tender knees. Culmer St. Jean, So. 

LB DeAndre Levy* Sr. Big-play potential rushing off the edge. Blake Sorensen, So, 
CB Allen Langford” Sr__ Three-year starter coming off knee surgery. Mario Goins, Fr. 

CB Aaron Henry So, __ Started twice before blowing out knee in bowl practices. _ Niles Brinkley, So. 
$S__Jay Valai So. _ Big hitter who must get better in coverage. Aubrey Pleasant, Jr.* 

FS Shane Carter* Jf Led conference with seven interceptions. Chris Maragos, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 


by Kraig Urbik and featuring four return- 
ing starters and one part-time starter. 

The basic game plan won't deviate 
much, either. 

The Badgers will feed their tailbacks: 
PJ. Hill, Zach Brown, Lance Smith and 
John Clay. And they will also get the ball 
to their tight ends: Travis Beckum and 
Garrett Graham, who finished one-two 
on the team in receiving last season. 

A couple of wideouts, Kyle Jefferson and 
David Gilreath, will factor into the mix. 

“But we have to understand what we 
can do offensively,” Bielema said. “And it 
starts with running the ball.” 


DEFENSE 


The Badgers gave up at least 31 points 
in three of their first four Big Ten games 


in 2007, including consecutive losses at 
Illinois and Penn State. 

“We were kind of all over the place last 
year as a defense,” said outside linebacker 
Jonathan Casillas, the leading tackler. “And 
it kept us on an emotional roller coaster.” 
Nick 
Hayden and cornerback Jack Ikegwuonu, 
both NFL draft picks, will be a challenge 


for first-year coordinator Dave Doeren. 


Replacing defensive _ tackle 


“We have to figure out who we are a 
little bit,” Doeren said of a defense that 
was gutted in the spring by injuries. “But 
I want to be more aggressive.” 

Bielema is expecting better play at mid- 
dle linebacker (Elijah Hodge or Culmer 
St. Jean) and strong safety (Jay Valai or 
Aubrey Pleasant). 

He’s also counting on Casillas, who is a re- 
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BADGERS RECRUITING 2008 


Curt Phillips, QB 

Curt Phillips has the tools to help Wisconsin transition into a true 
dual-threat quarterback system. Phillips, a 6-3, 212-pounder, has a 
strong arm and could be the Badgers’ leader of the future. 


Joe Schater 

Schafer was a big early recruiting victory for the Badgers. They beat 
out Minnesota, Illinois, lowa and others for the 6-5, 265-pound offen- 
sive tackle. 


Tyler Westphal, DE 

A tough run stopper with a quick burst off the line of scrimmage, 
Westphal has a chance to be deadly against Big Ten offenses. He 
already has the size, too, at 6-6, 230 pounds. 


3 NELWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown School 


Eriks Briedis T ooo 6-5 263 Miami, FL Miami County Day 
Rated as the nation’s No. 67 defensive tackle by Rivals.com. 


Jake Byme rE ooo 6-5 240 Rogers, AR Rogers 
Rated as the No. 11 prospect in Arkansas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 40 
tight end. 


Kevin Claxton B Oooo 62 192 Lauderdale Lakes, FL Boyd Anderson 
Rated as the nation’s No. 50 safety tackle by Rivals.com. 


Marcus Cromartie DB OOO 6-0 159 Mansfield, TX Timberview 
Rated as the nation’s No. 43 cornerback tackle by Rivals.com. 


Jake Current ol ooo 6-3 270 Troy, OH Troy 
Rated as the No. 43 prospect in Ohio by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 59 
offensive guard. 


Zach Davison DE OG 6-4 219 Waukee, IA Waukee 
Rated as the No. 6 prospect in lowa by Rivals.com. 


Antonio Fenelus BB OO 5-9 170 Boca Raton, FL Boca Raton 
Seven interceptions and 159 tackles in his career...Chose Wisconsin over Florida 
Atlantic. 


Christopher Gamer OL OO 6-5 315 Augusta, WI Augusta 
First-team all-conference lineman as a junior and senior. 


Leonard Hubbard Bb ooo 6-2 225 Springfield, IL Sacred Heart Griffin 
Rated as the No. 14 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 28 
inside linebacker. 


Shelton Johnson «6s OB OO 6-0 167 Carrollton, TX Hebron 
First-team all-district as a senior. 


Dex Jones RB OOS 6-1 215 Lombard, IL Montini 
Rated as the No. 22 prospect in Illinois by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 50 
running back. 


Brendan Kelly DE OO°90 6-6 Eden Prairie, MN Holy Angels 
Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Minnesota by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 33 
strongside defensive end. 


Peter Konz ol oooo 6-6 285 Neenah, WI Neenah 
Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Wisconsin by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 30 
offensive tackle. 
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Committments 
Average Stars 


666006 
6OO606 


THE SLEEPER 


Shelton Johnson OO0606 


Johnson comes from one of the top | Total Stars 

programs in the Dallas-Fort Worth 

Metroplex. At 6-0, 167, he has the size (AEN EU ET Vata) BIG TEN: 5 

to match up with taller receivers. He 

was a nice steal from the Lone Star 2 009 NEEDS 

State. Linebacker sticks out as one of the biggest 
needs for the Badgers in 2009. UW only 
signed two last season and there are always 
quality linebacker prospects in the Midwest 
and Southeast, where it recruits the most. 
Another big interior defensive lineman or 
two would be nice, too. 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown School 


Anthony Mains DB oo9o 6-7 225 Naples, FL Golden Gate 
Rated as the No. 84 prospect in Florida by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 16 
weakside defensive end. ; 


Daniel Moore Tt ooo 6-2 290 Joliet, IL Joliet J.C. 
Rated as the No. 94 junior college prospect in America by Rivals.com. 


Bradley Nortman kK 600 6-3 210 Brookfield, WI Central 
Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Wisconsin by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 8 
kicker. 


Curt Phillips B® ooo°o 6-3 212 Kingsport, TN Sullivan South 
Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Tennessee by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 7 
dual-threat quarterback. 


Joe Schafer ol ooo 6-5 265 St. Paul, MN Cretin-Derham Hall 
Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Minnesota by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No, 37 
offensive tackle. 


Devin Smith BOOS 5-11 179 Coppell, 1X Coppell 
Recorded 40 tackles and five interceptions his senior season. 


Erik Smith RB OOO 5-11 185 Bolingbrook, IL 
Totaled 1,400 yards rushing and 13 touchdowns as a senior. 


Michael Taylor Bb Ooo 6-2 195 Ashwaubenon, WI Ashwaubenon 
Rated as the No. 6 prospect in Wisconsin by Rivals.com. 


Tyler Westphal DE ©OOC — 66 230 Menasha, WI Menasha 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Wisconsin...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 7 weakside defensive end. 


Ta. Williams WR OO 6-0 180 Kenosha, WI Bradford 
Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Wisconsin by Rivals.com. 


Kevin Zeitier ob ooo 6-4 279 Milwaukee, WI Wisconsin Lutheran 
Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Wisconsin by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 39 
offensive guard. 
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ISAAC ANDERSON 
TRAVIS BECKUM 
NILES BRINKLEY 
ZACH BROWN 
JAKE BSCHERER 
PATRICK BUTRYM 
JAKE BYRNE 
GABE CARIMI 
SHANE CARTER 
DAN CASCONE 
JONATHAN CASILLAS 
JASON CHAPMAN 
JOHN CLAY 

JAKE CURRENT 
BRAD DEBAUCHE 
KIRK DECREMER 
AARON EHLERS 
NATE EMANUEL 
ALLAN EVRIDGE 
MATT FISCHER 
RYAN FLASCH 
RICHARD GARNER 
DAVID GILREATH 
MARIO GOINS 
GARRETT GRAHAM 


JASPER GRIMES 
ADAM HAMPTON 
XAVIER HARRIS 


WILLIAM HARTMANN 
AARON HENRY 

PJ. HILL 

ELIJAH HODGE 
BRANDON HOEY 
TYLER HOLLAND 


TERRANCE JAMISON 
KYLE JEFFERSON 
DAVEN JONES 
KENNY JONES 
ANDY KEMP 
LANCE KENDRICKS 
RICHARD KIRTLEY 
ROB KORSLIN 

ERIC KOSSORIS 
BEN LANDGRAF 
ALLEN LANGFORD 
DEANDRE LEVY 
ANDREW LUKASKO. 
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PASSING 
T Donovan 
A, Evridge 


RUSHING 
ad. Hil 


Tackles: J 
Intercepti 
Sacks: K 


Minneapolis, MN 
Milwaukee 

St. Louis, MO 
Royal Palm, FL 
Sturgeon Bay 
New Berlin 
Rogers, AR 
Cottage Grove 
Troy, OH 
Newtown, CT 
New Brunswick, ND 
Bedford Heights, OH 
Racine 

Troy, OH 
Suamico 
Middleton 
Menasha 
Appleton 
Papillon, NE 
Appleton 
Germantown 
Pasadena, CA 
New Hope, MN 


Copperas Cove, TX 


CHRIS MARAGOS 
BRIAN MCCULLISS 
JAEVERY MCFADDEN 
TONY MEGNA 

OTIS MERRILL 
EVAN MILLARD 
JOHN MOFFITT 
PRINCE MOODY 
DANIEL MOORE 
MAURICE MOORE 
BILL NAGY 
JOSHUA NEAL 
JOSH NETTLES 
MIKE NEWKIRK 
LOUIS NZEGWU 
CHUKWUMA OFFOR 


HomeTown 

Racine 

Denver, CO 

Riviera Beach, FL 
Oak Creek 

Cleveland, OH 

Palm Beach Gardens, FL 
Guilford, CT 
Columbus, OH 
OFallon, IL 

Fort Worth, TX 
Hudson, OH 
Nashville, TN 
Defuniak Springs, FL 
Ladysmith 
Platteville 

Madison 


JOSH OGLESBY 
ZACH OPSAL 

DAVE PECK 

CURT PHILLIPS 
AUBREY PLEASANT 
ERIK PRATHER 
MIKE PREISLER 
CHRIS PRESSLEY 


Brick, ND 
Riviera Beach, FL 


Lancaster 


BILL RENTMEESTER 
CODY ROSE 
KEVIN ROUSE 


Milwaukee 
Verona 
Media, PA 
Kingsport, TN 
Flint, MI 

St. Joseph, IL 
Port Washington 
Woodbury, NO 
Beaver Dam 
Elmwood 
Yorkville, IL 


Ft, Lauderdale, FL 
Sheboygan 
Immokalee, FL 
East Elmhurst, NY 
St. Thomas, Virgin Islands 
Shoreview, MN 
Glen Ellyn, IL 
Riverdale, IL 
Cleveland, OH 
Cleveland, OH 
Delavan 

Menasha 
Milwaukee 

Crete, IL 
Brookfield 
Franklin 


New Berlin 


KIM ROYSTON 
O'BRIEN SCHOFIELD 
MATT SHAUGHNESSY 
DUSTIN SHERER 
LANCE SMITH-WILLIAMS 


BLAKE SORENSON 
CULMER ST. JEAN 
JAMES STALLONS 
JEFF STEHLE 


ELDAH THEUS 
BRAD THORSON 
SCOTT TOLZIEN 


NICK TOON 

MICKEY TURNER 
KRAIG URBIK 

JAY VALAI 

ERIC VANDENHEUVEL 


Minneapolis, MN 
Great Lakes, IL 
Norwich, CT 
Cicero, IN 
Warren, OH 
Eden Prairie, MN 
Naples, FL 
Macomb, MI 
Constantia, NY 
Sugarland, TX 
Mequon 

Rolling Meadows, IL 
Middleton 
Camdenton, MO 
Hudson 

Euless, TX 


Detroit, MI 


Milwaukee 


Tackes for loss: J 


PHILIP WELCH 
KYLE WOJITA 
DREW WOODWARD 


Hudson 
Fort Collins, CO 
Madison 


Appleton 


fter briefly considering entering the NFL 
Draft, tight end Travis Beckum elected to 
return for his senior year. 

“I’m definitely happy with the decision,” said 
Beckum, who needs 67 receptions to become the 
school’s all-time leading receiver. 

“I love playing football, especially college 
football. And I saw myself as being able to get 
bigger and better.” 

Last season, Beckum had 75 catches and more 
receiving yards (982) than any tight end in college 
football. He played up to the competition, too. 

Beckum caught 11 passes for 166 yards 
against Illinois, and he had nine catches for 140 
yards against Ohio State. 

“I like having things put on my shoulders,” 
he said. “I want to be the guy who people 
depend on.” 

¢ Quarterback Allan Evridge was born in 
Frankfurt, Germany. His dad, James, was an Air 
Force man, and the family has also lived in 
Washington, D.C., California, Colorado and 
Montana. The current Evridge mailing address is 
Papillon, Neb., which is just outside of Omaha. 

¢ Coach Bret Bielema has some new faces on 
his staff with the addition of Charlie Partridge 
(defensive line) and Joe Rudolph (tight ends). 
Rudolph was a starting guard on the UW's 1993 
Big Ten title team. 

DelVaughn Alexander has been retained for 
another year as the receiver coach in the 
absence of Henry Mason, who's recovering from 
a spinal cord injury. 

¢ On the second-to-last spring practice, the 
Badgers had a major setback when their best 
defensive end, Matt Shaughnessy, broke the 
fibula in his right leg. 

“Could have been worse,” said Bielema, who 
expects Shaughnessy to be ready for fall camp. 

* Reserve defensive tackle Kenny Jones was 
forced to miss a spring practice because of a 
concert conflict. Jones plays the stand-up string 
bass in the UW symphony orchestra. Jones is 
making a switch from the offensive Line. 

© Only nine programs have more victories than 
Wisconsin (21) in the past two seasons. They are 
Boise State, Hawaii, LSU and Ohio State with 23, 
and West Virginia, BYU, USC, Oklahoma and 
Mone with 22, 


(8-4, 5-3) =m 
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Photo by: Joe Robbins 


Shane C. ‘arter 


turning captain, and outside linebacker De- 
Andre Levy to be among the senior leaders 
and playmakers. Levy has made 26 starts. 
“The bottom line,” Bielema said of at- 
tacking offenses, “is that you have to ap- 
ply pressure on the quarterback without 
bringing pressure, and that comes with 


a four-man rush.” 


The Badgers should be solid up front 
if Kirk DeCremer, Mike Newkirk, Jason 
Chapman and Matt Shaughnessy all re- 
turn to full strength. Shaugnessy was the 
team’s defensive MVP a year ago. 

O’Brien Schofield, Jeff Stehle, Patrick 
Butrym, Louis Nzegwu and Dan Moore 
should provide much needed depth. 
Moore, a junior college transfer, injured 
his knee in the spring. 

The secondary will revolve around free 
safety Shane Carter, who led the Big Ten 
with seven interceptions, and the healthy 
return of Allen Langford and Aaron Hen- 
ry on the corners. 

Pushing for playing time will be safe- 
ty Chris Maragos, a Western Michigan 
transfer, along with Mario Goins, Niles 
Brinkley and Otis Merrill. 

“There are two ways to be aggressive,” 
said Bielema, developing a theme. “You 
can bring pressure on blitzes. Or you can 
bring pressure by the way you play. We'll 
probably be a mixture of both.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The kicking game looms as a poten- 
tial trouble area with the loss of four-year 
punter Kenny DeBauche and three-year 
placekicker Taylor Mehlhaff. 

DeBauche finished second in school 
history behind Kevin Stemke in punting 
average (42.5 yards) and third in attempts 
(231) and yardage (8,815 yards). 

DeBauche’s younger brother, Brad, was 
the punter in the spring. But incoming 
freshman Brad Nortman is expected to 


take over the job in the fall. 


Wisconsin's Winning Trend 1998-2007 


) ... Sat out spring after shoulder surgery. 


| freshman. :.. 


) yards (967) in a season and 


| Outback Bowl. 


& 


ax< 


me BEST 
BRIGHTEST 


~ MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


TE Travis Beckum 

Has 136 catches in the past 
two. seasons, trailing only 
Brandon Williams (202) and 
Lee Evans (175) on the 
school’s career list. ... He is a 
converted linebacker and 
defensive end. ... Averaged 


| 5.8 receptions per game last 
| season. ... His 982 receiving 
| yards last year were fourth 


most.in UW history. ... Had 21 

combined catches in back-to-back games against 
Michigan State and Illinois. ... Walter Camp first- 
team All-American. ... Finalist for Mackey Award. 


EMERGING STAR 


WR David Gilreath 
Exploded onto scene as a 
) kick return specialist as true 


Set school 
records for kickoff return 


in a game (189). ... Had 
60-yard kickoff return - 
against Tennessee in the 
... Had 226 
return yards _ against 
Minnesota, including 56-yard 
punt return. ... Had school record 189 kickoff 
teturn yards against Michigan State. ... First true — 
freshman to eam Big Ten Player of the Week 
recognition since Ron Dayne. 


TOP NEWCOMER 


DL Dan Moore - 

Junior college transfer | 
artived in the spring, and 
while he won't be expected 
to crack the starting lineup, 
he should provide key depth 
at the end spots. .... He's 
part of a solid group of new | 
defensive linemen for the 
Badgers. ... Can also play 
inside. ... Rated the 94th- 
best junior college player in 
the country by Rivals.com. ... Had eight sacks 
last season at Joliet (Ill.)Junior College. 
... Originally attended Eastern Illinois. 
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It’s More About 
Health Than Stats 


Numbers don’t carry much weight with 
junior tailback P.J. Hill. 

“My freshman year,” Hill said, “I didn’t 
even know how many yards I had.” 

For the record, Hill’s 1,569 rushing yards 
as a freshman led the Big Ten and ranked 
No. 8 nationally in 2006. 

Not bad considering he rushed for more 
than 100 yards just once in the final five 
games because of a late-season injury. 

“I'm really not someone who looks at 
stats,” Hill reiterated. “When the ball is in 
my hands, I just try to run hard and get as 
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Player Profile 


much yardage as I can.” 

Last season, there was a little bit of a 
drop-off in the numbers; Hill rushed for 
1,236 yards. 

Still not bad considering Hill missed two 
full games and most of a third in November 
because of a groin injury. 

He shrugs when his name is mentioned 
in the same breath as former UW tailbacks 
Ron Dayne and Anthony Davis. 

Yet, they are the only three backs in 
school history to rush for more than 1,000 
yards in each of their first two seasons. 

You are left to wonder how much Hill 
could accomplish if he could stay healthy 
for a full season. He wonders, too. 

Hill pointed out that he felt like the 
“normal P.J.” after rushing for 132 yards in 
last season’s Outback Bowl. And he wants 
to use that effort as a springboard into 
2008. So, who's the “normal P.J.” Hill? 

“I'm very physical; I’m very energetic 
and I'm very passionate about the game,” 
he said. “That's who I am. I want to play 
every down hard, every minute of the clock 
hard.” 

In 24 career games, Hill has rushed for 
more than 100 yards 14 times and scored 
29 touchdowns. “I can smell the end zone 
sometimes,” he said. 

The competition should keep all of his 
senses sharp, especially since the Badgers 
are blessed with skill and depth. 

When Hill was sidelined, Zach Brown 
rushed for 421 yards over the final three 
regular-season games. That included 250 
yards at Minnesota. 

Lance Smith had some of the team’s lon- 
gest runs despite being limited to home 
games due to school sanctions relating to 
an off-the-field incident. 

John Clay, meanwhile, has stirred the 
most offseason interest with his power and 
sparkling prep resume. 

“I’m just about winning,” said Hill, wel- 
coming the competition. “It's motivation 
for all of us to work harder.” 


Mehlhaff, the school’s second-leading all- 
time scorer, converted on 21 of 25 field goal 
attempts last season. He led the Big Ten in 
touchbacks each of the past two seasons. 

Philip Welch and Matt Fischer will 
share the burden of replacing Mehlhaff. 

David Gilreath is a dangerous return 
specialist. He led the Big Ten in punt re- 
turn average (14.0 yards). 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


The Badgers could be facing an ambush 
at Fresno State — they will be the first 
Big Ten team to play at Bulldog Stadium 
— but the nonconference home dates are 
win-column-friendly. 

By contrast, the Badgers will travel to Mich- 
igan for their Big Ten opener before drawing 
Ohio State and Penn State in back-to-back 
night games at Camp Randall Stadium. 

Wisconsin has won 20 of its past 21 
under the lights. 

“I know this much,” Bielema said, “the 
later the crowd is getting into Camp Ran- 
dall, the louder they get.” 

Bielema has yet to lose a home game 
and the current 14-game home winning 
streak is the UW’s longest since 1903. 

— Mike Lucas 
ToT eR ONT 
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By Jett Reynolds 


COACH: Tom Amstutz — At Toledo and overall: 55-22, 
8 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Chris Hedden 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Tim Rose 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 2004 

LAST BOWL: 2005, GMAC 

RETURNING STARTERS: 14; 6 offense, 7 defense, kicker 
PLAYERS 10 WATCH: Ss Barry Church, RB DaJuane 
Collins, WR Stephen Williams, QB Aaron Opelt, 

LB Archie Donald, WR Nick Moore, PK Aaron Steigerwald 
PRIMARY STRENGTHS; The dynamic offense might 

not have peaked last season. With any advancement 
by a young offensive line, Toledo will move the ball 
and score at will. There are stars in the making on 
defense, led by Barry Church. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: A defense that allowed 

39.2 points per game has to make a big jump in 
improvement. Both lines could get pushed around. 

If RB DaJuane Collins can’t pick up the slack or QB 
Alex Opelt takes a step back, can Toledo still scare 
defenses? 


Rockets In A Box 


OFFENSE 

Toledo can score in bunches and, if Aaron 
Opelt progresses as he did in the spring, the 
Rockets could be prolific. 

Standout receivers Stephen Williams and Nick 
Moore, and junior running back DaJuane Collins 
have All-MAC ability. And if Opele steadies an offense 
striving for greater balance with former position coach 
Chris Hedden now calling plays, last season’s top 20 
ranking in total offense could be repeated. 

Opele isn’t a finished product. He showed steady 
improvement playing in nine games last season. He 
threw only one interception in his last 86 attempts, 
a four-game span over which Toledo went 3-1. 

He has a security blanket in the 6-5 Williams, 
who was unstoppable in stretches of 2007, including 
games in which he had nine and 15 catches. Williams 
had at least 150 receiving yards in a game three times, 
finishing with 73 catches for 1,169 yards. 

The fear with the offense is that an unproven 
front five will stunt Opelt’s growth. Redshirt 
freshman Mike VanDerMeulen has the big task of 
replacing John Greco at left tackle. 

Collins will be called upon to make plays as he 
steps in for stud runner Jalen Parmele. Collins has 
only 146 career carries — never more than 15 ina 
game — but scored once every 15 carries through 
his sophomore season. 


There’s little proven depth behind Collins. 


2008 Schedule 


2007 Results 


—_——— 


DEFENSE 

The line is considered a weak link on this side of 
the ball, too. Toledo was one of the nation’s worst 
against the run and in total defense last season. 

The answer could be plugging in old faces in 
familiar places. 

Linebacker Archie Donald, a part-time starter 
in 2006, returns after missing last season due to 
academics. Two more former starters — free safety 
Tyrrell Herbert and end Sean Williamson return to 
starting roles after missing ‘07 because of injuries. 
All three should make heavy contributions. 

Cornerback Desmond Marrow had a promis- 
ing spring, and the 6-3 sophomore will anchor the 
secondary alongside strong safety Barry Church, 
a junior three-year starter with an NFL future. 

Defensive tackle Maurice Hill showed well 
in the spring after shedding about 20 pounds. 
Linebackers Derrick Summers and Terrell Willis 
converted to defensive end in the spring as the 
coaches sought more push off the edge. 

Another end, junior college transfer Albertson 
Alexandre, stood out in April practices, which is 
a positive sign for a team that had only nine 
sacks in ‘07. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Brett Kern was an exceptional punter (46. 1-yard 
average as a senior) and held on placement kicks. 
The transition to a new holder is concern, but 
Junior Alex Steigerwald, who didn’t miss a field 
goal in ‘07, should remain one of the top kickers 
in the conference. 

Toledo was in the bottom in the conference in 
kickoff returns last season (18.9 per runback). The 
Rockets will miss Jalen Parmele and his 28-yard 
return average. 

Blocking and coverage teams (33.1 yards per 
kickoff return) have been subpar. 

OVERVIEW 

MAC favorites Central Michigan and Ball State 
come to the Glass Bowl this season, giving Toledo 
the chance to make a mark in the division race. To 
win the West, the Rockets need everything to click 
on defense and a few minor miracles on offense. 


2007 Rankings 


on 


r- 


Sept. 6 at Arizona (5-7, 3-5) OFFENSE PERGAME RANK 
Sept.13 at Eastern Michigan © L PURDUE 24-52 | Scoring 92.9 31 
Sept.20_- FRESNO STATE P el Michigan Ge see gia i 
i a js 

a es Stone W. IOWA STATE 36-35 ‘Total 448.4 20 
Pc ieee ae L WESTERN MICHIGAN 28-42 

Oct. 11 at Michigan W. LIBERTY 35-34 "DEFENSE PERGAME RANK 
“Oct. 18 at Northern Illinois | | at Buttato 33-43 Scoring 39.2 116 
CERES CENTRAL MICRIGANS Fw onto Ao40) eer vas deen ve 
Nov.5 atAkron WW NORTHERNILLINOIS 70-21 | Tomi rae ie 
Nov. 15 at Western Michigan © W EASTERNMICHIGAN 52-28 

Nov. 21 MIAMI (OH) — L_at Ball State 20-41 TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
Nov.28  BOWLINGGREEN | L atBowlingGreen 10-37 +1 +0.08 47 


Hterrrwetrect. 


Pos. Name 

QB Aaron Opelt* 6-25 5222 Ir: 
D.J. Lenehan 6-3 190 So. 

RB DaJuane Collins 5-10 216 or 
Adonis Thomas 5-10 170 Fr. 

WR Stephen Williams* 6-5 197 Jr 
Shane Hubbard 5-10 189 dr. 

WR Nick Moore* 6-4 192) Sr. 
Robin Bailey 6-5 205 dr. 


WR Tim Cortazzo 


Gordon Warner 


TE John Allen 


6-1 185 Fr. 
185 So. 
6-5 209 Sr. 


Tom Burzine 6-4 246 Jr, 
uT Mike VanDerMeulen 6-7 290 Fr, 
Shawn Glaser 6-8 328 Jr. 
LG Jared Dewalt* 6-4 318 Jr. 
Patrick Dawson 6-3 304 Sr. 
c Buster Garrett* 6-3 272 Jr. 
Levi George 6-1 302 __So. 
RG Kevin Kowalski* 6-4 270 = So. 
Devon McCreary 6-2 286 Fr, 
RT Chris Meenan 6-7 339° So, 
John Morookian 6-5 295 Fr. 
Defense 
Pos. Name Htr wt “el 
DE Sean Williamson 6-1 254 Sr. 
Albertson Alexandre 6-5 240 ‘So. 
oT Skylaar Constant* 6-4 270 dr. 
Joe Underwood 6-2 256 So. 
NT Maurice Hill 6-2 282 dr 
Nate Cole 6-2 300 ‘So. 
DE Derrick Summers 6-2 233 Jr. 
Alex Johnson* 6-2 240 __ So. 
LB Keith Forestal* 6-3 245 Sr, 
Beau Brudzinski 6-1 217 on 
LB Archie Donald 6-2 215 So. 
Uriah Akinmoju 6-2 190 Fr. 
cB Myshan Pettis* 5-11 175 So. 
Walter Atkins* 6-1 189 dr. 
CB Desmond Marrow 6-3 186 So. 
Greg Harris 6-0 192 So. 
ss Barry Church* 6-3 212 Jr. 
DreyLon Pree 6-2 200 So. 
RV Lester Richmond* 6-1 195 Jr. 
Joe Shuler 6-2 183 Jr. 
FS Tyrrell Herbert 6-2 193 Sr. 
Chris Murphy _ 62 166 or, 
Special Teams 
Pos. Name Ht. Wt. Cl. 
K Alex Steigerwald* 5-11 179 Jr 


I Bill Claus 


6-0 195 Fr. 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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NOTRE DAME 


Charlie Weis — At Notre Dame and over- — 
all: ee 3 years ; 


” 18; 9 offense, 8 defense, kicker ; 
TT sod tee ST) al tard eles 


PLAYERS TO WATCH ; 
0B Jimmy. Clausen, RB Robert Hughes, ; 
WR Duval Kamara, OT Sam Young, — 


NT Jan Williams, LB Maurice Crum Jr., 
CB | Terrail Lambert, $ David Ertan if 


" Sophomores Jimmy € 

Hughes and Duval Kamara ries Tee a full. 
season and spring to grow and learn and 
become comfortable with Notre Dame. 
‘The recouaty should « carry this team 
with three returning, starters anc a poten- 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS Ua 


‘Notre Dame's ‘wide receivers struggled last 
year. Blocking, too, can be an issue as the 
Tish: allowed 58 sacks in 2007. Depth on 
the defensive line could be tricky, 


Replacing the 112- 
"Trevor WS, ‘now with the Philadelphia 


~ DI Trevor Laws, TE John Carlson, 
; S Tom Zbikowski, C John Sullivan 


t 


~ With more experience and an easier 
schedule, Notre Dame should be better 
_ than last year. A winning season isn’t out: 
of the realm of possibility, setting up a 

- potential return to elite status in 2009 if 
_ quarterback Jimmy Clausen and other 
layers from highly. rated recruit- 
ASSES. conbinns to improve; 


190 Linoy's Sports ANNUALS 


FIGHTING /RISH NOTRE 


NOTRE DAME 


DAME FIGHT 


TING 


IRISH NOTRE 


Fighting Irish Won't Pull Any Punches This Season 


David Grimes noticed a change be- 
fore spring football even started at Notre 
Dame. When the senior wide receiver 
lined up against the defense in practice 
passing situations organized by the play- 
ers, trash-talking started. Tempers flared. 

In a practice in the middle of a harsh 
South Bend winter, Grimes saw more 
emotion from the players than they had 
displayed through much of a 2007 season 
in which they went 3-9, one of the worst 
years in school history. 

“Itd be offense versus defense, corners 
and receivers,” Grimes said. “We were ex- 
cited, definitely excited. We had a bitter 
taste in our mouth, and guys were excited 
about that.” 

More than anything, trying to erase the 
stench of that season seemed to be on the 
minds of everyone within the program, 
from head coach Charlie Weis down. 

The coach's strategy was simple: Teach his 
players confidence by giving them opportu- 
nities to make plays. From there, the swag- 
ger most top teams play with might start to 
return. If his players didn’t have confidence, 
improvement would be tougher to attain. 

Weis saw the emotion he desired in 
the spring game. In front of more than 
30,000 fans, Notre Dame players fought 
each other after a Harrison Smith intercep- 
tion became a touchdown. Weis called it a 
teaching moment. It also became the most 
visible signs of Weis’ plan progressing. 

“If you're trying to change the mental- 
ity, and trying to get them to have some 
fun out there ... there’s got to be some 
give-and-take,” Weis said. 


“You have to be able to make sure you 
know the difference between enjoying 
yourself and partying out there, and hay- 
ing some fun and doing something that’s 
not very smart.” 

The emotion, though, is coming. And 
with Notre Dame opening with four of 
its first five games at home, it likely won't 
take long to see if this Irish team plays 
with more of it, and if that translates to 
more wins and more instinctual play. 

“A lot of times we sat around and wait- 
ed for things to happen (last year) instead 
of us making stuff happen,” said fifth- 
year senior linebacker Maurice Crum Jr. 
“When something did happen, I think if 
we did get more excited and show more 
energy, we would have had more momen- 
tum on our side.” 

That's exactly what Weis is looking for. 


OFFENSE 


Sophomore quarterback Jimmy Claus- 
en played hurt almost all of last season. 
He'll readily admit it now. 

The highly touted prospect played in 
10 games, starting nine, despite undergo- 
ing preseason elbow surgery. He complet- 
ed 138 of 245 passes for 1,254 yards, with 
seven touchdowns and six interceptions. 

A year older and now healthy, Clausen 
looks like the player he was expected to 
be coming out of Oaks Christian in West- 
lake Village, Calif. 

“Tt gives me a lot of confidence,” Clausen 
said. “Being at 100 percent is a lot different 
than being hurt. I just feel great right now.” 

His supporting cast will have to grow 
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Maurice Crum Jr. Photo by Ned Dishman/Getty Images 


Photo by: Jonathan Oaniel/Getty images 


Jimmy Clausen 


up with him. 

David Grimes returns as the team’s 
most experienced receiver, but he hasn't 
had more than 336 yards in a season. 
Sophomore Duval Kamara should start 
opposite Grimes after a rookie year in 
which he caught 32 passes for 357 yards 
and four touchdowns. 

The team’s most talented wide re- 
ceiver, though, might not have played a 
down yet. Freshman Michael Floyd from 
St. Paul, Minn., could push for immedi- 
ate playing time. 

The pressure on Clausen, though, 
should be minimized for multiple reasons. 
First, the actual pressure he faced avoiding 
sacks should be lessened because Notre 
Dame returns a more experienced line, 
led by junior offensive tackle Sam Young. 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 75.3 ypg rushing (115th in NCAA), 167.0 ypg passing (110th), 242.3 ypg total offense (119th), 16.4 ppg (116th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Jimmy Clausen* So. The top-rated prospects finally healthy. Evan Sharpley, Jr. 
RB Robert Hughes So. __ All three will play, but Hughes can be special. J. Aldridge, Jr.*/A. Allen, So. 


FB Asaph Schwapp* Sr. 
WR _ David Grimes* Sr. 


Luke Schmidt, Jr. 
R. Parris, Jr./M. Floyd, Fr. 


Considered more of a blocking back. 
Great hands but lacks height (he’s 5-10). 


WR Duval Kamara So. Became a big-play threat in bad season. G. West, Jr.“/G. Tate, So. 

TE Mike Ragone So. __Bulked up, became starter by default. W. Yeatman, Jr/K. Rudolph, Fr. 
LT Paul Duncan* Sr.__ Needs to protect Clausen’s blind side better. Matt Romine, So. 

LG Chris Stewart Jr. ___Has versatility and size to become a star. Mike Turkovich, Sr.” 

C _ Dan Wenger Jr. Starting now after two seasons as a backup. Thomas Bemenderfer, Sr. 

RG _ Eric Olsen* Jr. __ Split time in 2007, but is very athletic. Andrew Nuss, So. 

RT Sam Young* Jr. __ 25 starts in two years, most experienced OL. Taylor Dever, So. 

*Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 195.4 ypg rushing (96th in NCAA); 161.6 ypg passing (2nd), 357.0 ypg total defense (39th), 28.8 ppg (72nd) 
POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE Morrice Richardson Jt. Needs to help replace production of Trevor Laws. Sean Cwynar, Fr. 

NT lan Williams So. Freshman All-American last year. Pat Kuntz, Sr.* 

DE Emeka Nwankwo So. __Emerged in spring as starter after not playing in‘07.__Justin Brown, Sr.* 

LB Brian Smith So. Has chance to become Irish's next great LB. Scott Smith, Sr. 

LB Toryan Smith Jr. Has played two seasons, mostly as a reserve. Kevin Washington, Sr. 


LB Maurice Crum Jr.” Sr.___Leader of defense as three-year starter. Steve Quinn, Sr. 

LB _Kerry Neal* So. _Teams with Brian Smith as emerging OLB threats. John Ryan, Jr.” 

CB Darrin Walls* Jr. Can become a shut-down man-to-man corer. Gary Gray, So. 

CB Terrail Lambert* Sr.__ Fifth-year senior is two-year starter. Raeshon McNeil, Jr. 

SS ___ Kyle McCarthy Sr. _ Needs to replace production, flair of Tom Zbikowski.  H. Smith, So/S. Brown, Jr. 
FS __David Bruton* Sr.__ Is the most NFL-ready player on ND roster. Jashaad Gaines, Jr. 
*Returning Starter 


The group allowed a Notre Dame-record 
58 sacks in 2007. 

Weis made practices more physical to 
prepare his linemen for the fall. 

The pressure should also lessen because 
the Irish figure to have three talented tail- 
backs. Junior James Aldridge has the most 
experience; sophomore Armando Allen is 
a change-of-pace back; sophomore Robert 
Hughes might be the complete player. 

“The best thing about it is you're not 
worrying about who is first,” Weis said. 
“They're all going to end up playing, and 
they all know it.” 


DEFENSE 


Notre Dame hired defensive guru Jon 
Tenuta as an assistant head coach/lineback- 
ers coach to replace the retired Bill Lewis. 


What would seem like a potentially prick- 
ly situation ended up working well because 
Tenuta gives coordinator Corwin Brown, 
who called plays for the first time last year, 
an experienced voice to rely on for advice. 

“I’m an aggressive, attacking guy ... 
and Corwin is, too, so we're going to at- 
tack,” Tenuta said. “We're going to make 
things happen.” 

Tenuta’s attitude and penchant for blitz- 
ing at every opportunity was evident in the 
spring. He gets to work with a defense that 
has improved each year in Weis’ tenure. 

“Ic was a different game plan, a different 
type of mentality throughout the whole 
defense,” senior safety David Bruton said. 
“In particular, the linebacking corps is 
a lot more aggressive.” 


Notre Dame's defensive strengths are its 
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Michael Floyd, WR oS Committments 
Notre Dame and quarterback Jimmy Clausen need help on offense Average Stars 
bad, and help is on the way in the form of Floyd, a five-star receiver 
from Minnesota. Floyd dominated in everything he did in high school Ww © © hr) ir) hr) 
and should be the type of player that gives the Irish some immediate UW er) Wr) ir) Wr) Wr) 
firepower on offense. He should be the next great Notre Dame iy 
receiver and help Clausen develop a go-to target. £ 
J Kyle Rudolph, TE Dan McCarthy, DB © © te) © © 


Charlie Weis’ offense is much better when there's a tight end that can 
open things up in the middle, and that’s the type of player Rudolph 
™ can be. Ranked as a five-star tight end and the best at his position, 
he’s not only a solid blocker, but has some of the best hands of any 
=) skill position guy in the class of 2008. 


Trevor Robinson, OL 

Robinson dominated in the U.S. Army All-America Bowl, proving he 
was one of the best linemen in the nation. He's mean, nasty and leader of the top high school team in 
tough, which is a great combination for a line prospect. He arrived on Ohio, dominating at quarterback. He 
campus early in South Bend and could challenge for early playing time —_ will play defensive back in college and 


It's hard to call any four-star prospect 
a true sleeper, but maybe the most 
under-talked about and overlooked 
player in the Irish class was McCarthy. 
He was well on his way to another 
amazing season in 2007, but an injury 
put him on the shelf for the remainder 
of the season. Regardless, he was the 


Total Stars 
National Rank: 2 


2009 NEEDS 


Even though Notre Dame landed five-star 
quarterback Dayne Crist in the 2008 class, 
more depth is needed at quarterback because 
there isn't anybody behind Clausen and Crist. 
Floyd was a nice addition at receiver, but more 
speed is needed if the Irish plan to get the 


3 NEWCOMERS OF IMP ACT 


as a freshman. 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt. Hometown School 
Robert Blanton DB Oooo 6-1 177 Matthews, NC Butler 
Rated as the No. 7 prospect in North Carolina by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 22 safety. 


Braxston Cave 0 ©0090 — 6-4 295 Mishawaka, IN Penn 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Indiana...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 4 center. 


Lane Clelland ob ooo°0 6-5 270 Owings Mills, MD McDonogh 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 5 prospect in Maryland...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 19 offensive tackle. 


Dayne Crist QB ©O8OOO 6-5 228 Sherman Oaks, CA Notre Dame 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 4 prospect in California...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 2 pro-style quarterback. 


Sean Cwynar T oo0°0 6-4 284 Woodstock, IL Marian Central Catholic 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Illinois...Rated as the nation's 
No. 12 defensive tackle. 

TE OCOO 


Joseph Faurla 68 Encino, CA Crespi 


Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No, 24 prospect in California...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 7 tight end. 


Steven Filer IB Oooo 6-3 220 Chicago, IL Mt. Carmel 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Iilinois...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 8 inside linebacker. 


Darius Fleming BB Oooo 6-3 230 Chicago, IL St Rita 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Illinois...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 8 outside linebacker. 


Michael Floyd WR O©GOOO 6-3 195 SL Paul, MN Cretin-Derham 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Minnesota...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 6 wide receiver. 


Mike Golic oh ooo 6-5 260 West Hartford, CT Northwest Catholic 
Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Connecticut by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 8 
center. 


John Goodman WR OOO 6-4 192 Fort Wayne, IN Bishop Dwenger 
Rated as the No. 3 prospect in Indiana by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 51 
wide receiver. 


be the future quarterback of the Irish 
defense. 


Offense rolling in the future. Linebacker 
becomes the major priority on the defensive 
side of the ball in the 2009 class. 


Pos. Stars Ht. Wt Hometown School 
Jonas Gray RB OOOO — 540 213 Detroit, MI Country Day 


Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 4 prospect in Michigan...Rated as the nation's 
No. 4 running back. 


Ethan Johnson DE OOOO — &4 266 Portland, OR Lincoln 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 1 prospect in Oregon...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 2 strongside defensive end. 


Kapron Lewis-Moore DE OOOO 6-4 225 Weatherford, TX Weatherford 
Rated as the No. 33 prospect in Texas by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 13 
strongside defensive end. 


Dan McCarthy BB OOoO 6-2 190 Youngstown, OH Cardinal Mooney 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 12 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation's 
No. 14 safety. 


Anthony McDonald 1B GOOO 6-3 220 Sherman Oaks, CA Notre Dame 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 31 prospect in California. ..Rated as the nation's 
No. 11 inside linebacker. 


6-1 300 Louisville, KY Pleasure Ridge Park 


Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Kentucky by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s No. 22 
defensive tackle. 


David Posluszny BB OOo 6-0 206 Aliquippa , PA Hopewell 
Rated as the No. 22 prospect in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 34 outside linebacker. 


Trevor Robinson 0% OOOO = 66 304 Omaha, NE Elkhom 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Nebraska...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 1 offensive guard. 


Kyle Rudolph TE ©GO060 646 229 Cincinnati, OH Elder 
Rivals100 selection...Rated as the No. 2 prospect in Ohio...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 1 tight end. 


Jamoris Slaughter DB GOGO — 61 185 Stone Mountain, GA Tucker 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 14 prospect in Georgia...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 13 safety. 


Delon Walker WR OOOO 6-4 186 Christchurch, VA Christchurch School 
Rivals250 selection...Rated as the No. 7 prospect in Virginia...Rated as the nation’s 
No. 25 wide receiver. 
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ae 


JAMES ALDRIDGE 
ARMANDO ALLEN, JR. 
MIKE ANELLO 
CHRIS BATHON 
THOMAS BEMENDERFER 
KEVIN BROOKS 
JUSTIN BROWN 
SERGIO BROWN 
DAVID BRUTON 

TOM BURKE 

RYAN BURKHART 
BRIAN CASTELLO 
JIMMY CLAUSEN 
BRIAN COUGHLIN 
MAURICE CRUM, JR. 
SEAN CWYNAR 
TAYLOR DEVER 
PAUL DUNCAN 

BILL FLAVIN 

DAN FRANCO 
JASHAAD GAINES 
BARRY GALLUP, JR. 
MICHAEL GARCIA 
LEONARD GORDON 
GARY GRAY 

DAVID GRIMES 
CHRISTOPHER GURRIES 
RAY HERRING 

D.). HORD 

ROBERT HUGHES 
DORIAN INZUNZA 
RICHARD JACKSON 
DUVAL KAMARA 
PAUL KUPPICH 
TERRAIL LAMBERT 
JOHN LEONIS 

NICK LEZYNSKI 
ERIC MAUST 

KYLE MCCARTHY 
RAESHON MCNEIL 


PADDY MULLEN 


Individual Stats 


Pos, Ciass 


Hometown 
Crown Point 

Opa Locka, FL 
Orland Park, IL 
Flesantville, NY 
Mishawaka 
Thousand Oaks, CA 
Clinton, MD 


Maywood, IL 


Miamisburg, OH 


New City, NY 
Wakarusa 
Pittsburgh, PA 
Westlake Village, CA 
Oak Lawn, IL 
Riverview, FL 
Woodstock, IL 
Grass Valley, CA 
Dallas, GA 
Darien, IL 
Granger 

Las Vegas, NV 
Wellesley, MA 
Colorado Springs, CO 
Clarksville, TN 
Columbia, SC 
Detroit, MI 

Reno, NV 
Melbourne, FL 
Lee’s Summit, MO 
Chicago, IL 
Indio, CA 
Clermont, FL 


Hoboken, NJ 


Sacks: |. Laws 
Tackes for los 


Westerville, OH 
Oxnard, CA 
Medford, OR 
Newton, PA 
Roswell, GA 
Youngstown, OH 
Cooleemee, NC 


St. Louis, MO 


No. NAME 
AARON NAGEL 
MIKE NARVAEZ 
KERRY NEAL 
ERAS NOEL 
ANDREW NUSS 
EMEKA NWANKWO 
ERIC OLSEN 
ROBBY PARRIS 
STEVE PASKORZ 
KRIS PATTERSON 
STEVE QUINN 
MARTIN QUINTANA 
MIKE RAGONE 
MORRICE RICHARDSON 
TREVOR ROBINSON 
NIKOLAS RODRIGUEZ 
MATT ROMINE 
JOHN RYAN 
LUKE SCHMIDT 
ASAPH SCHWAPP 
EVAN SHARPLEY 
BRIAN SMITH 
HARRISON SMITH 
KEVIN SMITH 
SCOTT SMITH 
TORYAN SMITH 
CHRIS STEWART 
GOLDEN TATE 
JEFF TISAK 
MICHAEL TURKOVICH 
JOE VITTORIA 
SAM VOS 
RALLEN WADE 
BRANDON WALKER 
DARRIN WALLS 
KEVIN WASHINGTON 
DAN WENGER 
GEORGE WEST, JR. 
IAN WILLIAMS 


SAM YOUNG 


HOMETOWN 
Lemont, IL 
Ridgewood, NJ 
Bunn, NC 
Palmdale, CA 
Ashbum, VA 
Miramar, FL 
Staten Island, NY 
Olmsted Falls, OH 
Allison Park, PA 
Seattle, WA 
Cherry Hill, NJ 
Berwyn, IL 
Cherry Hill, NJ 
College Park, GA 
Elkhorn, NE 

San Antonio, TX 
Tulsa, OK 
Westlake, OH 
Jasper 

Hartford, CT 
Marshall, MI 
Overland Park, KS 
Knoxville, TN 
Gainesville, FL 
Hichiand Park, IL 
Rome, GA 
Spring, TK 
Hendersonville, TN 
Ambridge, PA 
Bedford, PA 


New Canaan, CT 


Burlington, WI 
Cincinnati, OH 
Findlay, OH 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Sugar Land, TX 

Coral Springs, FL 
Spencer, OK 
Altamonte Springs, FL 


Coral Springs, FL 


Long Avg/6 
43 42.1 


Results 


i woTesook. — 


harlie Weis and Michael Haywood were driving 

to a recruiting visit earlier this year when Weis 
dropped some news no one would have expected. 

Weis, whose biggest strength has always been 
considered play-calling, would relinquish the 
duties to Haywood. 

“When I first said that this is the direction 
I might be heading, he was driving at the time,” 
Weis said. “And I was concerned.” 

Not that Haywood, a Notre Dame graduate 
with coaching stops at LSU and Texas, couldn't 
handle the duties. But rather that the revelation 
would cause Haywood to swerve off the road. 

Haywood handling the play-calling went as 
expected in the spring, Weis said. Haywood can 
add wrinkles and has Weis as a permanent 
sounding board, but both seem to be in tune 
with what the other wants. 

“If everything works out, they're calling the 
plays with input from the offensive staff and 
then with me interjecting, ‘Run it play-action,” 
Weis said. “Rather than sit there and say, ‘Here’s 
what we're doing.” 

© Two Notre Dame players missed the spring 
entirely — junior tight end Will Yeatman and 
senior defensive lineman Pat Kuntz. 

Kuntz didn’t enroll at the school for personal 
reasons. Yeatman was suspended from both the 
football and lacrosse teams — he’s an All- 
American caliber player in lacrosse — after 
a drunk-driving arrest in January. 

Weis, who isn’t able to say much about either 
incident, said he hopes both will be back for the 
2008 season. Both players were at the school’s 
spring game and hung around Notre Dame's 
spring practices. 

© Notre Dame set a date this spring with 
Arizona State for a neutral-site game to be held 
on Oct. 5, 2013. The game will be held at the new 
Dallas Cowboys stadium, scheduled for comple- 
tion in the summer of 2009, in Arlington, Texas. 

* Four ex-Notre Dame players were selected in 
the 2008 draft — tight end John Carlson, defen- 
sive lineman Trevor Laws, safety Tom Zbikowski 
and center John Sullivan. That gave the Irish 11 
drafted players in the past two years. 


at Michigan 
Michigan State 


at Purdue 
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James Aldridge 


linebackers and defensive backs. Bruton 
and fifth-year senior Terrail Lambert — 
along with a budding star in junior corner- 
back Darrin Walls — will lead a secondary 
that allowed 161.6 yards a game in the air. 

At linebacker, fifth-year senior Mau- 
rice Crum Jr. stays inside as the defensive 


captain and emotional core. Sophomore 


outside linebackers Kerry Neal and Brian 
Smith return after playing well as rookies 
in Brown's 3-4 scheme. 

The biggest question might be at de- 
fensive line, which is dealing with the 
graduation of defensive tackle Trevor 
Laws. The Irish will try to replace his 
production with a combination of 
sophomore Ian Williams at nose tack- 
le, and junior Morrice Richardson and 
sophomore Emeka Nwankwo at defen- 
sive end. 

Senior Justin Brown will provide 
depth, as will senior Pat Kuntz, a starter 
in 2007 who missed the spring because 
of personal reasons. 

“It’s definitely not where I want it,” de- 
fensive line coach Jappy Oliver said. “But 


we've made some tremendous progress.” 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Weis needed to find some way to im- 
prove his special teams from last season — 
a year when Notre Dame made less than 
half of its field goal attempts (six of 13), 
had zero touchbacks on kickoffs and aver- 
aged less than 10 yards per punt return. 

So Weis did two things. He named 
himself assistant special teams coach, and 
he traveled with special teams coach Brian 
Polian to Blacksburg, Va., to spend a day 
with Virginia Tech coach Frank Beamer, 
known as a special teams guru. 

They returned with more detailed at- 
tention to special teams that they hope 
will help sophomore Brandon Walker, 
who made six of 12 field goal attempts 


in 2007, and junior punter Eric Maust, 


Notre Dame's Winning Trend 1998-2007 


BEST & 
7 BRIGHTEST 


MOST VALUABLE PLAYER 


QB Jimmy Clausen 

| After a freshman year in 
_ which he was thrown around 
' stadiums like a rag doll, 
_ Clausen retums stronger and 
/ healthier than he has been 
since he arrived in South 
Bend in January 2007. ... 
_ Preseason elbow surgery 
hindered him throughout 
part of his rookie season, 
_ when he played in 10 games, 
"starting nine, and completing 138 of 245 passes 
for 1,254 yards, seven touchdowns and six inter- 

\ ceptions. ... Had six touchdowns and only one 
_ interception in the final three games. 


EMERGING STAR 


RB Robert Hughes 
Displayed his ability as a 
| feature back in the final two 
games of last season, gain- 
_ ing 110 yards on- 17. carries 
| against Duke, and 136 yards 
Son 18 carries against 
Stanford. ... Hughes, a soph- 
_ omore, will enter the season 
\ sharing carries with James 
Aldridge and Armando Allen. 
|... The 5-11, 238-pounder i 

| continued his emergence during the spring 
» game, gaining 100 yards on 22 carries and scor- 
ing a touchdown. 


TOP NELUCOMER 


WR Michael Floyd — 

The high school All- 
American caught 59 passes 
for 1,247 yards- and 17 
touchdowns as a senior in 
St. Paul, Minn. His junior 
year: 63 receptions for 1,240 
yards and 16 touchdowns. ... 
Floyd was rated the top_ 
player in Minnesota by 
Rivals.com and is considered 
to be someone who could 
start early this season for Notre Dame. ... The 
6-3, 200-pounder has impressive leaping ability 
and averaged more than 24 points a game in 
basketball as'a senior. 
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Player Profile 


’ A 
David Bruton 


Gunner Sets Sights 
On His Dual Roles 


He lines up and makes sure his feet are 
correct, setting in his mind the steps he’s 
planning to take as he darts downfield. Da- 
vid Bruton stares down his opponent, sees 
if he’s playing inside, outside, where his 
help might be coming from. 

Then, once the ball is snapped, Bruton 
goes. He picks up the double-team and 
makes his move — if his guy is playing 
him tight, he'll fake a cut inside and then 
burst outside. Bruton has done this for two 
seasons now and has become one of the 
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best special teams gunners in the country. 

“You're going to go against fast guys,” 
Bruton said. “You just have to think you're 
faster than them. Your advantage is that 
you're going forward and they are backped- 
aling or have to flip their hips. 

“It’s just (that) you got to be tough 
and know you can go out there and make 
plays.” 

Bruton specialized on special teams as 
a sophomore in 2006 and then last year 
as a junior. Bruton used his experience on 
the outside of special teams to prepare him 
for last season, when he replaced former 
Irish safety Chinedum Ndukwe, now with 
the Cincinnati Bengals. 

“He started making plays,” Notre Dame 
coach Charlie Weis said. 

“He was a skinny little kid, and then 
as he started to grow and started making 
some plays (at gunner), that started giv- 
ing him some more confidence. He started 
playing some safety, and next thing you 
know, they kind of meshed.” 

It’s a collaboration Bruton embraced. 
Having not started a game his first two 
years at Notre Dame, he needed something 
to rely on when he finally stepped on the 
field. So he looked to his prior experience. 

Bruton made 85 tackles in 2007, broke 
up three passes and intercepted three 
more. 

“Tt helped build my confidence up,” Bru- 
ton said. “Helped develop me as a player.” 

His special-teams prowess — Weis said 
Bruton will remain as a gunner his senior 
year — led to his dominance at safety. And 
the combination made Bruton the most 
NFL-ready of any guy in his class and pos- 
sibly of any player on Notre Dame's team. 

“Each year, he’s made a step to better his 
game,” said fifth-year senior linebacker Mau- 
rice Crum Jr. “He's identified his weaknesses, 
whatever they may be, and set his personal 
goals and reaches them every year. 

“He keeps getting better.” 


a walk-on who will enter his first season 
as a Starter. 

The Irish also must replace punt re- 
turner Tom Zbikowski, who is now with 
the Baltimore Ravens. Armando Allen, 
David Grimes, George West and Golden 


Tate are among the candidates. 


SCHEDULE ANALYSIS 


Notre Dame has four of its first five games 
at home, including an opening game against 
San Diego State, which went 4-8 last year. 

Four games stand out for various reasons. 

There’s a Sept. 13 home game against 
Michigan, which is remaking its offense 
under Rich Rodriguez. 

Traveling to Michigan State on Sept. 20 
will be a test, but the home team hasn't 
won in the series since 2000. 

An Oct. 25 game at Washington will 
be Ty Bowl II, as former Notre Dame 
coach Tyrone Willingham will face his old 
school in Seattle. 

The regular-season finale against USC 
on Nov. 29 is the marquee game on Notre 
Dame’s schedule — and the significance 
for Weis could depend on what kind of 
record the Irish bring into the game. 

—Michael Rothstein 


SCHEDULE 


‘Sept.6 SAN DIEGO STATE — 
“Sept.130 MICHIGAN ~ 
Sept. 20 at Michigan State — 
“ Sept. 27— PURDUE 
“Oct.4~=~—~*S*«STACNFORZD’S 
“Oct.11 at North Carolina 
“Oct. 25 at Washington 
“Nov.8 —at Boston College 


Nov. 15 vs. Navy (Baltimore, MD) 


inne Lo) Se ee ee i betas nthe en 
Nov. 22 


at USC 


_ Nov. 29 
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Brand new, beautiful waterfront, 3 bedroom, 3 bath, immaculately furnished and available for both long 
and short term rentals in Panama City Beach. 

A spacious, 1900 square foot unit, excluding balcony can sleep 8-10 which will be ideal for large or 
multi-families on vacation. An extremely open floor plan with floor to ceiling windows for incredible bay 
views. Master has king sized bed and adjacent jacuzzi bath. Additional sleeping arrangements include 2 
queen beds in second bedroom and 1 queen bed in third bedroom, both with private baths. Sofa in living 
area is a sleeper to accommodate extra guests. 

Fabulous wraparound balcony, comfortably furnished for indoor/outdoor living and with grill, is perfect 
for entertaining and provides 360 degree views of beautiful St Andrews bay and marina. This adjoining 
marina has slips available for lease. 

Condo features include fireplace, fully equipped kitchen with granite countertops and stainless steel 
appliances, 3 flat screen HDTV LCD televisions and DVD player and high speed internet access. Complete 
security and available conference room as well as an onsite state of the art fitness room and expansive pool 
area with hot tub. Conveniently located within 10 minutes or less of beautiful white sand beaches, fishing, 
boating; world-class golf, shopping, restaurants and all of the amusements that have made this area famous. 


FOR INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT ESTELLARAM@KNOLOGY.NET OR 
CALL 850-236-9988, 334-797-1701 or 205-871-1182 


AT A GLANCE 


5-7 overall, 3-4 Big East (T-5th) 


Dave Wannstedt — At Pitt and overall: 
16-19, 3 years 


RETURNING STARTERS 
17; 8 offense, 7 defense, kicker, punter 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 


WR Derek Kinder, TE Nate Byham, 
FB Conredge Collins, RB LeSean McCoy, 
DE Greg Romeus, MLB Scott McKillop, 
CB Aaron Berry, FS Eric Thatcher 


PRIMARY STRENGTHS 


Depth, experience and loads of speed — 
Wannstedt has recruited extremely well 
and this is the year it should begin to 
show up on game days. Pitt's defense 

should again be one of the most dominant 
units in the Big East, and the offense 

could be explosive, led by wonderful 
running back LeSean McCoy. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


All of that offensive skill won't mean a 
whole lot if the line can’t block anyone. 
Coming out of spring, there were still far 
more questions than answers at the posi- 
tion, and both tackle spots will be 
manned by inexperienced players. It could 
sink what should be a breakout season. 


OT Jeff Otah, OT Mike McGlynn, 
DE Joé Clermond, TE Darrell Strong 


This should be the season in which 

Wannstedt’s recruiting prowess finally 

pays off. It is hard to imagine this team 

won't get to at least eight wins and a 
bowl game. And given how strong the 

“defense should be, if the offense comes 
“together quickly, the Panthers could chal- 
} ren for the PH Fast title. 
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D* Wannstedt signed the best recruit- 
ing class in the Big East for the third 
consecutive season, but all of that recruiting 
success hasn't translated into wins. 
Wannstedt, entering his fourth season 


and still searching for his first winning 


record and bowl game, is running out of 


time ... but optimism in Pittsburgh is ex- 
tremely high. 

That's because Wannstedt’s recruiting 
should finally show up on the field, as the 
Panthers are loaded with quality depth at 
just about every position. 

The Panthers will have one of the na- 
tion’s best defenses (anchored by a strong 
line and All-American linebacker Scott 
McKillop) and one of the country’s top 
tailbacks in sophomore LeSean McCoy. 
They are built to control and win a lot 
of games. 

Also, a closer look at last season’s 5-7 
record reveals this — the Panthers were 
much closer to a breakthrough season 
than it appeared. Pitt dropped four heart- 
breakers (by a touchdown or less) that 
came down to one or two bad breaks, or 
plays that simply weren’t made, but might 
be this time around. 

The non-conference schedule isn’t 
overly taxing. The Panthers start the sea- 
son with three home games — Bowling 
Green, Buffalo and Iowa. Later, there are 
winnable road contests against Navy and 
Notre Dame. 

It all points to a big season for the Pan- 
thers, and if the offensive line, the lone 
question, comes together, the team will 


make a run at the Big East title. 


PITTSBURGH 


ro 
HERS ext) 


PITFSBURGH PANTHERS PITTSBURGH PANTHERS PITTSBURGH PANTHERS PI 


Pittsburgh was sidetracked last year 
when starting quarterback Bill Stull went 
down with a thumb injury in the first 
game. True freshman Pat Bostick settled 
in and became serviceable by the end of 
the season, but quarterback play cost the 
Panthers at least three early games. 

But Stull had a great spring and Bostick 
continued to improve, so the quarterback 
position is in good hands. New to the 
mix is ultra-athletic junior college transfer 
Greg Cross, who will direct some offen- 
sive packages each week that take advan- 
tage of his running talents. 

Questions on the line could threaten 
this season as only one starter — senior 
left guard C.J. Davis — returns to his 
same position. 

Sophomore left tackle Jason Pinkston 
missed most of last season with a shoulder 
injury, and junior right tackle Joe Thom- 
as played the past two seasons at guard. 
Junior college transfer Robb Houser will 
start at center, and junior right guard John 
Malecki is a converted defensive tackle. 

The unit is talented, but very inexpe- 
rienced. 

If the line performs well, the offense 
will be explosive because there is a wealth 
of talent at the skill positions. 

The receiving corps, led by sure-hand- 
ed senior Derek Kinder, returning from a 
medical redshirt, and ultra-athletic junior 
TJ. Porter goes at least six deep. Tight 
ends Dorin Dickerson and Nate Byham 
possess big-play capability. 

Sophomore LeSean McCoy emerged as 
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LeSean McCoy 


a big-time tailback — 1,328 yards and 14 
touchdowns — and the offense will again 
be built around his talents. Senior full- 
back Conredge Collins is considered one 


of the nation’s best at his position. 


DEFENSE 


Wannstedt believes strongly that great 
defenses must be anchored by great defen- 
sive lines, and his recruiting reflects that 
philosophy. 

The line is athletic and deep — starting 
with sophomore end Greg Romeus, who 
might be the team’s best athlete. Tackles 
Gus Mustakas, Mick Williams, Tommie 
Duhart and Rashaad Duncan give the 
Panthers their best rotation at the posi- 
tion since the 1980s. 

All three starting linebackers return, in- 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 141.4 ypg rushing (7th in Big East/71st in NCAA); 178.1 ypg passing (7th/104th); 319.5 ypg total offense (7th/108th); 22.8 ppg (7th/S1st) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
QB Bill Stull Jf. Missed Jast season with a thumb injury. Pat Bostick, So.* 

TB __LeSean McCoy” So. The Panthers best tailback since Dorsett. LaRod Stephens-Howling, Sr. 
FB Conredge Collins* Sr.___ One of the best fullbacks in the country. Shane Brooks, Jr. 
WR _ TJ. Porter* Jr__Has begun to realize enormous potential. Maurice Williams, So. 
WR Oderick Turner* Jr__ Abig-play guy striving for consistency. Derek Kinder, Sr. 

TE _Nate Byham* Jr. A great blocker, receiver and route runner. John Pelusi, Jr. 

‘LT _ Jason Pinkston So. __Lost last season to shoulder surgery. Chase Clowser, Sr. 
LG C.J. Davis* Sr. Has been a starter the past three seasons. John Fieger, Fr. 

C Robb Houser J Ajunior college transfer recruited to fill this need. _ John Bachman, Jr. 
RG John Malecki Jr. Aconverted defensive tackle with great feet. Dominic Williams, Jr. 
RT __ Joe Thomas* Jr___ Played his first two seasons at guard. Jordan Gibbs, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2006 stats: 130.4 ypg rushing (3rd in Big East/33rd in NCAA), 167.2 ypg passing (1st/3rd), 287.7 ypg total defense (1st/Sth), 24.2 ppg (6th/42nd) 


POS STARTER YR, COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE _ Greg Romeus So. __ Might be the most athletic player on the team. Jabaal Sheard, So. 
DT Mick Williams* Jr. Was team’s best defensive player in the spring. Tommie Duhart, Jr. 
DT _-Rashaad Duncan* Sr.___Unheralded, yet a consistent playmaker. Gus Mustakas, Jr. 
DE Doug Fulmer J. Returns after two major injuries. Tony Tucker, Fr. 

LB Adam Gunn* Sr.__ Avery productive player last year. Greg Williams, Fr. 
LB Scott McKillop* Sr.___ The nation’s leading tackler, a big-time player. Max Gruder, Fr. 

LB Shane Murray” Jr. ___ Smart, physical and consistently good. Brandon Lindsey, Fr. 
CB Aaron Berry* Jr. Will be one of the Big East’s top corners. Ricky Gary, So. 


CB Jovani Chappel Jr___He’s small, but he is both tough and smart. Buddy Jackson, Fr. 


SS Dom DeCicco So. __ Big, fast and physical. Elijah Fields, So. 
FS _ Eric Thatcher* Sr. The unit’s most experienced player. Michael Toerper, Jr. 
“Returning Starter 


cluding senior Scott McKillop, who led the 
nation in tackles last year, averaging 12.58 per 
game from his middle linebacker position. 

The outside linebacker depth has 
been bolstered by a trio of redshirt 
freshmen, led by Greg Williams, who 
has the size and speed to be a play- 
maker. He is 6-3, 220 pounds and runs 
a 4.5 40-yard dash. 

Senior free safety Eric Thatcher and ju- 
nior cornerback Aaron Berry are among 
the best at their position in the Big East. 
They lead a secondary that will be more 
versatile and more athletic than last year’s. 

Sophomore strong safety Dom 
DeCicco will begin the season as the 
starter but will be challenged all season 
by sophomore Elijah Fields, who has 


tremendous potential. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Senior Conor Lee is the Big East’s active 
career leader in field goal percentage (83.3 
percent). He made 18 of 22 field goal at- 
tempts last season, and has converted 
a school-record 75 consecutive PATs. 

Punter Dave Brytus has a powerful leg, 
but he was inconsistent last season. Still, 
he placed 18 punts inside the 20 and he 
had several punts of 60 yards or more. 

Corner Aaron Berry handled punt re- 
turn duties last season and senior tailback 
LaRod Stephens-Howling likely will han- 
dle kick returns, a role in which he’s been 
successful when given the chance. 

An overflow of talent at receiver and run- 
ning back means the Panthers are stocked 
with plenty of other options at returner. 

— Paul Zeise 
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PANTHERS RECRUITING 2008 


Hr. Wr. ScHoot 


BALDWIN, Jonathan WR 6-5, 220 Aliquippa Aliquippa 
Rivals.com rated No. 5 wide receiver nationally and No. 2 player in Pennsylvania... Played in U.S. Army All- 
American game... Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Fabulous 22... As a senior, had 41 receptions for 613 yards and 
nine touchdowns... Averaged more than 24 points per game for basketball team. 


BURNS, Chris RB 5-11, 190 New Wilmington Wilmington Area 
Ranked No. 15 running back nationally by Rivals.com... Two-time All-State... District Player of the Year... Had 
2,234 yards rushing and scored 38 touchdowns as a senior... Had 4,043 career rushing yards. 


CROSS, Greg QB 6-2, 215 Brunswick, GA Fort Scott (KS) Community College 
Participated in spring practice... Rivals.com rated No. 2 junior college quarterback nationally... Two-time All- 
Jayhawk Conference... As a sophomore, had 2,127 yards passing, 2,529 yards total offense and 23 touch- 
downs. 


HomeTown 


Pos. 


Te = 6-5, 270 Johnstown Bishop McCort 
Ranked No. 21 player in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com... Three-year starter on offense and defense... Had 11 
receptions for 242 yards and five touchdowns as a senior... Had 43 tackles and three quarterback sacks... Had 
43 career receptions for 572 yards and 12 touchdowns. 


HALE, Shayne 1B B-4, 240 Monroeville Gateway 
USA Today All-American... Rivals.com rated No. 3 player in Pennsylvania... Played in U.S. Army All-American 
game... Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Fabulous 22... Two-time All-State... As a senior, had 114 tackles, including 
25 tackles for loss, nine quarterback sacks and three fumbles caused. 


HARPER, Kevin PK =-5-10,170 += Mentor, OH Mentor 
Ranked No. 9 kicker nationally by Rivals.com... Helped team to two consecutive appearances in Ohio champi- 
onship game... Made 17 of 25 field goal attempts as a senior, including kicks of 58 and 61 yards... Made 58 
of 61 extra point attempts... Averaged 41 yards per punt... Eighty percent of kickoffs went for touchbacks. 


HOBBY, Ronald OB = §-10,175 + ‘Fort Washington, MD Gwynn Park 
Participated in spring practice... Rivals.com rated No. 14 player in Maryland... As a senior, had 26 receptions, 
averaging 26.1 yards per catch, and seven touchdowns... Had 51 tackles, three interceptions and two fumbles 
recovered as cornerback. 


HOLLEY, Jarred OB 510,170 —_—Easton 

Ranked No. 13 comerback nationally and No. 9 player in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com... Two-time All-State. .. 
Four-time All-Area... Had 2,102 career rushing yards, 1,232 receiving yards and scored 48 touchdowns... 
Set school record with 21 career interceptions. 


HOUSER, Robb OL «6-2, 285 Chico, CA 
Participated in spring practice... Two-time All-Conference... All-Region... 


Butte College 
Two-year starter at center. 


NIX, Lucas 6-6, 300 Jefferson Hills Thomas Jefferson 
Parade All-American... Rivals.com rated No. 9 offensive tackle nationally and No. 3 player in Pennsylvania... 
Played in U.S. Army All-American Game... Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Fabulous 22... Two-time All-State... 


As a senior, had 67 tackles, four quarterback sacks and two fumbles recovered... Four-year starter. 


Hr. Wr. 


REED, Antwuan 08 5-10,180 Johnstown Greater Johnstown 
Ranked No. 31 player in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com... Two-time All-State... Had 1,915 yards rushing and 25 
touchdowns as a senior... Had seven receptions, averaging 36.7 yards per catch, and scored four touch- 
downs... Had 4,276 career rushing yards, averaging 8.5 yards per carry, and scored 55 touchdowns... Had 
180 career tackles, five interceptions, three fumbles recovered and scored two defensive touchdowns. 


Hometown Scuoot 


5-7, 170 Monroeville 


SADDLER, Cameron Gateway 
Rivals.com rated No. 8 all-purpose player nationally and No. 10 player in Pennsylvania... Pittsburgh Post- 
Gazette Fabulous 22... Returned seven kickoffs for touchdowns in final two seasons... As a senior, had 2,299 
all-purpose yards and 31 touchdowns... Averaged 30.7 yards per kick return and 25.1 yards per punt return, 


SHANAHAN, Mike WR SOG-5, North Huntingdon Norwin 
Ranked No. 37 player in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com... Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Fabulous 22... Had 37 recep- 
tions, averaging 19.8 yards per catch, and scored 13 touchdowns as a senior... Had 107 career receptions for 
more than 1,800 yards and 22 touchdowns... Had 100 career tackles and nine interceptions, returning two for 
touchdowns... Returned two punts for touchdowns. 


SUNSERI, Tino QB 6-0, 200 Pittsburgh Pittsburgh Central Catholic 
Rivals.com rated No. 24 quarterback nationally and No. 26 player in Pennsylvania... Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 
Fabulous 22... As a senior, led team to 16-0 record and a state championship. 


TAGLIANETTI, Andrew DB «5-11, 175 + —Bridgeville Pittsburgh Central Catholic 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Fabulous 22... All-State... Helped team to undefeated season and state champion- 
ship... Had 17 receptions, averaging 24.7 yards per catch, as a senior... Had 1,161 yards rushing and 12 
touchdowns, averaging 11.3 yards per carry... Had five interceptions as a defensive back. 


TREBITZ, Joe 1B «6-3, 200 Boca Raton, FL West Boca Raton 
South Florida Sun-Sentinel All-County,.. Led team in tackles for four consecutive seasons... As a senior, had 
116 tackles, four quarterback sacks, three fumbles caused and two fumbles recovered... Four-year starter at 
linebacker and three-year starter at fullback. 


TURNLEY, Ryan OL = 6-6, 300 Aliquippa Hopewell 
Ranked No. 40 player in Pennsylvania by Rivals.com... Second-team All-State... Senior season hindered by 
shoulder injury... Two-year starter... Three-year letterman. 


VIRBITSKY, Justin TE 6-4, 240 Jermyn 

All-State defensive lineman... Had 56 solo tackles and four quarterback sacks as a senior... 
yards per reception in final two seasons and scored three touchdowns... Three-year starter... 
man. 


Lakeland 
Averaged 18.9 
Four-year letter- 


WILLIAMS, Manny B61, 205 Clairton Clairton 
Rivals.com rated No. 33 player in Pennsylvania... Pittsburgh Post-Gazette Fabulous 22... As a senior strong 
safety, had 82 tackles, 4.5 quarterback sacks, and returned one interception and one fumble for touchdowns... 
Had 424 yards rushing and 13 touchdowns, averaging 16.3 yards per carry at fullback. 


A LOOK AT THE PANTHERS 
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Broncos In A Box 


COACH: Bill Cubit — At Western Michigan and overall: 
20-16, 3 years 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Bill Cubit 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR: Steve Morrison 

LAST LEAGUE TITLE: 1988 

LAST TIME DIDN'T GO BOWLING: 2005 

RETURNING STARTERS: 16; 7 offense, 9 defense 
PLAYERS TO WATCH: QB Tim Hiller, Q8 Drew Burdi, 
WR Jamarko Simmons, TB Brandon West, LB Boston 
McCornell 

PRIMARY STRENGTHS: This is a veteran team that has 
several top-level players on offense, starting with 

WR Jamarko Simmons. LB Boston McCornell is a leader 
who finds the ball carrier and will not let go. The 
defense could be among the lead units in the MAC 
this year. 

POTENTIAL PROBLEMS: In a league with several excel- 
lent quarterbacks, the Broncos need steady play from 
the position. The offensive line lost three starters. The 
season opens at Nebraska as the Cornhuskers look to 
make a positive debut for new coach Bo Pelini. 


OFFENSE 

Tim Hiller was the Broncos’ starting quarter- 
back a year ago, but going into spring practice 
head coach Bill Cubit assured him of nothing. 

“He's got a leg up on the competition because 
of his experience,” Cubit said. “But he is going to 
have to win the job.” 

Hiller responded to the challenge with a spring 
performance that had the coaches raving. He has 
an adequate arm, escapability and the ability to 
find open receivers. He threw for 3,021 yards and 
20 touchdowns last year. The coaches would like 
to see improved consistency. 

Hiller will not have to do it alone. The Broncos 
have a fine running game led by junior running back 
Brandon West. He ran for a team-high 848 yards last 
year and had a school record 2,119 all-purpose yards. 

West runs with power and speed, but junior 
running back Glenis Thompson is often the call 
in short-yardage situations. He'll have a significant 
role with several carries a game. 

Hiller has a fine crew of receivers led by the 
remarkable Jamarko Simmons. Cubit did not push 
Simmons very hard in the spring because he knew 
exactly what his star could do. Simmons is big, 
strong and tough and excels after contact. He 
caught 84 passes for 980 yards and six touchdowns 


a year ago and had four 100-yard receiving games. 
Schneider Julien and Jordan White will also 


2008 Schedule 


2007 Results 


ee re we 


provide support at receiver. Julien has the speed 
and quickness to be a deep threat. Senior tight end 
Branden Ledbetter has caught 86 career passes and 
is a decent third-down target. 

The line lost three starters from last season. 
Guard Phillip Swanson returns after starting all 12 
games, and there are others who have been in part- 
time starting roles, so there is experience here. 


DEFENSE 

New coordinator Steve Morrison is a gung-ho 
type who demands great effort from his players. 

“We're going to play harder than anyone we 
play against, that’s our goal,” said Morrison. 

Morrison will depend on linebacker Boston 
McCornell, who led the Broncos with 99 tackles 
a year ago. McCornell has excellent range and will not 
let running backs or receivers slip out of his grasp. 

Defensive ends Zach Davidson and Greg 
Marshall should give the pass rush some legitimate 
punch. Marshall had 40 tackles, including 11 for 
loss and 6.5 sacks. Davidson had 51 tackles, includ- 
ing 12.5 for loss and 6.5 sacks. 

The secondary is in good shape with cornerback 
Londen Fryar and safety Louis Delmas. Fryar is 
a two-time first-team AII-MAC selection who is 
potential first-day pick in the NFL Draft. Delmas 
has eight interceptions in his career. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Broncos will look to Chris Kelly to take 
over the placekicking chores. Kelly’s a walk-on who 
kicked the clinching field goal in the win over Iowa 
last year. Aside from that kick and another field 
goal against Temple last year, Kelly is untested. The 
same holds true for punter Ben Armer who takes 
over for Jim Laney, who graduated last year. 


OVERVIEW 

The biggest issues are finding a No. 1 quarter- 
back who can play consistently and making up for 
the losses on the offensive line. If Cubit can come 
close to finding answers in either of those areas, the 
Broncos could rebound with a winning record. 


2007 Rankings 


‘aug. 30 at Nebraska (5-7, 3-4) garters Sietteca Gala ane 
'Sept.6 NORTHERN ILLINOIS Lat West Virginia 24-62 searing 26.9 65 
aie ee | ; an Tigers ie ) a ere A 
: . ; at Mi y ssing i 
pS 20° TENNESSEE TECH | CENTRAL CONNECTICUT 51-14 ) Total 398.0 87 
Sept. 27 at Temple W 

: ’ at Toledo 42-28 
poe OHIO Lk AKRON 33-39 “DEFENSE = PERGAME RANK 
“Oot. 11 atSuitaio) Iw -attorthem iinois. azia.. | Senin 28.9 73 
Oct. 18 at Central Michigan L BALL STATE 93-27 Rushing 179.1 83 
“Nov. EASTERN MICHIGAN | at Eastern Michigan 2-19 Past aa 
Nov.8 vs. Illinois (Detroit) © | CENTRAL MICHIGAN 31-34 
“Nov, 15 TOLEDO + W atlowaHawkeyes 28-19  TOMARGIN PERGAME RANK 
Nov. 25 at Ball State © W TEMPLE 16-30 +5 -0.42 88 


IWS NOOVATIVIN N3HdILS A OLOHd 


CEmmahse 


Offense 
Pos. Name Ht Wt.” cl 
QB Tim Hiller* 6-5 228 «=r. 
Drew Burdi 6-1 198 So 
RB Brandon West* 5-10 188 Jr. 
Glenis Thomspon 5-8 210 Or. 
WR Schneider Julien* 5-10 175 Sr. 
Juan Nunez 6-0 172 So. 
WR Jordan White 6-0 206 So 
Deshon Lawrence 6-0 175 Fr. 
WR ~— Jamarko Simmons* 6-2 234 = Sr. 
Jamelle Murray 5-8 167 So. 
TE Branden Ledbetter* 6-5 230 Sr. 


Anthony Middleton 6-4 215 So. 


iT Rob Johnson 6-5 338 Sr. 
Andy Laue 6-4 295 Jr. 
LG Phillip Swanson* 6-4 307 = So. 
Matt Lochmann 6-4 299 dr. 
c Paul Wasikowski* 6-3 291 Jr. 
Nick Mitchell 6-1 290 So. 
RG Nick Clemens 6-5 307 So. 
Jonathan Jack 6-6 340 Fr. 
RT Anthony Parker 6-5 305 Fr, 
Steve Ellingsen 6-4 307 Sr. 
Defense 
Pos. Name Ht Wt. Cl 
DE Greg Marshall* 6-1 245 Sr. 
Fernand Kashama 6-3. 221 Sr. 
NG Cody Cielenski* 6-2 280 Jr. 
Cory Flom 6-4 276 Sr. 
oT Nick Varcadipane* 6-2 285 Sr. 
Grant Nemeth 6-2 270 Sr. 
DE Zach Davidson* 6-2 239 Sr. 
Justin Braska 6-4 234 dr. 
LB Boston McCornell* 6-1 25325 Sie 
Harrison Porter 6-0 220 __ So. 
LB Dustin Duclo* 5-11 225 Sr. 
Matt Pickens 6-0 215 So. 
LB Austin Pritchard 6-4 233 dr. 
Scott Gajos 6-0 223 dr, 
CB CE.J. Biggers* 6-0 180 Sr. 
David Lewis 5-10 _170 So. 
cB Londen Fryar* 5-11 192 Sr 
Desman Stephen 6-0 190 Sr. 
SS C.J. Wilson 6-2 206 Sr. 
Mario Armstrong 6-0 188 So. 
FS Louis Delmas* 6-0 196 Sr. 
Andy Dorcely 6-0 194 Jr. 
Special Teams 
Pos, Name Heer Wt ek 
K Chris Kelly 5-10 210 dr. 
P Ben Armer 5-10 201 Fr. 


* Returning Starters in Bold 
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CINCINNATI 


AT Al GLANCE 
: 10-3 overall, 4-3 Big East (31d) 


ove Ul: 147- 754-2, 7 sed ; 


RETURNING STARTERS Seen 
ioe} been 6 defense, punter, kicker 


PLAYERS TQ WATCH 


, WR Dominick Goodman, WR Marcus 
Barnett, DT Terrill Byrd, CB Mike Mickens, 
CB DeAngelo Smith, LB Corey Smith, 

oP Kevin Huber 


PRIMAR Y STRENGTHS 
Quality and experience at receiver and — 


i interior of the. defensive line, left. side of 

the offensive line and two linebacker 
i spots, There i is potential for a fast start, 
with the ‘exception of that Sept. 6 game’ 
vat Oklahoma. 


POTENTIAL PROBLEMS 


QB Dustin Grutza is solid, but limited ath- 
; letically. Inexperience at running back. 
“Holes to fill on the defensive line and 
both aa lia Uncertainty with place- 
“kicking. - 


QB Ben Mauk, RB Butler Benton, RB Greg 
Moore, OT Digger Bujnoch, 0G Ken 
‘Rodriguez, DE Angelo Craig, DE Anthony 
Hoke, FS Haruki a hese SS eer 
Williams - 


‘Kelly took a program on solid ures and 
"elevated it to the school's first 10-win 
season since 1951. The next step is win- 
ning the Big East, a goal that would have 
been more plausible with Ben Mauk at 
quarterback, but it’s not as if the Bearcats 
ale 't have sper or ae 
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"Brian Kelly — At Cincinnati: 10-3, 1 year; 


_comerback. The Bearcats are solid on the 


INCINNATI BERRCATS CINCINNATI BEARRCATS CINCINNATI BEARCATS CINC 


Expectations Lower, But Bearcats Could Surprise 


( ee after setting a team-record 


with 472 points, returns seven start- 
ers on offense. 

If only it were eight. 

The big question of the Bearcats’ offseason 
was (seemingly) decided in late April when 
the NCAA denied quarterback Ben Mauk 
a sixth year of eligibility. The Wake Forest 
transfer threw a school-record 31 touchdown 
passes last season and led Cincinnati to 10 
wins for the first time since 1951. 

As of mid-May, Mauk was still ex- 
ploring appeals and possible legal action 
against the NCAA, but, in football terms, 
he was facing fourth-and-long. 

Don't feel too bad for the Cincinnati 
offense, though. Coach Brian Kelly knew 
Mauk likely wouldn’t be back, and the 
Bearcats went through spring practice 
preparing for life without him. 

The surrounding cast around the quar- 
terback is talented and/or promising, and 
the defense features a pair of All-America 
possibilities in defensive tackle Terrill Byrd 
and cornerback Mike Mickens. Among 
senior corners, only Ohio State’s Malcolm 
Jenkins might enter the season with a high- 
er grade on the draft boards. 

The Bearcats are going to have to get to 
seven victories to be bowl eligible in their 
13-game schedule, which is expanded be- 
cause of a season-ending trip to play Hawaii. 

Cincinnati, without Mauk, certainly 
has lowered expectations and aren't ex- 
pected to repeat the third-place Big East 
finish of a year ago. But the Bearcats will 
still be dangerous, and they have plenty 
of momentum with rising coaching star 


Kelly entering his second season. 


OFFENSE 


Cincinnati has options at quarterback. 

Redshirt freshman Chazz Anderson, 
athletic Notre Dame transfer Demetrius 
Jones and junior Tony Pike all did some 
positive things in spring ball ... but se- 
nior Dustin Grutza came out on top at 
the end. 

Grutza started 21 games before Mauk 
transferred from Wake Forest prior to last 
season. Grutza also got two starts last sea- 
son, throwing for a career-best 290 yards 
vs. Miami (Ohio). 

“T think we all know he may not dazzle 
you with arm strength or some of the 
things that everyone looks for in evalu- 
ating quarterbacks, but he manages us 
well,” Kelly said. 

Anderson was the spring surprise, start- 
ing off the depth chart and moving up to 
be the prime contender to Grutza. Ander- 
son is 6-0, 205, and can pass and run. 

Dominick Goodman is a proven senior 
receiver who caught 68 passes last year, 
and sophomore Marcus Barnett made his 
mark in 2007 by catching a school-record 
13 touchdown passes. 

Senior Marshawn Gilyard and junior 
Charley Howard bring more experience 
to the wideout position, and Adrien 
Robinson is an intriguing prospect — 
he’s 6-4, 250, with a 4.5-second time in 
the 40-yard dash. The challenge for the 
coaches so far has been finding the best 
way to utilize him. 

The Bearcats lost three seniors in the 
running game, but the coaches have long 
been excited about junior Jacob Ramsey 
(three career starts), as well as versatile 
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Mike Mickens 


sophomore John Goebel (who has been 
a scout team standout) and redshirt fresh- 
man Scott Johnson. 

The line returns four players who com- 
bined to make 35 starts in 2007. 


DEFENSE 


The Bearcats tied for the national lead 
with 42 takeaways, and led the country 
with 26 interceptions, but they lost five 
starters who could be tough to replace. 

The defense already had to replace two 
standout ends, and then its returning All- 
American tackle, senior Terrill Byrd, was 
arrested for smoking marijuana. He was 
demoted to the second team in the spring 
and is suspended for the season opener. 

To Byrd’s credit, he spent the rest of the 
spring working his way out of the dog- 
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Scouting Report: Offense 


2007 stats: 147.8 ypg rushing (Sth in Big East/G2nd in NCAA), 286.2 ypy passing (2nd/20th), 433.9 ypg total offense (4th/30th), 36.3 PPG (2nd/16th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 


QB Dustin Grutza Sr. Back as the starter, but lots of competition. Chazz Anderson, Fr. 
RB Jacob Ramsey Jr. Started three games as a sophomore. John Goebel, Jr. 

WR Dominick Goodman* Sr. _ Led Bearcats with 68 catches in 2007. Armon Binns, So. 

WR Charley Howard Sr. __ Ready for increased role. Marshawn Gilyard, Jr.* 
WR __ Marcus Barnett* $0. School-record 13 touchdowns as a freshman. Jared Martin, Jr. 

TE __ Kazeem Ali Jr. This is a talented group at tight end. Ben Guidugli, So. 

LT Khalil El-Amin* Sr. Moves over after starting at right tackle. Alex Hoffman, Fr. 


LG Trevor Canfield* Sr. Entering third year as starter. Blake McCroskey, Fr. 
C Chris Jurek* Jr Continuing uncertainty at center, Frank Becker, Fr. 

RG Jason Kelce So. __ Still battling for starting job. C.J. Cobb, So. 

RT _ deff Linkenbach” Jr Exstarter nagged by injuries in 2007. Craig Parmenter, Fr. 


“Returning Starter 


Scouting Report: Defense 


2007 stats: 114.2 ypg rushing (2nd in Big East/19th in NCAA), 254.0 yng passing (7th/89th), $68.2 ypy total defense (6th/50th), 18.8 PPG (2nd/13th) 


POS STARTER YR. COMMENT BACKUP/KEY DEPTH 
DE _Lamonte Nelms Sr. 10 tackles for loss as a backup in 2007. Craig Carey, Jr. 

DT Terrill Byrd* Sr. Returning All-American anchors the line. John Hughes, Fr. 

DT __ Adam Hoppel* Sr.__ Teams with Byrd for strong interior. Ricardo Matthews, Jr. 
DE Connor Barwin Sr. Encouraging move from tight end in spring. Rob Trigg, So. 

LB Corey Smith * Sr. Leading returning tackler. Torry Cornett, Sr. 

LB Ryan Manalac* Sr. Takes over a full-time starting role. Alex Delisi, Fr. 

LB Andre Revels dr. __ Moves from middle to compete for job. Delbert Ferguson, Sr. 
CB Mike Mickens* Sr. Four-year starter is one of nation’s best. Justin Moore, Fr. 

CB DeAngelo Smith* Sr. _ Led nation with eight interceptions last season. Brandon Underwood, Sr. 
SS Cedric Tolbert Sr.__ Ready to take on a starting role. Deon Reed, Fr. 

FS __ Brad Jones Jr___ Huge shoes to fill at this spot. Drew Frey, Fr. 
“Returning Starter 


house, giving the Bearcats a strong cor- 
nerstone up front. He had eight sacks and 
17 tackles for loss last season. It’s not like- 
ly he'll be second string when the games 
count for real. 

At the ends, senior Lamonte Nelms is a 
possibility for a starting job after record- 
ing 10 tackles for loss last season. But 
Craig Carey, a former quarterback and 
special teams standout, had an eye-open- 
ing spring at that spot. 

Connor Barwin moved from tight end 
in the spring and made an immediate im- 
pression at the other end. 

Strongside linebacker Corey Smith is 
the Bearcats’ top returning tackler (80), 
and senior Ryan Manalac is solid in the 
middle. 


Senior corners DeAngelo Smith and 


All-America candidate Mike Mickens 
form one of the nation’s finest pairs. 
Smith picked off eight passes in 2007; 
Mickens added six. With their coverage 
skills, they are able to buy some extra 


time for the pass rush. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Senior punter Kevin Huber is a 2007 
Ray Guy Award finalist who set a school 
record with a 46.9-yard average in 2007. 
And there are no worries with DeAngelo 
Smith as the primary returner. 

The only real competition comes at 
placekicker. Sophomore Jake Rogers won 
the job last year but made only 11 of 19 
field goal attempts. He's being pushed by 
senior Brandon Yingling. 


— Richard Scott 
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Three in a Row Would Be Charming for Chippewas 


all State has a lot going for it. 
B The Cardinals, led by quarterback 

Nate Davis and the top passing offense 
in the conference, have enough talent to 
challenge for the MAC title. The Cardinals 
will be a popular pick because of Davis and 
the 10 other starters back on offense ... and 
most of last year’s defense is in tow. 

Working against Ball State? The Cardinals 
reside in the West Division, where goliath 
champion Central Michigan has reloaded 
with an eye on its third straight conference 
crown. 

Davis is a name to remember. But Dan 
LeFevour has been the name to know in the 
MAC since his arrival at Central Michigan. All 
he's done is guide CMU to consecutive con- 
ference titles for the first time since 1980. 

CMU's offense rated as the top unit in the 
league in 2007, when the Chippewas’ defense 
was porous and shootouts were the norm all 
the way to the finish line in a memorable 
loss to Purdue in the Motor City Bowl. 

Ball State is just one of many teams with 


7. Buffalo 


a legitimate shot at knocking the Chips from 
the top perch in 2008. 

But as long as LeFevour and head coach 
Butch Jones — who won the MAC in his 
first season and was a finalist to replace 
Rich Rodriguez at West Virginia — are 
still around, this race goes through Mount 
Pleasant, Mich. CMU has a major task in 
replacing its defensive leaders, including Red 
Keith, who was one of the top linebackers in 
the conference and kept afloat a stop unit 
with every reason to sink. 

Western Michigan, another West Division 
contender, has 11 starters back on defense, 
including comerback Londen Fryar. Led by 
quarterback Tim Hiller and receiver Jamarko 
Simmons, the offense is expected to put up 
plenty of points. But to threaten for the 
title, the defense must improve. The Broncos 
allowed 28.9 points and 179.1 rushing yards 
per game in ‘07. 

Toledo has work to do on both lines, but 
it gets both CMU and Ball State at the Glass 
Bowl. 

MAC Picks 


Bowling Green had to rebuild the offen- 
sive line, which lost three starters, but has 
quarterback Tyler Sheehan — though he 
battled for the QB job in the spring with 
Andrew Beam — and a high-scoring offense 
with nine returning defensive starters. 

Akron is a bit of an unknown until it 
proves it can survive without wide receiver 
Jabari Arthur and linebacker Brion Stokes. 

Kent State’s 1-2 punch of Julian Edelman 
and diminutive tailback Eugene Jarvis is the 
key to the Golden Flashes’ season. Edelman, 
a run-first quarterback, was injured last sea- 
son and the wheels came off for KSU. 

If Miami can help the MAC's top scoring 
defense by putting up at least 20 points a 
game, the RedHawks have to be considered 
legit. 

Don't count out scrappy Ohio, now minus 
All-MAC mainstay Kalvin McRae, as it search- 
es for a new linchpin and hands the keys to 
the offense to quarterback Theo Scott, who 
was limited last season. 


. 


— Jeff Reynolds 
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| ALL-MAC Team 


fi 


QB Dan LeFevour Jr. Central Michigan 


Lindy’s 2008 


Aug. 30 
» Aug. 30 


Sept. 6 
Sept. 6 
Sent. 20 


es a 


Western Michigan at Nebraska 
Boston College vs. Kent State 
(Cleveland Browns Stadium) 
Central Michigan at Georgia 
Miami at Michigan 

Ball State at Indiana 


Bows! Connections 


MAC #1/2 


GMAC Bowl vs. C-USA 


MAC #1/2 


Motor City Bowl vs. Big Ten 


THE BIG ONES 


| RB Eugene Jarvis dr. Kent State Sept. 20 Miami at Cincinnati MAC #3 
es ae etaae = sey dallas Sept. 20 Central Michigan at Purdue International Bowl vs. Big East 
"WR Jamarko Simmons Sr. Akron Oct. 4 BalliState at Toledo 
| TE Darius Hill Sr. Ball State Oct. 18 Western Michigan at Central Michigan 
t CG Alex Derenthal Sr. Temple | Oct. 25 Central Michigan at Toledo 
; OL Robert Brewster — Sr. Ball State Nov. 1 Kent State at Bowling Green 
OL ChrisKemme Sr. Akron Nov. 11 Ball State at Miami 
(OL Jeff Niedermier Sr. Buffalo Nov. 19 Ball State at Central Michigan 
\ OL Dave DiFranco Sr. Miami Nov. 21 Miami at Toledo 
_ AP Andre Jones Sr. Akron 


Nov. 25 Western Michigan at Ball State 


( PK. Sinisa Vrvilo Sr. Bowling Green 


DEFENSE - First Team 


fi 
| DL Larry English Sr. Northern Illinois 
Bowling Green 


\ DL Diyral Briggs Sr. 


_ DL Almondo Sewell So. Akron CERES ES SS Eee SS 
| DL Andre Neblett Jr. Temple 1, Bary Church . Toledo If he clocks in the 4.5-second range, he’s a lock. 
_ LB Clayton Mullins — Sr. Miami 2. Dan LeFevour Central Michigan Next in line of great MAC passing prospects? 


| LB Daniel Holtzclaw — Sr. Eastern Michigan 


j LB John Haneline Sr. Bowling Green porary as 
J 


3, Larry English 


| Big enough to play with hand on the ground at right end 
4, Darius Hill 


| DB Barry Church Jr. Toledo Ball State Has the size, speed, hands to start at the next level. 

| DB Londen Fryar Sr. Western Michigan 5. Clayton Mullins Miami Candidate to play inside in en vogue Cover 2. 

' DB Davonte Shannon So. Buffalo 

4 . Daniel jaw \LB N | yday. 

"DB BJ. Hill Sr. Ball State 6, Daniel Holtzcta Eastern Michigan Another big year could lead to laroe payday 
Miami 7. Nate Davis OB Ball State Accurate and elusive: could fit in right system. 


} P Jacob Richardson Sr. 


OFFENSE - Second Team 


8. Jameson Hartke DE Ohio 
9, Bryan Williams Akron 


Could get the call as a 3-4 OLB, too 


TOP 10 NFL TALENT 


Has 4.4 speed; will have experience on both sides of ball. 


f 

| QB Nate Davis Jr. Ball State 

- RB James Starks dr. Buffalo 10. Drew Willy . Buffalo Durability biggest question for four-year starter. 

} RB. Brandon West dr. Western Michigan - 

I WR Bryan Anderson Jr. Central Michigan 

} WR Freddie Barnes = Jr. ~—- Bowling Green 

| TE Andrew Mooney — Sr. Ohio 

| C Eric Davis So. astern Michigan Gane Athan Ph chiara sed Mewcower 

) aluable ayer of the ayer of the of the 

| OL Jared DeWalt Jr. Toledo Player Yoar Year Year 

» OL Augustus Parrish Sr. Kent State 

) OL Andre Ramsey Sr. Ball State Dan LeFevour, QB, Nate Davis, QB, Clayton Mullins, Jahleel Addae, RB, 
Bowling Green Central Michigan Ball State LB, Miami Central Michigan 


OL Casey McHugh — Jr. 
AP Antonio Brown So. Central Michigan 
Toledo 


5 PK Alex Steigerwald — Jr. 


DEFENSE - Second Team 


Most Accurate Passer 


ee SE 


Ball State 


a — 


Nate Davis 


DL Zach Davidson — Sr. Western Michigan Strongest Arm Nate Davis Ball State 
DL Brandon Crawford Jr. Ball State P Best Scrambler Julian Edelman Kent State 
DL Joe Coniglio Sr. Miami 8 Coolest in the Clutch Dan LeFevour Central Michigan 
DL Jameson Hartke Sr. Ohio fy Toughest to Bring Down Eugene Jarvis, RB Kent State 
' LB Boston McCornell Sr. Western Michigan e Best Hands Stephen Williams. WR Falah 
| DEstmaMdS HEN Witams, WR OED 
= uae 2 Sai |) Most Dangerous Deep Threat Dante Love, WR Ball State 
DB PJ. Mahone Jr. Bowling Green < _ Best Pass Blocker Robert Brewster, OT Ball State 
DB Louis Delmas Sr. Western Michigan ma | Best Run Blocker Augustus Parrish, OT Kent State 
DB Alex Knipp Jr. Ball State Best Pass Rusher Larry English, DE Northern Illinois 


Best Cover Corner Londen Fryar Western Michigan 


Bowling Green 
Northern Illinois 


| DB Antonio Smith Sr. 
! P Andy Dittbenner Sr. 


’ 


Special Teams Demon: Bryan Williams Akron 
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PASS EFFICIENCY INT PCT. YDS INTERCEPTIONS G INT YDS 1 
1, Todd Boeckman, Ohio State 13° 298 190 14 63.8 2372 25 148.9 1. Shane Carter, Wisconsin 13 7 92 0 0.54 
2. Kellen Lewis, Indiona 13 442 265 10 60.0 3043 28 134.2 2. Tracy Porter, Indiana 13 6 137 0 0.46 
3. he Donovan, Wisconsin 13° 333 (193 11 58.0 2607 17 134.0 3. Chorles ; 12 5 33 0 0.42 
4. Curtis Painter, Purdue 13° 569 356 11 626 3846 29 132.3 4. Terrell Vinson, 13 5 34 0 0.38 
5. Brian Hoyer, Michigan State 13 376 223 11 59.3 2725 20 131.9 Kevin Mitchell, Illinois 13 5 1 0 0.38 
Henne, Michigan 10 278 162 9 58.3 1938 17 130.5 6. Vontae Davis, Illinois 12 4 0 0 0,33 
7.C.J. Bacher, 12 521 318 19 610 3656 19 124.7 7. Otis Wiley, Michigan State 13 4 77 | 0.31 
8, Anthony Morelli, Penn State 13 402 234 10 58.2 265) 19 124.2 Malcolm Jenkins, Ohio State 13 4 53 1 0.31 
9, Adam Weber, Minnesota 12 449 258 19 57.5 2895 24 120.8 9. ne Theret, Minnesota 12 3 72 0 0.25 
10. Juice Williams, Illinois 13 267 153 12 57.3 1743 «13 119.2 ris Phillips, Indiana 12 3 58 1 0.25 
RUSHING G ATT NET AVG i) YDS/G SCORING G TD XPT FG -2XP PTS PTS/G 
1, Mike Hart, Michi 10 265 1361 5.1 14 136.1 1. Jehuu Caulcrick, hey shag 13 21 0 0 0 126 97 
2. Rashard Mendenfll, Illinois 13 262 1681 6.4 17 129.3 2. Rashard Mendenhall, Illinois 13 19 0 0 0 114 8.8 
3. ChrisWells, Ohio State 13 274 1609 59 15 123.8 3. Austin Storr, 13 0 48 2) 0 W 8.5 
4, Javon Ringer, Michigan State 13 245 1447 59 6 W113 4. Kevin Kelly, Penn State 13 1 44 20 0 110 8.5 
5. PJ. Hill, Wisconsin W 233 1212 5.2 14 110.2 Chris Summers, 13 0 5 18 0 110 8.5 
8, Rodney Kinlaw, Penn Slate 13 23 91329 55. 10° 1022 6. Mike Hart, Michigan foo 4 Ol) nO Lo 84 84 
7. Albert Young, lowa 12 206 968 47 é 80.7 7. PJ. Hill, Wisconsin n 15 0 0 0 90 8.2 
8. Jehuu Caulerick, Michigan State 13 222 872 39 21 67.1 8. Tylor , Wisconsin 13 0 42 2 0 105 8.1 
9. Kory Sheets, Purdue 13 168 859 5.1 a0] 66.1 9. Ryan Pretorius, Ohio State 13 0 48 18 0 102 78 
10. Juice Williams, Illinois 13 165 755 46 7 58.1 10. Brett Swenson, Michigan State 13 0 «53 15 0 98 75 
TOTAL OFFENSE G RUSH PASSPLAYSTOTAL YDS/G PUNTING G PUNTS YDS AVG RECEIVING YDS/GAME G REC YDS 1D YDS/G 
1. CJ. Bacher, Northwestern 12 31 3656 607 3687 307.2 1. Jeremy Boone, Penn State 13. 59 2538 43.0 1. Mario Manningham, Michigan 12 72 W174 12 97.8 
2. Curtis Painter, Purdue 13° -20 3846 622 3826 2943 2. Justin Kucek, Minnesota 12 62 2645 42.7 2. Devin Thomas, Michigan Stole 13 79 1260 8 96.9 
3. Adam Weber, Minnesota 12 617 2895 595 3512 292.7 3. Debauche, Wisconsin 13 «58 2412 41.6 3, James Hardy, Indiana 13° 79 1125 16 86.5 
4, Kellen Lewis, Indiana 13 736 3043 589 3779 290.7 4. Ken Trapasso, Ohio State 13. 53 2199 41.5 4, Eric Decker, Minnesota 12 67 99 9 758 
5. Tyler Donovan, Wisconsin 13 277 2607 445 2884 221.8 5. Zoltan Mesko, Michigan 13. 70 2876 41.1 5, Travis Beckum, Wisconsin 13 75 92 6 755 
6. Anthony Morel, Peon Sse 13 -13 2651 450 2638 202.9 6. Ryan Donahue, lowa 12 86 3533 41.1 6, Dorien Bryant, Purdue 13 87 936 «8 72.0 
7. Brian , Michigan State 13-105 2725 423 2620 201.5 7. Jared Armstrong, Purdue 13. 67 2724 407 7. Brian Robiskie, Ohio State Tai" 585 935: 5] 719 
8. Isiah Williams, Illinois 13° 755 1743 432 2498 192.2 8. Stefan Demos, Northwestern 12 54 2168 40.) 8. Adrion parece 13° 67 «882 «8 67.8 
9. Jake Christensen, lowa 12 0 2269 469 2269 189.) 9. Aaron Bates, Michigan State 12 63 2490 39.5 9. Dustin Keller, 13 68 «#«88l 7 678 
10. Todd , Ohio State 13 63 2372 354 2435 187.3 10. Michael Hines, Indiana 13 59 2301 39.0 10. Emie ight, Minnesota «= «12s 66“ 77S 64.6 


TEAM STATISTICS 


G PlYS YDS AVG 1D YDS/G 


TOTAL OFFENSE G PLAYS YDS AVG/P 1D YDS/G 
1. Purdue 13 1007 5667 56 52 435.9 

2. Northwestern 12 927 5132 55 37 4277 

3. Illinois 13 918 5525 60 43 425.0 

4. Michigan State 13 973 5418 56 50 4168 

5. Wisconsin 13 934 5314 5.7 46 408.8 

6. Minnesota 12 887 4890 5.5 40 4075 

7. Penn State 13 943 5201 55 46 400.1 

8. Indiana 13. 921 5119 5.6 646 393.8 

9. Ohio State 13 883.5118 58 47 3937 

10. Michigan 13 963 5006 52 45 385.1 
11. lowa 12 814 3796 47 28 3163 
SCORING OFFENSE _G TD XP 2XP DXP FG SAF PTS AVG 
1, Purdue 13 56 56 0 O 18 0 446 343 

2. Michigan State 13 55 53 1 0 15 0 430 33.1 

3. Indiana 13.50 49 0 O 21 0 412 317 

4. Ohio State 13 51 48 0 O 18 0 408 31.4 

5. Penn State 13 48 46 0 O 20 0 394 303 

6. Wisconsin 13 46 42 1 O 21 0 383 29.5 

7. Illinois 13 45 44 0 O 16 0 362 278 

8. Michigan 13.45 42 0 O 14 0 354 27.2 

9. Minnesota 1242 37 1 0 8 0 315 262 

10. Northwesten 12 39 36 1 O 12 1 310 258 
1). lowa 12 28 24 0 O 10 0 222 185 
RUSHING OFFENSE G AT NET AVG 1D YDS/G 
1. Illinois 13 595 3338 «8456 28 2568 

2. Wisconsin 13 587 2610 44 29 2008 

3. Michigan State 13 580 2576 44 29 198.2 

4, Ohio State 13 554 2560 46 21 1969 

5, Penn State 13 528 2519 48 27 1938 

6. Michigan 13 540 2144 40 20 1649 

7. Minnesota 12 433 1941 45 15 1618 

8. Indiana 13 475 2046 43 18 157.4 

9. Purdue 13 413 1674 «41 22) «(1288 

10. lowa 12 438 1515 35 Wl 1262 
11. Northwestern 12 398 1437 36 17 1198 
PASS OFFENSE G_ATT CMP_INT PCT, YDS TD YDS/G 
12 529 322 19 60.9 3695 20 307.9 

2. Purdue 13 594 369 13 62.1 3993 30 307.2 

3. Minnesota 12 454 262 19 57.7 2949 25 245.8 

4, Indiana 13 446 267 11 59.9 3073 28 236.4 

5. Michigan 13 423 225 14 53.2 2862 25 220.2 

6. Michigan State 13 393 232 11 59.0 2842 21 218.6 

7. Wisconsin 13 347 199 11 57.3 2704 17 208.0 

8. Penn State 13 415 240 10 57.8 2682 19 2063 

9. Ohio State 13 329 210 14 63.8 2558 26 196.8 

10. lowa 12 376 199 7 52,9 2281 17 190.1 
11. Illinois 13 323 182 15 56.3 2187 15 168.2 


G AT NE 


G ATT CMP INT PCT. 


13 406 
13 393 
13 437 
13 423 
13 427 
12 426 
13 511 
12 390 
13 469 
13 479 
12 430 


—coo-oco-nNOOCO 


coococoeo-cooo 
coo-oococo— 


AVG, 1D _YDS/G 


3 82.8 
9 93.8 
122.0 
125.8 
132.2 
134.1 
148.9 
156.8 
159.7 
167.1 
229.3 


YDS 1D YDS/G 


KICKOFF RETURNS G RT YDS 1D AVG 
T. Michigan State 13. «53. 196) «20 «257 
2. Purdue 13 «60 (143432809 
3. Minnesota 12 «61 «(1418 1232 
4, Northwestern 12 54 «(1208S 122. 
5. Indiana 1, 50 [N12 ah 999 
6. Penn State i<jieere hae MR el 
7. lowa 12:0" de 862 th} 5200 
8. Wisconsin 13 56° \ 1105 0." "197 
9. Illinois 13 40 «762—1Ss«19.0 
10. Michigon 1S) ecw 651. “Our 84 
11. Ohio State 13) BA BON» I, ZS 
PUNT RETURNS GRE YDS 1D _AVG 
T. Wisconsin 1S. 6 ASO CRO 
2, indiana 13. (23 25s LOT HATO 
3. lowa 12 29 37 0 106 
4. Penn State 13-9 «81 sSs«100 
5. Ohio State 1g BI? B7D-  whl” GES 
6. Michigan j3* "a5. Day p Sore C75 
7. Purdve 13te AMD MAD: wD SFA 
8. Ilinois 1 425 Ae a! 74 
9. Northwestern 28 19 1D: PO 6 
10. Minnesota IZ 20" Or or Sa 
11. Michigan State 1Sj0 PSU 28 POT) WE 
PUNTING G_NO. YDS AVG/P_PR_YDS AVG NET/P 
1.Penn Stale 13 60 2573 429 20 107 18 41.1 
2. lowa 12 87 3551 408 20 121 1.4 394 
3. Ohio Site 13 54 2212 410 19 90 17 39.3 
4, Purdue 13 67 2724 407 24 169 25 38.1 
5.Michigan 13 71 2918 41.1 29 211 30 38.1 
6.Wisconsin 13 58 2412 416 31 204 35 381 
7.Northwesten 12 55 2168 39.4 21 103 1.9 37.5 
8. Michigan Stole 13 70 2742 39.2 22 174 25 367 
9.Minnesoia 12 63 2645 420 25 365 58 36.2 
10. Indiana 13 61 2301 37.7 25 147 24 353 
11. Mlinois 13 65 2449 377 22 199 31 346 


TURNOVER MARGIN G + FUM+INT+TOT FUM-INT-TOT -MAR 


7. 
12 
8 
17 
15 
13 
7 
8 
8 
7 
i 


21 
31 


13 
18 


8 
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89 bts Tear (27 Sigs SS. $ m3 
Ade abe, Kareem Lees $ 3 
Aira, Ty DOA ; 5 
Hen, areas OFF USC) cs) nson © 
Sa |B Mma ne mnee —Pate ela ene taming Mage ten any Bed ger onsets. Open SPORTS 
Barer, Tad NY Giants SS. $ 38 Troy Aikman, etc. Lebron James - MARKETING 
Beine, Soe Navy #/Heisman $8 
Bietohof, Fred Raiders SM MVP $ 2 
Bird, Lamy Cotes $ 3 
Bas, Wk Bsn $2 FOOTBALL FOOTBALL MINI - HELMETS FOOTBALL 8x10 & 16 x 20 BASEBALLS & 8 x 10 PHOT 
Bes, re Sees Pectok ET 6 ae ROR TON Be = but shat ; Bio 1a) Panes 0 xed Pax 20 Basta 
Lcontgrey egy toe $x Mees fi ra Ty (SHORACA «S288, Jem DBAS ALAA $133 Abmun, Tey Dulas 319. $159. Ly, Bp Oates HOF 5B OH Cab Sis) 799. Mebane. Bran -$ 6 
ibees Tei hata § 2g BNET Fred OFC HORAN $199 Men Mars RUS Rat «© «$109 Kay, Ley fh) Ce. HOF $59 Men Meas Raine $69 $89 Line, Lacy (Mam) HOF $2) $469 an Hark SS $20 McCovey, Wile “S21 = 129 
Doress, Pinko WY Gams $ $99 Bowe Ma OFS Stever $ 120 Barge, Taig Gares/wNA $189 Hamer, Bly) Shins UCLA § 50 Arenson, Hen Bonga $a Lonon, James. Packers HOF $28 Ame, Berson =~ $ BD Nor, Poul e/ HOF ~ $108 
Bush, Regge USC/Sants $ 334 BORO BORT Sig orFSU dog = $129 Bes BU TW $ 52 Kosw, Berle (i) Clevetang/U Waris $9 Sate, Th NG $99 $149 Warning Actes Sores ig ~ Bares, fme MB $ 79 $119 Moroes Rad AS). -3 4 
Carpet, Ean Tr/Oiers HOF $  2m9 Basen, Tery OFC $ 329 Beck, ote (R) Deiphins. $72 Heuse, Pas VA w/HOF $f besSioehe BGs) $39 ~ Maening, Be NYG/NS. $169 $19F Beret | HOF GTSM $119 Moga tor SS. $59 
Care, Pabesen AVY $ $99 BOM.CSO S16F cr MRL GOLD $ 129 Beinn, oe) Nen/Hesran $6 Langer Sen) Dolphins HOF «$35, oe Magis 5 Macring Poy Cots Ut $283. Benson Has FL $ 0. Momees, Jere $$ 89 
Cart, Gary Mats oF Exes HOF $ 19 $32) Bony, Raymond (C) Cots HOF $69 Lapart Sine RY Seatanka TEa/ HOF $99 SeeTunt Orns ESPN 528 Maynard Dont? jes HOF $2) 49 pe Vag $69 $119. tAsray, Ede m/ HOF ~ $109 
Cater, Vice UNE) Nets $ $120 Bietraiot, Fred (2) Rady FSU $79 Lary, Yale PR) TX ARM /Lces $59 Bets Late lowa/Pecsiies $7 McAisws, 0. Sarts $2 S59 Hare ASL 3 Mes San SM $109 
(Cust. Deigtt Sn Fan $13 $2 Bach George Rucers HOF $109 Lanner Jonrey A) ND/Hne $B, Phy Sutera 0) $3 MeFacorr. Dame Maras $100 $189 teats Fah en ben ks 74m 
Downer, [na Cats HOFANE + $ 100 Bocrt, Mal) Steres, w/HOF $89 Lave, Dante (R) Cley/HOF/OSU § $3. kurt, Met Staclers HOF $8 eka, Dees Bears $2 pg ret hese err +308 
Eiuay, 2 Denver Te/Stae WA $ 59 $ 229 Bowcoen, Bobby 6) FSU/W, Vagina $ 89 Lek Chris A) Gators w/ 06 Cramps § 99 Eke, Gog U George $2 MeMictael Randy UGA/Doifes $25 = - 538 Pot: Gee CSA 2. eo 
free. se. es $ x $179 Boe, Deayoe (i) LSU $B ers Sean) Louse «$4, Lomeeza State $3 3 f - 
finde Marsal ams 12/SD State $ 2ag Dtha, Me CFC ator 5 73g Bada, Tey Steeles $249 near Marr USC/Came «$189 Boner. Batty FSU 88% 6 Se ence hal $3 
Fave, Bett Paciess 8F4 $645 Dorsen, Tory OFC w/ FE § 739 Bees Dnwi) Sects §— $129 ey bars) Bis HOF 52g Bow Ors Tres $5 $B $108 Peay, me $$ 9 
Fees, Wey NY $279. Blea, fon OFC $429 or HOF $53 Brown Cts Teams $330r08 $59 Lire Uy fy Mla HOF $59 Ses, Dew NDPurae $13. $5 Wier, uy Steers = $ 89 Perry, BatASL -3 79 
Fouts, Dan Chargers oF $259 Fauk, Masha CFC $ 29 Bom sn ih Onctedy/ HF (itor Jates R)GH/BASMOE —§ 79 oan, Rose NG ADF (Deceasees $39 Wictel Bitty Sins HOF $99 Peres, Tory MAL $u$ 9 
Franke, Walt reeks OFC ROF 3 26 Fawe, Bee OPO BF. Hologram $475 Long Howe (Ry Racers we $109 ute, Nitac Pans GTS $2 ~ Mertana Joe SF/NDane $129. Pery, Gaiou $235 3 
Gates, Aeterio Ourgees $3 22 fets, Can OF w/HOF $ m7 f (or, (RRO /SF/USE 56g Bager Marches $32 $69 Moon. Warren Ofers HOF 5 $ 63 Focsedh Scom 05 WS. - $19 
Geerg, Ese Oto St Hess $2 Ham, ack OFF Steiner § rog Bee, Marc) Se Lous ans Utschey, Jot (O) Oats HOF $ 5g Balok, Ret Thara/Sye $33 Morency, Vermare OK Sc/Hemms $15. — Cortyeras, Jose 106 WS. = § 119 Fowl, Bong CSA ta“ 
‘Griese. Bob Delphi, HOF $ 279 ects, Baran OF $189 Bulock, Hess @} Titana/Sye Mieriog. Wecbre (MS/NO =—-«$109, Base, R. USC/Saats $202 $189 Mess, Seon UMiomi/Giants. $21 $45 Gna ao 05 WS $ 109 Pre, Dasa - $9 
Haw, Al. Chio Sue Packees $249 Jobe, Charte NHL Gold HOF § 7g Bast, Penge (R) USCySarts Mserieg, BOR KY/MS $73q CEOS etn tern $5 Marcial, Me Ole HOF $9 Damon, Johnny - $149 Remige.MeGts $10 - 
Hines, Santonio Stet /Cho St $189) Jones, Jams OFF $ 2ap Bites, Dek Beas ras Mcing Fever Ry Coms/Wi's $789 Cappele John Pans a Maree Mitory Sergi $5 — Dexeen, A TSP $B $ $9 fermea fagy Fl -$ 8 
sachsen, Regge NYY $ 34Q help, bn CC GTS $22 Carpe Eat Ry ONT Res Marte Gro Ri Coma miHOr $83 SIAM IOSUHASTISP. 825 ~ Mee Oy Meier $59 199 An = $ 89 Ron lmiSP. $3 
dete, Dene NY 55 $629 Lebech, Bron OFF ROM EM nee ol Srl 89 Mero, an (i Maye an SA nee en Fe jo) = a = nae $29 $ GB Achaia Botty $1743 
Sehestn, nad $263 Lora Ur OFS 5 a CMB RSMeor 8 tras omy nts TBO $69 CN Mites LSu/Bacs $2), ttn, Regn Plt 5) ete, cb HOF $39 $ 4 fen Cah, ~ $25 
Jetson, Lary Cael Pen S. $ 249 ware 8 OSS $a Cater. Ors) Vhings $d teen Cena $59 CR ERIEBMETSP = 29 be erro tiy ioe a se $2 $ 8 Apencdkw Hr $199 $200 
$38 Mang Pryor OFC UM 5 agg ‘Conse, HOD Osuieeman $8 ayer, Dosen a Racesina. $150 CRSRTR TSR: MUCey = $25 en, Deha Decgats $B = A Gnitls = $ 9 Feobots, Bin Fl -$ 8 
$ Manto, De OFC $390 ce HOF $ 449 Carters, Ones (R) Wee 5 cee Wiis Ri) Bits/Caes § BD (Crom, Jet Davis TLAMM His 825 Onion, Kyle Bets Pusdee 2 Ho a 
$ Meyer toa atts w/e Champs § tap OVStesee, Toi | Rars/EYU $69 femen ous IO $e Corte, Cramneg /Dophies $75 (en Passes HOF $29 $59 Fo, ity $9 $119 Ree Ron TS MOF § 2 5 
H oon Rare OFS w/ HOF $219 CADRE DS/Cemen 5 cage fee Nae, da Donat $5 0 Dees Sne aU $5 Foster, Googe GSM = $19 $ 45 Fates 2 SB $s e 
: recat § ize Galen Mctad MBasSY SE LE cen cota Siig Dae estas $15 Paresegpaan, ha $3 Frercons, ef ~ 3 99 Aodiper Ans - $499 
$542) Namo, Joe OFC $ 3ay GRMN Coy RUM oem 8 29 a ae ciel BF Gem Amys TS? | $5 Parsh Roscoe Cres/Bts $19 ~ Garson Bob ~ $119 FomrewSSyCSA § S$ A 
$ s, Ohad OFC 5 24g Cont Tin (RU, Merticty S79 teaser $69 UME: Wee Puthers WF ‘ Pert, Oe Oates BOY $19 — Gane, Toss $ @ $119 Ryan Moan TSP. - $19 
$443 proven. Jo OF w/ $8MNP £ eee fig Mr @ifiee 329 Deetataertenre fe al age a a $ 43 Swami Co. $$ 8 
5 Fe aes bin Ot aster 5 33 cvs, Wine i) Paces HOF Mom Maes Ole $9 ete. Ty By a/ SOHN $2) TOCSA/Eaes $6 pam my oo Seger ly Pie 
Row Man CSB Sins «$119 SAUTER i Meare, Ley RICOMGIMOE «$59 Daler Bat Pars B sn Paces $5 pony tie 
$ Sones, Bary OF 5m Po Oy Ve Morey, Verand ROK SVT $58 S72 Gay, Pon =~ $ 79 Scromim Mie HOF $ @ $119 
H ‘ Oiyte, for) WesciMesman 89 Detion, An Cowboys CSA $15 Brady More Dare/Ooy $137 $179 = 7 q 
Sars, Bly NF Gotd/Lans $ 73 cree, fre S)RareySM © «§ 93 Mens, oe (A) Giants $53 Eoeards, Sraen Clev/Micrigsn $59. We! (an) HOF % Gaye, Toy ASL. £ 429, Sener, en SS $18 
4 SpIOe. SCSI OAS = $139 ea Mane (f) Bears/TB $1pa Moss, Randy (Ry PatiotsRamess $253 fhe, Cos args w/ KE $5 ce, ry SF/Pates. 2 Heverdez. Fes Fi = § 12) Seiad. Gay 349 
. Satins Wa OFS $399 0 eto $139 Gort. Hoey) Oat/Hes/Pr $109 Moss, Srorce (R)U.Mama/Giants $ 43° Evans, Lee BUs/is: $2 — Acheron, Toy MCG abu $19) HERR TON VP =~ $40) Seth Lee Cubs a 
: Stan, Bort OFC HOF $329 dyson, Kove) Tears "MEM" «$69 Ment, Arthcoy A) Bena WHO $62 Ferns. jet USS $23 Ahberacn, Detrane ht fai — Hecurcer, ie ~ $ BD SnOueMans §=69§ @ $10 
‘ Sumbach, Boge OFC S'S $299 Cvarts, Brion fH) MI/Rrowrs $139 Revue, Jato PU, Mohan Fare, Sen BF i Packers Nebraska Hes'OTSP.S2S Hutson, Ten AS ~ § 6 Srota kin - $119 
$ Stott Guta CFE aoe § a" Geass, Lee (Rh) Bis Wise $ 69 Nebraska 3S Hetsoran (R) Fomeg, Mary Pacers Carns Acbort 29 lin, Morne HOF $2 $ 5 Snde,Dsess $35 8 
$ Ls Lewtece OFC GTS 4 5 249 Fass haste RPUSC/Rades © G9_(Naksan, Regie (F) Gxtors Pati. Doug. BC/BiEs Pats /SO Rogers Geoge SC Remi «878 Jackson, Regge KLM. $139 Sosa. Sarmy ASYM - $29 
$ poate, He OFC BS MN $219 Fah Kevin Rj PatetsLS2 $79 Norte, Men Je, (R) Outs SF Facto, Lary Sweiees/Mich Pale Acces UMass $25 Jerks, Ferge HOF ~ $ BD Sew One $49 
$ Thomas, rursae OFC HOE/P = $399 Faye, Bret) Pachers/Sa.Mess. $779 Novices, dy (Data Foster, DeStinan Car & UCLA Ronee, Mn NE Heme Dies $25 Jerks, BootyCS WS. «$$ 79 Sowa. Srerron $e3 a 
$ 34g MOR TAORSITS— erGeAt $159 Fee Lary) MichySteeirs $3. Nate, Mbt (F) Oto St Garey, tbr Pa $3 Bypien, Masa Rees a) $8 WA 539 Jeter, Dor SS. $479 Tanda, Mepal SS ~ $119 
Wiiaess, Ricvy OFC $ 283 Foes Don (Ri Chargers HOF = $109 Oblahora (Ri) 35g Hesimary Ganbie, Orr eno S $35 Stuer, Rast Oci/Men 4 perry $119 Mowtse Tr - $10 
H Winstow, Hafan Se. OFC w/ WC 4 7 z pr : 1) ty 
$ w/WOF $263 Gutvey, Jabbar (Gators $ G2 Orine, Rpt (R) Bears Purdue Gates, Antonia Chargers $49 $83. Salmon, Lefiy OWES OF $25 Jones, Onpper $& $123 Towa “607 si7$ 7 
t Wertel, Dancy Gators w ets $209 Gatowsy, Jory (Ru CSU/Sues,—$G3_Ottn, Sen) Marnie HOF Gens, Oasid Patnets, $1 > Sayers, Gale Karsas/Bews HOF $69 justice, Dave TSP. $ 49 Ube ken 06 WS -$73 
‘ Young, Steve OFF wi $22 Gantie, Chris [Rj Ceio SyPantters $ G9 Owens, Steve @) Oeta/Heis Gover, Later Dats $15 Mat U. Vegria tains, NTSP. = $ 79 Wang Chen Meg _ $19 
H Garvan, Bch faders $ 88 Parith, Roscoe (R) Cares Bits Goncaes, ery Che. = «$39 — Stochley, OU Georgia ~ ome, dean TP, 38 poet 4 $53 5 
$ Gaoes, Arturo (Ri Chargers «$99 Paseghetn, Ara (Rete Dare ‘Giese, Bob Daishins $59 $99. Sens, Bly Lions TSP /CU/Mes era pee $030 
H SKETBALLS Beer ere Grepy Forest Packess w/HOF == «S08. Smith U Bages/Rargess sa) = ay : z e+ 2 
4 . Giee, Te fF) Oro Sate $79) Prevod, Dent) Cass w/ Ry Hay, Chries Oatas/SF $5 Set Se $55 5g Les Gots 3 ©: Maes, os $33 2B 
: Abourfiation, S/0 SB 329. Gut Dean Rh s/s $69. Pen, Cons il Menjomn Han tack Stele $3 Som See Sci Gores «$98. Lyrek Pec $B $ 49 Wis, Comet TSF, -$ 
$ zg Br Liny OSS. $ 329 Gane, Roo Cemsen $ 59. Pidos, Pra) Eages TB w/HOF Harbager, Cres (Skies Hg $15 See, Thy OSU $89 5129 Madi. Greg ASL $1998 Witiet, Dave HOF SS -$@ 
H Carter, Viewe 1/0 S.S, $299 Grom Atvran fh Ned $ 8% Phanmer, Jake (Rj Brercos Harper, Atv Vols /Oatars $89) $49 Sparey; Steve Gators $69 = Mansoh, Kat ~ $189. Womak, Tory -$3 
H Drusder, Ciydt 1/0 SB. © 319 Gye teem Coet = $9 Parken, JR) Raa/Sunnes Haris, Fare Steers $2) $159 Sable, ven Raiders $34 $35 Manrgy, On Ss — $19 Zantvaro, Vict {lepar) -3 3% 
$ Ening. Js VO ROM S329 Greene, Je Sineers w(K $99 Pots, Cen Mars) Vt Cares $108 HONS. Thame CU $2 Sionrt Orete Vals b Saat $B Mags, Wite MAO $289. Zener, Don $8 
5 Feanex, Wat 1/0 5.5. $329 Grese, Bob (Ry Mewri/Perse = $109 Que, Baty) Clever Nob Dares ne Hawk, Ad Packers (OSU $50 ($82 Swwoch Ath Steves HOF 409 
$ Frye. Cranring 1/0 5.S- $ 109) GI Atk OSU es 599 feed Ante (R) Bas Henry, Trani Tans /Vots 15 ~ Sarane, foe Sees HOF M5 
$ Gay, Pury /0'S.S. $119 Gossman Ren |A)Bean/Ra 5159 Pert, Mel (R) Dates HOF $8 teres Setoro Ona Susie $29. 589 Stephenson. Owe Mari HOF $28 
$ Hayes, BMn 1/0 HOF $ 329 Baty, Chaves (R Dares $ 59 face, jerry (hh Rakt/SF $209 «Hote, Lou Nowe Dare $89 Toy, Croney SorgH0F BAC SA a 
$ Sater, K Abad 1/0 GTSM $ 29 Him, ach.) Fem SL Pet $89 Paes. Pap RNC StteySD. $123 «Homing. Paracas FOF $23 $59 Nave, Fret tags 5. 
$ artes, LeBron OFC UDA $ 599 Mien, Dan) HOF Bears $59. Foggers, Joey OR} MetyHeis $9 Have. Omayne USC $29 $49 Taylor, fason Dabpins bs 
§ Jobson, Mage 1/0 ASL $ 31g. Reber Ave) Yois/Ow $ 59° Rogers. Geo (Ry SC/Mesman «$5 amar, Pte Ege $35 Tawi, Lawrence Gares w/ HOF 459 
5 tLUDA Warn $s.ang PTS Frrcn Steles/PSU $169 pe, ce), Mae $5 rns Menaet Ono jai $29 Tost, Joe Recsains 7 
$ rien Cony YO GH 3g Het Tome i $ 52 Facer Mae RNetrinis. $9 son Dec Texts $25 Troms, Taman (B/S) $39 
$ Magetie, A Hawk AL, i} Oho Sise/GB $219 § 59 Xteson Rad Bergus $79 $53 Tse, 1A NYSE HOF $29 
PAbeaebass frye S$ 399 sey, Tris Vos w/Teet Owrtes $63 $@ Dre Cute reper 825 HS ota Gc Manes «= $5 
Prorce, Paul 1/0 Steiner $ 199 ppeuper roan (R) Onlancma $ 69 Sarcers, Bary i) Det/OSU $19 Os RamySD $29 - Yims eoatten U, Mare $B 
Parker, Tony 1/0 Steiner $ 269 Holmes, Saxtoeic GR) OSU/Steeiees $ 79 Sarcers, Bb (fi) fowa/DoRs $89 nes, Greg Ponds St $6 Vea, Arte U. Howsion @/ Hesran $25 
yrere RISA $ Robertson, Oscar 1/0 $ 199 Homang Pad (HNO /Hes/0B $19 Sayers, G. (Ri) Bears /Rarsas $4 Akres, Weve Valech (crs 1009 $25 $5) Werfe, Paafoctiese/iKF 9 $29 
 Rebita Sonith, Joe 8.8. 1/0 S$ 59 Hot Desmond (Paton #/ SBMS T9 . ; * dores Drew, Maurice Aaguars 49 ~ Wether, Wes TH Tech 49 
Backs, ioe (R) ENG HOF $ Salmon, LeRoy (R) OU/Bacs HOF $ 69 ate Tien 
Ap Name (Ri) Catatora $% Shockley, DJ.) U Gecrga $6 Wmer, Bay MAL Sirs $39 $45 Witte, Cons WSC He SP. $2 
Boggs, Wisse Archery @ ENG $ Jackson, Bo (R) Raiders)! $18 Sees Cots IR) Texas es $89 tse, Bemie Cen/Cares 33 White, Jason Cnlahoma/Messran $25 
Cares, Gary Eermerd (FENG 5 BASKETB. 8x10 Beene semana mene rat Wi ches $1za WAS, PRAHOFCSA Viegs. $25 Wsams,C yBucs $79 
(Comer, Br) 4 Archbala, Nate Ceics $35 PPAR: Re) Eagies TB $79 coe cieBeSTRUSS | § 99 $1 Wika, DJ, U Muar) $21 
Cosy. Boy R) Engrave $ Bid, Lamy Caties 162055, $2 9, eehits Mecrael RY OSU /Pacens $09 SO nies § So $28 Wars Gelgta Fermeryeegts | $35 
(Drew. 40 (9) ENG TSP. $ 4 > bE Johrson, Bete! (R) TK ALM $3 : $ ~ Wesiow, Haden Se San Qwgr $49 
t Carter, Vince Nets/UNC 1620 $ 329 r Segetary, MIR) Bases 4% . “ 
etiey, fae %, GS)C2T3 UDA $ Jeteson, Deick iets w/nOF $67 SEVEN. te $59 $89. Wren, drsonU. Tern $39 
eee, Recww (P) ENG AS! $ Cowans, Dove Cetics Lic $45 resem Hay (Jets SPOUSE $ 89 Shen Hem AUSTIN $2 ~ Wooton, bebe Mertucky $89 
Jones Chigpec © ENG H Genin, George “keman”SS. 3 35 jatease: Lary (R) Coets/Pecn $119 eee ri Lets, Stefan Love $2 = Wert, Rata Gaia w/HOF $28 
‘ays, Wile (A) BG TS $ tarcany,K (Mag) UDA tien} $49 Jaegcn Fick 1) Began § TS Sean eared Nee : = Leinart. Mast USC $109. S289 Woes, D.Gimars w/ Heisman $59 
Worry, Def Carer Stat $ Hayes, Chacs (HicluckyAA «$25 eteaton, Day (RO $00 cee $30, ee Asey Hamat $19 ~ Woon Se SF $79 
Rarnez. Marry OFC Sam Mosel $ Jenson, Magic 1GQOASL = § 139 joie, Chae SOWIE $59 rearipha lon He 
Pipher, Cale (R) Erg. CSA 4 Kamp, S. (Sea) (F} UDA (Aaron) $$ 49 Jones. Brandon n) TtarsyOka $59 — mig erg Hr 
Rosé, Pete (R) “4258" Mab ri Uvirgston, Shasn Olppers $ 19 Jpees, Darn Horas $ 9 Stat, Bt (R) Na /GB HOF im 
‘Shi, Wve GD Eg. Stat GEM $ Maggotto, Corey Chopers $3 reomgev-it es Tecnjters $89 o. , Roger FR} Doras 19 
Sheet Cay i) ENG $ 129 Myos. Eis Louise Sa Pres Ni (Pp alas $59 ND $108 See. Catan (A Sesh GTS $209 
‘Seider, Duke (R) $ O'Bannon, Lamy Lousvitir $2 Pearson poser ; (. Sirent an ROwS HOF | § 
Sosa, Samy (15) ENG s Roberson, Oscar Sucks HOF $69 SSO mn sata fis Sisterson DR Mam OF 
Winsrs, Bay (R) ENG SSH. rs Trurmond, iste Wares OF $ 25 Jt 1" “samear. Pau AckumyMels = § 
hearse, ren $89 v 
Tarkerton, Fran () GA/Mirn. $19 
HELMETS Tayler, Charley (R) Stars HOF $59 
or, Hea Jaga. $8 
REPUCA AUTH. REUCA AUTH. kaerenet RYNY/UNC $178 
9 Jets Tears (27 Sigs) SS, = $4,299 Lambert, ck Sosiers $329 $39 Mew, 1 (Sin § 
Baran, Toy Daas UCLA $308 $499 Lemart, M.USC OFC (Auth) Cards (Res) $3 $229 thomas, Th (RIBB/OSS. = 8 
Alen. Masai Raid HOF/USC $28 $39 Mannog © Gants NS 13 $39 onion, Owe ay Teast $59 
Buber, Tai OF Gares SS. - $623 Marnieg. Peyton Cots ls $508 $649 Tee, YAUSU Comets MOF § TP 
Bout, Met Steeles HOF $289 Maree, Oa OFC Dogs Am $68 $599 Tova Gaon 8) U ot Marmials $58 
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_A LOOK BACK 


5 YEARS AGO (2003) 


Minnesota, Michigan State, Wisconsin and Purdue all got off to 
fast starts and took turns atop the league standings in the early 
going, but one after another, they had their undefeated records 
ruined by Ohio State or Michigan. And when late November rolled 
around, it was the same as it ever was in the Big Ten — the 
Buckeyes and Wolverines battling for the championship. A talent- 
ed UM defense and tailback Chris Perry (154 yards) were too much 
for OSU, 35-21. The league had eight bowl teams. 


> Big Ten Champion: Michigan (10-3, 7-1) 


> Big Ten Player of the Year: Chris Perry, RB, Michigan; 
Will Smith, DE, Ohio State 


Heisman Trophy: Jason White, QB, Oklahoma; 4th — Perry 
BP Doak Walker Award: Chris Perry, RB, Michigan 


> National Champion: LSU beat Oklahoma in Sugar Bowl, 
21-14. 


10 YEARS AGO (1998) 


In a race for the ages, three teams tied for the league champion- 
ship, and complicating matters was that Michigan beat Wisconsin 
and Ohio State beat Michigan ... and Wisconsin and Ohio State 
didn’t play each other at all. The Buckeyes were ranked No. 3 in 
the country but were aced out of the Rose Bowl by the Badgers 
because of the “most recent trip to Pasadena” clause. Still, John 
Cooper's boys had no one to blame but themselves, since they blew 
a 15-point lead to Michigan State in the ninth game of the season 
and lost, 28-24. 


> Big Ten Tri-Champions: Wisconsin (11-1, 7-1), Michigan 
(10-3, 7-1), Ohio State (11-1, 7-1) 


> Big Ten Player of the Year: Joe Germaine, QB, Ohio State 


> Heisman Trophy: Ricky Williams, TB, Texas; 9th — Joe 
Germaine, QB, Ohio State 


> Jim Thorpe Award: Antoine Winfield, CB, Ohio State 


> National champion: Tennessee (13-0) beat Florida State in 
the Fiesta Bowl, 23-16. 


15 YEARS AGO (1993) 


Wisconsin came out of nowhere to be something of a national 
Cinderella — an image that has long been supplanted by the physi- 
cal poundings the Badgers have administered since then. Wisconsin 
and Ohio State tied in early November, 14-14, leaving it up to 
Michigan to give the undefeated Buckeyes the black eye that the 
Badgers needed them to have. UM's incredible 28-0 rout of OSU 
vaulted UW into the Rose Bowl for the first time in 31 years. 


> Big Ten Co-Champions: Wisconsin (10-1-1, 6-1-1), Ohio 
State (10-1-1, 6-1-1) 


Big Ten Player of the Year: Brent Moss, RB, Wisconsin 


Heisman Trophy: Charlie Ward, QB, Florida State; 8th — 
Tyrone Wheatley, RB, Michigan. 


National champion: Florida State (12-1) beat Nebraska in 
the Orange Bowl, 18-16. 


vV VY 


20 YEARS AGO (1988) 


Michigan started the season with a two-point loss to Notre Dame 
and a one-point loss to Miami ... and then went undefeated the rest 
of the way in rolling to the Big Ten title and No. 4 in the national 
polls. Consider that in mid-October, Indiana was the highest ranked 
team in the Big Ten (No. 14), but that wouldn't last, as Michigan 
gradually piled up the wins. The Wolverines landed in the Rose Bowl 
and beat USC, 22-14. It was the ninth of 10 career Rose Bowl trips 
for Bo Schembechler, who won there for just the second time. 


> Big Ten Champion: Michigan (9-2-1, 7-0-1) 
| Big Ten Player of the Year: Anthony Thompson, RB, Indiana 


> Heisman Trophy: Barry Sanders, RB, Oklahoma State; 6th — 
Tony Mandarich, OT, Michigan State; 9th — Anthony 
Thompson, RB, Indiana 


> National champion: Notre Dame (12-0) beat West Virginia in 
the Fiesta Bowl, 34-21 — the most recent title for the Irish. 


25 YEARS AGO (1983) 

The year of the Illini. In what was widely viewed as an aberration, 
Mike White's Illinois team, led by quarterback Jack Trudeau and a fine 
defensive line, became just the second team not named Michigan or 
Ohio State to win the Big Ten title and go to the Rose Bowl in 16 
years. But in reality, it was the start of things to come. Starting that 
season, a different Big Ten program would reach the Rose Bowl in 
each of the next five seasons — and nine in the next 18. 


Big Ten Champion: Illinois (10-2, 9-0) 
Big Ten Player of the Year: Don Thorp, DT, Illinois 


Heisman Trophy: Mike Rozier, RB, Nebraska; no Big Ten 
player in Top 10 


A 


National champion: No. 5 Miami beat No. 1 Nebraska 31-30 
in the classic Orange Bowl (and Georgia beat No. 2 Texas in 
the Cotton Bowl), giving the ‘Canes their first of five titles. 


50 YEARS AGO (1958) 


Forrest Evashevski’s Iowa Hawkeyes went into the season with some seri- 
ous expectations, having posted a combined 16-2-1 record in the previ- 
ous two seasons. And in 1958, they didn’t disappoint, rolling to an 8-1-1 
overall record that included a stunning performance in the Rose Bowl. 
Towa rolled through California for a Rose Bowl-record 516 yards of total 
offense, including 194 yards rushing by Bob Jeter, as the Hawkeyes 
posted a 38-12 triumph. It was Iowa's second Rose Bowl victory in three 
years — but the only two that the Hawkeyes have ever won. 


> Big Ten Champion: Iowa (8-1-1, 5-1) 
PP Big Ten Player of the Year: Randy Duncan, QB, Iowa 


e Heisman Trophy: Pete Dawkins, HB, Army; 2nd — Duncan; 
4th — Bob White, QB, Ohio State 


PP National champion: Although LSU won the most recognized 
trophies with a perfect regular season, Iowa's outstanding 
regular season and rout of California in the Rose Bowl got the 
Hawkeyes the nod from the Football Writers Association of 
America — the school’s only football national title. 
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